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TiiK somowliat lengthened interval which has 
elapsed since the publication of the Third scries 
of a little work, for the vigorous prosecution of 
which, undeserved encouragement from eminent 
authorities had been kindly afforded — has arisen 
partly from the author s prolonged absence — and 
still more, from the obvious difficulties attendant 
on the portion of Scripture to which her former 
elucidations had extended ; and from which, she 
could not (without further impairing the unity 
and completeness of her work) consistently turn 
aside. That she has not shrunk from encounter- 
ing them, will form matter for thankfulness, 
should the present conversations be found calcu- 
lated (by the blessing of God) to simplify to pa- 
rents — ^Icss favoured with leisure for research— 4he 
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task of directing the inf2r?nc0^ draVn by the 
young, from a portion of Holy ■’^|it, which, — 
while its interest must necessarilj' lender it al- 
ways a favourite study with them — -judicious ex- 
planation alone, can render a profitable one. 

In this— certainly not the least arduous of her 
attempts to elucidate Scripture — the Writer has, 
of course, availed herself of the many minute 
facts and coincidences, brought to bear on the 
interesting subject, by the learaing and industry 
of the eminent biographers of David. But it is 
not in the idle hope of superseding, or arrogant 
presumption of undervaluing their elaborate and 
^lseful works, that she ventures to say — for the en- 
couragement of parents and teachers, humble and 
unlearned as herself — ^that successful appeals to the 
feelings, or even understandings of young people, 
are more likely to be drawn from simple investiga- 
tion of, and reflection on the actual text of Scrip- 
ture f suggested at the moment of perusal) than by 
reference to the more deliberate and formal infer- 
ences of the most celebrated writers. Children 
Uiust be addressed to, and from the heart. And 
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when that is warmed, as it were, and often un- 
expectedly illuminated, by the direct rays emanat-* 
ing from the Word of Truth— conclusions may 
be less logical — and arguments less precise — but 
the word spoken” may nevertheless profit** 
— more than volumes, read with listless acquies- 
cence, apart from the Scriptures they illustrate. 

Were any thing wanting to convince the writer 
of these pages, of the possible efficacy or the con- 
versational system adopted by her, on the minds 
of others — it would be supplied by her own ex- 
perience of the wonderful power, with which 
detailed investigation has frequently invested the 
simplest words of Holy Writ — the ‘ starting up' as 
it were, of conscience, at the Ithuriel touch of 
some searching passage — and the hourly increased 
conviction, impressed by the sifting process — of 
man’s inconsistency, and of the miraculous har- 
mony of the inspired word of God. 

If any portion of these invaluable feelings shall 
be communicated, by means of the following 
pages, to one thoughtless young, or unreflecting 
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older human bosom — it will be gratefully ascribed 
to the blessing of llim^ who has made searching 
the Scriptures” a ground for specific praise — and 
“ feeding the lambs of II is flock/’ the subject of 
a last and aflectiiig command. 


ERRATA. 


Page 19, line 5, from the top, for, '*no peace mio to 
the wicked,” read, “ no peace to the wicked.” 

Page 35, line 9, from the top, for, “ ip last chapter,” 
read, **in the last chapter.” 
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MORNING FIRST. 

Lesson. — 1st Samuel, Chapters xiil. and xiv. 

Mama. Do you remember, Mary, with wbat 
striking and aiFeoting incidents the final resigna- 
tion of the aged prophet Samuers delegated au- 
thority oyer the children of Israel, into the hands 
of the king they had foolishly desired, was at- 
tended ? 

Mary. Yes. First he defied any one to say 
he had wronged or oppressed him ; and then God 
answered his prayer by sending rain and thunder 
.at the time of wheat harrest, when, you told: me, 
such things were hardly ever heard of. 

Mama. True ; but did this alarming, and 
(had it been allowed to continue) seemingly vii^ 
dictive exercise of the prophet's influence with 
Heaven, form the closing feature of his inlercoUrse 
with the people he had, like his predecessjor 
Moses, so long loved and home with ? 
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JVIary. No, no. When they saw their error 
m asking a king, and besought his prayers, the 
good old man said, God forbid he should 
ever cease to pray for them,” and gave them the 
best advice, to fear the Lord, and serve him in 
truth,” if they would prosper, they and tlreir 
king. 

Mama. We are now to see how, in the latter 
case especially, the advice was obeyed. How 
long had Saul borne that ^aracter when our 
present chapter (the 13th, 1st Samuel) com- 
mences ? 

Maht. I d(m’t know. Mama. At first it says 
be reigned one year,” and in the same verse, 
that he had reigned tfvo/* 

Mama. This has puzzled older heads than 
your’s, Maty, and the most probable way of re- 
conciling it is, that one year had elapsed from 
Saul’s ancHBliiig, at the period of Samuel’s public 
resignation in the last chapter ; and two before 
Ae events recorded in the one we have just read, 
viz. the permanent establishment of his regular 
army, and diranissal tji the residue to their homes 
and oocupatifms. 

What was the first exploit of the body thus 
selected, or '^chosen” out of Israel, and under 
whom was it achieved? 

Mary. Oh 1 Jonathan, Saul’s son, good, kind. 
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generous^ Jonathan I One of the reasons, Maman 
why I wished so much to read again about Da« 
yid, was to hear more of Jonathan. 1 always 
liked him so much, when I was quite a child, 
for not being jealous of Dayid. 

Mama. True, Maiy ; brayeiy and generosity 
are qualities peculiarly calculated to win the affec- 
tions of childhood; and in both, this amiable 
young man eminently excelled. Against whom 
was the former af this time directed ? 

Marv. The Philistines ; the old enemies of 
Israel, we read so much of in SamueTs time. No 
wonder they hated the Israelites, since they had 
Buffered so much from sickness for taking and 
keeping the ark ! But why did Saul blow a 
trumpet throughout the land, to let all the He- 
brews hear it ?*' 

Mama. Probably to recall to his standard in 
this emeigency, (for the Philistines, we read, 
were gathered like the sand on the sea diore,) 
some of the fighting men he had recently dis- 
banded. The peril was indeed great. For 
though thirty thousand chariots is supposed by 
the best commentators to be an error for three^ 
yet, when we consider what we formerly heard 
of the formidable and destructiye character of 
these war chariots, by which men were mowed 
down in their ranks, like com before the sickle^nF 
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and when we remember that at the very time of 
thia invasion the children of Israel did not pos- 
sess a smith of their own, but were compelled to 
go to those very Philistine garrisons (one of which 
they so boldly attacked under Jonathan) to 
c^jiaipen even their implements of husbandry — ^we 
shall cease to wonder that it was with fear and 
trembling” these long oppressed bondmen obeyed 
the heroic summons of their king. StiU less can 
we wonder at, or blame him, fj^r feeling as if at 
this crisis the Diidne protection and sanction 
alone could enable him to face his foes. But oh ! 
Mary, few things in the Bible so strongly enforce 
on us all, the Almighty’s decided preference of 
obedience” over sacrifice,” as the signal dis- 
pleasure of Ood at the invaEHon of the priestly 
functions by the seeming piety of Saul. The 
excuses for it, in human eyes, were cogent and 
numerous. The people, thoroughly disheartened, 
not only hid themselves in caves, and thickets, 
and rocks, but mme of the more timid actually 
fled to their brethren beyond Jordan ; and were 
(as Saul hfiterwards, to justify himself, declared) 
so " scatteted from him” by gradual desertion, 
during the season when Samuel, like the great 
Power, whose minister he was, mysteriously de- 
layed his coming”— that human policy usurped 
with him the place of submissive obedience. 
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Mary. How sony he must have felt, Mamj 
when he had done what was wrong iu offering 
sacrifice, for just as he had made an end of 
doing it, Samuel came V* 

Mama. Yes, Maiy. The God whom Saul 
by his distrust had offended, sent, at his own set 
time,” the appointed minister of his will and ser- 
vice. And can we, even as finite creatures, won- 
der that the sinful impatience of the man he had 
raised from seeking asses,** to make him king 
over Israel, should have been rebuked by the an- 
cient and ever faithful servant of God ? 

By what excuse did Saul (like our forefather 
Adam, and all his succeeding progeny) seek to 
palliate his infringement of the plain command 
of God, to tarry for Samuel at Gilgab” and his 
assumption of the sacerdotal office ? 

Mary. He said he was afraid the Philistines 
would come upon him before he had made sup- 
plication to the Lord. 

Mama. Let us weigh this reason, my dear, 
not by its flimsy supeifficial appearance of piety, 
but in the just^^^ balance of the sanctuary,” by 
the unerring standard of the law of God. Could 
the enemies of Jehovah, whom, as such, he had 
so lately and signally humbled, attack his people 
but by his express permission ? If so, why did 
Saul go through the mockery -of invoking protec- 
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tion from IleaT^ at all ? And if not^ was this 
protection likely to be effectually purchased by a 
direct infringement of the Divine command ? Or 
have we any instances^ since the solemn institu* 
tion of the Mosaic priesthood, of God’s declaring 
that sacrifices might lawfully be offered by mere 
secular persons ? 

Mary. No ! I remember even wicked Jero* 
boam saw it would not do to offer sacrifice him- 
self, and so resolved to make priests to do it for 
him. And Micah, though he knew little of God, 
was delighted to get a Levite (such as he was) to 
he his priesty because he felt none dse would he 
of any use. Even Saul knew that it was wrong, 
for he says, he " forced himself” to do it. 

Mama. That is to say, in plain language, he 
was goaded on, in defiance of his better judg- 
ment, by the mere human motives, (seemingly 
opposite, but not the less seldom found united in 
man,) of criminal distrust on the one hand, and 
presumptuous arrogance on the other. 

How did the man of God, the " seer,” whom 
long experience had taught to fibtest sophistry, 
and denounce sin, at once cut short the pretexts 
by which Saul had, till then, half succeeded in 
deceiving himself? 

Mary. Thou hast done foolishly.” 

Mama. Terrible words ! if wc bear in mind. 
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that in Scripture phraseology “folly” and “ wick-^ 
edness*’ are strictly synonymous^ that the fool 
hath said in his heart, there is no God and 
that Saul, by not keeping his commandments, 
had (as 'we have often observed,) praclically said 
the same thing ; even while acknowledging him 
with his lips, and sacrificing on his altar. 

By what denunciation was the honour and 
veracity of the Most High, very properly vindi* 
cated ? 

Mary. Saul's “ kingdom was not to conti- 
nue and “ the Lord had sought him a man 
after his own heart,” to be king instead of him. 

Mama. And for this apparent change in the 
(we know) immutable counsels of Jehovah, what 
is the express reason assigned ? 

Mary. “ Because thou hast not kept that 
which the Lord commanded thee.” 

Mama. These expressions, my dear, so cha- 
racteristic of the leading deficiency in the conduct 
of Saul, would, if borne steadily in view, throw 
light on that striking fealhre in the public charac- 
ter of his successdr, the reference to which, in his 
consequent designation of the “ man after* God’s 
own heart,” has so puzzled some, and scandalized 
others ; and the perversion of which, to a sense 
never ntended by the sacred writer, has given 
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rise to a general "wresting” of the whole history 
of a right-minded, hut very fallible mortal, by 
scoffers, (" to their own and other* s destruction,”) 
as implying Divine connivance at* or even appro- 
bation of sin ; and by pious persons, to the scarce- 
ly less dangerous error of palliating and glossing 
over the private transgressions of the supposed 
&Tpurite of Heaven, by applying to them the 
discriminating praise, here simply awarded to his 
public zeal for, and obedience to the commands 
of the Lord. If you yourself, as you tell me, and 
indeed the youngest unsophisticated readers of 
the chequered biography of the shepherd king of 
Israel, arc painfully struck with the discrepancy 
between the high encomium of our chapter, and 
the sad enormities which stained the private life 
of one thus enviably distinguished — ^we cannot 
wonder that, by the malignant comments of ene- 
mies to the Bible on the one hand, or the mis- 
takes of injudicious friends on the other, the 
whole history of David has been converted 
into a " stumbling-blodr,” or " rock of offence,” 
which many, 1 believe, would almost wish re- 
moved altogether from the Christian’s path. 

But that it may not prove so to you, my dear 
child, I cannot better, perhaps, than now, at its 
very threshold, put you in possession of the only 
key to its difficulties, furnished by the labours of 
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the hosts of able and excellent men^ whose talents 
have been devoted to its elucidation. David, 
then, while in his hatred to idolatry, and zeal for 
the living God, he is justly held up as a contrast to 
disobedient Saul, and a pattern to future Jewish 
monarchs — ^may, in his private anVlfar more im- 
perfect character, be viewed as reflecting no less 
hruly, the occasional lapses into gross sin, the' 
humbling inconsistencies, but prevailing ^irit of 
penitence and devotedness to God, which charac- 
terize the erring, yet sincere Christian. And 
sure I am, that none such can behold, reflected 
as in a mirror, his own easily besetting sins, in 
the less praiseworthy parts of this much abused 
chapter in the annals of human nature — withput 
feeling inclined, instead of joining the scoffer in 
his sneer at the palpable blots in the picture— 
rather to shrink abased in the comparison with 
the deep penitential fervour, and ardent renewed 
obedience, by which the falls of David were, on 
the first awakenings of conscience, ihimediately 
succeeded. And now that your age, and increas- 
ing acquaintance with spiritual things, leads me 
to hope that our joint consideration of it in this 
light, may be blessed to our mutual benefit, — Z 
feel glad that your expressed wish on the subject 
overcame the perhaps sinful cowardice, which 
had made me half shrink froln the discussion. 
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and leave yon to grope your way unaided through 
a thorny^ but most improveable field of moral 
discipline. We shall have abundant reason as 
we go along by comparing especially that preci- 
ous treasury of the inmost sentiments of David, 
contained in Us Psalms, with the circumstances 
in his external histoiy which gave them birth— 
to be convinced that the interesting record was 
truly written, like other Scriptures, for " reproof, 
for examplci for correction, and fi:)r instruction in 
righteousness." 

We must now, however, pass to the victoiy 
granted by God to the not yet fully discarded 
monarch of Israel. By whose valour was it 
specially won ? . 

Mary. Oh ! Jonathan’s to be sure. Only he 
and his annour-bearer ventured over into the 
midst of a whole army of Philistines. 

Mama. This sounds rash and presumptuous, 
Mary. What could have led them to expect suc- 
cess ip so hazardous an attempt ? 

Mary. Jonathan said, perhaps the Lord 
would work for them ; and that it was all the 
same to to save by many, or by few." 

Mama. So that, what would have otherwise 
been unjustifiable rashness, sprung from unbound* 
ed trust in God, and was recompensed according- 
ly. Such you know, was the spirit in which we 
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shall by and bye see the youthful friend of Jona- 
tliaxlj go out ** in the strength of his God/* against 
the gigantic champion of the same Philistines. 
How did He who paralyzed before Dayid the 
mighty arm of the giant of Gath, now blind the 
understanding, and ** confound the deyices of his 
people’s enemies ?” 

Mary. The very sentries, who should haye 
kept them out, inyited Jonathan and his com- 
panion up ; and he saw directly that it was God 
who had so infatuated them ; and this made them 
as bold as lions, and able to kill twenty men. 

Mama. Yet they would probably, when the 
first surprize was over, have fallen victims to 
numbers, had not a strong i^irit of delusion” 
firom the Lord, turned the fury of these Philis- 
tines against each other. 

But by what singular and barbarous enactment 
did the brave young prince of Israel, narrowly 
escape losing his life ? 

Mary. Mama I it was something like Jeph- 
tha’s TOW, only not quite so bad. Saul had rash- 
ly sworn, that any one should die who tasted 
food till the sun was down ; and Jonathan, who 
knew nothing of it, was faint, and glad to find 
some wild honey. 

Mama. Yes ; we have another trait of l)ie 
same impatient and precipitate character, which 
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induced Saul to offer unbidden sacrifice^ — in tbe 
attempt to secure uninterrupted carnage of his 
enemies^ by the prohibition of halting for neces- 
saiy food. Were he, or his people, really gain- 
ers by this arbitrary and unwise decree ? 

Mary. Oh ! no ; for if Jonathan's strength 
was so much revived by a little honey, all the 
rest would have fought twice as w-ell, if they had 
not been faint for^rant of food. 

Mama. ^ But what greater evil far, than even 
diminished slaughter of the Philistines, — accrued 
from the king's rash curse ? 

Mary. It made the poor famished Israelites 
fly on the sheep and oxen they took, and eat 
them with the blood/' Why was this so wrong 
that even Saul was shocked at it ? 

Mama. You are, I am sure, sufficiently 
aware of what precious blood that of beasts, under 
the Jewish economy, was a type, — ^to know why 
it was required to be carefully shed, and never 
parpen of, even in the slaughter of animals for 
ordinary use. And it may afford a useful lesson 
of the degree in which the ** letter" of a com- 
mandment may subsist, when its spirit" has ' 
never been apprehended,— to learn that modem 
Jews among ourselves, still employ, — ^from scruples 
about blood,” . only butchers of their own frith 
and nation ; while its relation to the blor * 
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wHch their sinful ancestors invoked on them- 
selves and their children,*’ never dawns on their 
benighted minds. 

’ But how did Saul, — on this occasion, so scrupul- 
ously alive to the sins of others, — nearly expiate 
"his own fault in driving them to it ? 

Mary. Poor Jonathan’s life -was veiy near 
paying for it ; and that 1 daresay was punish- 
ment enough to his father. JBut was he wrong 
in condemning his own son, since even €h>d 
seemed to be angiy with Israel on his account ? 

Mama. It was Saul, we maj^ believe, against 
whom the chastisement of the Lord, both in the 
denial of further conquest, and the jeopardy of his 
beloved son, was chiefly directed* And though, 
by the permitted interference of an indignant 
people, Jonathan was preserved to him, the dan- 
ger to which his rash adjuration had exposed 
him, would no doubt prey on the fierce and 
gloomy temper, which, ever after his rejection 
from the favour of God, the unhappy^ king seems 
to have indulged. Thiss. in the meantime, found 
vent (as we learn from the end of our chapter) in 
constant and active warfare, in which, as an uip> 
strument not. yet wholly cast aside — God was 
pleased to use him, for the vindication of his 
own honour, and the relief of his people, firom 
the hands of them that spoiled them.*’ That 

c 



14 


MORNINGS WITH MAMA. 


the&b wars continued all the days of Saul^ was 
probably dbiefly owing to that withdrawal of di- 
rect and supernatural aid, which, we shall see in 
our next chapter, his ingratitude and disobedi- 
ence, so justly and fatally provoked. 

Let us leam in the meantime, &om those of 
to-day, the decided preference of ^^Him with 
whom we have to do,” of obedience Over empty 
professions, or even ritual observances ; the jeal- 
ousy with which He guards his own hallowed 
institutions ; His power of working confusion to 
his enemies, by the most apparently inadequate 
means ; the inoonvenience, as well as sinfulness 
of rash oaths, and the applicability to all such of 
our Lord’s injunction, swear not at all.” Lei 
us apply also, in a spiritual sense, what is casu- 
ally dropped of the continued and indecisive war- 
fare, which distinguished the unquiet reign of 
Saul, when forssdcen of God, and left to his own 
unassisted valour and ferocity. Thus it is with 
the unrenewed man', and his ever unsubdued spi- 
ritual enemies. Attacked in his own strength^ 
or at times irresolutely connived at, they harass 
mid embitter to its last hour, his brief and stormy 
^pilgrimage ; and of him it may bo said, as of the 
restless perturbed career of the rejected tyrant of 
Israel, There is no peace, saith my God, to the 
wicked.” 
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Lesson.— 1st Samuel, Chapters xv. and xvi. 


Mama. In the first of these chapters, mv dear 
Maty, we hare the history of that fresh ialbuice 
of disobedience, by which Saul s threatened for- 
feiture of the kingdom, was, though still deferr- 
ed, rendered final and irreyocable; and in the 
next, that anointing of his successor, which 
though as yet confined to the secret counseF’ of 
the Most High, was not the less a sure pledge of 
future soTereignty, to him on whom it was so 
wonderfully conferred. 

What special and solemn injunctipis of the 
God he had so lately (and as he alleged) unwill- 
ingly offended,— did Saul now take upon him 
directly to question and disobey ? 

Mary. An awful one ! to smite Amalek,** 
and utterly destroy men, women, and children, 
and the rery cattle !” 

Mama. Awful indeed, Mary I and a severity 
of Divine justice reserved (as We have already 
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seen in the case of the Canaanites) for the ex- 
treme of lihfilened and incorrigihle wickedness 
alone. But ^at other reason^ besides the 
"measure of the iniquities of Amalek being 
full,” is assigned by Jehovah, as one more likely 
to actuate >a Hebrew monarch, than even regard 
for the insulted majesty of the King of kings ? 

Mary. The ^Mying in 'wait” for Israel by 
the Amalekit'' on the 'way up from Egypt. 
Mamal I remember they would not give the 
children of Israel a passage through their coun- 
try, nor so much as water to drink. -- - 

Mama. Nay, Mary, you are unconsciously 
mixing up, with the positively injurious conduct 
of the Amaleldtes, the cnurlishn« <s of the pos* 
terity of Edom” or Esau. Nor, while blaming 
the latter, must we overlook the peculiar enormi- 
ty of the repeated and unprovoked' attacks of the 
former, on God’s lately rescued people ; by which 
his supremacy ^as defied, and his plans attempt- 
ed to be frustrated at their very outset. It was, 
we may believe, more for resistance to the Di'vine 
will, than for simple enmity towards Israel, that 
Jehovah was induced to record " for a memorial 
in a book,” the awful doom, " I will utterly put 
out the remembrance of Amalek from under 
heaven and that Moses, when erecting an 
altar in commemoration of the victory over that 
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dorofed people, expressly crjoied it, "Jehovah- 
Nissi; because the Lord hath sworn, that he 
will have war with ^*ualek, from generation to 
generu;ii^>’>n.” Both these inspired dedarationa 
being extant in the word of God, and the altar 
in all probability, still standing, you will now 
understand, that in seeking to make Him a 
liar/' by frustrating his declared purposes regard- 
ing Aniabk — Saul became ix- reality, a sharer 
in thatnaKor ’s original transgression, of resistance 
to the Liviue decree. 

This decree God hod now, in his appointed 
time, determined to fulfil, and that by the hands 
of the warlike Jewish king ; wb^sc very eleva- 
tion (wholly due, as Samuel reminds him, to the 
unmerited favour of the Lord) ought to have 
secured, from a grateful heart, the most unlimit- 
ed obedi mce. 

Mary. Yes, indeed. But there was some 
good about Saul too, for he remembered the 
Kenites* former kindness, and watioed them to 
go away. 

Mama. And this part of his conduct, we may 
be sure, was not disapproved by Him, who, while 
never extreme to mark what is done amiss,** 
by the most faulty of his creatures, notes ^eful- 
ly, in the " book of his remembrance,'* the slight- 
est benefit conferred on his chosen servants. By 
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what deed of ibis kind bad the Kenites earned 
the gratitude of Israel ?: ^ 

Mary. IsupposewhenJadl^thewifeofHeberthe 
Kenite, delivered them by lolling Sisera. Though' 
a cruel action for a \voman^ it was a great thing for 
Israel^ and I suppose saved the lives of thousands 
of innocent people. 1 have understood that 
much better since we talked it over, and so I 
shall, 1 daresay, this about Agag. Indeed, I 
know already Saul^had no ri|^t4o spare his life, 
when Ood had forbidden him to save any one. 

Mama. And I do not know my dear, that 
any explanation could add to the force of what* 
you have simply and imconsciously stated, as to 
the exact cause of Saul's a^arent clemency proT« 
ing displeasing to €ro<|r But, besides the direct' 
contravention of a plain, but awiiilly expressed 
command, there were two features in the transac- 
tion peculiarly insulting to the Being whom Sanl 
professed withurhis lips to honour and leTere.* 
The first was «n arrogant assumption on the part^ 
of his mere human instrument, of that power to , 
absolve and punish, which bekogs . of right to 
him in whose hands are the keys of hiQ and of 

death and the second was the insolent attempt 
to propitiate one who prefers obedience'* before 
sacrifice," with an offering of the v^ spoils 
which, as an abomination in his sight, he had de- 
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voted to utter destruction. Shall man be mor^ 
just tlian his Maker ?’* might indeed have been 
addressed^ by the in<3l|pant prophet^ to him who 
had taken upon him" to speak peace/' when 
God himself had said there should be '^no peace’! 
even to the "wicked.” And well might he, 
with reference to the second insulting mockery — 
have adred — " what meaneth this bleating of 
sheep and lowing of oxen in mine ears ?” if indeed 
the "command of the Lord” had been implicitly 
performed ? 

Mary. Mama! I see it all. And I don’t 
even think (as 1 once did) that it^ould be out of 
tender heartedness Saul saved Agag alive, because 
he was so ready, just before, to have put his own 
son to death, for innocently taking a little honey. 

Mama. Yes, Mary ; so disproportionately did 
this capricious tyrant estimate a slight transgres- 
sion against his own arbitrary decree, and a whole 
life of provocation against the Most High — ^that 
the same hand which scrupled not to sign, in the 
midst of his meritorious success, a brave and ami- 
able son’s death wdnant, refused to execute on an 
inveterate foe, the just sentence of the Almighty! 
Pride, and self-wffl, Saul’s two besetting sins, 
were, we may be sure, at the bottom of what 
passes, with the unthinking, for commendable 
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humaiuty, in the reckless intended executioner of 
Jonathan, and the oowardlj attempted assassin 
of Dayid. 

Did you remark any ciremnstance, as we read, 
by which the latter feature, a common attendant 
on wickedness, here displayed itself? 

Mary. Yes, Mama; Saul basely lays the 
blame, of saying the oxen and chief things that 
(diould have been destroyed, on '^ihe people," as 
if they would have dared, unless he had set them 
the example by sparing Agag. 

Mama. And what signal confirmation did the 
prophet soon give to the ay?ful words, that ^^re^ 
bellion is in the sight of the Lord as the sin of 
witchcraft, and stubbornness as idolatry ?" 

Mary. When Saul was meanly clmging to 
Samuel to turn again with him, not because he 
was sorry, but merely that the people might not 
know God had given himup-^e prophet’s mantle 
was rent, and Samuel told him it was a sign of 
his kingdom being taken firom him, and given to 
a better person. 

Mama. What is the qpecial reason assigned 
for this final rejection of Saul from being king 
over Israel ? 

Mary. Because he had rejected the word 
of the Lord.” 

Mama. And to what awful sanctions does 
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the prophet appeal for the irrevocable nature of 
the doom ? 

Mary. " Tlie strength of Israel/' he says, 
" ivill not lie nor repeiit, for he is not a man that 
he should repent." 

Mama« As we may henceforth, consider Saul 
—though temporarily, for the trial of David's 
feith, continued on the throne — as judicially dead, 
and given up to that worst of avengers, his own 
** reprobate mind," lil us be sure that we fully 
understand and adequately appreciate those un- 
pardonable offences against the benefactor by 
whom he had been raised, whicL justified, even 
to our finite judgment, the withdrawal of God's 
abused favour. In what one word may they be 
summed up ? 

Mary. Disobedience, Mama. 

Mama. And is this the first instance of for- 
feiture, deep, grievous, and irrevocable, brought 
on man by the same unhallowed cause ? . v 

Mary. Oh ! no. Adam and Eve lost para- 
dise for disobeying God like Saul. 

Mama. And, like Saul, for distrusting him ; 
the bitter root of all disobedience, being then, as 
now, unbelief. ^^We shall not surely die," 
echoed our parents' heart to the voice of the 
tempter. Surely the bitterness of death is past,"- 
thought the wretched Agag, at the moment when 
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bis deserved doom was about to come upon him, 
aggravated by the vain-glorious respite of Saul ! 

Mary. One cannot help being a little sorry 
for Agag, and vexed that Samuel should have to 
be his executioner. 

Mama. On ihe former point, I think you 
may be relieved by what is said here and else- 
where of the personal cruelty of the Amalekite 
tyrant, which rendered his death an act of just 
retribution. And as to the fitter, Samuel is never 
supposed to have taken on himself an office, in- 
consistent with Ibe sanctity of the priestly char- 
acter, but merely to have sanctioned and presided 
at the judicial execution of Agag. 

There cannot, perhaps, be a stronger contrast 
between genuine and spurious sehribility, the 
which you yourself remarked, of the reluctance 
of bloody Saul to sacrifice God's enemy, and the 
unhesitating readiness to do so of the gentle, mild 
Samuel; whose whole character— from his almost 
infant sympathy with the wounded feelings, and 
family misfortimes of his aged benefactor, to his 
own pathetic farewell address to his ungrateful, 
but still beloved countrymen— breathes nothing 
throughout but tenderness and benevolence. 

Of this we even see a trail in his compliance 
with Saul’s abjeci intreaties that he would turn with 
him, to save appearances, before the elders of his 
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people. And though duty to a higher soYerMgn, 
forbade the aged prophet ever agdin to renew 
their personal intercourse; we read that he 

mourned*' in secret for the worse than death of 
the goodly youlh^ in whose exaltation (even at 
the expense of his own) he had bean so disinter-^ 
ested an agent. 

Mary. It shewed a Tory good hearty I am 
sure^ and one it ^arrj that God seems displeased 
by it. 

Mama. Nay^ Mary ; the gentle rebuke^ im«> 
plied^ rather than contained, in the beginning of 
our second chapter^ hardly bears that construc- 
tion ; any more than the many similar ones ad- 
dressed to good Moses iii like occasions. 

But did the one prophet, any more than the 
other, testify at first, &e required alacrity in 
God’s service ? 

Mary. No; Moses, you remember, made many 
excuses not to go to Pharaoh ; and Samuel said 
if Saul heard of his going to anoint another king, 
he would kill him. How could he be so foolish ? 

Mama. Just because he was a man, Mary, 
and not an angel ; and to shew that tlic most 
tried servants of God — those who could confront, 
in his strength, at one time, the^ower of a Saul, 
or a Pharaoh — could give way, at others, to a 
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despondency and distrust, not altogether strangers 
to the more enlightened Christian's path. 

But how wonderful and encouraging, in both 
instances we have quoted — is the long-suffering, 
and condescension to human infirmity, of the 
«iAlmighty I Moses has miracle after miracle 
Touchsafed, to overcome his reluctance ; and 
Samuel is permitted 4o cloak, under the vail of 
sacrifice, the sinful cowardice of a treacherous 
heart — ^thus, indeed, unconiciously furthering, by 
his own weakness, the probable designs of provi- 
dence, in keeping secret for a time, the future 
elevation of a son of Jesse. 

Of what town was this man an inhabitant ? 

Mary. Bethlehemi^ Mamal the very place 
where Christ was bom ! 

Mama. And does this surprise you, my dear ? 
Of whom was his mother, a lineal descendant ? 

Mary. I might have known — of David. 

Mama. And do you remember how this birth 
of the Saviour of mankind, was, in fulfilment of 
ancient prophecy, brought to happen at Beth- 
lehem, where his parents had never resided ? 

Mary. By his mother going to her own city 
to be taxed 

Mama. Ye§; in obedience to an edict of a 
keathen emperor, unique, as far as we know. 



MORKING SECOND. 


in the annals of his empire^ and of which we 
should probably never have heard> but for its 
unconscious furtherance of the recorded designs 
of Heaven I 

But to return to Samuel and his mission. 
What effect had it o%the elders iff Bethlehem? 

Mary. They trembled,*' and asked if he 
came " peaceably.” What were they afraid of? 

Mama. Probably of rebuke for some trana- 
gression of which their consciences accused them> 
nor could the recent public reproof and rejection 
of Saul, have failed to invest with additional awe 
the character of God's chosen prophet. But he 
soon quieted these fears, and offered along with 
them that sacrifice, without which (though not 
so understood by them,) the inauguration of the 
future king would have been mihallowed and 
incomplete. 

With' a view to their particular share in it, 
Jesse and his sons were, eq>eGially called” and 

sanctified being indeed, as me elsewhere 
learn, among the principal persons of the city. 
But were they all present on the solemn occasion? 

Mary. Oh no I Mama. I used to be so de- 
lighted long ago, when I first heard the story — 
with Samuel fancying that all the handsome elder 
sons must be God's choice — ^and dear little 

D 
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David all the T^hile left with the Bheep^ and no- 
body BO much as thinking of him I 

Mama. Nobody! Maxy! He who ‘^seeth 
not as man; seeth^'* thought of him^ and had 
marked him, even from tjb^ dmepfold,” for his 
own. Not for &e beauluff his oountenance, — 
though he too, like his brothers, was ^'goodly to 
look at,'* — ^but because the Lord, who looketh 
on the heart,** discerned the fairer rudi- 

ments of iaith and obedience, of piety ;and peni- 
tence. For these it was, that he said to his ser- 
vant Samuel, Arise, anoint him^ for this is he.” 
And how wonderful is the consequence of this 
mystical act, and how great is henceforward the 
contrast, between the now rejected, and chosen 
future, king of Israel ! Wherein did it consist? 

Mary. The Spirit of the Lord came upon 
David, from that day forth, — and departed fix>m 
Saul. 

Mama. And was this desertion of God's Spirit, 
-—awful and desolating as it must have been, his 
only punishment ? 

Mary. rHk no! *'An evil spirit troubled 
him;” hut why is it said to be ^^fiom the 
Lord?” 

Mama. Because permitted at least, by the 
Almighty, to combine with his own remorse. 
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and ungovemed passions^ judicially to rex and 
torment him, like the demoniacs we read of in 
Scripture. 

But how singular was the proljdential ar- 
rangement which te^ught — at the unconscious 
suggestion of Saul's Si||tants — his courts the 
successor^ whose presence there^ and popularity 
with the peo^e he was oneday to rule over, were 
as desirable^ as under ordinary ciroumstanees, 
they would have been improbable. 

For what purpose was David summoned from 
keeping his sheep^ to he the unexpected inmate 
of a palace ? 

Mary. To play before Saul on the harp, 
and charm away his melancholy. 1 wonder liow 
a shepherd boy should have become a famous 
musician, and be heard of so far. 

Mama. ^Music, in its simplest forms at least, 
is no unusual shepherd accomplishment. But 
from David’s being styled, at this early period, 
a mighty valiant man and prudent,” as well as 
a comely person, we may trace in the lately ob- 
scure and forgotten stripling, the niiaturing energy 
of that Spirit of the Lord, to whose presence even 
Saul’s servants ascribed such uncommon qualifi- 
cations. 

Mary. How strange too, that Saul should 
have taken a liking to the veiy person he would 
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have hatcd^ had he known all ! This must have 
been God's doing, as well as the effect of David’s 
playing, in charming awfty the evil spirit. 

Mama. ^„That the whole course of events 
which placed David tinder the irimiediate sha- 
dow of the thitme he hereafter to occupy^ 
was overruled by God, is too manifest to escape 
any one. But music,-— eudii especially, as the 
pious strains, with which we are sure the sweet 
psalmist of Israel must have soothed the unquiet 
and remorseful spirit of Saul, has a powerful 
tendency of itself to calm and tranquillize the 
soul ; independently of the direct rebuke which 
the piety of Davids severe in youthful beauty," 
would convey to an actual spirit of evil, were 
such permitted really to visit and harass Saul. 

Of his taste and profidency, even thus early, 
in sacred poetiy, we have an example in the 
9th Psalm, supposed by many to be’ commemor- 
ative of the victory oyer Goliath. And Oh 1 
Mary, when reading it, and the many other de- 
lightful productions of the same inspired pen, 
can we ever he sufficiently thankful, that the 
songs of Zion, which had^power in those days, to 
banish the gloom, and refresh the troubled spirit 
of Saul, have descended through countless ages, 
to cheer, and fortify, and animate the Christian 
of our own, — to attend him as familiar friends,. 
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tlirough every step of his chequered pilgrimage 
— to lull his very cra^e vith their hallowed 
melodies — to form the first precious exercise of 
his infant lips^ and memory — and, ^ddon his 
dying ear in that dark valley, which they have 
so powerfully contiibii;^d to divest of its terrors. 
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Lesson.— -Ist Saint^l> Chapter xvii. 

Mama. The peculiar energy aad animationj 
my dear Maiy, with which, (as I remember re- 
marking in the case of your fayourite Ruth) you 
have just read me the history of the first exploit 
of the youthful David, seemis to spare me the 
trouble of pointing out its uncommonly interesting 
character. But the scene of it, so minutely here 
described, will be placed, perhaps, more vividly 
before your eyes, or your imagination, if we 
quote, in illustration of it, some remarks of a 
modem traveller of that valuable class,* to whom 
we are of late years so deeply indebted, for mak- 
ing the localities of our sacred story familiar to 
the fireside of the humblest Christian reader. 

He says After some miles of hard journey 
over hills and rocks, we entered the famous val- 
ley, renowned for centuries, as the field of the 
victory gained by David over the uncircumcised 
Philistine. Nothing has occurred to alter the 
face of the country. The very ^ brook,* whence 
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Datid cliosc the 'five small stones/ has beesr' 
noticed by many a thirsty pilgrim, joumcying 
from Jaffa to Jerusalem, aU of whom must pass it 
in their way. The ruins of goodly edj^ces, attest 
indeed, the religious Teneration entertained in 
later periods, for the Jballowed spot ; but even 
these are now scarcely discernible ; and nothing 
can be said to interrupt the native dignity of this 
memorable scene.'* 

Mary. How I should like to see the veiy 
spot ! Whereabouts shall 1 look for it on the.* 
map? 

Mama. The places named in the beginning, 
of the chapter, as the site of the combat, lie be- 
tween Jerusalem and Bethldhem ; to the south 
of the former, and somewhat nearer to it, than to 
the latter ; viz. a distance of firom fifteen to 
twenty miles. 

But was this memorable valley between Shoak 
and Azekah,*’ destined to be the scene of a gen* 
eral battle between the two great armies, which 
occupied the rival heights on either side ? 

Mary. No, no. The Philistines thought 
one of their men enough, to conquer the Israelites 
by ; and sent him out to challenge any one of 
them to fight him ; and whichever champion 
lost, his nation was to serve the other. 

Mama. Similar trials of strength in ancient 
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days were not uncommon; and sometimes hu- 
manely designed to sate needless efifusion of 
blood. But was the obsftest^ in this case^ an 
equals or fair one ? 

Maby. Any thing but that ! Goliath was a 
pant^ more than six cubit| high^ and all corered 
with brazen armour. 

Mama. But unless we know the precise 
height to which six cubits and a half amount ; 
or what proportion the weight of this huge and 
oumbrous armour^ bore to the structure of the 
Philistine giant^ we shall form a yery imperfect 
estimate^ either of the terrors of this gigantic cham- 
pion^ or thecourage of Darid in encountering him. 

Maby. Mama^ I forget about a cubit,'* 
though you once told me. 

Mama. It is the .length of a man's arm, from 
the shoulder to the elbow ; and thus measured, 
Goliath must hare stood, nearly eleren feet high. 
Indeed, a less bulk could hardly haye sufficed, to 
unable him to bear the enormous burden of his 
armour, which weighed, eyen by the standard 
of the smaller shekdi, must hayc amounted to an 
hundred and fifty pounds ; his spear's head alone, 
weighing from fifteen to twenty. 

We need not wonder that sucdi a Colossus, 
thus provided with defensive, as well as ofien- 
siye armour, (for his very legs were shielded by 
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greaves of brass/') should strike terror among^ 
the nearly unarmed multitudes of Israel ; accus- 
tomed for years to tremble before the Fhilistinesy 
and but recently emancipated from their galling 
yoke. Saul too, had lost, with God's favour and 
countenance, his youl^ul valour and daring; 
and day after day, did the blaspheming pagan 
insult with impunity, the name and people of 
Jehovah. 

But by what train of circumstances, was Da- 
vid brought opportunely to the camp, to vindin 
cate the honour of both ? 

Mary. I was rather going to ask, how he 
came to be away from it, and seemingly living at 
home with his father. I thought he was already 
at court, waiting on Saul. 

Mama. 1 am glad you have observed, and 
mentioned, what has puzzled older heads to 'ac- 
count for satisfactorily. 

Some have been induced, (especially by the 
apparent ignorance of David’s person, displayed 
by Saul’s questions about him, after the victory,) 
to make this part of his history precede in the 
order of time, his appointment as minstrel to the 
deceased monarch ; while others again think the 
questions might simply apply, to the particular 
family and parentage, of the “ stripling’' , now 
rendered famous in Israel. 
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We should always be extremely cautious in 
adopting conjectures, however plausible, when 
not home out by the express words of Scripture. 
But as similar inversions of the order of events, 
are by no means uncommon, as we shall see, in 
this very history, where their rectification, so far 
from invalidating, only corroborates the tmth of 
the sacred narrative — 1 can see no possible harm 
in leaning (in a point of no material consequence,) 
to the fonner, and most probable of the two opin- 
ions, or stating the grounds on which it rests. 

In the first place then, had David, as is cer- 
tainly said in this 'chapter even resigned, on the 
army’s taking the field, his post of armour 
bearer,” to and returned (a most unlikely 
circumstance) to tli« care of what his brother 
tauntingly calls, his few sheep in the wilder- 
ness,” that brother could hardly have dared to 
upbraid with presumption, in desiring to witness 
the battle, one already in favour at the court of 
Saul. Indeed, the whole effect of the simple 
wonder, and innate modesty, yet transcendent 
bravery, and noble trust in God, of the youthful 
champion, is so heightened by supposing him 
(as the narrative itself almost implies) arriving, 
for the first time in his life, on a scene of con- 
flict, as a simple rustic messenger to his warlike 
brethren— and fresh from his sylvan triumphs, in 
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the strength of his God^ orer the beasts of the 
desert — ^that it would quite mar the beautiful 
simplicity of the picture, to fancy him already a 
resident in a court, and an associate of Saul, and 
his " men of war.” Nor is there Ihe least difiBr- 
culty, in supposing that the later circumstance, 
of David’s soothing with his music, the mdan- 
ch31j of Saul, was mentioned, naturally enough, 
by anticipation, in last c ipter ; as connected 
with the recorded departur God’s Spirit from 
the cme, and the gifts conferred by its descent 
on the of the other. That the selection of 
David for future sovereignty, was as yet unknown 
to, or distrrs^.cd his family, we have a proofi 
in three of uis .-•>thers being engaged in the 
army of Saul. 

On what er:M\d, connected with their comfort, 
was their future monarch dk^tched to the 
camp ? 

Mary. lie was sent, just like Joseph, to see 
after their welfare, and cany their provisions* 
And his brother puts me in mind of Joseph’s 
Inrethren, he is so cross and envious. 

Mama. Yes ; and it is singular, that much 
as we hear minutely, and by name, in after days, 
of David's chief friends and adherents, few of his 
father’s numerous family (the sons of his idsteir 
Zeruiah excepted) occur among them^ as idiarers 
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'either in his evil or prosperous fortunes. But 
did the evident neglect by which^ as a youth, he 
was treated by his overbearing relatives, make 
him hesitate to obey his father’s command for 
iheir beneht ? 

Mary. Oh, no ! he " rose up early,” and 
when he came to the place, he ran into the 
army and saluted his brother.” And just as he 
was talking to them, the giant came up, as usual, 
ivith his arrogant words, and David heard him. 

Mama. And what effect had the insolent 
defiance, and the aspect of its utterer (before 
which all the men of Israel fled, and were sore 
afraid,”) on the shepherd boy of Bethlehem ? 

Mary. He longed to fight him from the first, 
one may easily see, though he was too young and 
modest to say so. 

Mama. And does it appear to be for the sake 
of the great riches” promised, or even the hand 
of the king’s daughter, that his generous soul 
hums to be the instrument in this great victory ? 

Mary. No ; it is to be the man to take away 
the reproach ^^irom Israel,” and punish the " un- 
circumcised Philistine” who dared to defy the 
armies of the living God.” 

Mama. Yes, Mary ; such was the flame of 
mingled piety and patriotism that kindled in a 
.moment the latent valour of David, and earned 
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for him the supernatural aid of Him^ for whose 
insulted majesty he chiefly felt indignant ! Yet, 
with all this high resolve, and righteous confi- 
denoe heating proudly in his heart, could David 
gain a nobler victory over himself ; and disarm, 
by the " soft answer that tumeth away wraths * 
the malignant sarcasms of his brother. 

How did he reply to him ? 

Mary. What hare I done ? is there not a 
causer 

Mama. Or, in other words, Can you won- 
der at even a youth, feeling prompted to avenge 
his coimtry, when among so many older, and 
abler champions, none seems willing to under- 
take it V* 

But all did not treat his generous purpose with 
the haughty contempt of Eliab ; his words were 
repeated to Saul, and he sent for him. 

Mary. Mama 1 if Saul Imd known him well 
before, he would surely have said so now ; but 
he speaks to him^ like a stranger lad, and says he 
is not able to go agmnst the Philistine. 

Mama. A most natural conclusion, humanly 
speaking, and judging merely from their relative 
age, size, and strength. But in what a beautiful 
manner does David remove the pardonaMe' dis- 
trust of the king ! Perhaps a more exquisite ex- 
ample of genuine modesty, and true piety, is 
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&ardlj to be found in the Bible^ than is contained 
in these few verses. And had the dispositions 
thus early indicated^ remained uncorrupted by 
the evil influence of the world, the title of one 
after God's own <heart,” might have adhered to 
David, unquestioned, through life. 

Bead me the words of this simplest and sweet- 
est of heroic narratives. 

Mary. Thy servant kept his father’s sheep, 
and there came a lion and a bear, and took a 
Iamb out of the flock. And I went out after him, 
and smote him, and deliveredit out of his mouth; 
and when he arose against me, I caught him by 
the beard, and smote him, and slew him. Thy 
servant slew both the lion and the bear; and 
this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of 
them ; seeing he hath defied the armies of the 
living God. 

David said, moreover, the Lord that delivered 
me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the 
paw of the bear ; he will deliver me out of the 
hand of this Philistine. And Saul said unto 
David, Go, and the Lord be with thee." 

Mama. Yes, Mary ; to faith and holy confi- 
dence such as this, human prudence itself would 
offer no further opposition. Nor could, let us 
remember, such pure and sublime sentiments 
owe their origin, save to that Spirit of the 
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Lord" by which we already are aware^ the soul 
of the young man was now fully possessed and 
iu spired. 

Mary. Then the Spirit of the Lord resting" 
on DaTid, means^ I suppose^ something very 
different from the way it used to come " at 
times upon Samson ? 

Mama. I am glad you have recollected and ap- 
plied this ; and discerned Ihe distinction^ between 
the infusion from on high, of pure spiritual prin- 
ciples, and holy motives, in the whole character 
(with a few sad exceptions) of David — and the 
mere conveyance of supernatural bodily strength 
and energy, for special purposes, to the generally 
&ulty Samson. 

But by what purely, natural means did Saul 
design to compensate for the tender age, and in- 
experience in war, of David ? 

Mary. By lending him his own armour : but 
the lad had never been used to it, and felt it 
would only be an encumbrance. I can well un- 
derstand this. Mama, for 1 tried to lift a coat of 
mail in a museum once, and I could not so much 
as move it with both hands. 

Mama. Imagine, then, what practice would 
be necessaiy to wear a whole suit of such pon- 
derous materials. But with what weapons, more 
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adapted to his age and calling, did the shepherd 
chalnpion of Israel pro'vtdc himself ? 

Mary. Five smooth stones out of the, 
brook/’ and a bag, and his sling and staff. No 
wonder, Mama, that the proud Philistine was 
affronted, and asked if he came out against him 
as a dog. 

Mama. Or that he, who saw only as man 
sceth/’ disdained the fair Tuddy countenance, and 
simple shepherd-bearing of the Lord's anointed ! 
But was he satisfied >with bare contempt and 
acorn? 

Mary. No ; he cursed David by his gods,” 
and said he would “ give his flesh to the fowls of 
the air, and the beasts of the field.” 

Mama. And did Davi4> as youthful rashness 
might have dictated, return cursing fi[)r cursmg,” 
and railing for railing 

Mary. No, indeed ! his answer is both mild 
and awful. “ Thou comest to me with a sword, 
and with a spear, and with a shield ; but 1 come 
to thee in the name of the Lord of Hosts, the 
God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast 
defied.” 

Mama. Ay, Mary, and while he retorts in 
the name of that God, the insolent threats of the 
enemy and blasphemer — ^mark the noble pervad- 
ing motive which, on this and a thousand suhse- 
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queiit occafflons^ animated the courage of thin 
lion-hearted servant of ^hovah^ yiz. that all 
the earth may know that there is a God in Israel/* 
and that he sareth not with sword and spear^ 
for the battle is the Lord’s, and he will give you 
into our hands.” 

Bear this in mind^ my dear, as that grand lead- 
ing principle, by which the extent of God’s reci- 
procal favour for his faithful servant, is, even to 
our finite understanding, fully justified. 

MarV. It does one’#: heart good to hear so 
young a person sp^ so beautifully, as well as 
boldly. No wonder bis hand was steady, and 
his aim go«,d, and the stone sent right into the 
giant’s forehead ! It must have been hard work 
to draw out the huge monster’s sword, and cut 
off his head with it ? Why did David do this ? 

Mama. In compliance with universal custom, 
and to bear the trophy to the feet of Saul. The 
valuable armour which the same custom made 
the property of the conqueror, was afterwards 
piously dedicated, along with the sword, by 
David in the tabernacle of the Lord ; thus giving 
the honour of the victory to whom all honour was 
due, and proving that the expressions by which 
it was ushered in, viz. the battle is the Lord’s,” 
were not, as is too often the case in similar re- 
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f^rences by earthly conquerors^ mere lip homage^ 
alid Vords of course. 

We have commented so fully, as we went 
along, on this pleasing and well known part of 
Scripture, that we haye only to draw from it -the 
personal and practical encouragement it affords, 
for strenuous resistance, in the strength of our 
God, of our spiritual enemies. For it were to 
insult that Lord, whom Dayid delighted to 
honour, to imagine, that he who restrained before 
his youthful anointed, 4he ferocity of the wild 
beasts of the desert— ^nd made a pebble in the 
hands of a boy, the instrument of discomfiture 
against a mail-clad giant — ^will fail, in the hour of 
need, to fight on the side of those who display in 
his service, the humility, the zeal, and, above all, 
the fervent piety, and deep sense of religion, of 
David. 
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Lksbon.— I st Samuel, Chapters xviii. and xix. 

Mary. Matna, I am quite at a loss now, 
which to love best, DaTid or his friend. I al- 
most think Jonathan is most to be admired, be^ 
cause it would hare beeli*. so natural for Saul’s 
son to hate and envy David, especially when the 
‘Women pra's^idhlm in their songs above his own 
father ; instead of which, he preferred him to his 
very self! 

Mama. I should indeed have been disap- 
pointed, my dear child, hs4 disinterestedness 
of attachment, so peculiarly atiiractive to youth, 
failed to secure your esteem for Jonathan ; and 1 
anticipate much pleasure, as well as instruction, 
from our following up together the progress of a 
friendship so honourable to both parties, as well 
as to our common nature. ^ How early did it 
commence ? 

Mary. At once, Mama. There is not a word 
said here about their knowing each other before ; 
but no sooner h.ad David done speaking to Saul, 
than Jonathan loved him as his own soul.” 
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Mama. And well does an affection^ so nobly 
founded^ deserve 101)6 traced to higher motives 
than mere caprice or fancy ! On what subject was 
the conference between Saul and David> by 
which the favour of Jonathan was so instantane- 
ously won ? 

Mary. About the victory over the giants I 
suppose ; they could be talking of nothing else. 

Mama. And what qualities, far beyond mere 
animal bravery, or even mental heroism, did 
David's former speech to Said, on the same occa- 
sion, manifest ? 

Mary. A delightjhd mixture. Mama, of mo- 
desty, as a lad — and yet boldness to fight because 
God would be with him — and concern for God's 
honour — and feeling for his poor countrymen— 
and a great deal more beindes. 

Mama. And can we wonder that qualities so 
rare in themselY 0 f^ and still more rarely united- 
should command the esteem of a thoroughly kin- 
dred mind ? or that, combined with the happiest 
personal gifts in one of congenial age and dispo- 
sition — ^they should ripen quickly into indissolu- 
ble attachment? How was the reality of thi^ 
affection first proved ? 

Mary. By Jonathan making a covenant 
with David,” and stripping off his very robe,” 
and " sword,” and " girdle,” to give him. 
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Mama. Are yon aware that hy all these 
actions, more than simple goo3-will was intended, 
and demonstrated ? In the east, the bestowal of 
a royal robe,” or pelisse, on an inferior, is, to 
this day, one of the highest marks of distinction. 
Do you happen to recollect any instance in which 
itu individual, suddenly raised from the depths of 
peril and obscurity, was similarly invested ? 

Mary. Let me think, Mama ! I don’t know 
if a robe ” is mentioned, but Joseph had fine 
clothes put on him by Pharaoh, and a ring off 
the king’s own finger* 

Mama. W<*U remembered. But I was think- 
ing of Mcrdecai, the Jew,” who — as the man 
whom the king delighted to honour,” — was led 
through the city, arrayed in the royal robes, and 
mounted on the king’s own charger. 

An exchange of girdles” has .ever been, in 
those countries, a token of unbounded confidence ; 
and to none but a braver (at least in his own 
estimation) than himself, would a warrior of anti- 
quity have presented his sword,* or bow. 

But did David justify the high, and almost 
romantic estimate formed of him by his princely 
comrade? 

^Mary, Yes. He " behaved himself wisely, 
and was accepted in the sight of all .the people, 
and of Saul's servants also.” 
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Mama. In the latter part of this praise, 
Marj, we have an almost certain confirmation of 
its earlier portion. For wisely" indeed must 
that obscure youth have behayed himself" who 
could, at the age of two-and-twenty, hare sus- 
tained undazzled, the exaltation of being set 
oyer'* the yaliant warriors of Saul ; and at the 
same time secured their esteem, and that of the 
nation at large ? 

In what rather inyldious manner was this 
esteem manifested ? 

Mary. The women came out of all the 
cities of Israel," singing, to meet Saul ; but all 
the time praising David ten times more highly. 

Mama. A circumstance too likely to aggra- 
vate and embitter the already envious feelings of 
iSaul towards his youthful protege. But did the 
women of Israel, in thus celebrating the triumph 
of their monardh, and his young lieutenant, over 
the natural enemies of their country, violate (as 
we should now feel to be the case) the customs 
or decorum of their sex ? 

Mary. I suppose not. Mama ; for Miriam, 
you know, did the same, after the Bed Sea ; and 
Deborah composed a famous hymn about the 
battle with Sisera. 

Mama. Bight ; and with such examples, the 
conduct of the " daughters of Israel" was fully 
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waaranted. But in what light did it appear to 
Saul? 

Mary. He was very wroth, and the saying 
displeased him,** and he said, what can he hare 
more, but the kingdom ?** 

Mama. Ay, Mary, in the fear of being sup- 
planted in ity lay the secret motive of all Saul's 
imhallowed jealousies and apprehensions ! And 
whence had these their birth, but in that desolat- 
ing sense of abandonment by God, which his own 
stubborn disobedience had provoked ? Well may 
our great poet say, that conscience doth make 
cowards of us all !** for what are the words of 
inspiration to the same effect, regarding Saul ? 

Mary. Saul was afraid of David, because 
the Lord was with him, and was departed from 
Saul.” 

Mama. And under the influence of these 
terrors from the Lord/* the unhappy monarch 
was driven to forego the soothing effects of 
DaTid*s minstrelsy ; and place him in an ofGice 
of trust at a distance from his person. 

What reason have we to think this arrange- 
ment a providential one for David ? 

Mary. Because, Mama, Saul must have 
grown madder and vdekeder than ever ; for he 
actually tried to kill David with a javelin^ while 
he was playing to do him good. 
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Mama. If you had rcTersed your remark, 
and said, “ wickeder and madder,” you would 
have come nearer the truth. For, observe, this 
accession of the judicial frenzy of Saul came on 
him, just after his heart became possessed with 
enhanced envy and evil passions against the inno- 
cent David. 

Mary. But how came he to “prophesy,” 
in such a sad unholy state of mind ? What can 
the word mean here ? 

Mama. Some think the word should be 
translated (as the original admits)* so as to ex- 
press the “ bowlings” of ungovemed frenzy; 
others, who interpret it literally, suppose the 

prophecy” to have consisted (like the extorted 
testimony of the demoniacs in the New Testa- 
ment) in involuntary predictions of the exaltation 
of his rival. Be this as it may, the “ reprobate 
mind” to which he was now “ given up,” was 
not long in suggesting a frightfully treacherous 
device, for getting rid of his supposed enemy, 
under the mask of honour and friendship. 

What reward had been promised to him who 
should deliver Israel from the Philistine cham- 
pion? 

Mary. “ The king’s daughter in marriage.” 
But Saul never thought of fulfilling it, till it oo- 
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curred to. him it might perhaps be the means of 
getting David killed in battle. 

Mama. And did David* fall lightly into the 

snare" so cruelly laid for him ? 

Mary. No ; he does not seem at all anxious 
to be the king’s son-in-law ; and twice declined 
the honour. Indeed, the first time, Saul could 
not be serious in it, for he gave Merab away soon 
after to another person. 

Mama. And, after such a gross affront — 
when the partu\lity of the king’s second daughter 
for David, induced her father to repeat the 
treacherous offer of hei hand — was it idle ambi- 
tion that moved him at length, with much modest 
reluctanci., to accept it ? 

Mary. No, jMama ; it was his bravery, and 
love of fighting with God’s enemies. For when- 
ever he was told his marrying Michal depended 
on his killing a bundled Philistines, it pleased 
him well to be the king's soxv^in-law though 
all the time Saul only intended to get hjm killed 
by them. 

Mama. And was such the result of his cruel 
and cowardly project, to murder his benefactor, 
and make a widow in heart of his favourite 
child? 

Mary. Oh! no. David killed double the 
number of Philistines, and then Saul was ashamed 
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not to '' give him his daughter to wife.’* But 
instead of being glad, he seemed to grudge that 
she should love him. 

Mama. Yes, Mary, even the happiness of his 
child, with an estimable husband, had become a 
source of disquiet to one, who was now, in spite 
of this near relationship, ** his enemy continually.” 

But did any indiscretion on David’s part lend 
a shadow of motive to this unnatural hostility ? 

Mary. Not one. He “ behaved himself 
more wisely than all the servants of Saul ; so that 
his name was much set by.” 

Mama. Oh I Mary ; what an humbling com- 
mentary on these words of deserved encomium, 
is supplied by the opening verse of the very next 
chapter, Saul spake to Jonathan, and all his 
servants, that they should kill David !” 

Does this remind you of a still more hateful 
and groundless pers^ution of a greater than 
David — merely because he did “ all things well,” 
and “ grew in favour with God and man ?” 

Mary. Oh, yes. The scribes and pharisees 
were like wicked Saul — mad with rage and envy 
•—always laying snares to catch Christ — and 

taking counsel together how they might kill 
him.” But our Lord had no friend like Jona- 
than to give him warning of their plans. 

Mama. You forget that the same Divine in- 
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ierposition so often exerted to extricate David 
from present danger, for future sovereignty — was 
expressly and mercifully witliheld, to promote 
the sacrifice of Christ. “ Think you,” (had it 
been otherwise,) His “ Father could not have 
sent twelve legions of angels” for his rescue, in- 
stead of a frail human instrument ? 

But how was that of David, from the snares 
of the fowler,” (as he himself pathetically calls 
them,) effected ? ^ 

Mary. Good Jonathan first warned him to 
keep out of harm’s way — ^and then spoke boldly 
and beautifully for him to his father. 

Mama Beautifully indeed I and not the less 
boldly, that the discretion which ever accom- 
panies true courage, induced him to confine his 
defence, exactly to those points which might 
soften, without irritating Saul. Had he urged, 
for instance, that David- always behaved him- 
self wisely,” and was in consequence, the darling 
of Israel, — would he have acted the part of a 
Judicious, as well as sincere friend ? 

Mary. No. Saul's jealous mind would have 
taken fire, and he would have hated him more. 
But now he " hearkened to the voice of Jona- 
than, and swore ^ as the Lord liveth,* he shall 
not be slain.'* 

Mama. And what a victory, — a bloodless 
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but glorious triumpli was tliis for a son to acliierc, 
—by his own justice and moderation^ OTCr the 
heart of a cruel parchij'and in behalf of a more 
than brother ! Who would not enry his feelings, 
as he once more beheld the two objects dearest 
to him, brought togeth^, as in times past, by his 
powerful mediation ? 

Pitt was this happy state things of long dura'- 
tion ? 

MilEY. No, no I David gained another great 
battle ; and directly Saul's " evil spirit’* came 
upon him* It must surely have been the devil 
himself, Mama ; for w'c never hear of it, except 
just when he gets envious of David, and then it 
immediately makes Saul try to kill him. 

Mama. All characteristic /rails no doubt, of 
him, who we know is a murderer from the be- 
ginning;” and to whose machinations Saul’s 
mind was laid jeMy open, by the declared de- 
partmre of the Holy Spirit. Be this as it may, 
to what domestic guardian (placed about him, 
we may remark, Iby his very foe himself) was. 
David indebted, under Providence, for safety ? 

Mary. When Saul sent after him to his own 
daughter’s house, to >vatch for and murder him, 
—she let him down by a window ; and dressed 
up an image in the bed, and said he was sick. 

Mama. And did the account of his son-in- 
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law's iUnes^j at all disarm or mollify the rage of 
his cruel father ? 

Mary. No ; he senit for him, bed and all, 
that he might slay him ; and when he found out 
the trick, was angry with his very wile for sav- 
ing him. 

Mama. Truly might David say, in the affect- 
ing 59th Psalm, composed in this imminent 
peril, — 

“Deliver me from the workers of iniquity, and 
save me from bloody men. 

“ For, lo ! they lie in wait for my soul ; the 
mighty are gathered against me; not for my 
transgresNu^n, nor for my sin, O Lord. 

“They non and prepare themselves without 
my faidt ; awake to help me, and behold.” 

Nor could any simile more appropriately con- 
vey the idea of the relentless ferocity with which 
his dwelling was beset by the emissaries of Saul, 
than that of a pack of hungry boA howling dogs, 
disappointed of their destined prey. 

“ They return at evening— -they make a noise 
like a dog — and go round about the ^ 

“ Let them wander and down for meat— 
and grudge if they be no^t^satished. 

“ But I will sing aloud of thy power— yea, I 
will sing aloud of thy mercy in the morning,” , 

With whom did David take refuge, or, as he 
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glsewherc expresses it, — ‘‘ flee as a bird unto the 
mountain ?” 

Mary. With old Samuel at Ramah. — One 
might have^thought Sard would have had respect 
for him. 

Mama- Especially, as still farther to ensure 
the safety of David, the aged prophet went down 
and lived with him at Naioth, within the hal- 
lowed precincts of the college, or school of the 
prophets. 

What befel the sacrilegious messengers, sent 
by Saul to invade this sanctuaay ? 

Mary. When they saw the company of the 
prophets, and Samuel at their head, they fell a 
prophesying too. Does this mean foretelling what 
wns to come^ or in giving praises to God ? 

Mama. The latter, in all probability ; as this 
was the stated ^pioyment. of numbers of holy 
persons, who never pretended to the strictly pro-« 
phetic office* But if the inspired songs in which 
the messengers joined, were expressive, as is like-^ 
]y, of the faith adid trust of David, in his Al- 
mighty deliverer, the extorted homage of those 
who involuntarily echoed them, would be the 
more evidaatly miraculous ; especially in the case 
of the infuriated monarch himself, w ho went 
down, (enraged at the ill success of his mission)r 
to wTcak his own vengeance on David. 
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What a contrast must hare been afforded, be- • 
tween his quickly stifled imprecations^ and those 
holier strains of praise, whitfe {from such unblcst 
lips,”) came so strangely and fearfully oij the ear of 
his hearers, as to give rise to the proverbial ex- 
pression of surprise, — Is Saul also among the 
prophets ?” ^ 

Does this remind you of lEuay namesake of his, 
who, bent on an exterminating mission, and 
breathing out threatenings and slaughter/’ was 
suddenly transformed, by a gracious remonstrance 
from on High, into' an inspired follower of the 
[ meek and lowly Jesus ? 

Marv. You must mean the apostle Paul,-— 
though he was never so wicked as Saul, for he 
thought he was doing right all the time, when 
he persecuted the Christians. 

Mama. True ; but it was the spirit of per- 
secution originally in him, (however directed) to 
which I alluded, — and the compilte subjugation 
of which, by the power of Ch^stian principle, 
was a miracle, transcending fai^^the brief trans- 
formation, from a blasphemer to a prophet, of 
the impenitent king of Israel. 

For it is his continue impenitence, Mary, 
that supplies, (instead of a continuation of the 
parallel,) a final and deplorable contrast, between 
the fate of Saul of Gibeah, and Saul of Tarsus. 
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Had the foimcr, (lih^ the latter^) '^not diso- 
bedient unto the heavenlj Tision,” improved to 
its possible gracious end, the miraculous interfer- 
ence of the often quenched Spirit of Ood, in his 
destructive purpose — and become, under its hal- 
lowed influence, reconciled in sincerity to David 
— ^what a store of tempj^ral peace, at least, if not 
of prosperity, might have been laid up for his de- 
clining years ; in the filial love of the best of 
sons, co-operating with the fidelity of the 
bravest of sons-in-law, for the protection of his 
throne, and stability of his kingdom ! Instead of 
a baffled murderer, he might have remained to the 
day of his death, a mighty and honoured mon- 
arch. And his death, instead of being self-in- 
flicted, at the suggestion of despair — and a fit 
termination, for a life of malicious ungodliness — 
might have been as peaceful, as the forbearance 
of that long-suffering God — ^who granted earthly 
tranquillity, as'ihe meed of the tardy penitence of 
an Ahab— could make it. 

Let us remember the question of Saul of Tar- 
sus, himself ; Who made*’ those to differ,'* so 
widely in their end, who in some features of na- 
tural chapter, so strongly resembled each other? 
And let us ever pray, that we may never pro- 
voke God to withdraw his Holy Spirit from us ; 
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and by so doing, choose Our own. portion with 
the unreclaimed and ’ impenitent monarch of 
Israel. 
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Lesson— let Samuel, Chapters xx. and xxi. 

Mary Mama ! was it not a little rasli and 
foolisli in David, to come back from Naiotb, 
where he was safe with good Samuel, and put 
himself again in the power of Saul ? 

Mama. And does not your wonder at his 
taking so natural a step, my dear, betray a little 
haste, and want of consideration on your part, 
both of David's situation and character ? Not 
to mention the irksomeness of being a fugitive, 
and an exile, to every man of common feeling 
and patriotism, David had left behind him, at the 
court of Saul, a faithful vrife, and an honourable 
employment. There lay the scene of his domes* 
tic enjoyments, and public duties ; and where* 
ever these centre, there will the heart of the 
truly excellent of the earth,” ever fondly turn, 
at the hazard of suffering, of danger, nay even of 
death iti^lf. 

But you forget the firm faith, and unswerving 
trust of Da-nd, (which a residence under the roof 
of holy Samuel, could scarcely have failed to 
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strengthen) so beautifully expressed in the 11th 
Psalm, supposed to have been composed, when 
first advised to provide for his safety by flight. 

In the Lord put I my trust ; how say ye to 
my soul, ‘ Flee as a bird to your mountain V ” 

Descriptive indeed, of the treachery of Saul^ 
are the words : 

‘'For lo, the wicked bend their bow, they 
make ready their arrow upon the string, that 
they may privily shoot at the upright in heart." 

But what is the holy influence that, amid such 
perils, sustains and reassures David ? 

“ The J ord*s throne is in heaven ; his eyes be- 
hold, his <^yclids try the children of men. The 
Lord trieth the righteous ; hut the wicked, and 
him that loveth violence, his soul hateth^" 

With such a persuasion as this, for the prevail- 
ing habit of his soul, you will no longer wonder, 
1 am sure, that David should return to his home 
and duty ; especially with the additional human 
motive, supplied to him by the powerful coun- 
tenance of Jonathan. 

Mary. No, Mama ; and I am not surprised 
that Jonathan was too good himself to believe 
that Saul would kill David, after his oath. But 
David seems to have known his enemy better. 

Mama. Yes, Mary ; by bitter experience of 
ids repeated machinations 1 Did even Jonathan, 
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after his friend’s expressed conviction of tlicm, 
advise him at once to shew himself to Saul ? 

Mary. No ; he agreed, like a true friend, to 
do for Datidj “ all that his soul desired,” and 
find out if he could appear safely. But why 
should he have sat at meat” with the king, at 
the new moon 

Mama. Because a solemn feast, accompanied 
by a sacrifice, was appointed to take place on 
every such occasion ; and of course Saul, '(who 
had not left off the outward semblance of reli- 
gion) would expect his household to be present. 
Are you aware, that the months of the Jews (by 
which all their festivs^ were regulated) did not 
begin, like ours, on the same particular day every 
year; but on the first appearmce of the new 
moon itself, which persons stationed for the pur- 
pose, on the tops of hills, proclaimed by the* sound 
of a horn, taall the country ? 

Mary. Ahl this explains something about 
“ blowing the trumpet for the new moon,” which 
1 remember I '^d not understand* when I met 
with it. How pleasant it is. Mama, to know by 
degrees, what every word in the Bible signifies ! 

And how pleasanter far, Mary, as well 
as more profitable, to be learning to apply, — as I 
trust you begin to do — the Httle, the meaning of 
which is become dear to ysu, to the purposes for 
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which all Holy Scripture is given/* of “ re- 
proof, of doctrine, of correction, and instruction 
in righteousness I” Even the mention of abolish- 
ed ritual observances, — such as the Jewilrii new 
moons,'* — may thus be made to remind us of the 
radical defects in sacredness and sincerity, by 
which they were at lengtli converted into an 
abomination, in the sight of Him who ordained 
them. 

But what test was the solemnity of the new 
moon,” to furnish of David's safety from Saul ? 

Mary. Jonathan was to lej; him know whe- 
ther the kin^ enquired for liim roughly, or kind- 
ly. But it WAS a pity David should bid him say, 
he was gone to Bethlehem,” if the king missed 
him, — ^unless he really went. 

Mama. Let us hope that he did so Mary, as 
a natural visit to his father’s family,, on returning 
from exile, and one quite easy of accomplish- 
ment within the three days which elapsed, before 
his friend and he again met. And how incon- 
sistent with the utterance, or even implication of 
hdschood, is the manly confidence in his integ- 
rity, with which he expresses his readiness, if 
really guilty of aught against his sovere^, to 
fall by the hand of his princely brother in arms ! 

Mary. How beautiful it is. Mama, to see 
Jonathan take David ^ipit into the fields, where 
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none heard but God^ and call God to witness his 
kind intentions toward him ! 

Mama. And how much more admirable still, 
the herole submission to the Divine decree, and 
unparalleled disinterestedness of personal friend- 
ship, which could lead the heir-apparent to the 
throne of Israel, — ^without one murmur against 
God, or trace of jealousy of his innocent rival, — 
not only to pledge his own soul to continued good 
offices towards him ; but to condescend to invoke 
in return, the future good-will and protection of 
the shepherd boy, to whom God had seen meet 
to hand over^his hereditary sceptre I In vain 
would you search, my dear child, in all your an- 
cient histories, for a state of mind so superior to 
the common weakness of humanity ; and to 
what, save the knowledge and fear of the true 
God, can we attribute this unquestioned superi- 
ority in magnanimity, of an obscure Jewish 
prince, over the greatest heroes of pagan anti- 
quity ? 

Mary. Oh I there are none of them to be 
compared with Jonathan. They never dreamed 
of maldiJ^ Jriends of those who were to reign in- 
steadpf them. 

Mama. Nay, Mary ; the very possibility of 
persons ^ reigning’ not ^ instead,' but after them, 
affords a criminal pretiliLt to many an eastern 



MORNING PIPTif. 


63 


monarcli, (eren among those who profess to wor- 
ship the one true God) for depriving of eye-sight, 
and frequently of life, their own nearest rela- 
tions ; and so it was unquestionably in Jonathan’s 
power to hare acted at this moment towards 
David, instead counting his safety more pre- 
cious to him than his own. 

To what, besides native greatness of soul, and 
the power of religion, are we to ascribe this rare 
preference ? 

Mary. To Jonathan "loving David as his 
oym soul 1 hope David loved him again, as 
he deserved ; 

Mama. I'lud; we shall have full occasion to 
praise, both from his grief at the death of his 
friend, and his well-earned kindness to that 
friend’s helpless offspring. 

But by what expedient was Jonathan, without 
suspicion, or danger to either, and without a per- 
sonal interview, to apprize David of the result of 
the banquet at the " new moon 2” 

Mary. By shooting three arrows, near where 
David should be hid ; and according as he should 
say to the lad with him, the arrows are on this 
side," or " beyond thee," David would know it 
was safe to stay or go. He might almost have 
guessed beforehand (as I did) how Saul would 
behave. But what Std. he mean by thinking, 
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the first day he missed David, that he might he 
unclean 

Mama. You were aware, I thought, that 
certain legal defilements,— for instance, touching 
a dead body, or attending a funeral, disqualified 
the Israelities for partaking in religious " solemn 
assemblies,” by which name, " new moons” you 
know, are called in Scripture. 

'Mary. But how could Saul wonder at all, at 
David’s absence ? Did he think he Avould come, 
and have a spear thrown at him again ? 

Mama. He might be excused for thinking so, 
as the thing had already happened twice ; and 
David’s forgiving disposition .could not be un- 
known to him. But let us matk the bitterness 
and coiitcmpt, displayed even in the disparaging 
epithet, of " son of Jesse,” by which he desig- 
nates his own son-in-law, — suggested perhaps, 
by that excuse of the recent family festival at 
Bethlehem, wtiich, whether true or fictitious, 
would have pro vedequally unavailing with Saul— 
whose rage, at what he conceives his son’s blind 
infatuation, now for the first time, betrays its 
secret motiy^ in the knowledge of David’s future 
sovereignty over Israel. 

That the narrow and selfish spirit of Saxil, 
diould be incapable of comprehending or appre- 
ciating, the generosity of his son, is only what 
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might be expected. But in his unnatural effort 
to murder that son, instead of his intended vic- 
tim, — \Te see the blind ferocity of a soul, eman- 
cipated from Divine restraints, in the most awful 
and humiliating light. Twice has this unoffend- 
ing, nay, praiseworthy son, nearly fallen by his 
parent's rash hand ; once for bravely defending, 
and now for yet more honourably abdicating, his 
father’s foiieited kingdom. 

M AKY. W ell might Jonathan know, that when 
Saul had tried even to kill hwiy it must be all 
over with David ; and no wonder he was angry, 
and left the table directly. 

Mama. True; but have you observed for 
whom the grief was experienced, which embitter- 
ed to this noble youth, the royal ban(j[uet, and 
turned its viands into gall ? Was it for his own 
narrow escape from death, or the opprobrious 
epithets lavished on him by his father ? 

Mary. No ; “ he was griev^ for David,” 
and the shame done to him by Saul. Of course 
he lost no time in shooting the arrows far enough, 
to let him know all was at an end. But after all, 
David and he did meet, and speak together. 

Mama. So it happened, though the great un- 
certainty and danger, attendant on such an inter- 
view, rendered it prudent to have concerted other 
means of communication. But oh ! . Mary, what 
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reason hare Tve to be glad, that the affecting 
meeting was permitted to take place ; as it af- 
fords perhaps, the most delightful picture of mu- 
tual affection and fidelity, which the annals of 
the world can supjdy I 

I see you feel it, as ail must do ; and 1 trust 
you are capable of appreciating and admiring the 
exquisite simplicity (unequalled save in holy 
writ) with which the heart-rending parting scene 

is narrated — ^the deep and repeated reverence of 
David’s gesture, caHed forth, not by a difference of 
rank, w'hicheach had longsince forgotten — but the 
spontaneous homage of one generous soul to the 
kindred ^catness of anotiier ; and the transition 
from this, to the fond endearments of a friend- 
ship, truly said, to surpass the love of woman” 
— and the weeping of those who felt (like the 
apostle and his converts) that they might " see 
each other's face no more” — and the solemn 
benediction, and consi^iment, to the protection 
of Jehovah, of him who was about to go forth, 
not knowing (like his great descendant) where to 

lay his head I” 

On these, my dear child, it is needless, worse 
than needless to enlarge^ The simple words of 
the sacred historian make us see, nay, feel it 
all ; and those who never felt disposed to weep 
■with David at the feet of Jonathan, and Joseph 
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on the nock of liis brethren, and Jesus at the 
tomb of Lazarus, may safely defy the power of 
language to wake emotions of tenderness in their 
stony bosoms. 

But while we rejoice in the posseshnon of more 
Imman sympathies — let us not be content witl^ 
admiring, and loving, nay, feeling for David and 
Jonathan. Let ns endeavour to regulate our 
human friend&ips by so bright and engaging an 
example; selecting our favourite associates among 
the chosen children of €h)d,—for conformity to 
his will, and devotion to his service, — viewing 
with holy c!nulation> rather than envy, their 
superior adv^j luges of nature or of grace-^adher- 
mg to them faithfully, ' through good and evil 
fortune— and consigning them, when tom from 
us, to the keeping of him whose favour is life," 
and to that friend who sticketh closer than a 
brother.” 

Were Christian friendships thus solidly found- 
ed, and faithfully conducted — ^we should hear 
less of broken ties, and disappointed expccta- 
^ tions ; and after cheering each others’ path 
through life with a continued interchange of 
“ sweet counsel” — denied, alas ! to Dayid and 
Jonathan — ^those who, like them, had been 

lovely in their lives,” would even in death’* 
be for ever undivided.** 
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But we must follow llic future king of Israel's 
W'anderings through the land, one day to be his 
own. 

To whose protection did he now betake him- 
self? 

Mary. Last time he went to Samuel, and 
fitiQ he seems to hare preferred good men ; for 
he came to Nob, to Ahimelech the high priest. 
Mama ! I thought the high priest lived always 
at Jerusalem, where the ark was. 

Mama. You must have thought less than 
usual, my dear, and little to the purpose, since 
you could forget that Jerusalem continued a city 
of ^the heathen Jebusites, till conquered long 
after by David ; and since the late migrations 
and present fate of the ark of God, could have 
escaped your memory. 

Mary.^ Oh! I ought to have remembered 
about the ark being sent back from the Philis- 
tines’ country, m a cart drawn by two milch cows; 
who found the way into Judea of themselves. 
But I quite forget at what place it remained till 
now. 

Mama. At Kirjath-jearim, whither it was 
removed, after the judgment which fell on the 
men of Bethshemesh, for profaning its sanctity. 
Here it remained forty-six years ; till brought 
up in triumph by David, as we shall hereafter see. 
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But why not earlier transferred from its ob- 
fscure exile to the wonted shelter of the tabernacle, 
we have no means of ascertaining. This only 
we know, that Nob, the city at which Ahimelech 
was officiating, was one set apart for the resi- 
dence of the priests, and as such, in some degree 
saerrd. There is something extremely puzzling, 
and (as far as I know) hitherto unexplained, in 
the circumstance of shew-bread” being daily 
consecrated and offered, in the absence of that 
“ ark of the testimony,” and ** mercy seat,” be- 
fore which it had been originally ordained to 
stand. Thai It was so, we learn, however, from 
our chapter. ^ ^ « 

What were the first emotions of Ahimelech, on 
seeing David ? 

Mary. He was afraid, when he saw him 
aJone” — ^why so ? 

Mama. Because, as the trusted commander 
of a large body of men, it was uhusual for him 
to be so meanly attended ; though (having, as 
we see, young men” with him,) he could not 
be literally “alone." You are shocked, I am 
sure, at the falsehood by which David attempts 
to account for the scanty number of his followers, 
and represents himself as still in the employment 
of Saul. The only palliation of which it admits, 
is the evident desire of David, not so much to 
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oficape suspicion himself^ as to screen (by keeping 
him in ignorance of his disgrace,) the venerable 
servant of God from the future vengeance of Saul. 
In this we shall sec he failed, (as dissemblers so 
often do,) in consequence of the presence of a spy, 
a wretched Edomite, named Doeg,” by whom 
the hospitality of the priest to a supposed confi- 
dential relation of the king, was grossly and cruel- 
ly misrepresented. 

Mary. But had Ahimelech a right to give 
any one, except the priests, the hallowed bread 
to eat ? 

Mama. Strictly speaking, certainly not. But, 
according to our Lord s merciful interpretation 
of many Mosaic precepts, charity to the famish- 
ing, might be held to supersede mere legal dis- 
qualification ; especially, as the marginal transla- 
tion explains, that fresh bread was already conse- 
crated, and ready to replace that which might, 
by being withdrawn, become in some degree 

common." 

But what want did David labour under, more 
serious in his present exposed condition, than 
even a temperaiy famine of bread ? 

Mary. He had no ** sword,” or other 
weapon. I suppose. Mama, he durst not go to 
his own house to get one, before he came away, 
for fear of Saul. But how glad he must have 
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been, that he had piously hung up before God 
the giant Goliath’s, when it came now to hand 
in his own extremity I Well might he say, 

there is none like that 1*' and now that he had 
grown old(;r and stronger, he could bear its 
weight "with ease. But, Mama, could Achish, 
the king to ^vhom Dayid fled for shelter, live at 
that very “ Gath” to which Goliath belonged ? 
If so it seemed madness to go to him. 

Mama. What rational hope of protection 
David could have from a Philistine monarch, it 
is difficult to imagine ; at all events^wc cannot 
wonder tha+ < 3 SvifFcred severely, for what was 
certainly an unhallowed, and must have been an 
injudicious choice. 

Mary. Mama ; he must surely have trusted 
to their not knowing who he was — but they did ; 
and then David (I feel quite ashamed of him) 
feigned himself mad. Why did he do this ? 

Mama. Evidently that the distrust which his 
former fame as a warrior would have inspired, 
might be counteracted by pity for his supposed 
condition. But the artifice was despicable in it- 
self and utterly unworthy of one, who had lately 
declined flight, even from certain peril, from the 
lofty consciousness that the Lord careth for the 
righteous/’ and would save all who put their 
trust in him.” 
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But lest our just disapprobation of unworthy 
expedients, should render us insensible to the 
greatness of the extremity (incurred however by 
his own folly) to which poor David was at this 
time driven, let us turn to the 50th Psalm, com* 
posed on the occasion, and see what sense of 
utter desolation and hopeless persecution it 
breathes. By wliat strong figures does he express 
the rage and fierceness of his enemies ? 

Mary. He says they would daily swallow 
him up" — “ Every day they wrest my words, all 
their thoughts are against me for evil. 

They gather themselves together, they hide 
themselves, they mark my steps, when they wait 
for my soul." 

But he says, at the same time, 

“ In God have I put my trust ; I will not fear 
what man can do unto me." 

If this had been true, he need not have pre- 
tended madness ; but prayed to God to help him 
out of his distress. 

Mama. Nay, he did at length, as we learn 
from this beautiful Psalm, commend his cause to 
him, whom he thus pathetically invokes, 

“ Thou tellest my wanderings ; put my tears 
in thy bottle; axe they not written in thy book?" 

‘‘ When I cry unto thee, then shall mine ene- 
mies turn back ; this I know for God is for me." 
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Happy had it been for David's reputation^ as 
>vell as comfort, had such pious sentiments been 
always uppermost in his mind ! And happy will 
it be for every Christian, who adopts, as the 
motto of his warfare with sin and Satan, the same 
motives to fervent prayer, and holy confidence* 
For every redeemed sinner may, with even 
stricter propriety, appropriate the concluding 
words of the Psalmist, 

Thou hast delivered my soul firom death ; 
wilt thou not deliver my feet from fidling ; that 
I may walk before God in the light of the liv-* 
ing?” 


H 
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Lesson — 1st Samuel, Chapters xxii and xxiii. 


Mama. I think it will assist us in rightlj 
estimating the greatness of the escape which 
David lately made from the enraged townsmen 
of Goliath — and his own deep sense of it — if we 
turn to the S4th Psalm, in which, while in com- 
parative safety in the cave of Adullam, he pour- 
ed forth his gratitude to his almighty defender. 

How does this beautiful hymn of praise com- 
mence ? 

Mary. I will bless the Lord at all 'times ; 
his praise shall continually be in my mouth.” 

Mama. Yes ; and observe how he urges to 
unite in his thanksgivings, those companions in 
affliction, whom relationship by blood, or simi- 
larity of condition, had driven to join him in his ; 
exile. 

“ O magnify the Lord with me, and let us ex- 
alt his name together.” 

And how beautifully docs he encourage them 
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to depend for protection and sustenance on the 
same omnipotent hand ! 

O taste and see that the Lord is good ; bless- 
ed is the man that trusteth in him.*’ 

The young Hons do lack and suffer hunger ; 
but those that seek the Lord shall not want any 
good thing.’* And, lastly. 

The Lord redeemeth the soul of his servants ; 
and none of them that trust in him shall be deso- 
late.*' 

Indeed, the whole Esalm might be quoted as 
one noble eff’tsion of pious confidence, and over- 
flowing gratjfi.cle ; and cannot be read (especial- 
ly when viewed in connection with the affecting 
circumstances under which it was written^) with- 
out corresponding emotion. 

What little band of fugitives in tlie desert was 
it specially designed to cheer and animate ? 

Mary. His “brethren, and all his father's 
house” had come to him ; I suppose they feared 
&ul would kill them next. But it was a pity, I 
think. Mama, that “discontented*' people, (as 
well as those in “debt” and “distress,”) 
should join one who was of so different a temper. 

Mama. Perhaps the marginal translation, 
viz. “bitter of soul,” will better express the 
legitimate workings of a “ wounded spirit,” 
which might cause those to abandon home and 
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country, who (like David) were strangers to the 
mean vice of discontent. lie has been cliarged 
with setting up, for fraudulent debtors, and politi- 
cal malcontents, a standard of rebellion agjiinst 
Saul ; an accusation which his own conduct, 
even when that bitterest of enemies was actually 
in his power — utterly belies. That one, himself 
unjustly proscribed and exiled, should open his 
arms and asylum to similar sufferers, was only 
natural. But his four hundred associates, so far 
from being of advantage for enabling him (had 
he been so disposed) to engage in any treasonable 
enterprize — seem by their inefficient numbers, to 
have been incompatible with his personal safety. 
The cave, and its desert vicinity, must soon have 
ceased to afford subsistence for so large a com- 
pany ; and we find it dispersed accordingly, — 
first by Da'N’id soliciting a refuge for his parents 
wdth the king of Moab ; and then (on private 
warning from the prophet Gad) seeking an asylum 
for himself with his kinsmen of the tribe of Judah. 

. Mary. Mama ! why did he not take his 
parents there ; rather than to the heathen king 
of Moab ? 

Mama. In the first place, Mary, such fre- 
quent removals, from a desert cave, to a distant 
forest, as the perilous condition of David obliged 
him to make, at a momenfs warning— must have 
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very uiisuitulilo to the advanced age of a 
fatlior and mother, whose youngest l)y far of 
seven sons,, had attained to the age of 25. And, 
in addition to the prohability held out by the 
king of iMoah’s variance with Sauh that lie would 
atlord protectiou to outlaws from his kingdom, — ^ 
t:ar(“i‘ul searcliers of iScriptiirc have discovcnjd a 
s[)eeial tic, ]je tween the nation tlius applied to, 
and the family ol* David. Can you discover 
any ? 

Mary. Let me think a little. Did you not 
once tell me Ruth tlie Moahitess, was great- 
grandinotlici . • Di.vid ? I suppose that is what 
you mean. 

Mama. I Exactly . Ohed, the father of Jesse, 
w’as Ruth’s son. And if, as the Jews assert, she 
was allied to the royal family of JMoah, there 
were persons still living, by whom the connexion 
might have been remembered. That it was ac- 
knowledged, so far as tlic desired protection 
went — we lejini from our chapter ; and the safti- 
ty of liis aged parents (a consequence, you Avill 
observe, of tiie dutifulness towards hevs of Rutli) 
must liave gre.itly lightened the anxieties of 
David. 

Mauv. ITow curious this is, Mama; and 
how much o]>liged we arc to the people m ho find it 
all out for us I I never sliould have dreamed of 
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Kuth’s haYing anything to do with David’s 
parents. 

Mama. And whose fault would this have 
been, my dear ; since you read, and talked over, 
and that lately — her precise relationship to him ? 
But the task of patient resetirch by which such 
severed linlcs of sacred history are connected for 
our benefit, is indeed a praiseworthy one ; tend- 
ing to make what is in itself so useful — attractive 
and entertaining also. 

Mary. I think we must apply to it again, to 
clear up the next verse. Mama ; for the chapter 
says, Saul was both living in ^^Gibcah” and 

under a tree at Hamah and you know Hamah, 
was where Samuel lived, a good way off. 

Mama. 1 am glad you observed this seeming 
discrci>ancy ; and glad, also, that I can remove 
it, with the aid alone of that invaluable com- 
mentary which the marginal reading of our Bible 
afibrds. The word Hamah” means, it seems, 
a grove in a high place,” and thus it ought to 
be understood here ; and not as signifying a town 
of that name, — tlie one of which (for there wTre 
two) distinguisln^d as the birth-jdacc of Samuel, 
and since called Arimathea, — being at a consider- 
able distance from Gibcali, and in the territory 
of Ephraim. 

To what tribe of his own immediate kindred. 
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(loos Saulj from liis elevated position, address liis 
complaints against Lis supposed cne- 

inic‘s ? 

Mary. 1 Ic says, Hear now ye Bcnjamitcsl” 
and he cal!^ David thrice over, the son of 
.lesso,*' to si lew his contempt for him, — and ac- 
cuses tlioin, (Jonathan and all) of conspiring 
against him. One can hardly help pitying poor 
old Saul, 'S', lion lie says, no one is “ sorry for 
liim.” 

Mama. Bui was there the least shadow either 
of truth or probability in his allegations, that his 
servants, nay is ^ .'vm son, had leagued against 
Jiim, with a stranger of another tribe, — and that 
Jonathan had “stirnnl up David,” and David “lain 
in wait” for him ? Or were they not altogether 
the suggestions of the evil spirit by wliom he was 
judicially toniicnted, or of liis own yet more 
malignant temper ? 

Mary. Oh ! yes ; hut that very thing makes 
one pity him more — he must have been so very 
unhappy 1 

Mama. Not more unhappy than he deserved ; 
as we .sliall presently see. But Avho w'as found, 
to minister by his ready falscliood, to tlic evil 
passions of liis misguided master? 

Mary. That wretch “ Doeg the Edomite 
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and lie told all about good Aliimelcch giving 
David victuals and a sword in Jiis distress. 

Mama. So far he told truth, though not all 
the trutli ; for he concealed the good priest’s igno- 
rance of David’s disgrace with Saul. Dut in add- 
ing, that he inquired of the Lord for him,” (or 
in other words, sanctioned his supposed revolt,) 
he told a base lie ; which involved in destruction 
an innocent man, and his whole connexions. 
Had Saul indeed not been bereft by frantic pre- 
judice, of all power of discrimination between 
truth and falsehood, — how conclusive of inno- 
cence w^ould have seemed to him the calm aston- 
ishment of the venerable man, that displeasui'e 
should have attended his honorable entertainment 
of the king's distinguished son-in-law ! That 
such a solemn disclaimer by God’s high priest, 
not only of evil intentions himself, — but suspicion 
of aught amiss in the character or conduct of 
David, — should have only provoked the murder 
of himself and family, — ^proves, that to the blind 
ferocity of a merciless tyrant, Saul now*^ added 
0])cn contempt for the altar of the Most High. ' 

Mary. Mama ! his soldiers were less wicked 
than their master ; for they durst not j>ut forth 
their hand to kill the priests of the Lord.” Dut 
Doeg fell upon them at once ; and slew “ eighty- 
live persons that W'orc a linen ephod.” 
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Mama. Yes ; thus supporting, hy reckless 
nnd uiilicsitating cruolt}^ the skinders to ^vliicli 
his malice had given hii tli. So true is it, that 
‘ ' sin” (even in a temporal and restricted sense) 
‘^Avheii it huth conceived, hringetli forth death.” 

But, Mary, >vhilc deploring this dreadful and 
unmerited catastrophe, which involved in one 
common ruin, the men and women, children 
and sucklings,” — nay, unconscious animals of the 
city of Nob, — ^h:is any light been thrown by it, 
on the mysterious counsels of God ? 

Mary. T.'s, JVlarna. I could not help think- 
ing of SaulV ^ arjng the Amalekites, and now, 
coolly butchering so many innocent people, W ell 
might God, who knew it all beforehand, — bo 
doubly angry with his pretences to humanity ! 

Mama. I am glad you were struck with this 
fresh inconsistency between Saul’s false lenity, 
and real thirst for blood. But tlic fact to which 
I w'ish to call your attention, is the unconscious 
fulhlment, by a tyrant and blasphemer, of one of 
the most striking predictions in Holy Writ. 

• Do you know from whom Aliiraelcch, and the 
whole w retched people involved in his ruin, wxrc 
descended ? 

Mary. No, Mama. 

Mama. To whom (as W'C read of late) was it 
foretold, by the innocent lips of a child, that God 
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had decreed the destruction of liis whole pos- 
terity ? 

Mary. Oh ! you mean poor old Eli ! and these 
priests, I supjiose, were his descendants. How 
•wonderful, that Saul, -without knowing it, should 
he doing Cod*s -work I They did not all die, 
however, — one escaped to David. 

Mama. Yes; and how truly did this fugi- 
tive scion of a lately flourishing stock — ^realize 
the j)recise words of the prediction, that .any who 
survived of the sons of Eli, should petiLiou to be 
put into a priest's office Jar a piece of bread f — 

when he, in whom the whole honours and dignity 
of the ord(‘r now centered — was fain to secure a 
harassed and toilsome existence, by joining a per- 
secuted exile in the desert, far from the taber- 
nacle .and altar, which furnished his appointed 
means of subsistence. Nay, there is, I find, (on 
turning to the prophecy,) a still more curious 
specialty in its wording, viz. “ he that is left of 
thine house,” (indicating the survivor to be oue 
only,) shaU conie and crouch to mine Anointed ' 
by which an eye witness could not have more 
accurately described the fleeing of Abiathar, to 
take refuge with David. 

That on hearing of the massacre, David should 
at once have ascribed it to the w'cll-known treach- 
ery of Doog — will less surprize us, if we turn to 
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jllio picture of liis character in the 52cl Psalm ; 
|(flra'vyn apparently before the consummation of 
Lis meditated villainy,) where we find him thus 
^apostrophized. 

AVIiy h' -astest thou thyself in mischief, O 
mighty iiian ? 

'' Tlij tongue deviselh mischiefs, like a sharp 
razor, working deceitfully. 

“Thou h»v(;st evil more than good, and lying 
rather than to spe ak righteousness. 

“ Thou loYCst all devouring words, O thou false 
tongue.** 

To which 1 .ivid pr ophetically adds, 

“ God shaii likewise destroy thee for ever ; ho 
shall take thee aw’ay, and pluek thee out of thy 
thvelling place ; and out of the land of the living.** 

But, Mary, we liavc left unnoticed one re- 
markable feature in this horrible transaction, viz. 
that by the escape of Abiathar to David, with 
the Ephod, or priestly garment, (in which wc 
know' to have been included the oracular breast- 
plate, containing the Urim and Tliuminiin,*') the 
visible departure of God from Saul, was, by his 
ow'ii act, for ever consummated ; and tliat very 
pow er of “ imjuiring of the Lord,** or securing 
the priestly sanction to his enterprizes — the sup- 
posed exercise of which by David had so incensed 
Sard — w as daily put within his reach. *Aiid oh ! 



84 


MORNINGS WITH MAMA. 


Mary, now may iiulocd tlic condition of the 
•wretched monarch of Israel, move our compas- 
sion ! Douhly finally abandoned of the Most 
Jligh, — “without hope and without God in the 
woild,” — a prey to his own fierce passions, and 
given over — even without the temporary solace 
of the haqi he had so foully silenced — * , me an- 
ticipated torments of the “ worm that never dies T' 
Let us, while slnuldering over the picture, con- 
sider it as one d^ iwr hy an unernrg hand, to 
shew^ us tlie havoc and ruin hi which the simple 
w'ithdra^' d of restraining grace, can involve the 
human character. And let us remember, with 
wholesome a'wc*, that the sins by AvI^ich that grace 
■was forfeited, — disobedience — *^0 If- will — and pre- 
sumption — are yet among the commonest to which 
human nature is prone. 

Mary. Mama, we see at once in our next 
chapter, the advantage of David having the ephod 
to enquire hy ; for God encouraged him to go 
and save Kcilah, when all his men were afraid to 

go- 

Mama. And have you thought on how noble 
an cntei-prize the blessing of Heaven >vas thus 
invoked and obtained ? one wliich at once gave 
the lie to all accusations of unpatriotic conduct or 
feelings in David. Would a person, really censpir- 
ing against his king and country, have risked his 
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life to doforul a ci ty:> from the very enemies, with 
whom he was said (o he ‘^iii lciiL!:iie ?** 

JMaiiy. No; but dm J base iiieratitude, both 
bi Saul, and the men cjfKeiJah ! Saul ho])ed to 
Davit!, in ibe verv town he bad rescued; 
,*i»d its cowardly men wouhl Imve given him up ! 
Wdiai a real merry tlie ephod was to him now. 

jMama. 'res, Mary; and why? Because 
David reported on everv emergency, in doeilo 
iaithj to its imei nng decisio.-. TIaJ b similarly 
Profited Sa d, tliink you — by wboin, wbili in bis 
jiossession, it ba<l be^u for years iinconsulted and 
despised ? T ' *ov not that Scrii>tnre affords us 
a more striking t;oii trust between the improvement 
or neglect of the means of grace, than is afforded 
by the practice of Saul and David. In the hands 
of the one, the mysterious breastplate of Aaron 
slumbers, a mere useless ornament ; transfeiTcd to 
the other, it becomes at once the lively oracle 
of God,” and the daily rule of conduct to its 
happy and docile pujiil. 

Mauy. No wonder. Mama, that, while he 
[johaved thus — ^^vlicii Saul sought his life, God 
delivered him not into liis hand.” But how glad 
I am to find that David and Jonathan met once 
more in this world. 

Mama. Yes ; and how^ characteristic and de- 
lightful w’as the interview ! The son of DavieVs 

1 
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bitterest foe, strengtlieniiig liis liand in God/’ 
loolving for^yilrd with a calm hope, (which, alas I 
he did not live to realize) of seeing his friend on 
the throne of Israel, and himself content to oc- 
cupy a secondary station, — and ratifying in this 
fuU conviction, tlieir fonner covenant before 
the Lord.** Well may we challenge all antiquity 
for a i)aral]el ])icture, either of friendship or dis- 
intercst(?diicss I Nor is it undesignedly said, in 
the beautiful simplicity of Senpture, that Da- 
vid abode in the wood, and Jonathan went to his 
house.*’ Jonathan was too good a son, and too 
loyal a subject, to offend, by open countenance of 
David, (‘ven his father s groundless prejudices ; in 
which, however, by living apart from the court, 
he abstained from seeming participation. 

One is at a loss at times, 'which most to ad- 
mire, — the generous fricndsliip, or consummate 
prudence, of this perhaps most perfect of Scrip- 
ture characters I 

Mary. The “ Zi^diitcs” seem to have been 
base tale-bearers, like Doeg, for they offered to 
betray David to Saul. 

Mama. Well might he s.'iy of both, in the 
54th Psalm, composed on this occasion : “ Stran- 
gers are risen against me, and oj)pressor.s seek 
after my soul. They have not set God before 
them.” But with pious gratitude he w’as enabled 
to add, when Hie special providence of (lod bad 
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diverted the proposed attack upon him, into an- 
other (juarter ; “ Behold God is mine liolpcr ; the 
Lord is with tlioni that uidiold my soul. For ho 
hath deliver'd mo out of my trouble ; and mine 
»ye hath his d<‘sirc upon mine enemies.’* 

How was this unexpected deliverance accom- 
]»lished ^ 

Marv. a messenger came to toll Saul, that 
the Philistnics had invaded tlie land ; and lie 
was forced to returii from pursuing after David. 
1 daresay CJod put it into iheir hearts to invade 
Israel at that time, just to dtdiver David. 

Mama. -'.HI nnne inteipositions are hymo 
means uncomiiion, in Holy Writ, and such a 
one David seems here to acknowledge, when he 
says in ovei*flowing gratitude, I will freely 
sacrifice to ’J1ice. I will praise thy name, O 
Lord, for it is good.” 

And, so many are the unseen providences and 
deliverances, daily occurring in the path of the 
Christian — that this song of thanksgiving may at 
all times he echoed from tlie depths of a gratc'ful 
Jieart ; rememhering only, while it is uttered, 
on the same high authoriU", that the only legiti- 
mate “ sacrifices*’ of God, are a broken jind con- 
trite s])irit and that to be able to jmiise God 
acceptably with David, we must first have invoked 
him in our need, and obeyed him in our conduct. 
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Lesson. — 1st Samuel, Chapters xxiv. and xxvi. 

Mama. I have made you read in connexion, 
the two chapters separated from each other, by 
the episode of David's adventure with Nabal — 
both to allow us to consider in all its bearings, 
that remarkable incident, and still more, to com- 
bine within the small compass in which they 
really occurred, the two affecting instances of 
generosity, manifested by David, and the flagrant 
ingratitude with which they were twice (in spite 
of temporary protestations) utterly forgotten by 
Saul. We might again appeal in vain to the 
records of pagan antiquity, for deeds of such pure 
disinterestedness, as the fear of God, and respect 
for his anointed king, seem to have rendered 
easy to the generous nature of David; while 
the reckless perfidy, and blood-thirstiness, witb 
which they were requited, can only be attributed 
to the direct suggestions of that evil one,” who 
we know, was a " liar” as well as murderer 
from the beginning.” 

Where did the first of these affecting encoun- 
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tcrs between one, wlio at this time represents 
himself, as a bird in the net of the fowler,” 
and his implacable persecutor, take place ? 

Mary. In the strongholds of Engedi,” — 
does that mean a fortress ? 

Mama. No, truly ; for none such existed in 
the wilderness,'* whither Saul had gone, '^to 
seek David and his men, among the rocks of the 
wild goats.” But how wonderfully were the re- 
lative positions of the bird** and fowler** re- 
versed — w^en Providence sent Saul to take his 
noon-day repose, in the very cave in which Da- 
vid and his men were already concealed I 

Mary. ]\lama, how could they both be there, 
without seeing each other ? 

Mama. Very easily, from the great size, and 
extensive ramifications of the caves in Palestine ; 
in one of which, a traveller tells us, he had. him- 
self been, capable of separately harbouring two 
bodies of men, more numerous than those of 
Saul or David. 

Mary. It was no wonder that David's men 
thought the time was come for killing Saul! 
]Most people w^ould have taken him prisoner at 
least, to keep him from doing more mischief. 

Mama. You forget, Mary, that you are speak- 
ing of a monarch, still reigning, by the forbear- 
ance, if not express appointment of Jehovah, — 
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and consequently inTi‘Stod, in the eyes of 
tliinkinp: persons, witli .'.n anliil saiwiity ; vliieli 
made David's lu art smite liini, i<»r li.oiiij; 
vioUled to tlie jiardonaldc ti-mptalioii ol <*uttini^ 
oil* a pf»rtion of tlie royal roke. liy did lie do 
this ^ 

IMary. Oh ! that Saul ml^Jit reall} helievo 
he had heoii in his power. Ihit !Mama ! how 
could David he so hold (even after lettin^^ Saul 
escape) as t o call him, and talk to him. — ^lic vvas 
so treacherous 1 

Mama. He was, Mary ; hut even repeated 
experience fails to shtike the trust of a generous 
disposition, in the hotter qualities of our common 
nature; and for once, David calculated rightly 
in supposing, that his more than filial submis- 
sion and devotedness, must conquer, at least, for 
a time, the inveterate enmity of Saul. Hard, 
indeed, and unnatuial must have been the soul of 
him, who could retain his ferocity, while beholding 
one so lately master of his life and kingdom,— ^ 
prostrate on the earth before him, and accosting 
Jiim by no title less respectful, than that of '^my 
lord, the king 1” 

How convincing too, how iiTc&istiblc were the 
arguments Dfivid could now allege to confute 
his enemies, — with the skirt of the robe of liiin, 
(whom he still duteously calls “ father,*’) yet in 
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}ns its owner 6too«l uninjured in 

tlu* ]»n‘ ^ of who liad every huinnii in- 
ducement, nid the ojuxirtunity, to kill 

l.iin. ir ;u!d to its irrelVa^ahle truth, the 
digiiitied ] I ly »*!' ]la\id'i> juldress to Saul, and 
refen ueo of liieir (juarn I to tlu* decision of the 
Alim/i^lity, — the touchiii^ humility with wJiich 
ho seeks to disarm resentment, by representing 
liimselfns the most contemptihle of heingSj un- 
worthy the hostility of so mighty a monarcli — 
(and all this set before us in the inimitable 
language of Scripture)— can we wonder that even 
Saul, under . mporury emotion, lifted up his 
voice and we^v/' and made to his rival the hard- 
WTung confession, Thou art more righteous than 

ir 

Mary, lie might w^ell say that. Mama! I 
am sure he would not have spjircd David ; in- 
deed, he says, “ if a man find his enemy, will 
he let him go well away V' 

Mama. But what a still more glorious tri- 
umph — uiidimmcd too, hy a single circumstance 
of alloy — did David obtain, when his subdued 
foe, (unable himself to reward such generosity) 
actually prayed the Lord to bless his enemy for 
it! Lxcept, perhaps, the distinct ackiiowlcdg- 
nieiit, now for the first time extorted from Saul, 
of David’s llestincd sovereignty, — nothing could 
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more strongly mark the resistless, though alas ! 
short-lived, supremacy of* virtue. 

How do you suppose this eouvietion had been 
at length reluctantly forced upon Saul ? 

Mary. 1 think David's noble behaviour, 
Mama, must have made him see there was some- 
thing more about him than a common man ; and 
that (fod was surely with him.’* 

Mama. Exactly. Such truly royal magnani- 
mity could only have found a place, in the breast 
of one, confident in tlie immutability of God’s 
promises, and content to wait the time apjiointcd 
by him for their fulfilment. But imagine, Mary, 
how deep must have been that sense of humilia- 
tion, which could make the proud king of Israel 
stipulate with his acknowledged successor, for the 
safety of his seed,” and the preservation of his 
‘‘ name in his father’s house V* Surely the feel- 
ings of the moment, in wdiich David, with ready 
generosity, took upon him the office of protector 
to the posterity of his deadly foe — ^must have 
outwx'ighed all the puny gratification, wdiich a 
few months or years earlier possession of that 
enemy’s kingdom, could have conferred on a 
more ambitious character ! And who under the 
influence of such feelings, would not have pre- 
ferred accompanying David to liis desert cavern, 
rather than Saul to his joyless, and uiiblest palace? 
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ITnblcst inilccd it must liave proved — ^for how soon 
do we find him once more the implacable pur- 
suer of David ? 

Mary, i don’t know. Mama. Did the chap- 
ter we have left out about Nabal, come between? 

Mama. Ccrtiiinly not ; for the events it re- 
cords were connected with the time of the death 
of Samuel ; and if we suppose, with the Jews, 
that he died only four months before Saul, they 
must have lia]^[)encd long subsctj[uent to the 
second encoiiiiier between him and David. If 
again, as is n^ore generally believed, the death of 
Samuel pre< ed tJiat of the king, by two full 
years — the slioep shearing of Nabal must have 
tak(jn place before the Jirsi meeting in the cave of 
Engedi. At all events, a period, incredibly short, 
elapsed before we find the unhappy monarch 
once more, as David pathetically expresses it, 
hunting for his life as a partridge in tlie moun- 
tains.” 

At whose base suggestion was this black expe- 
dition undertaken ? 

Mary. The ‘^Ziphites” came a second time 
to betray David. AVhat could have made them 
hate him so ? 

Mama. The motive for their animosity is not 
mentioned ; but a natural one may have arisen. 
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in tlie possible exactions of some of his lawless 
and distressed followers — ^wliose scanty subsis- 
tence, in a barren wilderness, could scarcjoly have 
been procured without ])lunder and rapine. 

Did J )avid at first believe that Saul was really 

come out against him ?*' 

Mary. C)h no ; not till his spies returned, 
would lie believe ‘‘ he was come, in very deed.” 
Then he went and saw it with his own eyes. 

Mama. He must have taken advantage of 
one of the rocky eminences with whicli tlie i)lace 
abounded, to be able to descry so minutely, the 
disposition of the enemy's aimy, and precise 
situation of the king's tent. Hut indeed tluit, in 
an eastern camp, is always in the centre, with 
the warriors around, at a respectful distance ; 
their liorscs tied, ready for action, and their lances 
stuck by them in the ground. 

Mary. How tembly bold it was of David 
and his friend, to go alone into the midst of so 
many soldiers, all with their weapons just at hand ! 

Mama. It was so ; but the security inspired 
by their superior numbers ^(3000 chosen men of 
Israel being around their king,) seemed to have 
banished all idea of a surprise, and dis])ensed 
with the customary precaution of placing sentinels. 
Do you know who the dauntless individual was. 
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v.’lio voluiitcrcd to attend David in his hold cn- 
terpn.se ; though ajjparentl}’^ incited to it by very 
diffen*nt feelings and motives ? 

Mauv. It calls him the brother of Joab/' 
and son of Zeniiah.” I know Joab was a cruel 
jiian. ainl this seems to have been one too. Dut 
v. lio was Zenlah ? 

Mama. Ilie sister of David ; whoso sons, on 
ilr.it account, not only enjoyed a large share of 
Ills favour, hut ^i)ok upon them, on many occa- 
sions, very unwarrantable license. 

What ollic^' was Abishai no^v more than 'will- 
ing to assun: 

Mahy. a bloody one ; he know David him- 
self would not kill Saul, and liad no scruple in 
doing it for him. I half Avonder David did not 
lot him. 

Mama. Would the sin of having been oon- 
cerned in tlie slaughter of God’s anointed, have 
been at all shil’ted from David’s shoulders, by 
the paltry device of conniving at its execution by 
another V a cowardice and treachery quite un- 
worthy of, and inconsistent wdth his character ? 
No — not even the plausible suggestion that God 
had expressly delivered his enemy into his hand 
— would induce him to usurp God’s legitimate 
office of avenger of “such as put their trust 
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in him.” And prophetic indeed were tlio chas- 
tened expressions, with wliicli David rehiikos the 
vindictive spirit of his associate ! The Lord 
sliall smite liim ; his day shall come to die ; he 
shall descend into battle and perish.” 

With what trophies of liis daring and success- 
ful exploit, did David content himself? 

Mary. The spear, and cruse of w'ater at 
Siiul’s bolster.” His spear, I suppose, was stuck 
in by him like the rest — but why was there a 
pitcher of water ? 

Mama. The heat of the nights, as well as 
days, in the east, sufficiently accounts for such a 
refreshment being pla(;cd within the reach of the 
sleeping monarch ; and of what a rare as well as 
grateful luxury it might sometimes be in an east- 
ern camp — a draught of it being brought (at the 
risk of his life,) to David, by this same Abisliai, 
will by and by afford us a striking proof. 

But in what very pardonable triumph did he 
now indulge, over the negligent guardians of their 
monarch’s safety ? 

Mary, lie cried to Abner, ^^Art not thou 
a valiant man? wherefore then hast thou not 
kept my lord tlic king ? and now sec where the 
king’s spear is, and the cruse of water that w^as 
at his bolster ?” Abner never answered, Mama, 
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for what could he say ? But Saul heard and 
said, Ts this thy voice, my son David ?” How 
could he he s<9 hypocritical ! 

Mama. If you had duly ohserved, as you 
wont along, the singular inconstancy of fooling, 
and va])id transitions from hate to penitence, 
>Yhioli mark this unhappy slave of passion and 
impulse — yon would rather have ascribed to them, 
than to actual hypocrisy, the use of expressions, 
as consistent w'itli the usual tenor of HauFs char- 
acter, as David s dutiful answer of my lord O 
king” — is wi?’ the unswerving loyalty of his. 
Even this ho . i . or, as far it had been carried, by 
this best and most faithful of subjects — does not 
prevent his now firmly, thougJi respectfully re- 
monstrating with his persecutor — calmly desiring 
to know his offence — if really guilty, expressing 
his ‘willingness to make atonement for the tres- 
])iiss to God — ^but if (as he well knew) the victim 
of slander and - calumny, consigning — with the 
bitterness of an at length exasperated spirit— their 
authors to the merited vengeance of God. 

But, even while blaming, in the milder light of 
our dispensation of mercy — the invocation of the 
Lord’s curse” on the head of any — let us re- 
mark, on what grounds alone it was, that His 
servant ventured to call it down. Was.it for de- 
priving him of the favour of his sovereign, and of 

K 



1)8 


MORNINGS WITH MAMA. 


the temporal advantages connected with a resi- 
dence in liis own country ? 

Mary. Oh! no. For ^‘driving him” out 
of llie inheritance of the Lord^ saying, “Go down, 
serve other gods.” Mama I nobody could force 
liim to do tliis. 

Mama. No. But by obliging him to wander 
among the n(‘ighbouring heailien — not only was 
lie cut off from the sjiiiitual privileges of his own 
national worship, but exposed to temj)tation, or 
persecution, on account of the unhallowed rites of 
others. Would that all of us were disposed to 
assign to our far more valuable spiritual blessings, 
the first place, (like David,) in our regard, or our 
regrets ! 

But do you perceive any peculiar fitness in the 
comparison of himself to a hunted “ partridge,” 
so affectinglj^ used by David, to work on the bit- 
ter feelings of Saul ? 

Mary. No, Mama ; people do not go out to 

hunt ” partridges, (as they do bears or wolves,) 
with great numbers, like Saul, but generally alone. 

Mama. Yes ; in civilized countries, 'where 
siiort, not subsistence, is the chief object. But 
the Arabs, we are told by eastern travellers, at 
this day, — instead of employing dogs to discover 
and surprise the irnsnsj^ecling game, — actually 
pursue them (as Saul did David) from place to 
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place ; till tlie poor birds, after repeatedly alight- 
ing, .and being ])ut up, sink liimlly exhausted, 
and are dispatelied M'ith bludgeons, in a nninner 
we should think both cruel and disgraceful. 
'J’liesc little particiilai-s^ trilling as they are, will 
t nahle vou better to a])preciate the similarity of 
David’s condition, with that of the ‘"hunted” 
bird, driven from each successive refuge by a 
band of relentless ]»ursucrs. 

Mary. AlaiL.i, I wonder Saul never really 
b(*<Mme a g<iod man ; he W'as always so ready to 
say “ 1 have • hined.” 

Mama. '' nen you have lived longer in the 
W'Oiid, my dear, you will find that the very faci- 
lity of disposition which makes acknowledgment 
of error easy, is a fatal agent in its repetition. 
Had Saul, instead of saying lie laid “sinned,” 
nay, “ jjlayed the fool, and erred exceedingly,” — 
jirovod his conviction of the humiliating truth, hy 
recalling David at once to his court and favour, 
his ow n sincerity w'ould have hecn less question- 
able ; and David would have been spared a cruel 
^oxilc, from which his integrity, as well as life, 
w ere in imiiiineiit jeopardy. 

But even while ruthlessly abandoned to such un- 
merited hardships and perils, by him w ho pretend- 
ed to invoke on his head the blessing of the Lord 
— how' far superior does David appear to his abject 
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persecutor ! What is liis dignilieit reply to expres- 
sions of compunction, hclied ])y the absence of any 
solid tokens of returning esteem and confidence '^’' 

Mary. Tlic Lord render to every man his 
righteousness, and his faithfulness. For the Lord 
delivered thee into mine hand to-day; hut I 
would not stretch forth mine hand against the 
Lord's anointed. And, behold, as thy life was 
much set by this day, in mine eyes, so let my life 
be much set by, in the eyes of the Lord ; and let 
him deliver me out of all tribulation.” 

Mama. And would David, think you, have 
exchanged these feelings — ^not of proud huiniin 
superiority, but conscious integrit3% suifportcd on 
the protection and immutable equity of God, for 
the temporary exaltation, and thorny throne of the 
man who shrunk in baffled littleness before him ? 
No, Mary. And let us learn from his example, 
to share in his conviction, that better is the fa- 
vour of God than life,” — ^poverty, with his bless- 
ing, than unhallowed prosperity, — ajid even exile 
among heathens and enemies, preferable to a crown 
purchased by violation of His law, and rebellion 
against llis anointed. 
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Lks&on. — 1st Samiiel> Chapter xxv. 

Mama. AVc Jiavc now returned to tlie lately 
omitted cliapt(‘r containing the account of the 
Iraiisaction^ between DaA*id and the family of 
Xal)alj the ( 'jn*melito ; affording, not only many 
interesting T<,. f'ou-ars regarding tlie manners of 
the thou (as now) almost patriarchal east, hut in- 
structive moral lessons for regulating our inter- 
course with our fellow-creatures of every rank ; 
from which, even many who profess to he govern- 
<id by the higher princi]>le of Christian courtesy, 
need not disdain to derive an example. 

lint, hy what melancholy event were the cir- 
cumstances related in this chapter i)receded ? 

Mahy. The death of Samuel. No wonder^ 
!Mama, that all the Israelites lament(*d him. 

Mama. No, indeed. But I shall he glad if 
3^011 can tell me on what especial qualities this 
universal regret was justly founded i 

Mauy. You know. Mama, we reacj all about 
liis being prayed for hy his mother, and then de- 
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dicatcd hy her to God, — ^liis being called in his 
sleep when a little child, and intrusted wdth God’s 
sad message to Eli — and then his governing all 
Israel so well and justly for a very long time, that, 
■when at last he made a king to please them, and 
hade them farewell, he challenged any one to say 
he had ever hurt or done him wrong. 

JMama. a very good and succinct summaiy, 
my deal*, of the delightful history wc lately read, 
of one of God’s most eminent and faithful ser- 
vants ; whose steadfastness and fidelity, remem- 
hcr — in times of corruption, such as those of Eli 
and Saul, — were entirely founded on the spirit 
and temper manifested by him in childhood. 

How did he reply to the early call ol the heaven- 
ly Master, to whose service he had been devoted 
in the cradle ? 

Mary. He first started up, and said, Here 
am I,” when he only thought old Eli called him. 
But Avhen awjire it was God himself, he said, 
speak Lord, for thy servant heareth.” 

Mama. Yes, Mary, and with Samuel, (as 
with all really faithful servants,) to “ hear was 
to obey ,* and this principle it w*as which govern- 
ed his long and useful life. Beady at God’s com- 
mand, to bear, like Moses, on his shoulders, the 
burden of a whole stiff-necked and rebellious 
people,” — he was readier still to resign, without 
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a regret, save for that people's misjudging choice, 
— ^the sway lie had so unimpcacluibly exercised. 
He died at the ripe age of ninety-eight years; 
eighteen of which (since the accession of Saul) 
he had s]-";nt in trancpiil and religious retirement. 
Can }nu tell me in what spot and society the 
pit.phet s declining age was passed ? 

M AHY. Wi} read of his lately being at Naioth, 
in the colii'ge of the }>rophcts. But I suppose 
that was only at times ; for his house was at Ita- 
mah, and the; c he was buried. 

Mama. In all probability, beside his good 
father, Elkr*' -h, ,*ud yet more excellent mother, 
Hannah ; a place in the sepulchre of their fa- 
thers" being to all pious Jews, an object of fer- 
vent and paramount desire. But what record, 
more lasting than the most costly or durable 
monument, has this great and good man left, to 
entitle him to the gratitude of Christians, as well 
as Israelites ? 

Mary. I suppose you mean this very book 
iyo are reading. Did he write it. Mama ? But 
no, he could not, since it mentions his own death. 

Mama. The first twenty-four chapters (those 
we have have hitherto read) are universally as- 
cribed to him ; and the subsequent portion of 
David’s history — which still goes under Samuel's 
name — is considered as part of the same Avoik ; 
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originally undort;ikon by him, in conjunction with 
the prophets Nathan and Gad. 

IJow deeply arc we indebted, for the affecting 
accounts w^e liavc lately read, of David’s early 
piety and triumphs — and subsequent reverses 
and wanderings — to him, who >vas not only 
their sympathizing eye-witness, but a counsellor 
in his trials, and a refuge in his persecutions. 
And how^ much of the resignation, and fortitude, 
and loyalty, ivc so much admire in the character 
of David, may be reasonably ascribed to the ex- 
ample and inllucnoe of his aged friend and bene- 
factor ; whose eyes again, must have closed in 
peace, on the no longer distant prospect of so pro- 
mising a monarch (w'Lom he had himself anoint- 
ed) being exalted by the Lord, to rule over his 
beloved country. 

But w’c must reluctantly take leave of Samu(d, 
to follow Davitl to the w^ilderness of Paran. Is 
there anything familiar to you in the title of this 
portion of the desert ? 

Mary. Yes ; it is mentioned in the last song 
of Moses ; and you told me it was one of the 
names of the desert of 8inai." 

Mama. It was ; and no doubt like his great 
predecessor JMoses, David was reminded by the 
localitj^ tliat the spot on which he w'andcred was 

holy ground.” 
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Mary. Oh! Mama, lam sorry to sec that 
f^ood faithful C^alob should have a churlish de- 
scendant like Nabal ! 

Mama. It is indeed distressing, my dear, 
that virtue iS, like possessions, should not be here- 
ditary. But this, alas ! we shall see yet more 
sadly excm]>lified in the family of David. 

By what external circumstances — capable of 
softening tlic most unpromising natural temper — 
was the lot of ibis degenerate scion of Caleb, dis^ 
tinguished ? 

Mary. He was rich, and great, and prosper- 
ous — and ].:! I a beautiful, and good, and clever 
wife besides ; but the man was chuilish, and 
evil in his doings.” 

Mama. Yes, my dear, when prosperity fails 
to expand and soften, it too often hardens and 
contracts the heart. And on this account it is, 
as well as from the peculiar facilities they hold 
out to forget God,” that riches are said in Scrip- 
ture to be a temptation and a snare and the 
(intnuice of a rich man” into the kingdom of 
J^caven,” is represented by our Saviour, under a 
popular metaphor, almost amounting to impossi- 
bility. But remember, it is not to the posses- 
sion, but the abuse of wealth, that tlic fearful 
denunciation applies ; for it is those only who 

trust in riches,'* who place on them their affec- 
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tions find confidence^ to the exclusion of God 
and their fellow -creatures — who shall as fruitlessly 
expect to he saved, as the camels of Arabia, or 
the elejdiants of India, (where W’o find the pro- 
Tcrb, quoted by our Lord, in daily use) w^ould 
stoop their huge forms beneath a literal needles* 
eye — or rather, (as some iiitciq)rct the proverb) 
those wicket gates of eastern court-yards, made 
purposehj low, to exclude a mounted enemy. 

Ihit in what cheerful, and usually social occu- 
pation wfis Nabal engaged, >vhen David’s cour- 
teous, and, one w'ould have thought, well-timed 
message, was delivered to him ? 

Mary, Sheepshearing, ]\Iuma. I believe it 
is always a time of rejoicing. 

Mama. Yes, in all pastoral countries ; where 
so much of wealth is derived from the produce of 
the flocks, in wdiicli the riches of their mightiest 
princes chiefly consist ; and the very extent of 
wdiicli, ought, ill the present case, to have disposed 
the possessor to munificence. AVas there any- 
thing in the message itself to provoke displeasure ? 

Mary. Oh, no ; it was the kindest, as weP 
as ci vilest, ever delivered. It did nothing but 
wish Nabal, and all he had, peace and prosperity; 
and ask him very modestly, for a little of what 
he could so well spare. 

Mama. Had David any right — beyond the 
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incro natural claim of every one in straits, on his 
riclior hrellircn — to in-esume on the liberality of 
NabaW ■ 

Mary. I don’t know. Mama; all he says is, 
that he never hurt NahaFs shejdierds, or took 
any ti>ing of llieir’s, while they were together. 
'^i'Jiis was not much. 

Mama. \'es, if you reflect that in so saying, 
(coiisiilciijig tlie lawless chanicter and frequent 
distress for subsistence of liis exiled followers,) 
David ii.sinuat('s, thougii in the most delicate 
manner, tb*^ positive protection he must have 
afforded die unwarliko servants of Nahal. 
JSuch a jiU^a, at such a joyous time, ought indeed 
to have found favour in the eyes of Nabal ;** 
and its brutal repulse was as ungenerous towards 
a kind and considerate neighbour, as it was im- 
politic towards an armed and ])owoi’ful one. 

What was the insulting tenor of NabaFs an- 
swer ? 

Mary, Oh ! the rudest in the world. lie 
salil, Who is David the son of Jesse ? There 
many servants now-a-days that break away, 
every man from his master.” i\iid he would 
give him nothing — not even the water” Ik* had 
“ j)rovided for his shearers.” Why is tliat men- 
tioned, ihinia ? Surely if there Avas water to 
Avash slieep in, tlicrc Avouhl be plenty to driidc. 
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Mama. T wish the reflection you bestowed, 
on rccollectinjy that sheep were washed, previous 
to shearing, had extended to the unfitness thus 
occasioned in the pool, or river, for immediate 
drinking, and which no doubt gave rise to tlie 
previous ‘‘ provision tliougli to tliis day, travel- 
lers tell us, that “ carrying 'water*' to the reapers 
and field labourers, is a regular branch of eastern 
harvest expense. 

What appears to have been David's first im- 
pulse, on receiving so affronting a message ? 

Mary. To go and punish Nabal at once — 
for he ordered four hundred men to get ready for 
fighting. How could Nabal be such a fool as to 
provoke him ? 

Mama. The surly and brutal, ]\Tary, are sel- 
dom endo'^ved with prudence. But by >vhom 'was 
the soft answer" that “ turncth away wrath” 
providentially found ? 

Mary. By Abigail, Nabal's wife. She was 
a sensible person, and could understand reason, 
and that made the servants tell her what David 
had done for them. And 1 see, Mama, it 'v\u' 
really all as you supposed — for the men said he 
had been as a wall to them, night and day.” 
IIow well he deserved all he had asked from 
Nabal ! 

?vr AM A. And how fortunate for all concerned. 
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that the influence conferred hy her discretion 
upon in the liouseliold of her stupid and 

ferocious hushanfl, enabled lior to save his pro- 
perty, if not Ills lif<s ])y a well-timed and munifi- 
cent pr'‘seut. In what did this seasonable supply 
for hevid’s famishing followers consist? 

Mary. Two hundred loaves, and five sheep, 
ready dr« ^«;t}d,” (I suppose, for the sheep-shearers, 
else she wf)ald hardly liavc had so many by her,) 
and corn, and figs, and raisins, and the ^‘two 
bottles " of wine, wdiicli I used to wonder at 
when a eb’^d, — till you explained tome that they 
were largi .viiis like barrels. Abigail Avas quite 
right to go herself, and make the apology ; but 
wb}’’ did she send the ]>rcscnt on before her ? 

Mama. As an obvious means of conciliation, 
lest David’s exasperated feelings should liave 
denied her a patient Iicaring. Do you remember 
any other instance in Scripture, where one, more 
guilty far than poor Alngail, and justly doubtful 
of his reception, took the same precaution ? 

Mary. Let me think. Did not Jacob, when 
^fraid to face Esau, send him a large present of 
cattle beforehand ? 

Mama. Precisely ; and as presents in the 
east, betoken submission, as w ell as good will, the 
policy in both cases was good. 

h 
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Had Abigail miscalculated the probable auger 
of Diivid ? 

Maiiy. Oh ! no. It was very different now 
from Ill's gentleness to 8aul ; fur he resolved to 
kill Nabal, and ell b(‘loiiging to him. Yet surely 
Saufs ingratitude >vas worse than Nabal’s ! 

Mama. Certainly, ]\lary, more bitter and cut- 
ting, and reiterated far. And this should shew 
us that pious scnuples had power to restrain 
(in the former iiisbincc) the warmth of temper 
now so visible in David. It was the monarch, 
not the man, he respected and spared in Saul, — 
the anointed of the Lord,” and not his own 
personal enemy, towards whom ilic forbearance 
we so much admire, was chiefly exercised. 

But we shall find, that though passionate un- 
der strong provocation, David was at .all times 
placable ; by his ready acceptance of the humble 
excuses of Abigail. Wli.at did she plead ? 

Mary. The natural folly of her husband, 
Avhose name, Nabal,” she stiys, “ is like him 
— what docs it mean ? 

Mama. A “ foolish man,” .and was probably 
like many in the east, rather a by- word founded 
on his character, than a name given at birth, by 
wealthy parents to their heir. 

But how artfully does Abigail congratulate 
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Diiylcl (fis if ho were ahvady aj>]»oasc(l, and liis 
aii^cr nvortcd) on having hcon withln^ld by the 
Lord from avenging his c»wn qiiarrcJ ,* and found 
this anticipated for])caraiicc, a Hatterin^ ])re- 
ciictioii of his fut ure success against his cneiuies. 
Jri what terms is tliis remarkably fulfilled assur- 
ance conve^^ed ? 

IVi AUY. “^Tlie Lord will surtdy make my lord 
a sure honso ; because my lord figliteth the bat- 
tles of the Lord ; and evil hath not been found iu 
tliee all thy days.’* Mama, what a strange cx- 
pressi-..; die uses, w^hen she says, David’s soul 
“shall la; bound up in the bundle of life ” witli 
God. 1 have heard it sometimes used in prayers, 
but could hardly understand it. 

INIajua. The figure is a strong, and eastern, 
but v(‘ry expressive one, especially when contrast- 
ed with our Ijord’s description of the “ tares,” 
gathered together in “ bundles,” to be burned ; 
or the simile here applied to David’s enemies, of 
worthless ston(;s, which, when once cast out of a 
sling, having answered their purpose, are no more 
ought after or valued. 

But how gladly do we reopgnize the uiiright 
and amiable prevailing character of David’s mind, 
iu that feature of Abigail’s address to wdiich he 
instantly refers, as having not only disarmed his 
resentment, but proved a blessing from the Lord, 
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in so doing. Far from assuming, as a merit, 
the relinquishment of his siinguinaiy puiqiose, or 
attributing it 'with eastern lijpcrbole, to the per- 
sonal iittractions to which he so soon after shew- 
ed himself not insensible — he £rst blesses “ the 
Lord God of Israel, who had that day sent her to 
him,** and the advice so prudently and discreetly 
given, — and then the giver of it, who had, under 
providence, kept him from coming to shed 
blood,’* and avenging himself with his own hand. 
So that it is neither elation at the abject submis- 
sion of a woman of almost princely rank, nor com- 
placency in her prediction of his own future great- 
ness, but thankfulness for having been preserved 
from sin, 'which occupies the prominent place in 
his feelings and rc})ly. 

It is this tenderness of conscience — and docility 
under divine rebuke — and instant recoil, as it 
were, of the better part of David’s nature from 
the verge, (as 'well as in some unhaj>py instances 
from the fatal precincts of crime,) >vhich, decjdy 
studied, and carefully weighed against the few 
but heinous transgressions of his life — 'would go 
far to justify, cvcn>to our finite apprehensions, 
the favourable estimate formed by Him, “ to 
whom all hearts are open,” of the character of 
his much calumniated servant. Our short ac- 
quaintance with it has already shewn us that it 
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conibhi(‘(l piety, Immility, and sincerity towards 
^vitli candour, gencrosit}", and forgive- 
iic.-'S towards men, even enemies; and yet it is 
ih unconunon thing ^Yi(h those, who are tliviii- 
sclves utter strungers to such heavenly dis[K»si- 
tions, to rail at David as a compound of crimes, 
and at CJod, as if he complacently connived at or 
approved ihein. 

But if emotions of gratitude, for tlic preven- 
tion of >in, were thus uj>permost in the breast of 
David, >vhen ho courteously dismissed Abigail — 
what ^ ‘, ct 'uid the recital of his narrow escape, 
on tho brutal rich man; who, having like his gos- 
pel prototyj)e, goods laid up for many years,” 
had said to his soul, ^^eat, drink, and be merry?” 

Mary. (Jh ! Mama ! when tlic drunken 
wretch cfimc to himself^ and his wile told liim 
these things, his heart died within him, and 
he became as a stone.” But was it really on 
David's account that God smote Nabal, so that 
he died ten days after ? 

Mama. There is nothing in the expression, 
jNIaiy, to lead us to sujipose that the event was any 
other than an ordinary visitation of providence — 
accelerated, probably, by the man’s own vices of 
brutality and intemperance; the former of which, 
prompted him to outrage — Avliile the elfocts of 
the latter, left his frame so enfeebled, as to render 
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the shock of Diivid’s, even meditated vengeance, 
fatal. It is stilted hy Josephus, and believed by 
the Jews in general, that a stroke of apoplexy 
thus occasioned, was the cause of Nabal’s quick- 
ly following death. 

lie this as it mjiy, David's gratitude for divine 
iiitcri>ositioii, was enhanced by the absence of 
guilt oil his part, in the removal of his unreason- 
able foe. 

By what step did he shortly after prove his 
approbation of the rare virtue and prudence of 
Abigail ? 

Mary. By proposing to take her to -wife, I 
thought he wus married already to Michal, Saul’s 
daughter, who had saved his life by her clever- 
ness. What had become of her all this time ? 

Mama. The end of our chapter tells us she 
had been unjustifiably bestowed, by her father, 
on another man, Phalti the son of Laish so 
that David (even had the unhappy custom of the 
time not allowed a plurality of wives,) ivas, in 
the eyes of man, released from his former ties. 
Ihit amiable, and discreet, and modest as Abi- 
gail's previous conduct, and present reply to his 
proposals, proved her to be — never forget, IMary, 
while reading the history of David, that to the 
fatal abuse of the tacit permission, rather than 
express sanction of the Mosaic law, for the 
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jnultiplicity of wives, may be traced most of the 
dreadful crimes and misfortunes, by which his 
family was disgraced, and his own paternal feel- 
iiip- outraged and torn. 

J 'romtlic union (here recorded,) with ^Miinoani 
iiie JezrecHtess, sprung one of the most criininul, 
as as unfortunate of the sons of David ; the 
seun o of nearly all the tissue of horrors, 
which sent the grey-headed parent of a degener- 
ate offspring, mourning to his grave. 

]Vi A u\. Mama I 1 wonder a woman so gi*eat 
and ] .> ''erroI as Abigail had shown herself to 
be, sj'okc so slavishly, and bowed her face to the 
ground when David’s servants came to ask her to 
many liim. She could not liave been more 
humble and delighted, if she had been a poor 
gleaner, like lluth. 

Mama. Alas ! JMary, in the east still, as in 
those times, the riches and consequence of a 
woman, even of princely rank, generally expire 
^vitli her husband. And such are the evils, to 
wliieh the want of a male protector there, ex- 

1 )()ses a lone female, that the st eniiiig precipitation 
lith which Abigail accomj)aiiied the servants of 
David, is fully accounted for ; while tlie retinue 
of live damsels, who follow'ed her steps, formed, 
probably, the only relics of the state and grandeur 
which, during Nabals life, she had enjoyed. 



JIG MORNINGS WITH MAMA. 

But the ex<*Iiniige, to a >voiiuin of her disposi- 
tion, must have Ix'cn a blessed one, fi(»ni hourly 
shame and <lisgust at the conduct of a wealtliy 
but illiberal churl, to sharing the fortum s (pre- 
carious as they were) of a eJiosen servant (;' lod ; 
and future ruler — as she herself had ])redi<. cd — 
over his people Israel. 

Of her subsequent conduct on a throne v* c 
know not] ling; but may derive from lier beha- 
viour ill a private station, (exainjdcs drawn from 
which arc more generally applicabb',) lessons of 
feminine prudence, gentleness, and courtesy ; by 
the judicious exercise of which in women, much 
mischief among n. ler spirits, may often be av(‘vt- 
ed; and the female character displayed in its 
fairest and most valuable light, as the hcah‘r of 
angry passions, and 2>romoter of i)cace and good 
will among mankind. 
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Li.i-sOx'. — 1st Samuel, ("liaptcrs xxvii. xxix. and xxx. 


jMajiv. ]\Iama ! I am sliockcd and surjirised 
that Dn . id should Sc.y in his lieart, at tlu? lu'^in- 
iiing of our first chapter, that ho sliould siindy 
l)crlsh ) d'j, hy the hand of Saul!" Had lie 
forgottc ii GoeVs ])romiscs, and all his own hcaiiti- 
ful psalms, that he ran away to the wicked Thi- 
listiiics ? 

Mama. My dear Mary, the disapprohation 
3 ou expre ss, is only natural. Hut, alas ! not 
more so, than the occasional distrust and des- 
pondence of the most favoured of CJod’s servants, 
w'Jieii the sustaining influence of the Holy Spirit 
is (prohahlj" for their wholesome abasement) tem- 
porarily withdrawn. Did the confidence of Abra- 
ham, of Moses, of Elijah, those “ excellent ones 
-tif the earth," never desert them — or has tlie 
same Sjurit failed to record other instances, for our 
mingled humiliation and encouragement? 

JMauy. No, indeed. Ahrahaiii called »Sarali 
his sister, out of fear ; and Moses was afraid to 
go to Pharaoh; and EJijali fled into the wilder- 
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ness from Jezebel. But tlien Cod had not told 
any of tlieiii so plainly as David, that they sliould 
live to he kiiif^s. 

Mama. Nay, Mary ; surely the promise to 
-Abraham, of hciiig (through his yet unborn otF- 
spring) the author of blessings to the Avholc liu- 
man rat^e — and the po^ver of working miracles, 
conf(‘iTed on Closes and Elijah — rendertKl des- 
pondence in them, quite as surprising as in the 
ease of David. That it was sinful in them all, 
even your imperfeet knowledge of divine things, 
has taught you. ^lay you never learn, from sad 
experience, that the brighter promises of the 
Christian, do not always exempt him from its sin- 
ful and humbling recurrence I 

But let us shew, in tlie ineantmie, a Christian 
sj>irit, by symp.athizing with, and ’making allow- 
ance for the harassed, and at length, intolerable 
situation of David in the native country he had 
so nobly benefited — and in which, to borrow our 
Lord’s affecting language, — though foxes had 

lioles, and birds of the air, nests,” even the 
rocks of the wild goats” had been invaded, in 
pursuit of him, by enemies thirsting for his blood, 
Mary. But, IVlania ! how could he go back 
to Gath ? the people there, he knew, had nearly 
killed him before, about Goliath- 

Mama. If you consult your map of Palestine, 
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yon -wni SCO, tluit from Judea lyinj^ as it does, a 
rnt?rc* iiarrow strij) of country, bounded on one 
side by tlio soa, Jind on others by tlio desert — op- 
]»(*vi unities of refuge with lie igb bon ring nations. 
Wi re i'eeossarily V(‘ry few. Moab bad already 
givei ^belter to liis aged parents, — and towards 
Aiu:d. almost the onlyptlior bordering peojde) 
Davi'i cberislicd, as the faithful seiwant of (lod, 
the inosi. inextinguishable hatred ; of which we 
sbidl soon have a terrilde ])roof. 

Jh ’ dill lie voluntarily prolong the stay, you 
so Uit. .1 wonder at, in Gath ? 

Mary. No ; lie asked Achish for a town to 
himself. 1 was sure he could not be happy in 
Gath long. 

Mama. No, Mary ; not only on account of 
the ill offices and indignities of his former ene- 
mies, at tlie court of Aeliish, but because of the 
t(!nij)tatioii, (before alluded to by him) into which 
he might have been led to join, or at least coun- 
tenance bis benefactor s idolatrous w^orship. From 
this, in a city made over to himself, lie would be 
xeinpt. What was its name ? 

Mary. Ziklag and it says, it always hc- 
loiigcd to Judah afterwards. 

Mama. And in thus bestowing it, Achish 
unconsciously fulfilled the designs of Providence ; 
as. though never conquered by them, it formed 
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part of llie original inlioritancc of Judali, and 
thougli tciiipornrily transferred, in a subsequent 
allotment, to llie tribe of Simeon, — it ultimately 
you see, ])ecame (by tlie pjift of a lioatlien kiiijj) 
the property of tliosc to wliom Moses bad assign- 
ed it- 

Maiiy. Mama! Darid was quite right to do 
to the Amalekitcs what God was so angry w’ith 
Saul for not doing ; but I w ish he had not said 
to Achish, that it was people of Judahy he had 
been fighting against. How could such a com- 
ageous man tell a lie about it ? 

Mama. To teach us, Mary, the bitter, but 
salutary lesson, how much more easy and com- 
mon, arc the loftiest efforts of mere animal bra- 
very, than the moral courage required to encoun- 
ter the consequences of our own right actions. 
In the fear and strength of his God, David could 
attack, and utterly spoil the powerful Amalekitcs 
— ^Icft to his own w^cakness, he condescended to 
an unmanly evasion, and chose rather to pass 
for a base traitor to his owm nation, than a bold 
avenger of its wrongs, and its God. That th^' 
deceit was too shallow, to ensure even its unhal- 
lowed purpose, of quieting the suspicions, and 
lulling the jealousies of the Philistines, we sec 
from the beginning of the chapter, to which, 
(for the sake of connexion) I have made you 
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pass. But let mo see if you can feather from it, 
to wliat dreadfully sinful alternative, liis former 
prevarication, liad well nigh reduced the anoint- 
(‘d king of Israel ? 

Maky. The Philistines gatlierod together all 
their armies to “A]>hek;’* and, as it says, tlie 
Isi-'c'lites pitched near Jezreel.” I suppose 
they were going to have a battle. And was 
David rcall}^ so wicked as to join 

Go(t’s enemies against his own peo])le ? 

M. :A. What liis line of conduct, in a fatal 
diloii..; a ol his own creating, would have really 
been, had not the natural misgivings of his hea- 
then allies been so mercifully overruled by God, as 
to make for liim, with the temptation, a way to 
escape,” — we cannot presume to pronounce. From 
his well-known patriotism, it seems most likely— 
(a belief confirmed by his equivocal answ'cr to 
Achish.) that he would really have justified the 
suspicions of tlio Philistine princes, by going over 
once more to the ranks of his lawTul sovereign ; 
and in thus doing, have requited with perfidious 
yigratitude, three years of generous protection 
from Acliish. But Mary, wdiat a strong, w hat an 
iiTcsistible lesson docs this dilemma of David,— 
involving on the one hand forfeiture of allegiance 
to his king, his country, and his God, ^and on 
the other hand, base ingratitude and treachery to 
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Lis Lcncfnctor, — afford against placiiipf oiirsolvos, 
by any dolibcriite act of our owii^ in situations of 
inevitable temptation ! 

Had David remained, to useliis own noble but 
forgotten expressions, — “ under the shadow of the 
wings of the -Almighty/' even an outcast in 
Israel/* — he might now, in the great national 
emergency, have been very probably recalled to 
fight under the banners of his reconciled sover- 
eign, and side by side with his beloved Jonathan — 
against the licreditsiry enemies of Israel ; instciid 
of being ignominiously hunted as a traitor aiid 
renegade, from what he emphatically calls the 
‘Uciits of ]\leshech.’* And had he never, with 
cowardly duplicity, suffered his just vengeance on 
Aniah^k, to pass for a hostile inroad against 
Judea, — ^not even the unsuspecting 'and confiding 
monarch of Gath himself, could liave dreamed of 
summoning the conqueror of Goliath to unnatural 
participation in an expedition against Israel. So 
that to his unhap j)y selection of a heathen j)ro- 
tcctor — and subsequent deception, jaactised on 
that very benefactor — we can clearly trace th^ 
sinful predicament in wdiicli David stood, as .an 
ally in the camp of the ungodly ; and his shame- 
ful (though providential) expulsion from its un- 
hallowed ranks. 

Mary. How thankful he must liavc been 
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>v]ion lin was sent away — without either fighting 
against his people^ or betraying good-natured 
Acl-ish. 

Yes ! and to Cod alone could he as- 
cribe a deliverance from a choice of evils, entire- 
ly be;, ond his own skill to accomplish. 

l>ut was Ins abs(*nce on this unholy service, 
wholly unproductive of suifiu’ing? 

IVIau\. Oh I no. The Amalekites had taken 
advxntagc of it, and burnt bis town, and taken 
all tlr peo]>Ie prisoners — David's Avives, and all ! 
lie : ' . yj de.serA'cd it. Mama ; aiulT am not very 
sorry for him, though he “ wept till he had no 
more pouter to Aveep." 

Mama. These AA’ere Avholcsome tears, depend 
upon it, Mary — and extorted from so courageous 
and manly a spirit, far more by a sense of deserv- 
ed chastisement, than by the temporary loss even 
of those dearest to him. That they were in 
reality, draAvn forth by penitence, (though^ em- 
bittered doubtless by the just reproaches of his 
indignant folloAvcrs, who even spake of stoning 
him,”) appears from the immediate consolation 
wdiieh David in his grief, sought from his out- 
raged, but merciful God. 

Did his sense of having offended, estrange him, 
as it docs too many — from the footstool of the 
Mhjesty on High ? 
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Mary. Ko; he sent for Abiiitliar the priest, 
tind ciiquirccl of the Lord wliether he should pur- 
sue after the Amalekites. Mama ! I am "lad he 
did it, — and he must liaA’c been glad to have the 
pric'st and the ^^e])hod” hy him. Hut surely 
any man so fond of his wives and children, and 
so hold as David was, would have tried to get 
them back, at tlie risk of his life, even w ithout 
asking leave. 

Mama. And this is precisely what makes 
David’s submissive reference to Him Avhose hand 
had dealt the blow — ^before attempting to recover 
his precious domestic treasures — a clear proof of 
liis humbled and penitent frame of mind ; and 
accounts, in the ojily profitable, satisfactory, and 
convincing manner, for the gracious encourage- 
m(‘nt, and ultimate success vouchsafed by Him 
whose name is mercy,” and wdio afflicts his 
children but to draw them to Himself. No soon- 
er is the permission ^ven, and Divine powxT 
pledged to the happy result, than w^e see David’s 
natural courage and determination revive, — for so 
hotly is the pursuit conducted, that tw^o hundred, 
out of his six hundred followers, are left, utterly 
exhausted, by the side of a friendly brook ! 

But by what providential state of destitution 
in another — and an enemy — w^as David s uncer- 
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tiiliiiy as to tlio course pursued by the raragers of 
Ins ]iouseljold — removed ? 

M A R \ young Egyptian had been left sick 
]:y ij i.s iVmalekite master, in tlie fields, till he was 
half dead and famished ; and h(* told David’s 
people Avliere their eiiomics w'ould be found. I 
suj»]>ot,e it was out of revenge for his master 
leaving liiiu so inhumanly. 

]\f *vMA Partly, no doubt; for in those days 
the hfe of a slav(‘ (which all servants were) was 
of litih acconmt in the eyes of an}’^ one. But let 
us h'j, tira gratitude for rescue; from present 
famine, had its share in inlluciicing the poor 
fugitive. 

In what defenceless state were the spoilers of 
Ziklag discovered, by its bereaved husbands and 
fathers ? 

Mary. All spread abroad upon the earth, 
eating, and drinking, and dancing, bec.ause of all 
the great s])oil they had taken from Ziklag, and 
from the land of Judah.'’ So they had been rob- 
bing David’s own countrymen at home, besides ! 

Mama. Yes, which w’ould no doubt assist in 
animating his vengeance. But why, do you sup- 
j)ose, were the luckless invaders so utterly secure, 
and cardess of pursuit ? 

Mary. Because they could not know that 
David would be scut back from the army, and 
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supposed liim with Acliisli fill the time. Mama I 
if God had let him stay with the Philistines^ he 
never would have seen wife or child more ! 

Mama. Most probably not ; w'hich must have 
enhanced his sense of God's undeserved and timely 
interposition. But do you remark any thing in 
the account given of the slaughter of the Amale- 
kites, which makes it evident that without Divine 
encouragement and aid, it would have been 
equally mad and vain in David to pursue or 
attack them ? 

Mary. It says, there escaped not a man of 
them, save four hundred young men, that got 
away on camels.’' Surely, Mama, if such were 
the small remains of their anny (just as many as 
David had altogether) he never could have got 
back his wives and goods unless God had hel2>ed 
him. 

Mama. Certainly not ; nor could the attempt 
have ever been made, but in the strength of a 
higher Power, and under, a sense of Divine for- 
giveness and reconciliation. 

By what act of mingled kindness and justice 
to others did Da^dd acknowledge the greatness oi 
his personal mercies ? 

Mary. The four hundred strong men who 
went all the way with David, find fought wdth the 
Amalckites — wanted not to give any share of 
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tlicy liad taken Lack, to those who were tocT 
tired to go on. How unjust ! 

M ' WA. • Stay Mary, arc you not doing injus- 
tice \ ourself, to tlic brave band by whom the 
r< f,"ii'' aecomplished — by involving all in an 

act of sc/i-sh and narroAV j)olicy, in which four 
liundn d of David's chosen companions were 
surely inca])abic of concuning ? 

iMauy. <.)hl 1 SCO, it was only the wicked 
inci!j and men of Bciial of those wdio wx'iit with 
David,” that said so ; I beg pardon of the others. 

M/, , .’_jct it be a warning to you against 

all hasi}^ and general accusations, often involving, 
on no better grounds, the innocent w ith the guilty. 
How did David nobly rebuke the unbrotherly 
sj)irit by which his troop of chosen waniors was 
partially infected and disgraced ? 

Mary. He said, ye shall not do so, my 
brethren, wdth that which the Lord hath given 
us ; who hath preserved us, and delivered the 
company that came against us, into our hand.” 
IMama, David sj)caks like himself now ; I am 
idways so sorry when he does otherw ise I 

Mama. Are you indeed, my child? and docs 
your young heart take an unconscious interest in 
the manifestations of a “renewed and contrite 
spirit,” in the breast of a king of Israel who lived 
Ihrcc thousand years ago ? And do you think lie 
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by whom tliiit lieavt ivas formed, and who knows 
its very frame” — docs not watch, with far liolier 
and intenser earnestness, the first movement of 
returning piety and penitence, in your own, and 
every human bosom ? If tliere is joy among 
the angels in licavcn over one sinner that repenl- 
eth,” — never forget the far loftier, j^et dcei)cr in- 
terest of the Cod of angels, in the welfare of the 
souls that lie hath made.” 

I am persuaded IVlary, that were one spark of 
the feeling of praise worthy emulation, which makes 
a child, in the presence of an affectionate parent, 
guard its behaviour, and double its exertions — 
transferred, as is due, to our Father in heaven” 
— we should soon have answering proofs, as cer- 
tain 2)erhaps, though not so obvious, as his re- 
turning mercies to David, — that,’ in the inspired 
and cheering words of the Psalmist himself. 
The steps of a good man are ordered by the 
Lord, and he delighteth in his way” — that lie 

•will hear his cry when his heart is overwhelmed, 
and will set him on the rock that is higher than 
he” — that lie who hath shewn him gi*cat and 
sore troubles, shall quicken him agfiin, and bring 
liim up from the depths of the eartJi” — tJiat “ the 
Lord will give gi*ace and glory, and withhold no 
good thing from him that 'v>alketli uprightly,” 
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mul tliJit “ lio 'will ]>crf(R*t all that conccmctli him, 
h(*(*auso Ills iiK‘r(‘V eudureth for ever.” 

Ikit lost the dillidcTice and liiiinility insoparahlc 
from eonseious guilt, should deter any from appro- 
iniiiting promises, conferred on the righteous 
alone— let ns hear those which the same Holy 
►Spirit addresses to the erring and jienitent. 

Idessed is the man Avhom the Lord chasten- 
eth, and teaelicth him out of his law.*' 

lie sijall speak peac<‘ unto his ])eople, and un- 
to his Ints, hut let them not turn «agaiii unto 
folly." 

'‘IJc forgivetli all tlieir iniquities, and healcth 
all their diseases, and crowneth them with mercy 
and loving kindness.*' 

For ho knoweth their frame, and remeraher- 
cth that they are hut dust.” 

Those who sow in tears shall reap in joy, and 
he who goeth fortli weeping and hcfiring precious 
seed, shall return again with rejoicing hearing 
his sheaves w ith him.” 

lie shall lead them, and his right hand shall 
hold them, and wdien the love of (lod is in their 
Jicart, none of their footsteps shall slide.” 

And finally, to reassure them as to their ulti- 
mate portion. 

The salvation of the righteous is of the Lord, 
for lie is their strength,** 
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‘‘ Blessed arc the j>eople that know the joyful 
sound, for they shall walk in the light of his coun- 
tenance for ever."* 
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hr.f.soN 1st Samuel, Chapters xxviii. and xxxi. 


Mary. I suppose. Mama, as you made me 
leave < it this chapter, what passed in it hetween 
AcliisJi and David about lighting against Israel, 
belongs to our yesterday’s reading. 

Mama. It does. But it was not without a 
double reason that I determined to preserve un- 
broken the connexion between Siiul’s unlawful 
attempts to penetrate the future, — and the accom- 
plishment of the awful prediction they elicited. 
In the first place, because some of the best and 
most careful expositors hold it to have been liter- 
al fulfilled, by the defeat and death, on the 
actual morrow,” of the rejected monarch ,* and 
Sf^ecause (even should a few days or longer have 
intervened) it must ever be profitable to trace — 
as visibly as we are here permitted to do, the 
connexion between crime and 2 >unisbment — be- 
tween deserved abandonment by God, and dis- 
gir.ee, defeat, and dcsi>air. As if to signify tlie 
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rcmoyal of tlic lust shield intoi*poscd by the prayer 
of the righteous between Saul and his impending 
doom — the death of Samuel — gcncrfilly believed 
to have happened about four months previous, 
is again recorded ; and nothing can more strongly 
prove the involuntary confidence, which (even 
under long and melancholy estrangement) Saul 
reposed in his early master, — than liis desire to 
recall, from the <piict of the grave, this bold, 
though reluctant reprover. So true is it, Mary, 
that nhen every ground of false trust is at the 
hour of peril or death, utterly swept away,” 
even the wicked arc fain to flee for refuge to the 
formerly dcs])isecl, or at least, unheeded professors 
of true religion. 

Hut what emphatic precept of the law of Moses 
had Saul (at the suggestion, it is thought, of holy 
Samuel) early in his reign, enforced ? 

Mary. Putting away those that had fami- 
liar spirits, and wizards out of the land.” Mama I 
had any body ever really devils under their com- 
mand, — or did they only pretend to it ? 

Mama. To what extent (previous to the conn- 
ing of our Lord, and consequent limitation of his 
kingdom”) Satan had power given him to delude 
the souls, as we know he ^vas permitted to en- 
slave the bodies of men — it might be presumptu- 
ous to determine. All wo know is, that pretend- 
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ers to necromancy in later times, have been mii- 
versiilly eitlior the authors of gross imposture, or 
the victims of superstitious folly. That the ayo- 
man mentioned in our chapter, belonged to the 
fT>nner class, is evident from the terror and sur- 
prise with which she was overwhelmed, when, 
by ii higher agency, the power to which she pre- 
tenih'd, was really exercised. 

But hy what fatal emergency was Saul driven 
to invoke one of the very sorceresses he had for- 
merly p roscribed and extirpated ? 

M A i . v. The Philistines had gathered them- 
selves together, and came and pitched in Shu- 
neni and you know. Mama, he had now no 
David to fight on his side, but I suppose, rather 
expected him to be with Achish against him. 

Mama. True. And how much must he now 
have regretted the loss of his bravest, and most 
faithful champion ; especially as we are told, on 
the authority of ancient writers — that this (on ac- 
count of the Philistines being joined by an im- 
mense body of expatriated Egyptians) was by far 
tJie most formidable invasion with which they 
ever menaced Israel. 

But, Mary, was it the “ fear and trembling,” 
alon(?, with which the ap])roach of his enemies 
inspired him, — that shook the once bold and 
warlike spirit of Sciul ? 

N 
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Mary. Oh! no. Time was, when lie would, 
not have heen afraid, had they been twice as 
niaiiy! But though he did enquire of Cod, 
“ the Lord answered him not, neither by dreams, 
nor by Urim, nor by prophets.” Mama ! I 
tlioujrht David had got the high priest and ephod 
with him ,* and you told me, the Urim,'* was in 
the high priest’s breast-plate. 

Mama. I am glad 3"ou recollected this; but 
certain it is, that had the oracular breast-jilatc 
even been left behind, in the hurry of Abiathai-*s 
flight, after the nuissacrc of his relatives, there 
was no one by w hom, in his absence, it could be 
lawfully consulted. No w^onder, therefore, that 
an answ^er” >vas denied. 

To wdiat miserable cxp(Klicnt,.for ascertaining 
the fate of the impending battle, was the misgiv- 
ing lu'art of the unhappy^ monarch of Israel re- 
duced ? 

Mary. He said, ‘‘ Seek me out a woman that 
liath a familiar spirit, that I may go and en- 
quire of her.” 

Mama. And does not this act of wailful and 
presumptuous disobedience, fully justify the Di- 
vine denial of counsel or aid, to one — jircpared to 
resort, on the disappointment, to the very means 
which the God wdiom he mocked with enquir- 
ies,’* liad utterly dcnoimccd and forbidden ? The 
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^vrofcchcd object of liis unhallowed pursuit, her- 
self f(‘lt and derided an inconsistency, which she 
coiiid only construe into a “ snare,'* unworthy 
of a great monarch, for her conviction and appre- 
hension, as a “witch.” Nor could aught less 
than the yet grosser inconsistency, of a king of 
Israel swearing to her, by the God who had cx- 
I)rcssly said in his law, “Tliou shalt not suffer a 
witcdi i t live,” — convince her that her life was 
iiuhv'd safe. 

Wriai- did she, .at his request, then undertake ? 

Maijy. To bring up Samuel from the grave. 
Mjima ! could she, or a?iy one, do this ? 

Mama. Certainly not. But if, (like similar 
impostors of more modern times) she hoped, by 
the combined influence of glimmering darkness, 
of magical incantations, and optical delusions, — 
to work on the excited imagination of her roy.al 
visitor, — her schemes were unexpectedly and aw- 
fully forestalled, by the supernatural ascent from 
the grave, of him, whose rest, she well knew, it 
mocked her power to Lave successfully disturb- 
.jd. 

Mary. Oh! Mother! no wonder she cried 
with a loud voice I” It w.as just as if people, 
playing at ghosts, to frighten others, were sud- 
denly to sec a real one I But why did she say. 
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she saw gods'* ascending out of the cartii ? 
wore there more than one 

?»rAMA. No^ JMary ; but in lior first awe and 
affriglit, at tlic supernatural vision^ slic used the 
same plural Hebrew word for (lod, winch occurs 
in (lenesis and elsewhere, and is often quoted, 
as confirming in a remarkable manner, the mj^s- 
torious doctiiie of the Trinity. Saul’s immediate 
question, however, “ What form is he of,” is a 
plain proof, that he understood her to speak of 
one being only. 

Mary. I suppose, when she answered, an 
old man cometh up, and he is covered with a 
mantle, Saul must have ventured to look up ; and 
when he perceived that it was Samuel, he stooped 
with his face to the ground, and bowed himself.” 

Mama. Yes, Mary. In this act of abject 
humiliation before a greater than Samuel, by 
whom Saul felt he had been miraculously sent — 
as well as in the solemn rebuke, and unerring 
prediction of the resuscitated prophet — we may 
read the answer to the opinion held by some, 
either that the whole was a mere juggle, contriv- 
cd and executed by the pretended sorceress — 
or the permitted work of evil spirits, actually 
evoked at her bidding. The former idea may 
have originated naturally enough with that un- 
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tliiiiklng multitude, l)j wliom all miraculous 
iif^cucy is derided, or disbelieved. But how 
the JaUer notion (wortliy only of the liou^c 
divide d against itself,'* of the Pharisaical cavillers 
of our Lord's day,) came to find a place in the creed 
of au} Cdiristian, 1 am at a loss to imagine. In 
tin; e.'iily autheuitic addresses of evil spirits record- 
ed in S( ii]iture, as in the case of Kve in ])aradise 
— ourL'Oi d in the wilderness — and the assemhlcd 
kings of Israel and Judah, to whom a lying 
spirit'* »vas mystcTiously sent forth from heforo 
the 1', iitaiii of all Truth — delusion and deee])tion 
was the univ('rsal object, u^nd so unnatural 
must such awful words of godly rebuke, as be- 
came the mouth of Samuel, ever aj>pear on the 
‘‘Ijdng lips” of a minister of darkness— that those 
only, to whom the casting out of devils, by 
Beelzebub their prince” olhirs no contradiction, 
can ascribe them to infernal agency. 

Let us, my dear iVlary, draw from this awful 
interruption of the ord(ir of Providence, the solemn 
warnings which fell too late on the ear of the in- 
fatuated Saul. J^et us tremble, as we leara from 
mill, ^^Avho, being dead, yet speaketh,” — theapiiall- 
ing truth, that there is a period, when the long 
gri(‘ved,” and “ quenched Spirit,” filially “ de- 
jiarts,” and becomes an enemy. And that, in this 
state of anticipated spirituid death, not only “Moses 
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and the prophets,” nay, the blessed Gospel itself 
may become powerless to save or a^vaken ; but 
that conviction would not be ])roduccd, even 
though one rose from the dead !” 

Did, indeed, this wonderfully-raised messenger 
deliver any new or different doctrine from what 
he often, when in the flesh, fruitlessly inculcatc'd. 

Mary. Oh I no. lie just told Saul, as he 
had done years before, that, because he had diso- 
beyed God, and spared the Amalekitcs, the liord 
had rent the kingdom out of his hand, and given 
it to his neighbour David.” But what terrified 
Saul, I suppose, was to be told, that his time 
was at last come, and that, ‘‘ to-morrow,” he and 
his sons should be with Samuel. 

Mama. Yes, Mary, such is often the appalling 
effect of an announcement that cannot be mistak- 
en, of a])proaching judgment, on the most callous 
and impenitent heart I As long as the denunci- 
ation was vague and distant, Saul could defy and 
disregard it ; but when a voice from the tomb 
thus addressed him, Thou fool I” to-morrow 
shall thy soul be required of thee he sunk 
powerless on the earth ; and “ great fear fell on 
liim, and there was no strength in him.” Those 
who are fond of tracing coincidences have found 
a curious and not unedifying one, between the 
earliest and latest crime of 8aul, — between the 
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power of sill in his first open act of disobedience 
— and in tliat infraction of the express law of Clod, 
by ^Tilncli the measure of his inic|uity was at 
I'-noih filled up. 

Do you remember by what strong terms of com- 
parison, Samuel, Avhilc yet alive, stigmatized the 
pre^Mided humanity of Saul in sparing Agag? 

JMahv. No. Ilut I wall look back and find 
it. Oh ! 1 sec w hat you mean. Pie says, Re- 
bellion is as the sin of witchcraft ” And now 
Saul ] id bec'ii guilty of both ; so no w^onder God 
left hij 1 to liis fate. J3ut, UTama, though any one 
might be sorry to sec a king in so sad a condition, 
1 am surprised a wdtcli** should have so much 
good in her as to kill a fatted calf for him, and 
use him so kindly. 

Mama. Divination in those days, IMary, though 
forbidden among the Jew% by law^s both human 
and divine, w^as held by neighbouring nations, in 
high esteem and veneration. And their sibyls," 
or pythonesses,” (liy wdiich names females pre- 
tending to oracular power, w’^cre known,) being 
geiiendly brought up in temples, and esteemed 
sacred, there did not attach to their vocation any 
of those sordid ideas of ill-w ill and malevolence, 
usually associated with w itchcraft,'' by the vul- 
gar among ourselves. Do you not remember the 
traveller wdio lately pointed out to us, in his plan 
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of Pompeii, tlic secret communi cation between 
the seat of the “ Pythoness” in the temple of Isis, 
and tlie priests by whom her res])onses were to 
he dictated ? 

Mary. Oh ! yes ; we saw ft quite plainly ; and 
I see now, th.at a witch in Judea mif^ht be a very 
different person from a witch in Enpjland. 

Mama. In external condition certainly. But 
never forget that both wore alike inqiostors and 
liars ; and as sucli, objects of contemjit to man, 
and indignation to the God of truth. 

But Jet us turn from their delusions, to the 
wortl of Him who “ cannot lie.** 1 low were tlicsc*, 
in the second of our chapters, sadly fulfilled ? 

Mary. ^^The men of Israel fled from before 
the Philistines, and fell down slain on Mount 
Gilboa.** And oh ! Mama! Jonathan was killed 
with the rest of the kings sons, llow sorry 
David would be when he heard it ! 

Mama. That he was so, you will indeed see 
and feel, when the most pathetic lamentation ever 
called forth by human friendship, conics under our 
notice to-morrow. But we must now follo’w to 
its close, the sad career of Saul. 

By what event was lie disabled from saving 
himself by flight ? 

Mary. The archers hit him, and he was sore 
wounded of the archers.” What a slate he must 
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luive boon roducjctl to, Mauuij Avlion lie bogged his 
ann' ;iir-])t'ai*('r;, as a favour, to kill liiiu ! 

iViAMA. Yes; and when, on his servant’s re- 
ft jsa/, he. ^vith a borroMcd sword,” (his own 
liavin^ evitlontlv been lost,) despairingly aeconi- 
plisht (i tile work of •self-destruction ! It wall, I 
daresay; b(' a satisfection to you to learn, that as the 
Jews eon ^^aiitly affirm this ‘‘armour-bearer” to 
liavo been none other than “ Doeg the hklomite,” 
— Ills o'vn suicide, and that of liis wretchodmas- 
tcr, w : probably perpetrated, with the very 
sword with w hich he sacrilegiously skwv, at Saul’s 
command, tlic anointed priests of the Lord. 

Maky. Indeed it w^as only fair and right ; 
and every body must think so. I am very sorry 
Jonatlifin’s butl}'^ was stripped and abused with 
tlie rest ; for 1 fim sure he did not deserve it. 

Mama. No, ]Mary. But from the inevitable 
involvement of the innocent in national calami- 
ties — let us draw the pleasing, as well as Scrip- 
tural inference of a future state of retribution; 
when “ lf)ve’* shall “ have its perfect work” — and 
jjglendship put on immortality” — and David 
and Jonathan, as they were ‘‘ lovely in their 
lives’* shall be, by death, no more divided.” 
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I-(i:ssoN. — 2d Samuel, Chapters i. and if. 


Mama. I am sure, my dear Mary, from your 
evident jiarticlpation in the deep and patlietic 
feelings expressed hy David^ on hearing of the 
death of your favourite Jonathan, tluit you no 
longer douht the extent either of his gratitude or 
his distress. By those, even disj^oscd to treot 
with unhallowed levity the less praise- worthy 
parts of his character, the Psalmist is here allow- 
ed to have lent to friendship and sorrow all the 
pathos and dignity of wliich language is suscepti- 
ble. And yet so simple are the words, and so 
natural the ideas they convey, that the heart of 
the rudest savage, or youngest child, would over- 
flow wdth responsive emotion. 

At what time of personal triumph and exaltr^- 
tion was this disastrous news communicated to 
David ? 

Makv. Just after he had slain the Amalck- 
ites, and brought back his wives and children 
to Ziklag. ]\Iama, he must have been aware 



MOT^NINO ELEVENTH. 


143 


^vli^'iiovor lio sa'^v a man witli rent clotlins, and 
(N'lrtli on his liead, that lie had bad news to tell. 

Mama. Why so? what did these tokens indi- 
cate ? 

Mary. I'xcossive grief. You know Job’s 
friendly sat witli him on the ground, and put dust 
on ilieir heads, because of his afllictions — and 
the l»yp(K*ritical Pharisees tore their clothes in 
pretend d distress ut our Lord’s making himself 
God. 

' 1 . And was the outward mourning of 
this ^Vmalekite for the monarch he onl}’^ pretend- 
ed to have mercifully slain, a bit more real, or 
sincere than tlieir’s ? 

Mary. 1 suppose not; else he would never 
have made a merit of killing him. But how do 
w e know he did not speak the truth ? 

Mama. Because, well contrived and circum- 
stantial as is his artful tale to obtain favour from 
Saul’s presumed enemy — it is at variance wdth 
the inspired record of that unhappy monarch’s 
self-murder which w'c read yesterday — with his 
avoued horror of dying by the liand of the ^^un- 
rircumcised” — and with the subse(|ucnt suicide 
of Doeg ; which is expressly said to have been 
occasioned by despair, at seeing his master dead 
before him. But providence having sent to the 
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fatal scene this stranger, for the apparent pur- 
pose of transmitting to David (ere tlio bodies 
were despoiled by the Philistines) the crown and 
other insignia, of a kingdom now rightfully his 
own — not content with this melancholy servitjc, 
for which he would probably have been reward- 
ed — Satan put it into his heart to arrogate to 
himself the supposed additional merit of having 
secured David’s succession, by putting an end to 
the life of the late king. 

Mary. David smely believed him at the 
time, though we know better ; else he would not 
have ordered him to be slain. 

Mama. Tliat he did, we may be sure, both 
from the execution itself, and from what he says 
on the subject elsewhere — when expressing his 
indignation at a similar crime. It was perhaps 
from some recantation of the disappointed traitor 
(disbelieved at the moment as the result of fear) 
that the true account of Saul’s miserable end by 
his own hand was confirmed. 

But was there any tiling, think you, of dc'ccit or 
hypocrisy, in the deep sorrow evinced by David, 
for the race so disastrously slain by the enemies 
of Israel ? 

Mary. Oh ! no. Even if David had not 
loved Jonathan so heartily, and grieved for the 
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cloath of the Lord’s people — ^lie was so good heart- 
ed tlsat I ain sure he would have mourned sincere- 
ly, (*von for Saul. 

Mama. Y(‘s, Mary, such is the impression 
involuntarily left on our minds^ by his constant 
generosity and tenderness, towards the most re- 
lentless and unprovoked of foes — ^that not one of 
liis modern enemies has ever reproached him 
for blending, in one beautiful strain of pathetic 
lament it ion, the name of Saul, with that of his 
far d' V- • Jill son. 

But bijfore entering minutely on its beauties — 
let us pause a moment to trace, in an apparent- 
ly irrelc^unt circumstance — the painful impres- 
sion made on the mourner’s mind, by the imme- 
diate cause of the death of Saul. 

How came the king to be so disabled, as not to 
be able to effect his escape ? 

Mary. Because the archers hit him, "and 
lie was sore wounded of the archers.” Now I 
see JViamfi, why that verse (which I used to 
think had no business there) about David teach- 
ing " the men of Judah the use of the bow,” 
comes in where it does, at the beginning of his 
lamentation. 

Mama. Yes, Mary ; and the precaution so 
immediately taken, shews David at once in the 
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light of a wise king, and of a generously con- 
cerned foe. 

By what name docs he jointly apostrophize the 
fallen " mighty V* 

Mary, The beauty of Israel — you know, 
3Iama, Saul was remarkably handsome, and Jo- 
nathan probably resembled him. At all events, 
he was beautiful, wo are sure, in the eyes of 
Da’i'id. 

Mama. And what feelings of patriotic and 
national concern, take precedence, in the pious 
mind of David, even of his own great personal 
loss, and sorrow ? 

Mary. The triumph and rejoicing of the 
Philistines, wdien it should come to be tdld in 
Gath and Askelon. 

Mama. Yes; but it is still as the “uncir- 
cumcised,” that their victory and triumph, arc 
especially galling to his pious spirit. Do you re- 
member to whom he before applied the term ? 

Mary. Oh ! yes, to Coliatli, when he w^as 
yet a boy ; but he had lived among them since. 

Mama. Not from choice, you will remember^ 
nor longer than he could possibly help ; — witness" 
his pathetic exclamation, “Woe is me, that I 
sojourn in Mcsech, and dwell in the tents of 
Kedar !" 
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But is it tlie lioatlien foes, of wliose ferocity 
and ill -will he laid personal experience, on whom 
he longs to visit the slaughter of his friends ? 

Mary. No ; he w'ishes the very mountains 
of Gilhoa might want dew and rain, for witness- 
ing their disgrace. 

Mama. Yes; for such the ‘^casting away,” 
in despair, of the “shield” — especially of a king, 
or leader, — was considered by all ancient nations. 
But as if i: !iaii*cd of even the implied reflection, 
on the undoubted bravery of Saul, which his 
w’ords might be held to convey, — he immediately 
adds to his well-earned tribute to the valour of 
Jonathan, “ And tLe sword of Saul rtdumed not 
empty.” Nay, he combines, and as it were, em- 
balms their joint memories, in one never-to-be 
forgotten verse ; — expressive alike, of generous 
oblivion of injuries in the grave, and envy of their 
happiness in thus dying together. 

Mary. That is very kind, and like David. 
But he surely could not think Saul had really 
been “ lovely in his life,” 

Mama. Seen through the vista of the tomb, 
!\fary, there are few with whom >vc have been 
closely connected — ^>vhose failings, and even vices, 
do not come softened on our recollection. David 
did not forget that there wns a period, (a brief 
one, alas !) when Saul, as the anointed of the 
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Lord^ was “goodliest” among his brethren in 
Israel ; or that^ to his early patronage, ho liim- 
sclf owed fame and distinction, and relationship 
to his beloved Jonathan ; towards whom, at least, 
wc liavc every reason to think, (from the in- 
fluence enjoyed by the latter, over his mind, and 
his sacrificing to filial duty, even liis love for 
David) Saul had generally shewn himself a kind 
and “ pleasant” parent. 

But, when the daughters of Israel ” have 
been summoned toj^^eep, for the lost munificence 
of him, (whom they once offended, by exalting 
at his expense, the modest shepherd conqueror)— 
let us mark, how suddenly, and naturally, the 
personal grief of David — long incumbered* and 
repressed by images of fallen royalty, — breaks 
out into passionate exclamations at the mention 
of the name of Jonathan. What is it, in these few 
simple w^ords, I am distressed for thee, my 
brother,” — which makes them stir the heart, as 
if we too, had lost the friend of our bosom — one 
“ pleasant” to ourselves, as the generous and de- 
voted Jonathan? 

Mary. Mama, I always feel ready to cry,' 
when I read them, just as if I had knowm him. 
I suppose it is because the words are so very 
short and true. 

Mama. Y ou have j list felt, — as the youngest 
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perhaps, do most readily — that in truth and sim- 
plicit}^ lies the secret of that exquisite pathos, 
which has no parallel except in the Bible, and 
which all antiquity might be ransacked in vain 
to rival. 

And as language would fail to add one pang 
to the grief whicli these four simple words have 
sufficed to convoy to every feeling heart, — so 
would all the polirdi and refinement of modern 
times, stri ( /ii rain to add finish to a picture of 
friendshij., whose tenderness j^nd delicacy is car- 
ried to the uttermost, by being exalted beyond 
even female love and devotion. 

And now, from the painful participation in a 
soiTow, which every one feels to be almost per- 
sonal — it is a relief to escape once more into the 
vagueness of general regret, for the loss of the 
“valiant,*' and for national calamity. But I 
scarcely think I should have disturbed the cur- 
rent of emotions, so pleasing and profitable in 
their very pain, by any further reading to-day, 
had not our second chapter recorded a further 
testimony of the affectionate respect and regard 
v)f David, to the memory of his fallen foe. 

By whom did we find the charitable office of 
interring the remains of Siiul and his sons, to 
have been performed ? 
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Mary. The “ men of Jabesh Gilead.’’ ^fVe 
have surely h(‘ard of them before, somewhere. 

Mama. That you have. We read together 
on a former occasion, of that signal deliverance 
from a cruel foe, wdiich Saul wrought for them ; 
and for which they now, at the disitince of twenty 
years, shewed such proper and praise-worthy 
gratitude. They were threatened by a king of 
‘‘ Ammon,'’ wdth the loss of their right eyes, if 
not relieved by a certain day ; a fate from which 
they wore rescued Jby the valour and prompti- 
tude of him, whose inanimate relics they now 
rescued from birds of prey, and wild beasts, and 
the yet more cruel indignities of cruel heathen 
foes. 

How did David shew his sense of this kind- 
ness, and requite it, as done to himself? 

Mary, lie prayed for a blessing from God 
on them, and promised them his favour and pro- 
tection ; and told them not to be disheartened, 
because their master Saul was dead, and the 
people had anointed him king. 

Mama. Very distinctly told, and an inci- 
dent honourable to all parties. 

But what circumstance, more praise-worthy 
still, is recorded of David, at the beginning of 
this chapter ^ 
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Majiy. He would not even clioosc a city out 
ol Jjis own tribe to live in, without enquiring of 
tlie Jjord ; and God told liim to go to*^^ Hebron.’* 
1 always tliouglit lie reigned from the first at Je- 
rusalem, hut you told me it was a “ Jebusite” 
town, till lie took it long after. 

Mama. And till that event transfen-ed the 
royjil residence to tlio spot originally “ chosen” 
by Jehovah, to ^^put his name there** — no place 
could have bee»‘ niore eligible for David’s capital 
than “ Hebron ;** sanctified by the sepulchre of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and situated in the 
very midst of Judah, and in the possession of the 
family of those priests, who had long been among 
his most faithful and attached followers. 

But though now reigning in undisputed sover- 
eignty over his own tribe, did David step peace- 
ably into the possession of the whole kingdom of 
Israel ? 

Mary. By no moans, Mama. Abner took 
Ishbosheth, Saufs son, and made him king over 
a great many tribes, — indeed, I see it says, all 
Israel.” 

Mama. But, — even could any .thing liave 
justified Abner’s setting up one of a rejected 
race, in opposition to the dechircd will of God, in 
anointing David, — was Ishbosheth the rightful 
successor to the crown of Saul ? 
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Mary. I suppose he was. Mania ; for you 
know Jonathan was dead, and two otlicr sous of 
Saul besides ; W’as this not the next heir ? 

Mama. No; there yet lived one, who^se claim 
to the crown by rightful inheritance was indisput- 
able, viz. — Mcphibosheth, the son of Jonathan ; 
though his tender age, (only five years,) and a 
lameness, contracted by a fall in the sudden flight 
of his nurse, unfitted him for seconding the ambi- 
tious views of Abner. Of David’s kindness to 
this feeble and helpless offspring of his beloved 
friend, we shall hear amply liercafter. 

But -whither, in the meantime, did Abner or 
rather Saul's army, wliich still acknowledged him 
as its general, carry the usurping king ? 

Mary. To Mahanaim.” Where was that ? 

Mama. A place beyond Jordan, famous in 
sacred history for the appearance of angels to 
Jacob ; but most likely chosen by Abner for se- 
curity both from the Philistines, and from David. 

Did the army remain quietly there ? 

Mary. No. Abner and some of his men 
went to Gibcon, and met Joab and some of 
David's people ; and Abner purposed that t]ie\'’ 
should ^^i)lay before them:” but it turned out 
any thing but play ; for they all killed each other. 
Was it a piece of treachery in Abner, or did he 
not intend it ? 
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Mama. Tliis is uncertain ; but it is seldom 
tliat the martial .s]>orts of parties so hostile, end 
amicably ; and the slaughter, (whether designed 
or accidental.) was the cause of a bloody battle, 
in "which Abner and the men of Israel, the origi- 
nal promoters of the affair, were "worsted. 

But what individual on David’s side, owed his 
fate to his o^vn rashness and obstinacy ? 

Ma ry. One of the sons of Zeruiah." 

Mama- And who was she ? 

Mary. David’s sister, you told me before. 
Was this the same bold man who went with him 
into Sauls camp ? 

Mama. No ; that was Abishai,'* the elder. 
But in daring, Asahel*' seems to ha'V'c resembled 
liim ; and it is creditable to Abner, (Joab’s deter- 
mined foe and rival,) that he seems to have reluc- 
tantly inflicted a doom so recklessly jnovoked. 
rie seems also to have felt anxious to put an end 
to the civil strife ; of which, however, (as Joab’s 
rather obsemrely translated speech reminds him,) 
he had been the original cause. Tlic result of 
the battle, ^yc find from the numbers slain on both 
b*les. to have been highly favourable *to the par- 
ty of David ; which we learn from the following 
chapter, — (evidently belonging to, and closing the 
transactions of this) — waxed stronger and 
stronger, and the house of Saul wcakcrand weaker.” 
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But there is a deeper lesson to be learned from 
tlie long and painful struggles by which it })lciis- 
ed God to exercise the faith and submissiv,ii of 
him, whom twenty years before, he had anointed 
king over Israel. It may serve as an apt tyj)c of 
the gradual .advance, amid trials and discourage- 
ments, of the Christian towards his heavenly 
crown. At times a desponding outcast from the 
kingdom to wdiich, nevertheless, his title stand- 
eth sure persecuted and harassed by the prince 
of the world .and even when partially put in 
possession of his purchased inheritance, still, amid 
fightings without and fears within," toiling his 
way in the might of the Lord his God towards 
the celestial Zion, where at length his reign shall 
be complete. 
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Lesson. — 2d Samuel, Chapters iii. and iv. 

Mama. We shall hare frequent and melan- 
choly occasi rn, my d(*ar Mary, to refer to the en- 
umeration (n*> idle one) with which our reading 
commences, of tlic sons horn to David, previous 
to, or during his sojourn at Hebron. These six 
young men, who, — ^had they been the offspring of 
one mother, and as such, brought up in fraternal 
union and concord, might have realized his own 
beautiful expression, that children are like ar- 
rows in the hand of a giant,*' and that happy 
is the man who hatli his quiver full of them,*’— 
were most of them destined, by their equally un- 
natural loves and hatreds — their domestic dissen- 
sion, and rebellion against their common parent, 
to embitter, to the very uttermost, the declining 
y^9,rs of David ; and to become, in the hands of 
the Lord, the ministers of his predicted and merit- 
ed chastisement. Of Ainnon, and Absalom, and 
Adonijah, such were their various enormities, it 
might have been said, in the emphatic words of 
Job, cursed be the day in which a man-child 
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saw the light,” or, in the yet more solemn ones of 
our Lord, it had been better for them they had 
neyer been born while of the happily obscurer 
offspring, whose births are here registered, not 
one trait of filial or public virtue has given their 
names a place in the records of piety or patriot- 
ism. 

As the great and crowning sins of David arose 
from the violation of the relative ties, we shall 
have abundant cause to acquiesce in the just retri- 
bution of God, which made use of these very ties 
as instruments of his rightful anger. 

How strongly indeed does the very next verse 
impress on us the evils and inconveniencies of 
polygamy ; when we find that a quarrel between 
ishbosheth and Abner, about one of the inferior 
or handmaid wives of his late father, — ^nearly 
cost the former his crown, and the latter (from 
the jealousy it gave rise to in Joab, though more 
indirectly) his life. 

Mary. It was surely very foolish in Ishbosh- 
eth to quarrel with the man who had made him 
king. 

Mama. Not prudent, certainly, but extremely 
natural ; as the wives of deceased sovereigns were 
esteemed sacred, and to aspire to them, (as you 
will find by various instances in the following his- 
tory) washcld equivalent topretendingto the crown. 
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But could any supposed affront justify Abner’s 
treacliery to the man whom he had placed on his 
l^orilous throne ? 

jNIauy. Oh ! no. But I suppose God over- 
ruled his an^er, to biing Israel round at last, to 
obe^ David. 

Mama. Precisely ; while Abner evidently 
palliated to himself his baseness, by affecting a 
new-born zcral for fulfilling God*s decree. But 
while t 'as*'us may be overruled for good, it is 
seldom that traitors prosper : and we shall see 
that the defection of Abner was recruited by an 
act of treachery deeper still. 

Wlicther the demand made to Ishbosheth at 
this time for the restoration of his sister, David’s 
wife, was suggested by Abner, as a pretext for an 
attack, or the result of affection for his first cour- 
ageous partner, we do not know ; but it was un- 
hesitatingly complied with by one who durst 
refuse nothing sanctioned by Abner. 

Mary. Mama ! one cannot help being sony 
for her new husband, who “ went weeping behind 

M r all the way.” I wonder if she was sorry to 
tve him. 

Mama. That she was in some measure es- 
tranged from David, her scoffing shortly after at 
his pious demeanour before the ark, seems to 
prove ; though the pride, indicated by that circum- 

p 
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Btancc^ leads us to suppose she would gladly re- 
turn from privat life to be the sharer of a throne. 

But what was the disastrous sequel to the feast 
which David made for Abner aiul liis followers, 
in honour of Michars restoration, and of Jiis own 
tai'dy allegiance ? 

Mary. Joah, who had been aAvay on an ex- 
pedition, ciuiAC back just as it was ov(‘r, and Ab- 
ner gont‘ ; and he preteiuh ^ to send after him in 
the king’s name, and tooit ‘m aside “^^to sne.ik 
with him quietly,*' and kill(^d him, to r(‘veiige 
his brother Asahel. Mama ! what a shocking 
piece of treachery ! 

Mama. Yes, Mary — proceeding as it evident- 
ly did, far less from indignation at his brother's 
justly provoked fate in battle, than from selfish 
jealousy, and dread of the rising influence with 
David, of one so powerful as Abner. But where 
is now that boasted powder ? The man who could 
transfer at his pleasure, the allegiance of the tribes 
of Israel — five minutes conference with an unprin- 
cipled rival, sufficed to reduce to a heap of sense- 
less clay. So weak arc the instruments in thein- 
selvcs w'hen their purpose is fulfilled — w’hoia 
God makes use of, for the furtherance of his 
greatest designs ! 

Was the murder of their favourite general, per- 
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iiilUf »l to alienate from David, the retuniing af- 
nl’ tlic lsr:H‘l*teR ? 

MAn\. ; they saw he had no hand in it, 

ht-Ti 'it* ^^i‘«.h( all manner of bad things on 
livcti^wi of !t. to doalt. )iis sister’s son. This 

A\iis »5^*1 V ;j- it ; 

IVL'-M i n:])re« atioiis of all kinds are utterly 
r(^pnL,nani to tnir jiister notit/iis of eliristian love 
and f heuratk'c ; hut nothing «*onitl he more 
sliuckh.^, lo tm upright mind, tlian possih](‘ involv- 
niciit. in a ciinu* sothreign tv> its i.a-ure .i'. tn aeh- 
ery ; and David's name you know, had been used 
to betra}’ Abner, 

By what tokens, more honourable and becom- 
ing than curses, did David demonstrate the real- 
ity of liis regret ? 

Mary. He made all the people, and even 
Joab — “^reiid their clothes, and put on sackcloth,” 
and he himself followed the bier, and lifted up 
liis voice, and Avept for Abner. 

But what does he mean by asking if he had 
“ died as a fool dicth V* Was that hectmse it 
was foolisli of him to he taken in by Joab ? 

Mama. The word “fooP here, my dear, as 
elsewhere applied by David, the fool hath said 
in his heart there is no God” — ^means a wicked 
person, or transgressor ; and if Abner had been 
such (David reasons) he w'ould have justly died 
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tJie death of an evil-doer ; whereas lie fell — as 
the best and wisest may do — a victim to the envy 
of an assassin. 

Mary. Oh ! I understand this now. But I 
don’t quite understand why tlie jx'ople came urg- 
ing David to take meat ; and were so pleased 
wlieii he would not. AVhat had they to do with 
it? 

Mama. It was a kind and considerate cus- 
tom among the Jew's^ after a funeral, not only to 
visit tJie llie house of mourning/’ hut even to 
carry provisions with them ; in case the grief of 
the inimitos should have led them to neglect their 
bodily w’ants. It forms a pretty and primitive 
incident in ancient manners, that this friendly 
solicitude should have been extended even to a 
king ; and his declining to break, till sunset, the 
fast, which was a token of respect as well as sor- 
row^ for the memory of the deceased — confirmed 
the people’s belief in the innocence of their be- 
loved monarch ; wdiose popularity we find was 
providentially increased, by the very event wdiich 
threatened to overthrow it. 

Take particular notice, Mary, of the complaiiib 
uttered, (at the very time of the guilt of Joab,) 
by his scarcely yet established sovereign, of his 
inability to punish as he deserved, his too pow'er- 
ful nephew ; because it has been overlooked 
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when accusing of treacherous cruelty the rccom- 
lueiiflatinn given liy David to Solomon, to visit 
this and his other crimes with that merited retribu- 
tion, which, even now he predicts, was awaiting 
the “ door of evil, according to his Avickedness,” 
from the L(ird. 

But oh ! Mary, hoAV fertile a parent is crime ! 
and how easily does one act of coAvardly cru(dty 
pave the aauv for another ! No sooner did cer- 
tain n.i .ortiiy servants about the person of the 
son of Saul, learn that by the death of Abner, 
their master was depiived of his chief support, 
than they hastened to purchase, as they thought, 
the favour of David, by his assassination. 

Who were these justly disappointed traitors? 

Mary. ThcyAA^crc “ captains of bands,” and 
ought to have been above murdering their master. 

Mama. But what circumstances of tribe and 
country, aggravated their guilt ? 

Mary. They were Benjamites,’' and so 
W'erc Saul, and IshboSheth his son. Is that what 
you mean ? 

Mama. Yes ; and what has been considered 

et more flagrant in their ingratitude, is that 

Beeroth,” their native city, was originally in- 
habited by Gibeonites ; massacred and dispossess- 
ed by Saul, on purpose to make Avay for his fa- 
voured relations of Benjamin.” 
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In wliat defenceless state, did these recreant 
warriors surprise and slay their lord ? 

Mary. When he was lying on a bed at 
noon, in tlie heat of the dfiy. Mama ! tlie king 
of Moab, Eglon, was kilh‘d just at the same 
time ; but he ^vas a heathen tyrant, and the man 
that slew him a stranger, so it was not half so 
shocking. Why did these two people here pre- 
tend they were “ fetching wheat 

Mama. It has been su])posed they availed 
themselves of the pretext either of supplying the 
king’s house with grain, oj more probably, carry- 
ing some tlience for the support of their soldiers; 
because a ‘"suck or bag, afforded the best 
means of conveying undiscovered their disgrace- 
ful tro2)hy, the head of his rival, to the camp of 
David. 

But did it produce there the expected effect ? 

Mary. Oh! no. David took God to wit- 
ness, “ who had redeemed him out of all his ad- 
versity,” that as he had put to death the man 
w ho only pretended to have killed Saul, much 
more would he “ take away from the earth ” 
those who had “slain a righteous person, in hi 
ow'n liouse, on his bed.” This was quite right 
of David. But why did he “ cut off their hands 
and feet ?” 

Mama. In compliance with an eastern cus- 
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loiR- by wliicli the offending members of crimin- 
als iij til. rm})loy of the state, are still exposed 
before the palace gates, in Turkey and elsewhere. 
And never could this mark of reprobation be 
more justly ])ut, thnn on the murder-stained 
liaiids, and “ fe(‘t swift to shed blood,’* of these 
least ])itiabl<^ of all cons])irators. 

Oar reading to-day, Mary, has been of a dark 
and fctirful com]>lexion, a record of treachery 
and l>f- .1, inredcemed except by the geimiiic 
pity, and virtuous indignation of David. 

To dwell on the former would be unprofitable ; 
but the latter affords a striking and humiliating 
contrast to the subsequent feelings and conduct of 
one, whom a kingdom could not now bribe to con- 
nive at assassination, yet whom a temptation, 
incalculably less powerful, involved, a few short 
years after, in personal guilt of the same atrocious 
character. Oh ! how should the admonition of 
Be not high minded but fear,*’ and Let him 
that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fidl,” 
be impressed on our minds by the parallel be- 
tween David, a mourner at the head of his late 
, and the executioner of the .assassins of his 
rival in the kingdom — and the same DavidT^ttvail- 
ing himself of the knovfn villainy of the bloody 
son of Zeruiah,** to devote to destruction his 
most faithful servant and soldier ! 
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Let it Le a sad but wholesome warning, that 
no original disposition, however noble and engag- 
ing, no instances of generosity, however splendid, 
secure the unaided natunil man ” against the 
inroads of sin and Satan ; when he who avenged 
murder in others by condemning them to wear 
the involuntary garh of mourning, lived to ex- 
claim, in “ sackcloth and ashes,” “ Lord, deliver 
me from blood guiltiness, and hide thy face 
from my sins I” 
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Les&on. — Ifet Chronicles Chapter xi. to verse 0. 
Chapter xii. from i!3d verse. Chapter xiii. 


Mam/j. 'J lie passages, which the more tliaii 
usual inversion in the order of events recorded in 
them, will oblige us to select and re-arrange from 
the chapters before us — contain three of the most 
important incidents in the history of David; viz. 
his elevation at IJebron to be king over all Is- 
rael — his conquest and occupation ofJerusalem — 
and his transfer to tJiat place, of the ark of God, 
from Kirjath-jcfirim, ■whore you know it had 
remained since its return from the hands of the 
riiilistines. 

The first event, in order of time, as well as of 
our reading, is the resort to him of the tribes, set 
at liberty from their allegiance, by the murder of 
^hhoshetli. 

What Avas the consequence of this wicked ac- 
tion, so sincerely disapproved, and justly punish- 
ed by David ? 

Mary. All Israel gathered themselves to 
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David to Hebron — saying, Behold we are thy 
hone and thy flesh/' — and they rcnicnihercd that 
even ill Saul’s time, he had led them out/’ and 
that God had ^‘appointed him to feed his people 
Israel.” 

Mama. Yes ; in that capacity of a good shep- 
herd, with which his jirevious life had made him 
well acquainted ; whose duty was not only to 
provide sustenance, but protection for the flock 
entrusted to his care — as had been early typified 
by his slaying (in the strength of his God) the 
lion and the bear. 

By what solemn transaction was his public 
anointing — the former one in his father s house 
having been private — ^as king over Israel, pre- 
ceded ? 

Mary. He made a covenant with the eld- 
ers of Israel, before the Lord.” I suppose he 
promised to govern them w^ell, and they in re- 
turn, to serve him faithfully. 

Mama. Most probably ; and so has this co- 
venant” been generally understood. But before 
passing on to the event, narrated in the next 
verse (though evidently subsequent to all tlAs 
transactions at Hebron) let us finish these, by 
referring to the 2dd verse of our second chapter ; 
in which are specified the numbers of each tribe, 
who appeared on this memorable occasion, to 



MORNING TIIIRTKENTII. 1(57 

give ill their adhesion to the now monarch of 
“ all Israel** — or, in the more impressive language 
of scripture — to turn the kingdom of fcJaul to 
him, according to tlie word of the Lord.’* 

Of this onunicratioii — highly interesting in its 
details to the nation itself — wc need notice only 
two or three reinarkah^e particulars. First, how 
extremely inferior in point of mere numerical 
strength "'^ei*': the children of Judah chosen liy 
God, to aiford a lawgiver to Israel — to the mighty 
armies sent forth hy the tribes of Ephraim, Ileu- 
ben, Ashur, and others, adhering till lately to 
the party of Saul — clearly proving that it was of 
the Lord alone, that one of the “ least amon^ thc 
families of Israel,** should by common consent, 
be elevated to rule over the rest. Nor was it 
less remarkable that this providential arrange- 
ment should be sanctioned by the presence and 
concuirence of the very kindred of Saul ; while 
that monarch had yet a surviving grandson, in 
the person of the infant Mephibosheth. 

But, to estimate aright the power and grejitness 
Qf'Him who could dispose this vast multitude to 
unite with “one heart'* in fulfilling His design 
of making David king, we have only slightly to 
compute its numbers, amounting to upwards of 
two hundred and thirty thousand men, of different 
families and pursuits — separated by mountains, and 
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<lc*serts, and rivers — but all trained to arms, and 
disciplined by perpetual wars to a perfect know- 
ledge of their own strength. Well might David, 
in the exultation of his heart, spread before them 
a three-days’ banquet, prej^ared by the liberality 
of their brethren, in commemoration of an event, 
by Avhich their long fraternal strife was happily 
cemented, and (in the figurative language used 
by themselves at the beginning of our chapter) 
all the tribes at length united as one fold, under 
one shepherd I” Well indeed might there be 
^^joy in Israel ” at a union so long defened and 
desirable ; and which none but Almighty power 
and wisdom Avoro competent to bring about ! 

We must now revert to the first of our chap- 
ters, verse 4th, to follow up the important con- 
quest, achieved by DaA'id and the yet undispersed 
aimies of all Israel,” Avho had assembled to 
crown him at Hebron, 

Was this latter the place originally fixed in the 
eternal counsels of God, for the scat of temporal 
and spiritual e:ovcnim( iit over his people ? 

Mary. Oh ! no ; that ^vlls elerusalcm. 
wonder David Avas anxious to take it, as soon as 
he possibly could, from the heathen Jebusites ! 

Mama. And of Avhat important part of it did 
lie first obtain possession ? 

Mary. The castle of Zion,” where he after- 



MOUNT NG TIllIlTl^ENTII. 1()J> 

Avar<’s lived, so that it was called “ the city of 
Da^id/’ 11118 was a particularly holy plac(\ 
iM ama, w as it not ? 

Mam^v. David so stylos it, my dear, ia jiro- 
phetio Avoi ds, Avlicii speaking in the jxm-soii o 1‘ ihe 
Almighty. Thus have T set iny king on my holy 
hill of Zion.” But the peculiar sanctity to Avliich 
you allmie, is that which it has aerjuired, as the 
type i d symbol of the purer church ahov(‘, tlu; 
“lieavv' tiy Zion,” into Avhich ‘^nothing shall cu- 
ter that defilcth, or that worketh abomination, or 
maketh a lie though (like th(‘ literal Jerusahnn) 
its precincts here below, arc df‘seerat(‘<l by a mix- 
ture of “ aliens from the commonwealth of Isi-aol.” 

How did these proud (/anaanites defy the ar- 
mies of the Lord, and liis anointed, or (in the 
l*sa 1 niist's own cxpressiA'e Avords), di<l the hea- 
then rage, and imagine a A'ain tiling 

Mauy. They said he should not come into their 
toAAm. 

Mama. Yes; and the parallel jilace of 2d 
Samuel, adds the insulting mockery, that the very 
“blind and lame” among them, shouM suffice to 
rrpel the besiegers. By Avhose -Aalour Avas this 
idle boast signally falsified ? 

Mary. Joab, David's nephcAv. He “ AAcnt 
up first,” and AA^as made “chief” for it, and re- 
jiaired the rest of the city. But David, it says, 

Q 
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built “ round about from JMillo ;** where was 
that ? 

Mama. Tlic situation of “ Millo/’ an ar- 
moury or fortified building, subsequently erected 
by Solomon, is supposed to luivc been between 
Mount Zion, the residence of the kings, and 
IVIount Moriah, the site of the temple ; over the 
wliolc of which intervening valle^y, the town 
built by David, gradually spread. 

Ihit by whose gracious protection was he en- 
abled thus to strengthen and extend his power ? 

Mauy. “The Lord of Hosts was with him, 
and so he w^axed greater and greater.'" 

Mama. And of this Almighty protector we 
have now to find proof (in the third of our chap- 
ters) that David was not unmindful. What was 
the first step taken by him to fulfil God's ancient 
purpose, of “ putting his name" at Jerusalem ? 

Mary. lie consulted all his “ captains," and 
the congregation," whetlier they should not 
gather all th<*ir brethren everywhere, to “ bring 
again the ark of God." 

Mama. This was certainly the general pur- 
port of the consultation ; but you have omittCa 
two important and characteristic particulars; — 
see if you can pick them out, 

Mary. Oh ! yes, it was only to be done, “ if 
it be of the Lord our God." That was like Da- 
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vid, >vlio, I daresay, would “ encjuire of the Lord 
liofore Jio did it. But wliat was the other thing 
you meant ? 

Mama. TJio summoning of priests and l^e- 
vit(‘s,” to preside at, and assist in tlie sacred of- 
fice of removal ; wliich <‘ouId only hy tlieir 
ministiy be; lawfully accomplished. 

AV^as the proposition agreeable to the peoj^lc, as 
well nlcr/^hig to God? 

Mary. Yes, it was right in all their eyes.*' 
It could hardly be otherwise, jMama. 

Mama. And yet, Mary, this same ** people,” 
so ready, when rightly guided, to acquiesce 
ill the power and necessity of religion — had been 
content to remain in culpable ignorance of, and 
inditfcrencc to, their best interests, during the 
■whole irreligious reign of Saul ; at a distance from 
the symbol of God s visible presence, and desti- 
tute of the power of ascertaining Ilis will. Let 
tliis teacli us the inestimable value of those ap- 
pointed means of grace, -which bring, as it were, 
the " testimony ” of God home to every licart and 
dwelling ; from which, it is to be feared, without 
such gracious provision, the form,’' as well as 
power ” of godliness would long since have 
passed away ! 

Where had the ark of "God the Lord, that 
dwelleth between the cherubim,” remained, dur- 
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iiig tlie dark and disastrous period, now al>out io 
give place to liappier times ? 

Mary. At Kirjath-jearim/’ you know; 
where the Philistines sent it liomc in such ii 
hurry ; and David, and all Israel, went there 
to fetch it ; and it says they playetl before God, 
with all their might, and witJi singing, and 
li[ir])s, and trumpets.” 

Mama. 8o far, all w'as piety and joy. But 
hy what grievous omission in the appointed order 
oK marcli, was the solemn procession “ troubled,” 
and the general rejoicing converted into terror 
and mourning ? 

Mary. The ark was put upon a new 
cart,” and wlum the oxen “ stumbled,” and one 
of the men that drove it, put out his hand to 
hold it steady, God was angry and slew him. 
Mama ! pray make this plain, for it has often 
j)uzzlcd me. The Philistines sent home the ark 
ill a cart draivn hy ‘‘ milch-kine,” and nothing 
hapi>cned. 

Mama. To the ignorant heathens, acting to 
the best of their judgment, nothing certainly 
But have you forgotten the Bethshemites slain 
to the number of seventy, for unauthorized curios- 
ity, in looking into ” the ark, sacred as they 
ought to have known, to the priests of God alone. 
Had these, as well as the Levites, ivhose special 
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oflic( it was, to bear aloft on their shoulders, tlio 
symbol of Jehovah's presence, been employed 
(;is David s intended summons led us to ex])ect) 
in its removal — the threatened accident which oe- 
easiorc'd the appareiitl}’^ innocent officiousness of 
Uzza, ^V(;uld never have oeciirred. Do you know 
who the youth, who thus became an expia- 
tory victim for the transgression of Crod’s law, 
was ? 

M ; *. No; not a priest or J.evit(* of course, 
else he would not have been cut off/' 

Mama. lie "was one of the sons of Abina- 
dab,” whose house on the hill near Kir jath- 
jearini, had now for forty-six years been hallow- 
ed by the residence of the ark of God ; and 
brother to Eleazar (perhaps now no more) w ho 
had originally been sanctified,'* wc arc told, or set 
apart, for its peculiar care. From him, or from 
the prophet Stimuel, who only about twenty years 
before, had presided at a solemn fast, observed 
before tbe exiled Testimony of Israel’* — tbc 
rash young man, "who put forth his hand to an 
unauthorised office, might have learned deeper 
f inpressions of its awful sanctit}". 

Mary. So he might, Maina; and at all 
events David must have knowm better. I won- 
der he could he ‘^displeased** at any thing God 
did! 

Mama. There is surely nothing, my dear, in 
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tlie mention of this displeasure (Avhicli has scan- 
dalized others besides yourself) to lead us to think 
it was sinfully directed against Him Avho cannot 
err.” David, from wliat we know of liiin, was 
far more likely to he gnevonxh/ * (which 

is what the word imjdies) with hbusc1J\ as the 
indirect author of the sin, and its <jonse<juent judg- 
nn'iit. And that such were hi:, natural feelings 
of mingled awe and humiliation on the occasion, 
may, I think, be distinctly gathered from his re- 
lin<|uishmciit (as imwoithy) of his fond design of 
triumphantly bearing to his own home, a symbol 
too sacred to allow unlnallowcd contact. 1 never 
can look on this change in the purposes of David, 
by which one of the proudest objects of his life 
was temporarily frustrated, in any other light 
than that of a penitent sacrifice for not having, as 
a monarcli, enforced more strictly the known law 
of God. This will be fully corroborated (if not 
proved) by his altered conduct on its next re- 
moval. 

Wliere "was it, in the meantime, humbly de- 
posited ? 

Mary. At the house of Obed-Edom, tljg 
Gittite.*' Who was he ? 

Mama. A Levite, and as such, an authorized 
guardian of the sacred symbol. By ^vhat gracious 
token Avas the temjiorary appointment ratified ? 

Mary. The Lord “ blessed Obed-Edem,^ and 
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all that 1 h' liail,” the throe months that tlic ark 
romaiiK u with him. 

Mama. Let us leam^ my clear child, from tliis 
consol ia£T expression, that he who, in vindication 
of h Il^!^n)^r, is mi<‘hty to punish, no less 
jiiigh(\, and Jar niore willing, to bless. For the 
violah d ;-n<;tity of the law of CJod, one only, the 
transgressor himself, suiren'd ; while, to mark 
(when '.'ily reverenced) its licaliiigand henignaut 
eharacte-, blessings were showered on a whole 
privileged liousehold. If thus it ^vas with the 
two tables of stone,” containing the strict and 
unbending precepts of the Mosaic covenant — how 
much more will the blessed Gospel, r(‘ccivcd and 
cherished in the heart, shed abroad there a peace, 
a joy, and a blessedness, before which, the tem- 
poral prosj)erity of Gbed-Edom, great as it was, 
must siiik into nothing I 
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Lesson — 1st Chronicles, Chapter xv. — Psalm Ixviii. — 1st 
Chronicles, Chapter xvi. 


Mama. I think wc shall have cause to see 
and acknowledge, in the beginning of this day’s 
reading, not only the justice of the view I adopt- 
ed, of the penitential feelings of David under 
Clod’s recent chastisement, but the truth of my 
former observations on the immediate and prac- 
tical reformation by which his errors, both public 
and i)rivate, were uniformly followed. 

33y what increase of respect and considerate- 
ness (independently of the acknowledgement of 
the exclusive right of the Levites to be its bear- 
ers) do we find his second intended removal of 
the ark characterised ? 

Mary, lie prepared a place ” now, Mama, 
and “ pitched a tent ” for it. 

Mama. Highly proper, and indeed indispen- 
sable preliminaries, since — partly from remainino* 
awe and more probably from his now formed de- 
sign of building a permanent temple — ^he still 
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(;oim*jTiig it, as once intoiidfd, to liis own 

P'lI.icc. 

Having assemlded on tins second occasion, not 
only, loforc, ‘‘all Israel” — but the cliildren of 
Aaron and tla* Levifes, according to tlieirapjjoiiited 
families — vi at nions injunction does lie lay on 
them I'or tb(i future, and iu what humble terms 
does he . kuoudedge and dei»hm; the j»ast 

Mak i He hade them “ sanctify tlicinselves/* 
that they might “bring iin the ailc of the land 
God of Israel and said, it was becaust; th(‘y “had 
not done it at the first, nor sought God after the due 
order,” that he had “ made a breach upon them.” 

jMama. Hoar in mind, my dear, those solemn 
Avords, if ever, in these times of change and in- 
novation, you should hear the sanctification” of 
God's ministers, and that “due order” in their 
ministrations, the omission of which called forth 
a summary judgment, characterized as things of 
little moment. 

The Mosaic ritual, it is true, has had its use, 
and passed away ; hut grievously are they niis- 
tideen, who suppose, that witli it- has passed 
away, one jot or tittle,” of the reverence due 
to, or exacted by the Majesty of Heaven ! Nay, 
if the sacredness of the prejwatory law, which 
“ came by the ministry of angels,” was so awfully 
and uniformly vindicated, — is it to be imagined, 
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that tlic word of life/' "which, in latter times', 
•was “ spoken hy tlu^ Son of (lod/’ is to ])e rashly 
tampered witli, by unauthorized Lands — or pro])- 
j)cd, "when in supposed jeo])ardy, by unhallowed 
expedients ? 

Of the insufficiency of such to ^ivc it support, 
in the (‘y('s at least, of the pious David — we have 
a sti ikin^ acknowledgement in the 2(>th verse, to 
whicli (passing over the enumeration of the 
singers and musicians) we may now turn. What 
is til ere devoutly said of the succour and strength 
vouchsafed by God to his appointed servants ? 

Maiiy, And it came to pass, when God 
helped the Leviles that bare the ark of the cove- 
nant, that they offered seven bullocks and seven 
rams/* 

Mama. Yes; in grateful acknowledgement 
of that Almighty guidance and protection, which 
not only directed and supported their toilsome 
stops, with their precious burden, along the steep 
craggy ascent to Zion, — but preserved them dur- 
ing the progress, from any participation in, or 
repetition of the guilt of Uzza. In a similar 
spirit, Mary, does every pious minister, still as- 
cribe to tlie grace and mercy of his God, not 
only the success with which it may please that 
God to crown his labours, — but his own preser- 
vation from being cai'ried aw’ay by the errors 
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pociiliar to his calling, and his guidance in that 
“ path of life,” from which, even while pointing 
it out to others, some have theiusclves been 
fatally estranged. 

For what striking visible symbol of purity 
and sacredness, did the sacred Psalmist of Israel, 
in token of humility, '"xchango bis usual robes of 
state ; while joining, or more probably leading, 
the choi'- f Levites emplo3"ed in the praises of 
God ? 

Mary. ‘^A robe of fine linen, and ti linen 
ephod.*’ Could any but priests Avear these ? 

Mama. Not on ordinary occasions, certainly ; 
but the assumption of them in tliis instance, by 
David, so far from indicating pride or presump- 
tion, was evidently directed by a far nobler fold- 
ing, — that of testifying in how much higher 
honour, he held the character of the humblest 
servant of God, than that of the mightiest earthly 
monarch. And this humility it Avas, (indi(;ated 
by his relinquishment for the day, of his royal 
trappings) Avhicli so outraged the pridt*, and pro- 
voked the contempt of Saul's haughty daughter; 
and gave rise, from her scornful comments re- 
corded in the parallel place of the book of Sam- 
uel — to the unfounded jests of infidel blasphemers, 
on the supposed nakedness ” and shaiiitloss ex- 
posure of David AAdjile leading the choral dance, 
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in honour of tluit vory Boinp^, hy w^lioso crrc- 
inonial law oven aociclental indecorum during,' 
sacred ordinances^ ■was strictly guarded against — 
and wdio, we cannot for a moment douht, would 
have avenged any such profanation, by a judg- 
ment more terrible still, than the recent one on 
I'zza. 

And now, Mary^ studiously as I have refrain- 
ed, during oiir conversations, from availing my- 
self, otherwise than indirectly, of the WTitings of 
the many learned persons, wdiose able comments 
might, perhaps have advantageously superseded 
your mother's.desultory remarks — I think it w'ould 
be cruel to d<^j)rive you of the gi*atification I have 
myself received, from the adaptation, by a skilful 
expositor, of the 08 th Psalm, (expressly called in 
its title, “ A prayer in removing the ark,”) to 
the successive stages of its journey, to its ultimate 
rest in Zion. 

Little, perhaps, did those wdio originally sub- 
joined to many of the delightful hymns of Da- 
vid, the Ihcn w’cll-knowm occasions on which 
they were composed, — imagine the extent of ol^ 
ligation under which they ^vere laying w’oi:?liip- 
2 >ers like ours<*]vcs, of a distant age ; by tlie enhan- 
ced ]>leasure and edification, arising fron^ behold- 
ing the inter(‘sling events of the life of the w riter, 
reflected, as it w'cre, in the yet more interesting 
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Tuirroi* of tliesc pious and roniposi- 

ti »ns. 

Let us turn tlion, in iho lirst ])laco, to tlietjntli 
Psalm, and mark tlie peculiar *ida})tatu)ii of its 
vory <'oiuin(*u(.*cm(*iit., to tlio occasion for which it 
was composed, viz. the removal of the ark. j\re you 
a^var(‘ that the precise words witli wdiich it ojJcns, 
had accjuired — from cons<‘cratiori for ages to tlie 
same I lio^ved office — a peculiar sacred ness ? 

Ma.. .. iVo, Mama. What made them so 
proper and holy ? 

INIavia. Their express use by INFoscs, the in- 
spired lawgiver of God’s poo]dc, every time, w lien, 
during th(?ir protracted wanderings, the ark of 
IJis gloiy was lifted up for removal, by its ap- 
pointed bearers. And it is characteristic of tlie 
ljumility, as well as piety of David, that he should 
HOW' have adopted th(*sc words of ancient saiic- 
tit3% in preference to the loftiest flights of his ow'n 
more recent inspiration. Ilow indicative, too, 
c>f the true spirit of ndigioii, is the lead here 
given (as in the unrivalled prayer of his illus- 
trious »Scod*’) to fervent asj)irations for the ad- 
Tiincemcnt of the glory and lionour of Jeliovali’s 
kingdom and devout ackiiowledgeineuts of his 
universal and particular providence ! 

Those extending to the 7th V(*rsc, are supposed 
to have been sung during the jueliminary adjust- 
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mont of tlie ark, on tlio shoulders of the Levites ; 
while; on the comin on cement of the procession, 
followed the more exclusively national praises, 
for rescue from Egyptian bondage, and guidance 
through the wilderness, contained in the noble 
words, “ O God, when thou wentest forth before 
thy people, when thou didst march in the wilder- 
ness, the earth shook, the heavens dropped at 
the presence of God ; even Sinai itself, was 
moved at the presence of God — the God of Is- 
rael.” 

Could any expressions be selected, more suit- 
able to revive the dormant gratitude for deliver- 
ance of a too forgetful people, and deepen their 
reverence for its long neglected national symbol ? 

Mary. No, indeed. Mama ; I shall always 
care much more for this psalm, now that I know 
when David made it. 

Mama. That, my dear, you might have 
“ known” long since, from the title it bears in 
your Bible. But that its minute application to 
so grand an event, as the triumphant inaugura- 
tion of the King of kings,” by a whole awaken- 
ed people, — should lend it fresh interest in youk 
eyes, is the object of my thus, I hope inseparably, 
associating them in your memory. 

These appropriate references to the benefits 
conferred b}’ the ark, in its former ‘'journey- 
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inijs, ** are supposed to have lasted till the pro- 
cession came in view of Mount Zion, its chosen 
and future residence ; where commenced the 
equally appropriate strains^ exalting (at verse 
15 til) tliat highly favoured *'hill," above those 
hitherto most conspicuous in Israel, and rebuking 
their supposed envy at its superior distinction ; 
the word, to ^Meap,** applied to them, being said 
more correctly to express “ couching'* in malice 
or revenge, like exasperated beasts of prey. 

The su' ceeding verses, beginning, Thou hast 
ascendeu up on high, thou hast led captivity 
captive," &c. &c. are by many supposed to indi- 
cate the period of the actual ascent of the ark 
to the holy mountain and were this the only 
song of Zion," unanimously referred by the 
church, to the same joyful occasion, — the con- 
jecture would be abundantly probable. But, 
descriptive as is the whole residue of this psalm, 
in the highest degree, of the present solemnity, 
(to the very minute details of the relative posi- 
tion in the sacred procession, of the singers, 
musicians, and “ damsels with the timbrels," 
Tlnd the selection for enumeration, of four tribes, 
two of them the nearest, and two others the most 
remote from Jerusalem, by which the national 
unanimity is finely intimated) I think you will 
agree with me in regarding, as still more appli- 
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cable to the entrance of the symbol of God’s 
presence, into its appointed “rest,” that noble 
liyiiin, tlic 24th psalm. 

In tliis sublimest of human compositions, not 
only is the literal exaltation of the ark of God, 
to the “ liill of the Lord,” plainly alluded to, — 
but the spiritual c[ualifieations of those asi)iring 
to worslii]) before it, beautifully set forth. And 
then, wlieii with “ clean hands, and a pure 
lieart,” it luid been reverently borne thither — are 
the “ gates” of tlie destined sanctuary — called 
upon to receive their Lord — in a strain of hea- 
venly eloquence, which (especially when accom- 
panied then, as in our own times, with solemn 
and appropriate harmony) thrills the very soul, 
and has made many a devout worshipper ready 
to exclaim, with Jacob, while listening to tho 
angelic choir, — “ Surely this is none other but 
the house of God, this is the gate of heaven 
Mary. I always thought the beautiful ivords. 
Lift up your heads, ye everlasting doors, and 
let the King of Glory come in,” were written by 
David about Christ. 

Mama. I am the more glad you tliouglit so,‘ 
that the supposition is perfectly just, and recog- 
nised by the whole Christian church. The same 
may be said, witli even greater force, of tliat 
pai-t of the (>8th psalm, about “ leading captivity 
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captive, and rcceiviag gifts for men/’ But you 
are not now to learn, that the primary applica- 
tion of many Scripture prophecies, among others 
tliose ill tile Psalms, to events either jireseiit or 
less remote, does not in the least affect their ulti- 
mate reference to higher and more spiritual ob- 
jects. 

When David, in the warmth of parental jiar- 
tiality for his son Solomon, described his future 
reign, in colours too glowing far, for mortal do- 
mination — he *is little thought, perhaps, that he 
was unconsciously describing the King who was 
to ‘‘sit upon his throne, for ever and ever ;* — as 
that when now celebrating the ascent of the ark, 
he was furnishing a song of future triuni])li, for 
the “ ascension'* of his glorified “ Seed/* Though 
the remarkable expression, (quoted to this very 
effect, by Christ himself, from one of the psalms) 
“ The Lord said unto my Lord, sit thou on my 
right hand, until I make tliy foes thy footstool,” 
shews that David at times was favoured with 
prophetic glimpses of the real character and great- 
ness of his illustrious descendant. 

^ To Him, and to his victories, and their trium- 
phant result above, and inexpressible purchased 
blessings here below, let us habitually refer tlie 
many passages in the hymns we so much admire. 
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■which plainly transcend human might, or human 
exaltation. And let it deepen our gratitude, to 
reflect that tlie glory which David saw '^afar 
off,” and “ Ihrougli a glass darkly” — has in these 
latter times, been revealed, in its full brightness 
and benignity, to the humblest j^artakers in the 
gifts received for men” by that conqueror, who 
has only “ ascended up on high,’* to prepare for 
them a way to the Zion above. 

We have left ourselves little leisure to notice 
minutely, the festal sacrifices offered by the grati- 
tude of J )avid, when the translation of the ark 
was hajipily accomplished, — the generous liber- 
ality to the poor, by ■which they ■were accom- 
panied, — the yet more praiseworthy appointment 
of a permanent choir, to celebrate continually 
the praisc?s of God, — or even the beautiful hymn, 
(chiefly compiled from the 96th, 105th, and 
106th psalms) which David, on this jojdul day, 
delivered to the chief singer Asaph — himself a 
distinguished proficient in sacred poetry. Its ap- 
propriateness to the occasion — eloquent appeals 
to the gratitude and feelings of the people — and 
reiterated expressions of heart- felt piety an? 
praise — carry witli them tlieir own best commen- 
tary ; and must find an echo in every heart, cither 
duly instructed in the special providences towards 
Israel, to which it refers, or the more marvellous 
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S2>i ritual deliverance, of wliicli tlieir rescue was 
but a f )rctaste and a type. 

Nor was the devotion thus expressed by David, 
left Ix'liind him, (as is the case with too many) 
on quitting the immediate presence of (Jod. In 
what affecting words, is the whole account of 
this j)ul)lie connnomoration closed ? 

Mary. ‘‘ And David returned to bless liis 
house.’* 

Mama. Yes, Mary ; not only to l)less it w llh 
his present iis a wise and lenient govcinior, but 
(in the wcil known scripture in(‘aning of the 
phrase) to conclude, by presiding over the <lomes- 
tio W’orshij) of his family, the public SiTvices of 
the sanctuary ; thus leaving an examph? which 
all, wdiile they admire, may imitat(‘. Few^ are 
privileged to erect, like David, a tabernacle** 
for the recej)tion of the visible presence of God ; 
but under the humblest roof w here “ tw o or threa; 
are gathered together in his name, lie has pro- 
mised to be “ in the midst of them ;** and with 
such a promise vouchsafed, wdio w’^ould not resolve 
at once to make it his, and thus bring, lik<? tbe 
lous monarch of Israel, a blessing on his house ? 



188 


MORNING FIFTEENTH. 

Lksson — 1st Chronicles, Chapter xvii. 2d Samuel, 
Chapter 9th and 10th. 

Mama. The close of our yesterday’s reading 
furnished an exemplary proof that the fervent de- 
votion of David did not evaporate with the pub- 
lic solemnity, by which it was called forth. And 
■we liave, in the beginning of that of to-day, the 
result of those pious meditations with -i' hich it 
was still farther followed up. 

Did the grateful monarch of Israel rest satisfied 
with having provided at length, a temporary 
shelter for the long exiled ark of God ? 

Mary. No. He was ashamed of dwelling 
in an house of cedars” while it yet remained 
** under curtains.” What did that mean. Mama ? 

MAxMA. I should have sooner explained it, 
had I not imagined that you were sufficiently ac- 
quainted with the import of the word tabel 
nacle,” to l;e aware that it was merely a suijcrior 
and more i mamented species of tent ; capable, 
like those, of being taken down, and folded up 
for removal, and speedily re-crcctcd — admirably 
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adopted therefore for the migratory state of the 
ark and people of God in the ^viUh^rness — thougli 
now, ill David’s opinion, sadly iuadtMpuito and 
unsnit(*d to tlic settled condition of Lsraid, both 
ill church and state. 

To whom did he communicate tliesc pious mis- 
gi vings ? 

Mary, To Nathan tlie prophet, wdio at first 
encouraged him, — the thing seemed so right and 
n^asonahlc. 

Mama. Tes, Mary; though for wise r<‘a- 
sons, dispensed with and over-ruled by God. 
Let us remark — as honourable to the veracity of 
Natlian (the supjiosed author of the secjond book 
of Samuel wlierc tlie transaction is similarly re- 
corded) and as a fresh instance of tlie strict truth 
which pervades all tlie namitioiis of the Bible — 
the candour wdth which the proj>het relates tlie 
Almighty's revocation of tlic saiudioii he had 
rashly, and in mere human wisdom, pronounced i 
What reasons was lie pleased to assign for de- 
n^diig to David the gratification of his pious 
tvishes ? 

^Iary. That lie had “not dwelt in an 
house, since the day lie brought up Israel,” but 
gone from tent to tent, and tahernaelc to tahor- 
iiacle.” How w'as this Mania ? 1 thought Moses 
made only one. 
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Mama. Your question will alFord us an ex- 
ample of the great utility of comparing parallel 
places of Scripture, and of the invaluable refer- 
ences ill the margin of our Bibles — ^by which we 
arc directed to the original words of 2d Samuel, 
and find there, “ a tent and a tabernacle” — ^mere- 
ly signifying (as both arc identical) the pleasure 
of Jehovah to dispense hitherto, with a fixed 
earthly habitation. 

Does such appear, howxver, to have been the 
continued purpose of Him whom the " Heaven 
of Iieavens cannot contain ?” 

Mary. No ; for he says, to comfort David, 
that after his death, his son should build Him 
an house.” One cannot help wishing it had 
pleased God to let David do it, after taking him 
from the sheep cote,” and shewing him so much 
favour ! Have you any idea wdiy it was not al- 
lowed ? 

Mama. When we have only conjectures, Mary, 
to guide us, in speculating on the decrees of Om- 
nipotence — w'e cannot be too careful in hazard- 
ing them. One natural supposition, however — 
borne out by some hints of Scripture — is, tlf*it 
the perpetual wars and bloodshed, amid which 
the life of David was necessarily passed, unfitted 
him for that lengthened work of piety and peace, 
for the furtherance of which the enemies of Israel, 
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during his soil's more pacific reign, 'were mira- 
culously restrained and suhdued. But a sadder, 
and more obvious ground of unfitness, suggests 
itsedf to the heart of everyone acquainted 'with the 
deplorable sequel of David’s history; from which 
(liad the omniscient Being to whom it "was already 
j>resent, seen meet then to reveal it by the mouth 
of his prophet) the king would, in his present 
holy frame, have recoiled, exclaiming like ITa- 
zael, Is thv servant a dog that he should do this 
great thing 

Be this as it may, the promises made, in rc- 
■vs’ard of his hitherto unswerving allegiance to 
David — were such as amply to compensate for his 
disappointment; and fill his pious soul with 
overflowing gratitude. 

What magnificent things are said of the unborn 
son, destined to fulfil, in due time, his father's 
accepted intention ? 

JMary. God w’as to stahlish his throne for 
ever ” — and to he his father and he should be 
his son” — and settle him in his house and 
kingdom for ever.” 

In whose " house and kingdom,” 
Mary, (for your change of persons frqm the text, 
renders it doubtful) — David's ? or the Lord’s, who 
was then speaking ? 

Mary. Ah! I see it was God's. Surely this 
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could not mean Solomon only ; as he is dead 
long ago, and no king of his fiiinily reigns now at 
Jerusalem. 

Mama. I am gla^l you perceived tin’s, and 
the distinction between the temporal mercies 
abundantly showered on Solomon — and the eter- 
nal >Sonship, and everlasting kingdom reserved 
for him, of whom it can alone be truly said thus 
lie sitteth on the throne of David, (his father, 

according to the flesh,'’) for ever.” Into the 
gi*eatiicss of this mystery, the king, it is probable, 
was not yet permitted to penetrate. Yet how 
do his profuse, and heart-felt expressions of grati- 
tude for mere temporal benefits conferred on him- 
self and family, shame the cold reluctant ac- 
knowledgements of the Christian for richer mer- 
cies and a more enduring kingdom ! 

Wiiithcr did he instantly repair, to pour out 
these pious 4ind praisewwthy feelings ? 

Mary. It says, he went, and *^sat before 
the Lord.” Did the Jews not kneel at their de- 
votions, as we do ? 

Mama. Probably not; as w'D hear chiefly^n 
Scripture, of ]>rostration on the face, in the morfc 
solemn periods of prayer ; and the posture no^v 
assumed by the outwardly irreverent modern 
Jews, is standing. But this one here assigned 
to David is, according to the customs of the East, 
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lit tins flay — abundantly oxprossivc of luiniility ; 
and a(l()]»te(l by inferiors whenever their stay in a 
superior’s presoneo Ix^comes too lonf^ to admit of 
eoutiiRied prostration. It is in faet^a half kneel- 
ing ]>osition ; the knees being joined together, 
and the weight of the body n‘sting on the heels. 

lint what assures us that it was not in ])osturc 
alone, that David humhled himself before (lod ? 

Mary. lie says, “ AVho am J, O Lord (Jod, 
and what is mine house, that thou hast brought 
me hither tf. I’ ’ l ideed he might wfdl ask this, 
Mama, sinec (as God reminded him) he had hisni 
a poor shepherfl hoy, with no more chanc(‘ of a 
kingdom than I have. 

Mama. And when in addition to tliat ]K*rson- 
al aggrandizement — sometimes coidernxl by va- 
lour or other circumstances, on obscure individuals 
in the East — he saw Ids honours renderecl by the 
promise of God, not only hereditary hut perpet- 
ual — how (Iocs a sense of undeserved fuvour sw(*ll 
and oppress his labouring heart, and oldigc liim 
to refer to the knowledge of that heart possessed 
J)y his Almighty Benefactor — for the findings 
iiicrei to ex[»rcss which, words were denifxl ! 

And oh! Mory, wliat a beautiful ahsenec of 
selfishness is displayed in the readiness Avith 
Avhich one so highly honoured, soon turns from 
the contemplation of iudividual to that of nation- 
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al benefits^ — finding, like Moses, in the good of 
his nation,” his most congenial subject of exulta- 
tion : subordinate only, as in the mind of JVloses 
and every truly religious man, to the yet more 
paramount consideration, of the honour likely to 
accrue from all, to God I 

How is this absorbing sentiment beautifully 
expressed sit verse 24th ? 

Mary. “ That thy name may be magnified 
for ever, saying, the Lord of Hosts is the God of 
Israel, even a God to Israel/* Oh Mama i how 
good Sind right David’s thoughts seem to be, 
since we took them to pieces so. I am not at all 
surprised he is called a “ man after God’s own 
heart,” now that I know him better. 

Mama. And I shall be disappointed', if some 
measure at least, of this premature conviction, 
does not survive the knowledge (to which we arc 
sadly advancing) of his painful back&lidings. 
One inference sit least, may be drawn from your 
unsophisticated avow^al, viz. that if more intimate 
knowledge of his recorded w ords and actions has 
heightened your appreciation of the cruelly misre- 
presented king of Israel — the eye of Omnipotence 
may surely be permitted, unquestic iicd, to have 
discerned in him matter for compassion and even 
for acceptance, unrevcaled (till the day when the 
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secrets of all hearts shall be judged") to the 
niipi tying revilers of a sinner like thcnisclvos. 

l>ul what aniiahlc trait of David’s conduct 
occurs, ill the se(‘ond of our chapters, to confirm, 
if (as I suspect) it did not partly influence, your 
favourable estimate of his natural disposition? 

JVJaky. His asking, as soon as he was fairly 
settled at Jerusalem, whether there was any one 
left of SauVs house, to whom he might *• shew 
kindn iS, fin* Jonathan's sake.** Surely, Mama, 
he couLi not have known of Mephibosheth ; else 
he would have been good to him, as Jonathan's 
child, from the first ? 

Mama. Evidently not. For as we perceive, 
this feeble scion of a royal stock had hitlierto re- 
mained in a distant retreat; the same probably 
to which his faithful nurse had fled w ith him, on 
the catastrojihe of his family. 

To whom did David, as yet in ignorance of the 
existence of one so endeared to him by heredit- 
ary friendship — apply, for the purpose of shewing 
gratuitous kindness to the house of his deceased 
enemy ? 

Mary. A servant of Saul's called Ziba, and 
he first told him of Mephibosheth. How glad 
David must have been ! 

Mama. Yes, Mary, at once to fulfil a solemn 
engagement, entered into with his beloved and 
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departed friend, and to extend liis royal protec- 
tion to on(‘ so interesting and helpless. 

Mary. j\Iania! how striking, to sec Saul’s 
grandson falling on his face before David ; and 
calling hiinselfj out of humility, a dead dog,” 
just as David had done, years before, when 
speaking to Saul in the cave ! It was quite right 
of him to make Jonathan's son cat at his own 
table, to shew his respect for his father's memory. 

Mama. To you and me, Mary, this seems 
only an act of natural and almost unavoidable 
courtesy. But if we consider for a moment the 
extreme jealousy with wdiich, in eastern coun- 
tries to this da}^, individuals even remotely con- 
nected with tlie throne, are regarded by him 
ivho fills it, and the wholesale massacres (amidst 
which mutilation, loss of eyes, and imprisonment 
for life are considered acts of clemency) involv- 
ing often, like that of wicked Athaliah, “ all the 
seed royal” of those unhappy lands — we shall 
more highly estimate the generosity which placed 
daily in view of the Jewish pco])le, and on an 
apparent footing of equality with their electivr 
monarch, the last scion of the once popular 
family of Saul. 

But was the kindness of God,” as (from its 
having been ratified by an oath before Him) tliat 
shewn by David to IMcphiboshcth is beautifully 
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call**d — c’oiifined to an affectionate reception, and 
a place at the king's table? 

Oh no ! David liandsomcly gave him 
back alJ the laud that had been Saul's, and 1 
su[)p('^i‘, h^^cause he was young, and lame, and 
not able tu manage it pro^iorl y, appointed Ziba to 
do it foi him. This was really considerate, as 
well as kind. 

Mama. It WaS certainly thus intended ; 
thou^di llie basest advantage was afterwards 
takcM yibis “unjust steward,” to calumniate 
lus »ibs>ent lord, and secure the inheritance for 
himself. From what may wo gather that he was 
already too powerful for a servant, and too pro- 
bably enriched on the ruins of his late master’s 
family ? 

Mary. It says he had “ fifteen sons, and 
twenty servants.” I fear they were too many 
for i)oor cripple Mephibosheth ; but while he had 
iLe king’s favour, no one could hurt him. 

Mama. No ; and accordingly it was not till 
David w’^as involved in his own misfortunes, that 
he became the victim of Ziba's treachery, as we 
..-kail see by and bye. 

Besides weigh ter reasons for including in this 
day's reading, the next short chapter — 1 the 
more willingly do so, that it records another 
pleasing instance of David's friendly ackiiow- 
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ledgement of past kindness. Towards whom was 
it manifested ? 

Mary. The son of Naliasli, king of tlic 
Ammonites. ITow came David to have any tiling 
to do with liiin ? 

Mama. Scripture affords no precise answer 
to your question, which is the more n.'itural, as 
the Ammonites w’cre enemies to God*s p(‘oj)le, 
and Naliash, (if the same who so cruelly tlireat- 
cned the inhabitants of Jabesh-Gilcad) a relent- 
less tyrant. We perceive however, in the very 
defeat which he sustained on that occasion, at 
the hands of Saul — a likely motive to induce him 
to grant protection to David, wdiile an exiled 
fugitive ; and this w^as the ‘^kindness ** probably, 
of which h(‘ retained so creditable a recollection. 

Dut wdiat reception did his embassy of condol- 
ence experience from the young king of Ammon ? 

Mary. His people persuaded him they 'wore 
^ spies,' and they used them ridiculously ; shaving 
off half their beards, and cutting their clothes 
short. I think Mama, the people who did it, had 
more reason to be “ ashamed ” than David's men. 

Mama. You are not aware perhaps, of th 
jn-odigious importance, nay, almost sanctity of 
the beard ” in eastern countries ; among the 
Jews especially, who were strictly forbidden to 
‘^mar its corners,’' even in token of j»Tief for 
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tlit'r iioarost relations ; and who, yon see, here 
reli;.iiously iihstfiinod from taking off even the 
rcii» lining portions, l>y which they were leinjior- 
aiily disfigured. As for the extent of tli;* other 
affront, you would better estimate it, did you 
know how excessively scandal i/.ed Turks ami 
other orie ntals are, to this day, hy what they es- 
teem the shaniefulnoss ” of the Franks’ short 
clotliing. to wear wiiich theinselv<‘s would a])pear 
to tin ni the dijptli of folly and degrailation. 

M i understand now ^\hy they were so 

highiy affrontcil. But what is nu‘ant l)y the 
chihlreii of Aumion seeing that they ‘^staiik 
hefoi-e David ? 

IMama. That they had rendered themselves 
so justly odious and abhorr(‘nt to liini, as to have 
no alternative hut a hloody war ; for a cause 
(their own con>rii ucc must Inive told them^ the 
most idle and disgnicofiil. Jhit what was tlie re- 
sult of the great amuimeiit of ‘^Syrians ” and 
others whom they mustered in this unrighteous 
c^uarrel ? 

Mary. They were all defeated, and forty 
e--busaiid killed ; and the end of it was, that 
people were afraid to takf; their part an) more, 
and I )avid came out of it. greater than ever. 

Mama. We have given a glance, though a 
cursory one, to this chapter, because with it eon- 
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eludes that happy era, (to 'which, alas ! we must 
now hid adieu) during w'hich David, as is said of 
good old Zecliariah, walked in the command- 
ments and ordinances of God blameless;" and 
when, as Job says of himself, during a similar 
privileged jicriod — the candle of the Lord shined 
on his head.” Twenty years now had David 
reigned and prospered, subduing in the name and 
strength of his God, all his foreign enemies; 
uniting under his righteous sceptre ” the long 
scattered tribes of Isniel ; and (a brighter jewel 
still in his yet unstained cro\\Ti) — holding fast 
his integrity,” doing justly, loving mercy, and 
'walking humbly with his God.” We have now 
to learn, and seldom has the lesson been written 
in characters more bitter and humiliating — that 
man in his own estate, is altogether vanity,” 
that there is none righteous, no not one,” and 
that the heart (in its best natural condition) is 
“ deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked.” All these humbling representations of 
humanity, (some of them his own,) David lived 
to verify. May we have cause to apply to the 
moral and spiritual effect on others of his Sexd 
miscarriage, the text which cheered the apostle 
under the lamentable apostacy of his beloved na- 
tion, If the fall of them be the r.’ches of 
the world, how much more their fulness ?” Then, 
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may ^ye liuinWy ask, if tlio laj)sc into sin of Da- 
vid liold \ip, as it justly is, as a bc'acoii lo 
Cliristiaus of all a^cs — may not his oxcnijilary 
contrition hocomo a pattern and cncoura^ciiKMit to 
many, in the diflicult hut not im2>ractu!a])lc path, 
of “ repentance unto life V* 
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Lksbon. — 2d Samuel, Chapters xi. Psalm xxxviii. 

Mary. Mama! I quite dreaded coming to 
read to-day, after what you said (and not with- 
out reason) about David’s hccoming wicked. 
How could he go so dreadfully wrong all at once ? 

Mama. If you had followed, my dear, wi th the 
solemn attention with wliich it becomes us, ever to 
approach the darker and more painful cha})ters of 
the history of man as recorded in the Bible — the 
whole progress of this unhappy narration, you 
would liave been awtire that it was not “ at once ” 
that David proceeded to the utmost lengths of 
crime and cruelty ; but that to one, apparently 
trivial act of indulgence in sinful curiosity, might 
he traced all the successive steps of an iniquit”, 
from the consummation of which he would pro- 
bably at its earlier stages, have himself shrunk 
with horror. 

This is perhaps (to the young especially) the 
most instructive part of the sad liistory ; and a 
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practical coininent on tlic scrij)turc remark, Ile- 
hoM liow great a matter a little fire kindletli 
ami its yot more inijm^ssivc admonition, to “ resist 
the heginnings of evil/* 

To what unfortunate eireumstanee might the 
sinful ])assioii of David for the wife of another 
(whom, according to the strict customs of the oast 
regarding '.\omen, he would never otherwise have 
been penuitted to heiiold) be attributed ? 

Mai'v. IVi his seeing her bathing, while walk- 
ing on i ioof<»f his Louse. 

Mama. And can any thing be more obvious 
tlian that, by the very trifling act of self-denial 
and sticrifice to decorum, of ci*asing to take ad- 
vantage of his elevated position to invade the 
privacy of a lespectahle woman, who concluded 
hei*sclf perfectly safe from observation the wdiole 
future tide of guilt and misery would have been 
cut off, as it were, at its very source ? 

But truly may it be said of “ sin as of “ strife," 
that it is “ as w hen one Icttetli out water," — so 
rapid I3' and irresistibly doc?s its flood increase, and 
at length sw’cep all before it ! 

-'Mary. Mama! I wonder, since David W'as 
wicked enough to covet another man's wife, and 
liked her so well, that he did not take her from 
her husband and keep her altogethcT. Saul took 
his daughters from their's, and gave them to other 
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men, imd Herod married liis own l)n)llic‘r’s wife ; 
iiiid I darosa}' nobody would have hindered David 
from doin^ as lie elioso. 

Mama. 1 will ttdl you wliat hindered him. 
[Not the “fear of CJod/* for “ He'* evidently was 
not “ ill all his thouj^hts,”— but the fear of man. 
He was restrained by regard for his reputation as 
a godly person ; and a strict observer of that Di- 
vine law, whieb he shrunk from openly violating, 
even while breaking in secret one of its most aw- 
ful jirceepts. Mark this principle well at the 
outs(?t ; because in the attempt to reconcile his 
conduct as a sinner, with his established char- 
acter as a professor of holiness, lies the only solu- 
tion of the seeming fatality which imp(‘lh*d David 
to add crime to crime, from the vain hope of 
screening his own repuhition, and that of the part- 
ner of his guilt. Uriah’s may be the first record- 
ed murder, unwillingly jierptdrated for puriioses 
of concealment : but thousands have b(M*n since 
committed on the same princijile, by thosc^ who 
once shuddered, like David, at “ blood-guiltiness,” 
and at first contemplated no blacker sin than rob- 
bery. 

Had David been a tyrant, regardless of God 
and man, like Saul, or Herod, he would no doubt 
have openly possessed himself of the sacred pledge, 
left to the safe keeping of his king and country 
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l)V its iihscnt <lcf(*ii<lor. 15iit thoiigli not afraid t(» 

‘‘ do this frroat wickodiioss, and sin hcfon* (Jod 
Iio Avas aiVaid of the “ ro])roadi of nani/’ oitlior on 
lii)usL*lf or tlio poor victim of liis unlialloAvcd pas- 
sion, Na \ , more, as a zealous ii]>holder of tin* 
strictness <d‘ the la^v of Moses, ho durst ii(»t lake 
upon liiin to screen her by his power, from tlie 
dreadful s(*i:tt!nce to which it condeiiined her; 
and the ex(?cution of which, tlie InVIi sense of llio 
lionour of Hriah, l<nids us to supposti Jie Avould 
liave exacie i. SN'liat was the punishment decreed 
hy CJod on tin* convicted adultress? 

jMary. Oil ! Mama I she was to he stoned to 
de.'ith. You know the Jews in our time 

wanted to do so to a poor creuturo, and lie would 
not let them. 

Mama. Nay, i^larv; if our hh‘ssed Saviour, 
compassionate as Ik* avus, }x*t ohedient unto the 
Jaw,’' and “ fulfilling all righteousness,” no farther 
exercised his absolving poAver in the poor sinner's 
favour, than hy an appeal to the consciences of 
lior solf-conAucted accusers — ^no Avondcr the 
ear-hly king, ^^set up” by God, expressly to 
maintain and enforce his law, durst not openly 
take tlie transgr(*ssor s part. 

]lis great object thus became, to ]>rocure, if 
])OssihIe, (by any means, lioAvever disgraceful,) for 
the erring wife, the countenance of her uncon- 
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seious liusLaiid ; and had this been accomplished, 
the outward necessity for removing him by murder 
would have been obviated. 

But would the bloody purpose have been the 
less surely recorded in the book of Hijf remem- 
brance/* who hath said that “whosoever hateth 
his brother in his heart, is a murderer already ?” 
Doubtless not ; and whether the injured husband 
had been worked upon to go to his house, which, 
from the most honourable and conscientious mo- 
tives, he declined, or not — the stain of blood- 
guiltiness,** would equally, in the sight of God, 
have cleaved to the soul of David. His chastise- 
ment and i>cnitence might not, however, in th'j 
former case, have been so edifyingly displayed in 
the eyes of men ; and, therefore, no doubt his 
guilt was permitted to assume the hideous and 
visible shape of treacherous and deliberate assas- 
sination. 

Mary. Mama! It makes me sick! 1 had 
far rather David had done like Saul, and “ cast 
a javelin ** at once at good Uriah, than put him 
in front of the battle, and bid them leave him to 
be killed. 

Mama. I do not wonder, Mary, at your youth- 
ful preference of cruelty over treachery. But 
alas 1 David’s base expedient included both. Let 
us pause a moment, to mark the dreadful conse- 
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quences of persons in power being surrounded by 
instruinoiits, apt and willing to second tlicir evil 
jiurjjoses. 

ITad David, after the murder of Abner, cour- 
ageously lid liinisclf, in the strength of his God, 
of the ]iowerfiil, but blood-thirsty son of Ze- 
ruiah,” Joab would not now have been at hand, 
to comprehend and execute, with all a villain’s 
alacrit}^ the shameful commission given him by 
the king. 

I do not know that throughout the whole course 
of this humiliating history — no, not even when 
Nathan says unto David, Thou art tlie man,” 
I ever feel so strongly the fathomless depth of his 
degradation, as when his base colleague in crime 
knows that he may triumphantly screen liis own 
mismanagement of the siege, and consequent loss 
of life to God’s people, by the bare mention of 
that piece of coveted intelligence, — “ Thy servant 
Uriah, the Ilittite, is dead also !” 

Tliy servant I” oh, Mary ! what a volume of 
undesigned reproach is there in that one word ! 
The most tried and faithful of David’s warriors — 
the sympathizing soldier, who, while his brethren 
of the army were exposed to hardships, denied 
himself the permitted comforts of his own house 
and home — the pious man, who (though an alien 
bv birth from IsraeD shrunk from ease and luxu- 
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ry, while the ark of God shared the perils of tlie 
distant camp — he it was, wliom tlie same David, 
whose conscience smote liim for cutting off even 
a fragment of the robe of Saul — coolly Ix'traycd 
to the sword of the enemies of God and of Israel ! 

Never, my dear, while this transaction stands 
recorded, in all its deformity, on the x>ngc of Scrip- 
ture, he tempted to distrust, as exaggerated, its 
representations of the depravity of man. But 
when 3^ou find that, by the purifying efficacy of 
grace the most unparalleled — sins, so crimsoir* 
in their dye, could, in the sight of God, be at 
length washed white" in the blood of the yet 
unborn ‘‘ Seed " of their perpetrator — ^learn to 
wonder at and admire that “ height and dei>lh, 
and bread til and length, of the love of Godin* 
Christ," which, indeed, not only passeth," but 
will ever transcend man's knowledge. 

Mary. IVIama ! I hope since it says Bath- 
sheba " mourned for her husband," that she 
knew nothing of his having been murdered. 

Mama. Let us charitably hope so, Mary, for 
the honour and sake of ■womanhood. Indeed 
\ve are 'warranted in so doing, not only l>y tlie 
absence of any joint censure of licr, on that 
score, ill Scripture (the removal of her child being 
evid(mlly the cliastisemeiit of her previous jiar- 
ticipation in the guilt of which it was the off- 
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Spring) but the unabated respect with which she 
was rc'gnrded through life by David ; who, we 
are sure, could not so heartily have abhorred 
himself for " blood-guiltiness,** and yet cherished 
an JH‘‘ omplice in the deed he loathed. 

JJ is first step, after the expiry of lier allotted 
mourning, was to make ht'r his wife, an act of 
reparation to which she was justly entitled, and 
by Avhidi it is to be presumed lie lulled and 
quiet 1 Ids* as yet, unawakem?d conscience ; the 
stupcJ^'ciion of which, under such atrocious guilt, 
is the best proof of the natural afiinity of the un- 
renewed heart, for those evil thoughts, murders, 
and adulteries,” which our Lord himself tells us, 
find there a congenial residence. 

But was the eye of Him, who sluniberctli 
not nor sleepeth,** the less alive to the enonuity 
of David’s transgression ? 

Mary. No. It says, the thing that David 
had done displeased the Lord ;** but this seems 
little for so great a sin. 

Mama. Nothing, my dear Mary, but our 
habitual use of accumulated epithets, by which 
'ke simplicity of Scripture is sometimes made to 
appear comparatively tame— oould possibly lead 
you, or any one, to consider as a little thing,*' 
the annunciation of the displeasure of the God 
of heaven and earth. Far less, I am sure, will 
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you be disposed thus to regard it, when you find, 
that even wlien so far pardoned as to ])e favoiiro<l 
once more with the light of Ciod*s roconeiled 
countenance/* the temporal effects of ilis dis- 
pleasure” ceased oidy wdth the life of the hence- 
forward chastened Jind humiliated monarch of 
Israel. 

That you may bear on your mind, for one da}^ 
at least, in connexion with the sad history of 
David's lamentable fall, his awdid sense of the 
far more teiTiblci s]>iritual consequences of th<; 
WTath of an offendiid and alienated Ciod — >ve will 
conclude our painful reading with the 31)th Psalm ; 
perhaps the most agonizing expression of woe, 
ever wmng by merited chastisement, from a sin- 
ful human being. Read me the affecting appeal 
to the justly forfeited mercy of God, contained in 
its four opening verses. 

Mary. O I^ord, rebuke me not iiw thy 
wrath ; neither chasten me in thy hot displcasur(‘. 

“ h\)r thine arrows stick fast in me ; and tliy 
hand presseth me soi'e. 

There is no soundness in my flesh, because 
of tliinc anger : neither is there any rest in n.^ 
bones, by reason of my sin. 

For mine iniquities arc gone over my head ; 
as a heavy burden they arc too lieavy for me.” 

Mama. Can any words more feelingly de- 
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scribe th(i intolerable anguish ^vbicli a 8011*50 of 
uii{>:h(1oti<‘(1 sill (]H‘i^btcne(l as sonii' bare tboiipjbt, 
by :sc\ere Iwiilily iilllietioii, S(*iit directly from i Jotl) 
was caj»abl(‘ of inflictiii"? And, even supposing 
the biller eimjectun' to be well foiiiidctl, boAV e\i- 
d(‘ntli dt)es mental suffering ]>rep()iiderate over 
mere cor]' aeal pains, when bo says, “ 1 Lave 
r/)£ired by re.ison of (be ilisquid nexx of viif heart /’* 
And lio\\ cruelly does the “ ciij> of trembliiiL;,** 
mixed » - hi^n by the liaiid of Ood, seem to have 
been ei.ihittored by the estraiit^cment of friends, 
and the reproaches of oneniies ; when (b(‘ fonni'r 
stood aloof, regardless of his agonies, and the lat- 
ter took advantage of his “ foot slipping,” (by 
whicli lie means his late sad fall) to “ inagniiy 
themselves against him !” And, above all, how 
grievous Jiii aggravation is it of this heart-rending 
catalogue of miseries, that they should all have 
been the consequence of his own ‘‘ foolishness 
a Avord, as w(j have often remarked, used indis- 
criminately for “ wiedeedness” in Scrijiture ! 

But if the pressure of these united evils Ibrced 
David, as he feelingly expresses it, to bo bo^v'ed, 
i.^d go mourning all the day long,” their ultimate 
clfeet seems to have been that* for which they 
were graciously sent by Heaven, for he says, “ I 
will declare mine iniquity, and lie sorry for iny 
sin ; a pious frame of mind, in wliieh (though 
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somewhat anticipating the means by which it was 
brought about in our next chapter) it will be 
some consolation to us to leave one, in w'hom we 
have long taken so lively an interest. 
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Lesson. — 2d Samuel, Clmptcr xii. Psalm li. 


Mama. It was with clilTiculty, luy clear IMary, 
that I 3’osterday resisted the tein2)tatioii, to re- 
lieve the unmiiiglcd sadness of our painful read- 
ing, l)y the tender expedient devised hy the 
comjxission of God, for arousing the slumhering 
conscience of his erring servant. Not only, how'- 
cver, was it hotter for us, that w^c should retain 
on our minds the salutary weight left there, by 
even reading the records of unrepented sin, — ^but 
the touching parable itself, and its effect on the 
aw’akened sinner, would have been injured by 
being disjoined from their immediate and blessed 
Insult, — the penitential psalm, in wdiich his guilt 
w’as at length amply bewailed, -and abjured be- 
fore God. 

-As for the parable, such is its exquisite fitness 
to go home at once to the feelings of j'oung and 
old, — ^that it leaves little field for remark, not al- 
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ready anticipated by the mutcldess eloquence of 
Scripture. 

Mary. Indeed, Alania, inotlniig even you 
could say, could cx]dain or improve it. I re- 
member crying over it, when 1 was a child, and 
tliought ii a true story ; and was too young to 
understand what it meant. 

Mama. Nor will you, I am sure, feel it to 
be less touching now, when you can perceive its 
delicate bearing on the far more aggravated case 
of David. 

But did any sense of kindred guilt deter him 
from the usual readiness of man to arraign his 
erring fellow-creatures ? 

Mary. Not the least. Ilis anger was so 

greatly kindled,*' that he said the man who had 
taken his poor neighbour’s lamb, should surely 
die,” and he called God to witness, too ! 

Mama. Mary, were there not a word in the 
Bible, against judging, “ that we be not judged/* 
qnd about the “ beam in our own eye,” which we 
so gladly overlook, while alive to the slightest 
“ mote in our brother’s,” — these few words, “ Thou 
art the man !” might for ever banish pride ana 
censoriousness from an unabashed world ! For a 
mere act of unncighbourly churlishness, the king 
of Israel was ready to sign the death warrant of 
another ; wheji not even the “ blood” of Uriah 
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yet cried unto him from the ground,*' in re- 
proiu h for a dishonoured family, and basely sacrl- 
fiecul friend ! 

T^ut his a\vakii\g from such gross depths of 
self-delusion, must hav^- been the more terrible. 
]iy uiKit iiufiil denunc-aiHiiis, M'as its first shock 
followed up 1 

M \n\. "'Their Very mildness must have h( ' M - 
<nied their awfnlness?. Mama, (lod s])eak' more 
like a I • If ended father, than an anrr.-y : 

and yet the sentence is as had as pos-jible. '*<*be 

sword was never to depart from his house,** 
and evil was to rise up stgaiast him/* out of 
his own family. 

Mama. And never w^as doom either more 
strictly appropriate, or more unerringly fulHlled ; 
as all the seejud of this history will sadly con 
vince us. 

What penalty might the riglitful Lawgiver of 
heaven and earth, according to the kings own 
readily pronounced judgment, as well as the Di- 
vine decree, demanding life for life’* — have ira* 
mediately exacted ? 

*■ Mary. David’s death, I suppose. But be- 
cause he acknowledged his sin at once, God was 
pleased not only to spare his life, but to put 
his sin away.** How could this be, Mama, when 
it was punished by the loss of his child directly, 
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and by idl kinds of misfortunes for the rest of 
his days ? 

Mama. 1 am glad you liavi* asked lliis, Mary, 
because few discern sufficiently, tlic perfect com- 
patibility of sins being “blotted out,’" by faith 
and repentance, from the accusing records of 
Heaven — and yet their temporal coiisccjueiices 
coiitiiiuing to har;iss through life, the repentant 
sinners path. Tlu‘ goodness of the Almighty, in 
the seemingly j)rompt extension of the former 
kind of pardon to David, has been, even now, 
matter for much presumptuous arraigning of the 
justice of the Most High. What would it have 
been, had not temimral chastisements (in that 
age of visible Divine government especially) vin- 
dicated Jehovah's sense of the enormity of the 
two leading sins denounced in his own decalogue ? 

It has been eloquently said of another much 
abused history, (that of tlie penitent thief on the 
cross) that “ one such instance is recorded, that 
none might despair, and one o«/y, that none 
might presume.’' The same, in some respects, 
may be said of the grace of God extended to 
David. Every encouragement to repentance, dee^, 
humble, and immediate, is hold out by it to the 
“ chief of sinners.” But, lest the festering 
“ -wounds,” which even the sense of forgiveness 
could never entirely heitl, in the bruised spirit” 
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(ff Dayidj should not suffirc to deter all from 
“ going on to sin, hocause griiec hath abounded/' 
the predieted calamities of a whole remaining 
life, were expressly declared to he the reijultal 
hefore men, of that “sin,'* which (as regfirih'd 
Jlimself) tlie Almighty, in the exeicise of hisuii- 
(piestioned prerogative of mer<*y, had been pleas- 
( d to put away.” 

The grounds for this manifestation of Aviiat has 
been i-i.ied, God's darling attribute, ” in remit- 
ting the eternal punishment of the sin of David, 
ivill be better appreciated, (even by one so young, 
and little fitted to judge of the decree of Om- 
nipotence) by turning now to the 51st Psalm ; 
the faithful mirror to succeeding ages, of that 
thoroughly humbled and contrite frame of mind, 
which lay bare to the eye of Him who ‘"sectli 
the heart,” at the moment when David cried, I 
have sinned against the Lord and justified, by 
its unequalled depth of self-abasement, the un- 
paralleled answer of mercy, The J^ord liath put 
away thy sin.” 

To what well known, and often experienced 
liatures, in the character of liis God, docs the 
Psalmist betake himself, for the ^Odotting out” 
of his grievous transgressions ? 

Makv. llis ‘^kindness, and the multitude of 
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Ilis tender mercies/’ Well might he say this ; — 
God ]uid hcen so ver}^, very good to him ! 

Mama. And on tliis remembrance only docs 
he found his humble hope of forgiveness. But 
Mary, is mere pardon, even at this early stage of 
the awakenings of a guilty conscience — the bless- 
ing uppermost in the mind of David ? 

Mary. No ; lie soys, wash me thoroughly 
from mine iiijc|uii v', and cleanse me from my sin.” 

Mama. Yes ; both because sanctification is 
perceived by all true servants of God, to be an 
even nobhu- boon than jiardon — and because, until 
purified by some agency higher than his o'wn, he 
was not even fit to come as a suppliant, into the 
luesencc of Him who cannot look upon ini- 
quity.” 

Did he shew" any disposition, like Adam, and 
most of his degenerate offspring, to extenuate, or 
get rid of the enormity of his crime ? 

Mary. Oh ! no ; he acknowledged liis 
transgression” — and said his sin” >vas ever be- 
fore him.” 

Mama. And why ? What graved it, as witli 
an iron x^'cn, on his heart ? 

Mary. Because it was ‘^committed against 
God, and God only” — and done ‘^in his sight.” 

Mama. Attend to this, my dear child, as an 
exemplification of the governing principle we 
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Lave already attributed to the mind of David, 
llis injurious conduct towards man — flagrant as 
it had been — is, as it wore, swallowed up and an- 
nihilate<l, in the view of his sinfulness towards 
God. W^ould that more of this hallowdng princi- 
ple, pervaded tlic penitence (as it is styled) even 
of many Christians ; who beciiuse they are smart- 
ing under the deplorable consequences of guilt, 
cither to themselves, or others — dignify with 
the nail v ot repentance unto life, that “ sorrow 
of the W'orld" which we arc told, by Him who 
cannot lie” — worketh” nothing but death” 
— tlie spiritual death of error and delusion 1 
Mary. Mama — why does David ask to bo 
cleansed wdth hyssop ?” What is it — and how 
could it make him clean 

Mama. A deep spiritual meaning, my dear, 
lies under the explanation of this little word — 
proving that from the ** cedar of Lebanon to the 
hyssop on the wall” (as this herb is called from 
its frequent place of growth) nothing mentioned 
in the Bible is too insignificant to become matter 
for instruction. But the office of hyssop” in the 
litual of Moses, was no unimportant one. With 
a hunch of it — selected perhaps for fragrance — 
the “ w'ater of purification” was sprinkled on all 
persons, legally unclean, or more fatally defiled 
by the recent commission of sin. Water, how- 
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ever, though the appointed symbol of purity — 
could never alone have achieved the “ cleansing” 
of one sinner. It was therefore significantly mix- 
cd with the ashes of the propitiatory sacrifice, 
by which alone (as a type, wc know, of the future 
atonement of Christ) the stain of guilt could be 
removed, in the sight of Cod. 

You will now understand why being “ purged 
with lij^ssop*' — (the instrument em])loyed to con- 
vey even to unconscious Israelites, the benefit of 
a yet unborn Saviour’s blood) was held by David 
as a sure means of becoming “clean.*’ But you 
observe, he looks higher for the necessary office, 
than the mere temporal ministry of God’s priests, 
however authorized. It is the JiOrd Himself, who 
must “ sprinkle** and “ >vash” and “ cleanse” him ; 
and who alone can “ bring a clean thing out of 
an unclean’* — that work which has bafllcd, and 
in the emphatic words of trkripture, ever will 
bafife — the unassisted powers of man ! 

Indeed, so satisfied w’as David of the inelficacy 
of all human means to make him a new creature, 
that at once he intreats that Divine power might 
accomplish it, and breathes forth the prayef 
“ Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew 
a right spirit within me.’* 

None indeed, my dear, save lie who created it 
at first, can stamp 11 is renewed image on the soul. 
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by which it lias been Avilfully defaced. And pre- 
sumptuous indeed must tliat sinner be who reck- 
ons on an exertion short of Oninljiotenco, to re- 
pair the inroads of sin, or the wanton ravages of 
folly I 

But wl a. taro the two means on which David — 
and not |a*csumptuoubiy — builds his hope of ex- 
cluding from his regenerated heart, the evils he for 
ever abiures? 

M.a . ' o ^‘presence** and “ Spirit*' of God, 
I suj»}n. >0 you mean, mentioned in the next verse. 

Mama. Yes, JMary — the only safeguards by 
which continuance in holiness, can for one mo- 
ment, be insured. And if a sense of God's con- 
stant ^^prescnce’* be tlic surest preservative against 
transgression — and the assistance of his Sj)irit/’ 
the sole moans by wliich its inroads can be re- 
sisted — wcllmiglit one from whom both had boon 
so recently, and fatjilly withdrawn, imjilore the 
restoration of the forfeited blessings I 

But every verse of this most spiritual psalm 
might afford matter for a sermon, instead of a 
passing remark ; and hoping its meaning and 
'jfilue will, with advancing age and experience, 
become daily more evident to yourself, I will 
only touch on those remarkable remaining verses, 
expressive of the Bsalmist’s deep conviction of the 
godly sorrow for past sin, most accej>tablc to God, 
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£iiid the houiicleii duty of every pardoned trans- 
gressor. 

Wliat startling reniarh does he make coiu'ern- 
ing “sacrifice” — at a]>parent variance witli the 
known ordinance of (iod, and his own suhse- 
(jiient declaration that with such He will he 
“ well jilcased V* 

Makv. lie says Cod does not “ desire sacri- 
fice,” or “ d(‘liglit in burnt oflei ings this 
sounds strange. 

Mama. Yes Jllary ; from our not adverting 
to the Ilehrew idiom, l)y wdiich any tiling ///- 
feriorio another, is^lh ii as it Averc annihilated, 
and a negative substituted for a comjiarativc 
term. "What “ saerifiee ” do wc gather from tlie 
next verse, “is preferred by Cod,” even to the 
institutions of 1 1 is apj>oiiitmcnt ? 

Mary. A “ hi-okeii spirit,” Mama, a “ broken 
and contrite heart,” — these it is said. He “ will 
not despise.” 

Mama. No, IVTary ; and Avords more consol- 
atory (resounding especially as they do, fjom the 
depths of a convinced sinner s lieart) are not lo 
be found in the treasury of S( ripture ! Ihit while 
aw^are, even under the Jewish, economy, of llie 
inefficacy of tlie “ blood of bulls and of goats,” to 
“take away siii”~did David look forward to no 
period >vln‘n “ w hole burnt offerings ” of pious 
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jfratituJe might find accoptiiiicc ’with him Avhu 
had f R I aim'd them ? 

M .\u v. Oh JOS ; but 1 don’t know exactly 
'Nvhat h(i nioans by “ tJien*' at the beginning of 
tlio Lo t vo':so. 

M ' M A. ]t nK'ans when God should sam li.nj, 
with if’iowcd hh'ssing, that ‘‘ Imilding of tin* 
walls of .T ‘? usaloiii/’ in which David had Ix oii 
piou.'^ly oiigag(‘d ; till <livcrtod from it by sinful 
jmrsuii or doicrri'd by secret iinworthiiiess. 

]\I A \ . oh, now 1 understand ; this makes it 
quite plain. 

Mama. And 1 wish it may make as clear 
to j^ou, the dilForent, and su])erior nature, and 
value in the sight of God- of that spontanc;- 
oiis tribute of obedience, emanating from the 
gratitude of the redeemed and purchased Chris- 
tian — over the same sacrifice," 2 >roceeding from 
the slavish, and unfilial, and unscrij>tural prin- 
ciple of earning with it a salvation, which idl 
the united obedience of mankind, could never 
pundiase for a single individual ; and which hears 
to the ‘^frec will oficring of a heart, gratedul 
ioY accomplished redem 2 >tion — as 2 >oor and distant 
a r< semblance, as the types and shadoAvs of 
Judaism to that Sun of Itighteousness who has 
eclipsed them by the ‘G>rightness of his rising/' 

]3ut Ave must go back once more, to notice the 
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employment, to which David proposes, in grati- 
tude for forgiveness, to dedicate his future life ; 
and of which this Psalm affords an inestimable 
specimen. What is said of it at verse 13th ? 

Mary. Then will I teach transgressors thy 
way, and sinners shall he converted to thee.** 
Mama. And such, let us hope, will he its 
effect on us, and on the many thousands to 
whom David has been made (like Noah) a 
“ preacher of riglitcousness,’' by the events of his 
life, and the commentary on them, confined in 
his Psalms. 

Having now, my dear, reviewed the grounds 
which, even to our finite apprchcasion, justify 
the removal from David of the everlasting doom 
due to liis sins — we must return to survey, with 
equal submission to the will of Him who never 
‘^afflicts willingly,” ^‘nor grieves** needlessly 
the children of men” — ^the train of family afflic- 
tions by which his breach of the most sacred tics, 
was appropriately punished. Wliat w^as the 
first of these ? 

Mary. The child which Bathsheba had bom, 
was to die. Mama, nobody, not even David 
himself, could think this unjust. 

Mama. No, Mary; but many overlook 
the reason assigned for its judicial removal, 
because by the “deed” which gave it birlli, 
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David ^Miad given occasion to the enemies of (jod 
to blaspheme a consequence, alas ! not confined 
to the scoflers of his days, tliough even then, (as 
he complains in the G9thps«ilm,) the “reproaches’* 
of them that through him “ reproached God ” 
formed an aggravated feature in his distress. 

Was there any thing singular in the deportment 
of the king, under this trial, and bereavement? 

Maiiy. lie prayed fervently to God while the 
child lived, in hopes it might yet be spared, but 
when alfwas over, became composed and recon- 
ciled directly. So do many good people now, 
IMama, I think. 

Mama. True, IVFary ; and on the same con- 
soling grounds — never perhaps more beautifully 
cxj)ressed than here — of expected reunion in an- 
other and better world. But the peculiarity of 
David’s conduct which so much surprised his 
servants, consisted in his antici])ating by his own 
commands, the friendly offices usually performed 
for Jewish mourners, by others. What did we 
lately learn on this subject ? 

Mary. That it Avas customary for visitors to 
a%ouse of mourning, to bring provisions, anti con- 
strain the afflicted to take food. 

Mama. And, as it >vas customary for the 
survivors to bemoan their loss, by sitting on the 
ground for several diiys, (like Job) the “rising 
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from the earth” of David, was another departure 
from established usage ; and shewed that he fear- 
ed, by the indulgence of even permitted sorrow, 
to seem to murmur at the just decree of God. 

In acceptance probably of this pious submis- 
sion, God sent him in due time, another son, 
whose name of " Solomon,” — signifying peace- 
ful,” indicated his father's fe.ith in the pre- 
dicted peace and prosperity of his future reign. 

But to this God was pleased, by the ministry 
of the prophet Nathan, (to whose charge the 
child was from infancy consigned) to add a title 
more consolatory stiB^; that of “ Jedidiah,” which 
means beloved of the Lord.” 

Oh I Mary, what a striking proof is it that God 
seeth not as man seeth,” that of all the numer- 
ous family of David, none should have either re- 
ceived or deserved so blessed an appellation, save 
the child of his penitence and contrition ; sent, 
as it were, by a pitying God, to comfort the most 
wretched of fathers, under the approaching 
troubles and crimes of his household I 

But before entering on these, (from a detailed 
review of which I shall endeavour to spare y6u 
and myself) we must glance at, and set right, on 
eminent authorities, a too common misconception 
on the subject of the supposed barbarities com- 
mitted by David on the conquered Ammonites. 
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Mary. I am glad you can explain this ; as I 
WHS sorry David should be so cruel, and thought 
it was not at all like him. 

Mama. No, Mary; even while admitting 
that the Ammonites were themselves noted for 
barbarity — that in those less civilized times acts 
of retaliation were not only common but univer- 
sal — and that the insult David had lately received 
in the person of his ambassadors might have call- 
ed for signfil retribution — we must feel relieved 
by the idea now gcnci*ally adopted, that it was 
only by condemning his prisoners to painful and 
toilsome labours (resembling in kind those of 
the Israelites in Egypt, and connected probably 
with the vast preparations he had even then be- 
gun to make for the sacred temple) that David 
exercised his privilege as a conqueror. That he 
did not act towards them mth any unusual or in- 
defensible severity, is best proved by the decisive 
circumstance, that shortly after — in his own dis- 
tressful flight before Absalom — ^he was met by 
the brother of the very king Ilanun, whose in- 
jurious conduct he had only properly resented— 
ifith ample supplies of cattle and provisions for 
himself and people ; and every token, not of for- 
ced submission, but of real sympathy and neigh- 
bourly good will. 

Had this been always properly brought forward. 
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instead of being disingenuously suppressed — a 
world uf rcproacli ” against David, find tliroiigli 
him against tlie God he served, would have fallen 
to the ground. Let us bless Him, iny dear, that 
if scoffers and blasphemers have never ceased to 
exert their pernicious subtil ty in perverting Scrip' 
ture — ^neither hath lie at any time left Himself 
without a witness, in the many faithful men by 
whom their errors liavc been ably exi)Osed- 
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LtEsson. — i? ; Siirmicl, diopter xv. Psalms iii. and xlii. 


Mam ■. It . solclonij my dear Mary, that I 
ajiprovo ui substituting human abridgements for 
the aclminible, and generally useful, minuteness 
of Scripture. But we have lately emerged, under 
its guidance, from one dismal labyrinth of guilt 
and bloodshed ; and fearful alike of weakening, 
by familiarity with crime, the natural horror of a 
youthful mind — or of associating painful im- 
pressions wdth tlie delightful study of the Bible 
— I liave resolved to spare you and myself the 
detailed recital of the shocking treasons and mur- 
ders, by which evil” was indeed made to rise 
up against David out of his Q.wn house.” 

Tlie unfortunate separation of what ought to 
have formed one united household,” into dis- 
tiiibt families — educated, according to the custom 
of those times, under the roof of ‘their several 
mothers — gave rise to a possibility, (happily un- 
known among us) of prohibited attachments, 
among those who w'cre brothers and sisters only 

X 
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in namc^ and not in affectionate daily intercourse 
from cliildhood. From the guilty admiration of 
Amnon, the eldest son of David, for one, who 
(as if to mark the sort of estrangement of feeling 
I have noticed) is called the sister of his bro- 
ther Absalom,”— sprung a whole train of deadly 
evils ; and a punishment, of which none could 
fail to see the appropriateness — for the invasion 
by David, of the family peace and honour of 
Uriali. 

The result — ^not immediate, but brooded on 
with unbrotherly rancour, for " two full years,” 
—was the treacherous murder, under the guise 
of fraternal hospitality, of Amnon, by his in- 
censed younger brother Absiilom*; while to the 
king, the shock w’^as embittered, first, by his hav- 
ing been led to apprehend the involvement in the 
slaughter of his whole family — by tlie consent 
which had been wrung from him, for Amnon to 
be present on the occasion — ^and by that secret 
partiality for Absalom, which made the banish- 
ment which justice obliged liim to enforce, pe- 
culiarly painful to a parent’s heart. 

Of this, advantage was skilfully taken by Joab ; 
ever ready officiously to interpose, for weal or 
woe, in the affairs of his uncle. And by an in- 
Ifenious fiction, the drift of which accorded but 
too well with his own private inclination— David; 
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was unhappily persuaded to recall his favourite 
son ; after a tlirce years* refuge with liis maternal 
grandtlither, a petty neighbouring king^ at whose 
court he seems, alas ! to have learned any lessons 
save those of penitence^ filial piety, or loyalty ! 

For when David — as a proper but hard sacri- 
fice to outraged parental and regal dignity — ^for- 
bore for t^vo years from admitting him (though 
in Jerusalem) to his presence — tlie turbulence of 
Absalon* ' di.^position broke out in the method 
employed by him for compelling the interference 
of Joab in his belialf, viz. setting on lire the corn 
in his adjacent fields. 

This, and his unblushing demand to see the 
king, and insolent challenge if there be any 
iniquity in me, let him kill me** — sufficiently pre- 
pare us for the career of treason and rebellion, 
by which he fulfilled towards his unhappy parent, 
the office of God*s avenger ; and then, like a bro- 
ken vessel** — an instrument justly despised — was 
cast aside, unlamented by any, except his outraged 
but still partial father. 

Mary. Thank you. Mama, for telling me all 
titis so plainly and shortly. I am sure it could 
not be pleasant to read about it. 

Mama. That, Mary, had«,l believed it pro- 
fitable, w'ould have been a very insufficient reason 
for declining to dwell on it. But all that is ne- 
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cossary for us to know of this tissue of crimes 
and miseries, is their correspondence with the 
past denunciations of God, and their connexion 
with the future liistory of David ; and these, the 
sketch 1 have given will enable you to trace. 

Mary. Mama ! was not Absalom remarkably 
handsome ; and famous for his wonderful head 
of hair ? 

Mama. Turn back and see — to gratify your 
youthful curiosity on this point — what is said of 
him at verse 25th of the chapter preceding that 
we have just read. 

Mary. ‘‘ In all Israel, there was none to bo 
so much praised as Absalom, for his b(;auty ; 
from the sole of his foot, even to tlic cro^vn of his 
head, there was no blemish in him.” 

Mama. I wus anxious you should read this 
precise description of a bodily perfection, rendered 
utterly valueless, by the want of corresponding 
qualities of heart and mind. Indeed, the beau- 
ty” of Absalom, like the length of his boasted 
hair, may probably be reckoned one of his greatest 
misfortunes ; as on it alone could have been 
founded the injurious parental partiality, anil 
popular favour, by which he >vas emboldened to 
acts of the grossest filial impiety. 

How do we find him paving the way for these, 
in the beginning of our chapter ? 
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Mary. Absalom prepared cliariots and 
hordes, and fifty men to run before liim.*' 

Mama. So far, lie might only be affecting a 
little more state than belonged to the now eldest 
son oJ' i\ ]»owerful monarch. But by nduit pre- 
tended attention to their interests, did he insidi- 
ouslv set himself to “ steal the hearts” of his 
fathorV subjects ? 

j\rARY. ITc stood ‘^beside the gate” (that 
was ..]<ere Iriiigs sat to try causes, i\Iaina, was it 
not and said, oh ! that 1 were made judge in 
the land, that every man who had a suit or cause, 
might come to me, and I would do him justice !” 

Mama. What a cruel and unjust reflection, 
did these insinuations convey, on a king, of whom 
the '' wise woman” employed hy Joab to lay a 
fictitious case for decision before him, bad lately 
said, anang(*l of God, so is my lord the king, 
to discern good and bad ;” and who we are sure, 
from bis very eagerness (however misplaced) to 
avenge the slaughter of the ewe-lamb,” was 
never backward to do justice to the meanest of 
his people ! But of tliis, and all his other benefits, 
rticy soon shewed themselves basely forgetful. 
Nor could a nation, so prone to “ forget God” as 
tlie Israelites were, be expected to “ cleave” with 
imswerving loyalty to a mere earthly sovc'veigii. . 

Of wliat sacrilegious pr<*tciKc did Al>salom 
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avail himself, to get his father’s consent to leaAX‘ 
Jerusalem? 

Mary. A shocking one, Mama ! he pretend- 
ed to have a vow to pay to God for bringing liim 
safe home again. But it sa3^s this was after 
forty years and surely if tliat was the case, 
Absalom eould not be young wiien he died, as 1 
ahvays fancied. 

Mama. The precise teim of “ fort}r y^ears” 
lierc mentioned, has been attended with so much 
difficulty, from its exceeding by many years not 
only the age of Absalom, but even the Ihefi dura- 
tion of the reign of David, (to which some have 
supposed it to refer) that it seems much more 
natural to adoj)t the idea of those wdio think 
“forty” is merely a transcriber s error for “four,** 
the number of years really elai)sed since Absa- 
lom’s return from Geshur ; tw o of which, you 
know, had passed before his reconciliation wdth 
his now’ ill-requited parent. 

How did he shamefully abuse the too easily 
granted permission — to “ go in peace.” 

Mary. By sending men w ith trumpets through 
all Israel to proclaim himself king ; and it says^ 
the hearts of the men of Israel w ore after Ab- 
salom.” How could the ungrateful creatures 
prefer a foolish lad to David ? 

Mama. ' Just as their ancestors had pitferred 
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the sway of Saul, a yet untried youth, to the 
riglit' ous dominion over them of the King of 
kings! But you forget tliat the God, in wliose 
hands arc the hearts” of men, had i>crmitte<l 
the sii jc<v.s of tills unnatural cons])iracy, in fur- 
theiMiioe oi" his d(.*signs of eliastiscinent on David, 
against ’ whom (as we before remarked) evil 
was to i > e u]) out of his own liouse.” 

lint from what moving ineident do we b('st 
gathci die {darmiiig progress, and irresistible 
charaeier of this rebellion ? 

]VjA!iy. Oil! 3Iama, David was obliged to 
flee for his life, from Jerusalem. Surely such a 
great wanior could have staid and defended it, 
if he had chosen. It would Inivc biicu more like 
him. 

Mama. Like him, perhaps, in his days of 
former bravery, when, to the fearlessness of youth, 
was a<lded the indomitable firmness, ins]»ired by 
the protection of the Most High. But the now 
penitent and broken-spirited David, knew too 
well that the present affliction was from Him — 
to ente rtain even a thought of defence or resist- 
ipice. ^Viid it is this evident sense of ndigious 
humiliation, and submission, which lend to a flight, 
— that >vc might otheiwise think pusillanimous — 
so deep and ovcrwhcluiiiig an interest. 

This will be greatly enhanced, if we turn to 
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the 3d Psalra, penned amid the liurry and dejec- 
tion, inseparable fromliis situation — yet preserv- 
ing throughout, such a pious reliance on the ulti- 
mate fulfilment of God's promises of mercy. Read 
me the opening verses of this fugitive monarch’s 
affecting appeal. 

Mary. Lord, how arc they increased that 
trouble me ? many are they that rise up .against 
me ; many there be which say of my soul, 
' There is no help for him in God.’ ” 

Mama. Yes, Mary ; in this lay as usual, 
the chief bitterness of his affliction — that men, 
through his misconduct, and consequent adversi- 
ties, should be led to question the truth and 
faithfulness” of the Lord. But liow confidently 
does he — even from the depth of temporal abase- 
ment — still look up to the often experienced pro- 
tection of his God ? 

Mary. He says, he will not be afraid of 
ten thousands of people, who have set themselves 
against him, round about and calls on God to 
save him,” because ** salvation belongcth unto 
the Lord.” 

Mama. With this pious reflection, let qs 
console ourselves, while following the steps of 
the fallen king of Israel, and his handful of faith- 
ful servants, along that melancholy pilgrimage, 
,from, mstciid oi* towards God’s holy hill,” — so 
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pjliiifully contrasted with the triiimpluint journey 
“ Zi^Jiiwaid,’* wliieli we lately commemorated. 

Marv. Mama I who were the (^leretliites, 
and Ih lethites, and Gittites^*' that staid with Da~ 
vid ? Tin y must have been good peoide. 

INIanja. Their desertion would indeed have 
been infamous; for the two lirst mentioiieil, com- 
posed the king’s own bodyguard ; and the ^‘Git- 
tites" “VC* sujiposed cither to be Philistine prose- 
lytes, . villi “ Ittai” — their head, being called a 
stranger) or more likedy, Israelites, who, by re- 
sorting to David during his exile at Gath, bad 
become in sonu; measure, aliens. 

Put bo this as it mai", what ivas the result of 
the geiuTous strih', bi.tweeii the distressed mon- 
arch, and ^‘^Ittui,” the determined sharer of his 
evil, as well as j*r<i.sperous fortunes ? 

Maiiy. Ills answer is almost as beautiful as 
Ituth’s. ‘‘ As the Lord livetli, and as my lord 
the king liveth, surely in what place my lord 
the king shall lie, whether in death or life, there 
will thy servant be.” Mama, one could almost 
find ill one’s heart to wx*cp, like all the coun- 
try,” to see so great a king, afraid of his own 
wicked son, and obliged to flee, as he did in 
Saul's time, into the wilderness.” 

Mama. Yes ; and without either the buoy- 
ancy of spirit, or immediate countenance of God, 
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which then lightened every hardship, and made 
perils disappear. 

But how did he prove — amid the strongest 
temptation to act otherwise — his prevailing re- 
gard for the honour, and acquiescence in the 
dispensations of the Most High ? 

Mary. Tie would not let the priests bring 
the ark of God away with him. (though it would 
have been such a comfort 1) but sent it back 
again ; and says so sweetly, If I shall find fa- 
vour in the eyes of the ‘ Lord, he will bring me 
again, and shew me both it and his habitation. 
But if he say, ^ I have no delight in thee,* be- 
hold here am 1, let him do to me as seemeth 
good unto him.’* This was the true way, Mama, 
to make God pity, and restore him. 

Mama. That He did both, we shall ere long 
have proof. And that in parting^ith the sym- 
bol of God’s presence, David made a truly heroic 
sacrifice, we shall best gather from his passionate 
aspirations after spiritual privileges, contained in 
the 42d Psalm, composed on this affecting oc- 
casion. 

With this we shall close our present reading'; 
first noticing the external circumstances of hu- 
miliation, under which it was w^rung from the 
Psalmist’s desolate heart What deep, and (ex- 
cept in one awful instance) unparalleled symbols 
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of distress, marked the process of the king of 
IsGiel, along tlic “ Mount of Olives?’* 

Mary. “ lie wept as he went up, and had 
liis liead covered, and went barefoot ; and all the 
pco^jh^ with him, went up, weeping as they went/’ 
Mama. 1 o go with the head covered, and 
the feet bare, indicated in those days, excess of 
grief and humiliation ; and for a mighty monarch 
to be til ls publicly seen, bore a testimony, as 
atfecting as unequivocal, of outward resignation 
to the J )ivinc will. 

But of the inward emotions of his soul, we have 
a yet more unening index, in the psalm already 
mentioned. Under what sylvan imagery, sug- 
gested probably by tlie wild and parched nature 
of tlie country they were entering on — does I>avid 
represent his longing for the sacred rites lie had 
been so cruelly forced to abandon ? 

M A R Y. As the hart panteth after the v/ater- 

brooks, so puntctli my soul after thee, O God. 
My soul thirsteth for God, even the living God ; 
when shall I conic and appear before God ?** 
Mama. And with what painful fidelity and 
Jrninutcncss does he recall to his agonized memory, 
the forfeited pleasures of the sanctuary ? 

Mary. When I remember these things, I 
pour out my soul in me ; for I had gone with the 
miiltitude. I went with them to the house of 
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Cod, witli the voice of joy and praise; with a 
multitude that kept holy day.” 

Mama. Would, Mary, that all estrangemont 
from the house and service of God, were as involun- 
tary, and as dceidy deplored as David's ! Then, in- 
deed, might the Christian, while pining under 
suspended privileges — echo, either from the path- 
less desert, or yet more trackless deep, or from 
the solitude of some chamber of paralyzing sick- 
ness, — the Psalmist’s triumphant enfjuiry, “ Why 
art thou cast do^vn, O my soul, and wdiy art thou 
disquieted within me ? Hope thou in God, for 
I shall yet praise Him, wdio is the light of my 
countenance, and my God.” 
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I.iissoN — *?-l Samuel, Chapters xvi. and xvii. Psalm Iv, 

Ma? ^ ^Vo arc to-day, my dear Mary, to 
have ('ur feelings of sympatli}'' for the fugitive 
king of Isracil, farther calh'd forth, hy the aggrava- 
tion his distress received from the treachery of 
friends, and tlie reviling of enemies. Let us hut 
follow his iiistruetivc example, in regarding these 
(however grievous) as Avholesomc parts of the dis- 
cipline exercised over him by a just though mer- 
ciful God, — and edification will be taught to flow 
from incidents in themselves the most painful and 
revolting. 

Eor the first of these, we must turnback to the 
concluding verses of our last chapter. What 
piece of intelligence, equally bitter and unexpected, 
did David receive concerning Ahithophcl ? 

*Marv. That he was among ’the consjurators 
with Absalom. But why should this have been 
so unexpected ? 

Mama. Because he w^as the king’s chief, and 
most trusted adviser, or (as in the bitterness of 
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his licart ho clsowhcrc expresses if) his own fa- 
miliar friend/’ who thus took counsel ” against 
him. What does he, on the first shock of the in- 
formation, pray may be the result of the perfidi- 
ous counsel ? 

Mary. That God would turn it to foolish- 
ness.” 

Mama. Yes ; that lie who had often to rescue 
His servants, ‘^confounded the wisdom of the 
wdse,” would interpose in David’s behalf, (as wc 
shall find He did) by rendering useless the expe- 
rience and sagacity of Ahithophel. But are you 
aware of the secret reason which urged a man, 
grown grey in the service and favour of the father, 
to espouse the cause of his rebellious son ? 

Mary. No. It seems very strange and un- 
natural. 

Mama. Not in the least, when you know 
that he was the grandfather of llathshcba ; wdiose 
marriage with David, had, wc see, failed to obli- 
tenite from the mind of so near a relative, the 
injury inflicted on her, and the murder of her first 
husband ; ever since which, his apparent friend- 
ship for David had probably been only assumi^d. 
To this deceit and dissimulation, direct allusion is 
made in the psalm we have included in our present 
reading, where David says, “ The words of his 
mouth W'ere smoother than butter, but war was in 
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liis Leart ; liis words were softer than oil, yet 
were they drawn swords.*' 

But before proceeding to the touching latter 
portiojis of this o5th Psalm — how’ strikingly do its 
cfirli^.T verses pourtray the tumult and confusion 
attendant ou the sudden revolt, and the flight it 
rendercvi necessary- -and the depth of the panic 
from the Lord, which liad seized oven David ^ 

M r • ' 3Iy heart is sore pained within mo, 
and tlic terrors of death are fallen upon me. 
Fearfulness and trcmbhng arc come upon me, and 
horror hath overwhelmed me.’* 

INI AM A. And what toucliing aspiration does 
he breathe forth, for escape from the strife and 
violence he had seen in the city ?" 

Mary. Oli ! that I had wings like a dove ; 
for tlicn w'ould 1 fly aw’ay and be at rest.** Mama ! 
I always thought that wish of David’s beautiful, 
but never knew exactly what made him utter it. 
How I shall like to read the Psalms now, when 
every word of them will put me in mind of some 
part of this interesting story ! 

Mama. Yes, Mary ; you will henceforth read 
them, 1 hope, not only with the relish of one ac- 
quainted with their occasion and import — but 
with the thankfulness of a Christian, for their 
encouragement to faith, and example of submis- 
sion, under the heaviest trials to which humanity 
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can b(3 subjected. But what appears, from tlie 
rest of this affecting hymn, to have been the 
sharpest thorn in the present afflictive dispensa- 
tion ? 

Mary. Oh ! Aliithophers treachery. Had 
it been an " enemy,” David says, he could have 
^‘bome it but it was a man his ‘‘ equal,” his 
“guide,” Ids “ acquaintance,” 'with wdiom he 
“ took sweet counsel, and 'walked to the house of 
God in company.” 

Mama. Yes; one descending, like himself, 
into the vale of years — ^yet so far advanced before 
him on the downward pilgrimage, as to have been 
his lioiioured “ guide ” in the difficult science of 
government ; but above all, the. depositary of his 
most secret thoughts, and his fellow-worsldi)per at 
the footstool of their common Lord, — He it was 
who now cruelly (though it must be owned, not 
wholly unprovoked) availed himself of the first 
opportunity to turn against him with all the bit- 
terness of long-cherished hatred I 

Mary. Mama, this is very true, and I am not 
surprised David was angry, as w^ell as hurt. But 
I am sorry he should wdsh even such a deceitful 
friend to “ go down quick into hell.” 

Mama. I am very glad you have observed 
it ; because many pious persons, as w ell as your- 
self, are shocked at this, and similar imprecations 
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in the Book of Psalms; where, in most eases, they 
might have been more truly rendoretl, as simple 
prophetic* intimations of the fate reserved by God, 
for sueh as like Ahithophcl, betray, and revolt 
againsl their lawful mlers. 

Ju this instance, it was certainly rather a i»rc- 
dii’tion of the self-murder of a traitor, fwho, in 
his late as well as his conduct, resembled Judas,) 
than a prayer for a catastrophe, (tmte foreign to the 
si aguiarly placable disposition of David; a tem- 
per ' hich should lead us to interpret in the same 
mu. i.er, all seemingly vindictive expressions put 
into his mouth by our translation of passjiges sus- 
ceptible of a dilforent and milder meaning, 

'J'o confirm this decidedly in the case before us, 
wre have only to look forward to the end of the 
Psalm, where the sentiment objected to is express- 
ed (in a manner less liable to misrepresentation,) 
by a simple reference to the known decree of God. 

“ But thou, O God, shalt bring them down in- 
to the pit of destruction ; bloody and deceitful 
men shall not live out half their days ; but I will 
trust in tlice/' 

INI ARY. I understand this quite now. Mama, 
and shall never think David prays for harm on 
any one, again. 

Mama. We must no>v return to our liistor}% 
On whose tried fidelity and prudence did David 
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rely^ for defeating (under God) the counsel of 
Ahithophel ? 

Mary. Ilusliai the Architc/* wlio wiintod 
to go with him ; hut David would not let him, 
thinking he might he of more use in the city. 
But, ]\Tania, would he not he as had as Ahitho- 
phel, if lie pretended to he Absalom’s servant, and 
all the time was David’s. 

Mama. I am never sorry, my dear, Avhenthe 
repugnance to all falsehood, natural to unsophis- 
ticated minds, prompts you to remark on .appar- 
ent violations of integrity, — even when recorded 
of the most distinguished characters in Scri 2 )ture. 
For, in the first place, (as we have often remark- 
ed) the faulty portions of their history are as 
much written for our instruction, as the most 
praiseworthy ; though (as is the case, 1 think, 
here) they sometimes admit of a more favourable 
construction than is at first put on them. It is 
not so much for adhering to, and promoting (even 
by questionable means) the cause of his rightful 
sovereign, that Ilushai is deservedly censured — as 
for expressly “ doing evil that good might come,” 
by seeming to countenance, for a moment, the 
rebellion he in his heart abhorred. 

In so doing, he has unhappily (like his mas- 
ter) “ given occasion for the enemies of the Lord 
to blas^dicmc,” — as if the God of all truth, in i)cr- 
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luittiiig his deceit to become subservient to tin' 
j»unishni(uit ol fur blacker trcacliorv — sanctioned 
all t]]<‘ aetions of his ftilliblo instruments. ] )avi<rs 
sha.c in t]?e triinsaetioii indicated nant of his 
hahiUial irnst in God; who iiet'ded not the aid of 
liunian !>rudenco, fa^* less of human per jury, to 
^ turn tin; eouusol of .A.liithopliel into foolishness.” 

Bi. by wliat falM‘ representation was J)a\'id, 
just c* a, very appro})riateIy himself deceived i' 

Mama. “ /il»a/* 3Iejihi])oshcth*s rich stewani, 
came out to meet him with a present of provisions, 
and said, his ‘^master’s sou*’ staid behind, in 
hopes of being made king him soli’. AVas tliis a 
lie ? 

Mama. It has been generally so considen^d ; 
and David’s rashness, in at once depriving an ab- 
sent p(jrsou (the son, too, of bis friend Jonathan) 
of all he hud bestowed upon him, on the mere in- 
terested report of a servant, must have been mat- 
ter to him, of subsequent regret and remorse. 

But, to what open outrage and insult — amount- 
ing to personal violence — vais the king ex])Osed, 
at the hands of a really ungrateful survivor of, 
the family of Saul ? 

*Mary. Shimei not only came out, and “ cursed” - 
the king, and cjdlcd him a “ bloody jnan,” and a 
man of Belial,” but cast stones at him and his 
servants. 
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Mama. And on what did he ground this 
virulence of spite and hatred? Was it well 
founded ? 

Mary. No; for he said, God had returned 
on David, all the blood of the house of Saul,” — 
and lie never killed one of them. 

Mama. Turn to the 7th Psalm, verse 3d, and 
see the aifecting appeal of David to Him who 

kiiowetli all things,” on this malicious slander. 

Mary. O Lord, my God, if I have done 
this — if there he iniquity in my hands : ' 

If I have rewarded evil unto him tliat was 
at peace with me, (yea, I have delivered him that 
without cause, was mine enemy.’") 

That he had, Mama ! spared Saul’s life twice 
over, when he might have taken it. 

Mama. Yes, Mary ; but that effort of mag- 
nanimity, greatly as it has been praised and ad- 
mired — sinks in comparison with the conquest over 
justly insulted feelings, which taught David, even 
in his present harassed and exasperated frame of 
mind, to spare the venomous reptile whom ho 
could have crushed in a moment, in his path. But 
this he utterly declines ; and that on a principle 
more sublime, and honourable to his piety, than even 
hifi^ prevailing one, of committing his defence (as 
he says in the Psalm) to God, who “secth the 
upright in heart.” 
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Tliougli free from tlic precise kind of “ blood- 
gnilti'icss” jiseribed to him by the violent son of 
(jlerii ’ — his conscience told him of “blood/' for 
which tlie curses of 8himci were a just and ap- 
points.' 1 retribution. And Oh ! Mary, lot us, prone 
as all lire iiidigiuiiitly to resist even merited 
reproach — recall the meeknessand submission, un- 
der l>iviiic rebuke, ^'f David, and his memorable 
answer, — “ The Lord hath siiid unto liim, ‘Curse 
Davi(1 'die ^ lall say, wherefore hast thou done i t ? " 

M \UY. This >vas really beautiful of him. 

Mama. The excuse lie made, too, for the 
wretch, that he might well act so, when liis own 
“very sou sought his life*' — how much docs it 
prove the de])th of the absorbing grief that swal- 
lowed up every otlier in the father’s mind ! Dut 
did thiise alfecting words or this generous forbear- 
ance, disarm Shimei ? 

Marv. Not a bit. Mama ; he went on curs- 
ing, and throwing stones still. 

Mama. And not only “ stones,” but “ dust,” 
which, througliout the East, is done to this day, 
hy those who accuse a criminal, and demand jus- 
iAie against him. Bear this in mind, when you 
come to read his abject submission, and David's 
noble acceptance of it. 

What, in the mean time, was taking place at 
Jerusalem ? 
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Mary. Ilusliai., David's friend,” was pre- 
tending to join Absalom ; and thongli it served 
him right perhaps, for liis deceit — it is shocking 
to hear Absalom taunting him, with having left 
his father. 

Mama. And had the intoxication of success 
not infatuated the miserable rebel, he might have 
read, in the cautious evasive answer of Hushai — 
the unchanged nature of that allegiance, which 
you observe he only says he will yield to him, 
whom Ihc Lord** as well as the people, should 

choose.” 

But how mercifully was it ordered for David, 
that while the demoniac suggestions of Ahitho- 
phels revenge (by which the denunciations of Na- 
than were fearfully accomplished) were listened 
to as if in truth the oracle of God” — his really 
politic advice, by which the ruin of David was 
rendered, humanly speaking — inevitable — was 
treated with a contempt, which broke his own proud 
heart, and caused the destruction of Absalom ! 

What was the plan his long experience sug- 
gested ? 

Mary. To take '^twelve thousand meif’ 
that night, and come upon David while he was 
** weary and weak-handed’* — and Oh I Mama — 
well do I see that revenge was at the bottom of 
it — for the monster wished to be the man to do 
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it — and kill the king only.” But a more shock- 
ing' thing still — the saying pleased Absalom!” 
1 used to til ink he could not mean to murder liis 
father, but onl}' to force David to make him his 
heir— but 1 shall never be in the least sorry for 
him mon*. 

Mama. I hope not — nor could a thought of 
pity ever have attended one, who was in heart, a 
parricide — but for the pathetic lamentation, ex- 
tort . J by niiture from the parent whose death he 
dcsiiod. 

But how' was this unnatural “ desire'* frustrat- 
ed? 

IMary. By his listening to the advice of 
llushai. The first part of it, about David and 
his people being desperate — and fighting ^Mikc a 
bear robbed of her whelps” — seemed likely 
enough ; though if they had known he was so 
meek and subdued, they would not have been 
afraid of him. But surely. Mama, all Israel pull- 
ing any city he might be in, with ropes into a 
river” — sounded like madness, and might have 
made them see llushai was making fools of them. 

Mama. By no means, jMary ; had your experi- 
ence of ancient sieges (and 1 think you have read 
of a great number in Josephus) made you fami- 
liar with the engines used, before the invention of 
cannon, for demolishing the walls of fortified 
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places : one of the comnionest of wliich, consist- 
ed of huge hooks tlirown l)y ropes over the bat- 
tlements ; which frequently came toppling down 
with them, from the great force in pulling exert- 
ed by the besiegers. 

But, though this, and the prospect it afforded 
of involving in one common ruin, David and his 
followers, removes all absurdity from tlie expedi- 
ent of Ilushai — it was too manifestly inferior in 
energy and wisdom, to that proposed by Ahi- 
thophel, to have been adopted, even by a rash 
youth, (far less by his experienced advisers) — un- 
less the “ eyes of their understanding" had been 
judicially “ blinded" by God, Wc now see the 
temxjoral advantage of the self-denial exercised 
by David, in sending back the priests along '^^dth 
the ark — as his devoted friends, Zadok and 
Abiathar, w’ere enabled to despatch their respec- 
tive sons to give him notice of the happy respite 
afforded him by the suggestion of Ilushai ; and 
great must have been his thankfulness for the 
rescue achieved for him, by the interposition of 
the Lord. To this we find allusions in various 
Psalms, from the 41st to the 43d, all composdll 
at this time, and admirably expressive of the al- 
ternations of trouble and deliverance, by which 
his instructive jiilgrimage was chequered. 

T\’'hat traces of reviving liope and confidence 
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do WO find nt vorso 1 1th of the first of those 
psjiJrns — dooidodly idoiitifiod with tho prosont ro- 
Hof, hy tho previous montioTi in it of tlio trailor 
Aliithopliel, as his own fiiiniliar fiioml ?’* 

Majiy- “ J}y this I know that thou fiivourost 
in(‘, ])COfinsc niin»‘ enemy doth not triiimpli over 
mo,” 

MAArA. And see how distinctly, in the latter, 
lie lo'dvs forward to a return, under Divine jipiid- 
anco ■ G'kFs '' holy hill” and taheniacio ; and 
his joyful anticipation of rosumin^f his most hal- 
lowed an<l favourite v>ocup{itions ! AVIiat wore 
these, !Mary ? 

Mary. Then will I "o unto tho altar of 
God; unto God my OKoeediu^ ujam 

the harp will I praise Thee; O God, my God.’* 

Mama. And delightful it is to mark these 
beams of light and trutli,’* scuit out” (accord- 
ing to his fervent petition) from above ; to re- 
animate the drooping soul, and “ revive the spirit 
of the contrite one!” 

Wc must now turn to a less ydcasing subject, 
tlio self-destruction of the ha filed traitor — to 
w^liicli, foreseeing tlie iiievitabh? ruin of the usurp- 
er’s cause — he was goaded hy conscience, thus an- 
ticipatingthe stroke of justice ; though tlie obloquy 
wdiieli has cleaved to his memory and fate, and 
its involuntary association with that of a hlneker 



254 


MORNINGS WITH MAMA. 


traitor still — far exceeds any ignominy which 
could have been inflicted by the hand of the exe- 
cutioner. 

But amid so much of sickening domestic 
treachery, it is delightful to witness the con- 
currence of strangers — from various motives of 
gratitude and generosity — in acts of substantial 
kindness to David, and his suffering followers. 
Who was the first of these, and what were the 
reasons of his liberality ? 

Mary. Shobi,” king of the Ammonites ; 
you know he was brother to Hanun whose 
** crown of gold ” David lifted oflP,” for ill-using 
his ambassadors. 

Mama. And which he must have generously 
replaced, contrary to the custom of those days, on 
the head of the next in succession; who now' 
gratefully requited this act of royal clemency. 

What do we know about the second of these 
‘‘ friends in need 

Mary. Was he not the person who brought 
up Mephibosheth ? 

Mama. The same ; and well had David suc- 
ceeded in converting foes into friends, when SauFs 
most faithful adherent was thus foremost to tes- 
tify his loyalty and affection to the Lord’s anoint- 
ed I As for Barzillai — ^the third mentioned — all 
w e know of him is, that his generosity equalled 
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liis groat wealth ; and that, in the person of his 
son, it was David's hapjaness to he able to repay 
it. 

T 'lrit was the nature of the relief brought by 
thesi' considerate purve 3 "oi*s ? 

]VJAit\. Beds’* (these must have been a 
gre;it comfort !) and basons/' as well as food to 
put i’ them, — “ butter, and hoiuy, and clieese, 
and ' . ^p, and kine.*' No wontlcr David was 
grjiteful to them ! 

Mama. No, Mary; but liis chief tribute 
ascended, as it ever did, to Him, wliosc are not 
only the cattle on a thousand hills,” but in 
whose hand are the hearts of the children of 
men,” to dispose them to do good and com- 
municate /' and >vho (as it is beautifully express- 
ed in the 23d psalm) had now, even when figur- 
atively walking as it were, through the valley 
and shadow of death, prepared him a table in the 
presence of his enemies, and made his cup to run 
over.” 

And oliserve the cheering and pious inferences 
drarni by him from the temporal bounties of 
God : “ Surely goodness and mercy shall follow 
me all my life ; and I will dwell in the house of 
the Lord, for ever.” 
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Mama. Though our reatling to-day has cii- 
ahled us to accompany David, in a career of re- 
stored success and victory, contrasting forcibly 
with the humiliation of his previous flight — yet 
quite enough of grief and alloy has mingled with 
every stej) of liis liomcward pilgrimage, to sup- 
jjress, in our minds, as well as his — all feelings 
of pride or exultation. What portion indeed of 
such sentiments, could find place in the bosom 
of a tender father, compelled by duty to his peo- 
ple, and respect for the crown he held from God, 
to put down as an impious rebel, his own favour- 
ite and long b(jloved son ? 

How may wc trace the liiigerings of parental 
partiality, in the directions given by him (in cer- 
tain anticipation, through his God, of success) 
the three commanders of his army ; after his first 
proposal of leading it in person, had been, no 
doubt to his secret relief, over-ruled by the reviv- 
ing regard of liis subjects ? 
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IMary. lie says, “ Deal gently, for my sake, 
vvith the young man, even with Absalom and 
every body “ heard him/* so that Joab cf>iiM not 
pretend ignorance. I am not surprised, .Mama, 
tiiat sucli wicked rebels should be defeated ; but 
^vhat does it mean, that the “ wood dcvf>ured 
more people that day than the sword i'* 

Mama. AW miglit have been at a loss !(' ex- 
plain this, liad not .losejdius (himself a skilful 
.iui t fold us, that the battle was fought in an 
open plain, with a “ wood” adjoining to it, — en- 
tanglement in the maxes of which, imj>eded in- 
stead of securing the escape of thos(‘ who took 
shelter in it. 

But what w’as the peculiar, indeed unparallel- 
ed fate of Absalom ? 

Mary. He was caught up in a tree*, by the 
very thick hair he was so proud of ; and his mule 
wxnt on, and he was left hanging. 

Mama. And in this strange catastrophe might 
be seen an emblem of his whole cnterjjrizc, and 
its disastrous tennination. For had he been 
content to remain in the enviable, and no doulit, 
.^jiivicd situation, of elder and favourite son to the 
king, without aspiring prematurely and impiously 
to the throne — his life might have been honour- 
able, and his end peaceful ; just as, had no boast- 
ed exuberance of locks adorned his head — lie 
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might have escaped alive, according to his father’s 
merciful injunctions. 

How were tliese insolently, though perhaps 
wisely, violated hy Joab? 

Mary. lJ<i was very angry with a man n;lio 
had seen Absalom hanging, and had not killed him. 
But the man was quite right, for all the peo- 
ple” had heard David forbid it. 

JVIama. Yes; and to what Certain danger, 
would he by so doing, have exj)osed himself, — 
or, as he ox])resses it, have “ wrought falsehood 
against his own life V* 

Mary. Oh! I know what he means. If 
David had slain directly the Amalekite, who 
boasted <sf killing Saul — and the t>vo captains, I'or 
murdering Islibosheth — no wonder the man felt 
sure he w^ould not fail to punish, wdiocvcr should 
venture to take Absalom’s life. 

Mama. A just inference. But did it deter 
Joal) from taking on himself the executioner’s 
office ? 

Mary. No ; he w'as far too fond of killing 
every body ; and so fierce and haughty, that be 
was not afraid even of David. ^ 

Mama. As is usual in all human actions, he 
was stimulated to the deed hy a complication of 
motives, more or less commendable ; amid w hich, 
lus natural ferocity, and revenge for Absalom’s 
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founca* ill-uftiip:**, jiroljjibly prodomiiuitod. Ibit 

< muy licliovt; Ik* was not aU<»^(*t]ic*r uiiinfliK'nced 
hy tin* regard, whicli — in iiis own ovirbciiiiiig 
styl ‘ — 1 k' yet i'elt for tlic security and interest of 
J> 'vi(l’s kingdom. 

Having, thend'oro, by savagely thrusting the 
defenc less wretch tlirough with tliree darts — 
s.mctionod his juliless slaughter by the hands of‘ 
lii.^ ’rinour-lxianTs — I kj now, in (lit* buniaiie s])irit 
ol ! king's instructions — ri'called the ]>ursiii‘rs, 
and put an end to civil bloodshed. Ihit did he 
reserve to his master the pf)or (‘ousoiation of 
burying his son in his own sepulchre ? 

Makv. No ; they east him into a great pit in 
the wood, and laid a ln*ap of .**l(>nes abbve him. 
Was tliis for tear David should >\ish to removt? 
the body ? 

Ma3IA. Parti}', perhaps ; hut more likely, to 
fulfil, even after tlie transgressor was dead — the 
JMosaic duty of stoning*’ a rebellious and dis- 
obedient son. A\'as sueb a <log*s ileatli,” as it 
is somewbere called in sciiplure — contemplated 
by Absalom in the days of bis pomp and pro- 
Sfeiify 'i 

Mary. Oh ! no ; for he fiad reared to himself a 
fine ]>illar, to keep his name in remembrance ; 
and bc&ide it, 1 suppose, he meant to be burieil. 
llicre is no fear of liis being forgotten^ — Li.^ 
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Miekcilness makes him r<*nu*inl»er(Ml ; hut wliai 
became of the j>i]lar ? 

Mama. It was stan<linir, two centuries ;m<», 
in the time of (uu* of our earlier travelltu's ; tlioun^h 
half burie<l, in enTise<|Uenoe of even the 'rurkixli 
masters of Judea, tlirowin;; a stmie at ii as they 
passed, in ahliorrence of filial iin|»i«‘ty. 

Ihit>\hat ath eting ])artienlar havt' we, of the 
inexplicable yearnin«{s of a p.ircnt’s Iieart, to\\ai d'i 
one so utterly undeserving^ ^ 

Mauy. David was sitting — h*oking out an- 
xiously for news — “ between the two gates’* — 
what does that iiK'an ( 

Mama. In the ample sj^ace or porch, aflbnle<l 
by tl»c tliickness of the walls of anc'i<*nt cities — 
between their outer and inner gates. Hy whom 
were tlie drea<kd tidings brought 

Mauy. After all, by Ahiniiia/. the son r»f 
Zadok the jiriest." Hut why would Joab not let 
liim ‘‘ run” at first ? 

Mama. From a reluetanee, (which shews us 
tliere is in tlie rudest bosoms, some toucli t>f fed 
ing) that a lad he liked, should p(*rlia]»s lose tin- 
king’s favour, as the hearer of uiiweleoine ti<linj[>s. 
How do we gather that what was intended to 
save David's feelings — enhanced his disappoinl- 
moiit ? 

Mary, llecause, when lie saw Ahimaa/. line- 
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11 • and ruiiiiiiifr so fust, lie thought the iioM’s 
1. u^t 1 k‘ “ good/’ as well as the hearer. And, in- 
<h <M], Aliiniaaz durst not tell him jdainly, hut 
onl; said, lih‘ssed he (lod, who hath delivered 
u[- (Ik* men that lifted up their hand against niy 

lord Iviiig.’* 

AI ^ M \. Did David’s usually pious heart, at 
ence i clio these expressions of gratitude ? 

\iiv. Oh ! no ; he was thinking only of his 
‘ an i asked, Is the young man Absalom, 

Saf(‘ i 

.Mama. And in what cautious terms was the 
fatal truth at last insinuated by Cuslii ? 

.Mauy. “ The enemies of the king, and all 
that rise u]) against thee to do thee hurt, be as 
that young man.” But David knew too well 
what this meant, and was much moved, wept, 
and said, “ AVould to God 1 had died for thee, O 
Absalom, my son, iny son !” JMama, bad as Ab- 
salom was, 1 am very sorry for David. 

IM AM A. God forbid you should not, my dear; 
the more so, that he whose eternal loss he so 
bitterly dejdored, was not (like the innocent babe 
fiver whose cold remains be soon ceased to weep) 
gone a little before him, into Abraham’s bosom — 
but bad dt!scended, according to bis unconscious 
father's own prediction, liefore his “ days were 
half numbered,” quick into the pit,” reserved 
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for the unpodly.’* This no rlouht it Avas, tliat so 
unseasonahly prolonged the finpclcss niouniiiig (»!' 
David. Hut Avliat disliearteiiiiig effect }ia<l i( on 
tlio people ? 

Mary. They durst not enjoy their victory ; 
and stole into the city ashamed, like people A^ho 
had heen heaten. Jhit ! Jiow harsh and 

insolent Joah always is! He scolds the king, as 
if he had heen his serA’ant, instead of his master. 

Mama. I Iiojk' you do not think that a 
change in their position, Avould have excused 
Avant of feeling, cA'cn to an inferior. Hut ^\{* 
must take Into account the natural hhintness of 
Joab’s character, and the greater familiarity 
authorized by the manners of the age, and his 
OAA'nnear relationship. Harsh as it sounded, the 
adAdce aatis so substantially reasonable, that David 
acted on it, and once more sheAA*ed himself to his 
subjects. 

But did he manifest any desire to aA'ail himself 
of his Aactory, and retuni, like a triumphant con- 
queror, to Jerusalem ? 

Mary. Oh! no; he AA'as too melancholy. 
Hut the people themselves began to dispute aboift 
it; and asked Avhy “no one spoke a Avord of 
bringing back the king 

M A M A. Thus proving, far more convincingly, 
that God “ turned their liearts as one man to- 
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v.ards Ill’s now .sufliciontly liumbled *• anointed,’* 
;lian if tli(‘ idea (if resuming the throne had orig- 
inai«‘d with himself. AVlieii these expnjssions 
of loyal t\% liowever, readied him in his exile, 
li«, sh iued Jiimsdf anxious to reserve the diief 
Ir nour of his restoration to his ow'n trihe of 
Jiidali. 

llv >\liat apparently strange expedient did he 
sue(’<*(<l in gaining tliem over? 

’ ^\uv. I5y promising to make Amasa ” 
(Wii jin he calls his hone and flesh") captain of 
the host, in place of Joah. How could he think 
oftliis, when Amasa had been Absalom’s general ? 

Mama. That very circumstance it was, wliich 
made it politicy (tliough not perhaps just) to pro- 
mote the onene])he>v, at the expense of the other; 
wh ose late d isobedience and harsh reproaches David 
seems never to have forgiven. And the power, 
poss<‘Ssed and exercised over tlie men of Judah, 
by Amasa, justified the sagacity by wliich the 
step was dictated. 

AV'hat event, in which a proud and dndic- 
tive mind would have found subject of exultation, 
if«iot of severity — occurred on the king’s home- 
w’ard journey ? But first, do you recollect any 
tiling about “ Cilgal,” where all Judah came, to 
conduct the king over Jordan 9 

Mary. I hope I shall never forget it, Alania; 
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]>ccaiiso you foM mo the twelve stories ” tlie 
Israelites put u]) there, iti the bed of ihc river 
where Iheii went over dry, were a staiuliii" me- 
morial of th(' truth ofCiod, and the Hil)le. 

Mama. Tliev are, ]\farv ; and had no other 
fruit oeeurred from ourreadin^^s toj^ether, I >houhl 
have blessed God that his truth liad been thus 
praven ‘‘ as on a rock in your nuunory, by evtui 
an imperfect ap]dication of tlie means devised by 
Inmsidf. While tlu‘ stones of “ (TiJgal ” stood, 
all Krael echo(‘d their hourly testimony to the 
miraculous passage into Canaan. And when, by 
the lapse of ages, and the swellings of Jordan,'* 
that perishable memorial was sw(*pt away— the 
signilieant iiann* of llethahara,*' and the unani- 
mous tradition of a whole luition, r(*placed them 
with a monument more indelihh* still. I am glad 
my dear, you recollected this. Associate with 
the rein era bran ce tlie unswi^rving conviction, 
that every tnitli of tlie llihle (though resting on 
less of visible <hunonstrution than the stones of 
" Gilgal/*) is inspired by the same Spirit, and 
carries the same authority. 

We must return to Shiniei. How di4l ll.'s 
cowardly railcr abjectly seek to aiomt for his 
unmanly attack 'i 

Mary. Jly coming first of all the house of 
J4»heph ” to meet the king, and begging liini to 
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wlijit Iio lia<l done perversely.” I won- 
fier lie did not rather keep cjiiiet^ and hide him- 
S(dl‘; it was too hold to expe<;t forfjiveness. 

Mama. So thought Ahishai the brother of 
Jo'd), and longed to lx* permitted to indulge his 
tliirst for blood. Ihit Daidd, while seeing 
through, and despising the hollowness of 
Shiniei’s submission — both felt and expressed 
tliat the dean'st privilege of his restored sove- 
re« '‘»ty, was the power to extend pardon, and 
eonier life. 

What h'ss pleasing office awaited him, in aton- 
ing for his own former rashness? 

Mary. It seemed poor ^lephibosheth, so far 
from wishing to be made king, had been doing 
nothing but mourning (that was the meaning was 
it not, of his going so neglected ?) from the day 
the king went away, till he came back ; so that 
Ziha had told a lie. I wonder David did not 
punish him. 

Mama. Thai his own rash gift of Mephi- 
boshetlfs whole estate, rendered more difficult, 
as well as the services Ziha liad unquestiona- 
bly rendered to him in his recent distress. 
Things were therefore merely restored to their 
forim'r footing ; and the king's disapprobation of 
Ziha sufficiently marked, by his returning to ad- 
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minister fi)r another, tlie lands he had surreptiti- 
ously obtained for himself. 

But Avas tlic recovery of these u]»permost in 
the mind of the son of Jonathan ? 

Maky. No, no; he said Ziha inip^lit ‘‘take 
all,*’ so ^lad Avas he to see David “ come apain to 
his house in peace.’* And 1 am ^lad too that 
Jonathan's son AA*as like his good father. 

Mama. By Avhoni Avas a kindred s]jirit of 
disinterestedness manifested V 

Maiiy. By old Harzillai, avIio laid maintain- 
ed the king all the time he Avas at Mahanaim ; 
and yet, aaIicu he asked him to come and live 
Avith him at Jerusalem, said lie Avas loo old to 
enjoy a court, and sent his soii insbml. 

Mama. And never let us forget, Mary, the 
grounds of this refusjd, (besides those of mere 
generosity and inditVercnce to rcAvanl) viz: tlie 
unsuitableness to adAmiced age, of tin; vain and 
idle pleasures of youth ; the n‘linquishment of 
Avhich by the “hoary head,” proved that to Bar- 
zillai at least, it liad become a “ croAvn of wisdom.” 

c must hasten over less jjleasing matter — the 
unholy strife betAveen Judah and Israel, about tlfS 
credit of restoring the king; and the opportunity 
it afl'orded fur a fresh chastisement of David, in 
the shape of tlic revolt of “ »Sheba.’* >Vho Avas he ? 
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!\Jarv. a “ and a man of Be- 

lial/' J tliink, Mania^all the bad people we read 
of just now, were Bonjaniites. 

]\Iama. J<^or a natural reason, in a history of 

prct»*ndors and rebels, viz that they were of the 

family and kindred of Saul. 

But how were the otlierwise easy measures for 
juiTling this one down, distracted by the feuds of 
the rival commanders ? 

M A r\\ ^\masa, the new one, did not come as 
soon as he ought, and David bade Abishai go after 
Slioba ; and Joab must have gone too, (though Da- 
vid did not tell him) — for, when Amasa met them, 
he pretended tobe glad to-scc him, and stabbed him, 
trhiie kissing him, with his sword. What a hor- 
rid jealous monster he w'as, to do so to both Abner 
and Araasa ! 

M A .'VI A. Boar this in mind when you hear Da- 
vid Ivlaincd for solemnly recommending to Solo- 
mon, to take advantage of more settled times for 
])ringing this reckless murderer to justice. 

But how did Joab, in the meantime, attain his 
end, of being once more ^‘over all the host?** 

Mary. A wise woman betrayed Sheba to 
Joab, and cut off his head '; and I suppose, David 
<lid not like or dare to make him answer for his 
murders, just when he had done this for him. 

Mam. A. Precisely, Mary. Worldly policy 
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may, fur a wliilt* tk*Jay the vengeiinc<' deereed hy 
the Almighty; but in the end, it will “ find the 
trans^rcsjsor out.” and fulfil the everlasting sen- 
tence ]»ronounced against the first murderer on 
record, Whoso slieddeth man’s blood, liy man 
shall his blood be shed/* 
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.^Iary. ]\rama, I am glad we have read the 
first of these cliaptcrs, because there is something 
in it 1 want ox})lained, an<l I daresay you can do 
it for me. You know, David swore to Jonathan, 
that he would Ix^ kind to his children after him, 
and so he was to IMephiboshetli ; but Saul, too, 
made liim swear by the Lord,” that ho would 
not “ cut off his seed, or destroy his name out of 
liis father's house.” I wonder, when this was the 
case, at David's delivering seven men of his 
sons’* to b(‘ hanged up,*’ before the very Lord 
to whom he had sworn, not to kill them. 

!Mama. I have always begged you, my dear, 
“Mien your increased attention to what y^ti read, 
suggests a]>parcnt difficulties, to mention them at 
once — as there arc few in Scripture which deeper 
nttention still, does not enable us wholly or par- 
tially' to remove. In the latter degree, at least, I 
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tliink your objoctioii (no uiinatunil oiu*) to Du- 
vicl’s conduct, lias boon obviated. But, that you 
may comprehend this, we must investigate the 
painful transaction from tlie beginning. 

How came any idea of judicial severity against 
the family of his late enemy, to b(‘ entertained at 
all by David — whose generous forbearance to- 
wards them had been, till now, most praiseworthy 
and complete i 

31 All V. There was a three years’ •’‘famine in 
the land,” 3Iama; and when David “en(|uired of 
the Lord” about it, Ciod answered, that it was 
for ‘‘Saul and his bhiody house, because he slew 
the (iibeonites.” AVho were tliey 

Mama. 1 really must refer y<»u to our for- 
mer reading i’or an answ*er to that <[uestion ; as I 
am sure tlie history of the subterfugiJ, by which a 
tribe of ( ’anminites (amid the full tale of exter- 
mination carried on against tliem by l>ivine eoin- 
inaiid) gained nut only their lives, but partial ad- 
mission into tlie “ commonwealth of Israel’' — was 
not a thing t<» be forgotten, 

M A UY. No, certainly ; I renu'inber it all now ; 
and that to punish their deceit, in pretending tv 
be “ strangers from a far country, ' and not Ca- 
iiaanites, — they were only allow ed to be “ hewers 
of wood,” and “ drawxTs of water,” to the Israel - 
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Mama. True*. But, by what pledge were 
their fbrf<.‘it(^d lives (under these abject and hu- 
miliating conditions) saved to them? 

INIahy. You told mo, Mama, Joshua and the 
princ4‘s of Israel took a rash oath, that they should 
live, without enquiring of God" about it. 

M A M A. Which oath — even while disapproving 
of i^s ti‘nor — the God to whom perjury is hate- 
ful, was jdcased solemnly to confirm. Now', 

I I! , by whom the juomise of mercy to the 
Gitieonites had been (under certain conditions 
reqiiisit(‘ for tiie vindication of his honour) rati- 
fi(‘d — s(,‘ 0 , without indignation, its violation (from 
pretended zeal, for the children of Israel and 
Judali) bv Saul ? 

Mauy. I daresay not. But why did Saul 
break it by slaying them, and when ? 

INI AM A. As no special mention occurs of the 
massacre, they are generally thought to have been 
involved in that reckless slaughter of God’s priests 
( whose attendants, youknow, they were in the more 
servile otfic(‘S of the sanctuary,) which took place 
in cons(?<|u<*nce of the treachery of Doeg, the 
4^d( unite during w'hich W'c are told, that Saul 
“ smote in Nob, the city of the priests, both men, 
and wonnm, and children, and sucklings, and ox- 
en, and asses, and sheep, with the edge of tin* 
sword." 
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M A RY. I see now wiiy God was so anpr y about 
the Giboonites. But 'when David inquired what 
he could do for tliosc who remained, to make up 
for it — 1 think they shewed themselves deceitful 
still ; for they first said he should “ not fur them 
kill any man in Isra<‘l and tlien asked for seven 
of Saul’s sons that they inipfht hang them. 

Mama. Our translation, Maiy, does certainly 
la}’ them open to the imputation of having added 
insincerity, to a thirst for retribution, pardonable 
in an uncivilized and only half-converted people. 
But the margin of our Bible (that frequent solver 
of verbal difficulties) gives us as the more accu- 
rate sense, that it did not ‘^pertain,” or bcloug*' 
to them to “ kill,” or condemn any man in 
Israel;” for which reason, they came to demand 
justice from the king. 

Let us;now see how far — in granting w’hat the 
existing law of life for life ” rendered an equi- 
table demand, — David forfeited his engagements 
either to Saul or Jonathan. Those to the latter 
y’i.u have yourself admitted he strictly kept ; and 
the idea some people have been wicked enough 
to throw’ out, that tlic demand was a device su^ 
gested by David, as a pretext f<jr destroying (from 
political motives) the race of his late foe — is utter- 
ly rebutted by the simple fact, that Mephibosheth, 
K^auVs only rightful heir, had already a son called 
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“ JMifali,** grown vp; through whom he ultimate- 
]y became (as we find by the Chronicles) the fa- 
ther of no less than one hundred and fifty record- 
ed descendants ! Jiut while these, or any of them, 
might have proved formidable competitors for the 
throne — none of the seven (selected by David, 
as if his sjiecial object had been to preserx^e^ in- 
stead of annihilating the direct line of Saul) could 
interfere with his promise, to “keep up his name 
in 1 j fa*b(‘rs house." The two born of an 
“ handmaid,” were by that circumstance set aside. 
Tsor could the five sous of Saul’s daughter, “call- 
ed after,” and “ keeping up the name ” of their 
alien father — come in am/ respect under that “oath 
of the Lord,” which, we arc expressly told, had 
induced David, at the greatest personal risk to 
span; Mephibosheth. 

1 have dwelt longer on tliis than usual ; but as 
you yourself seemed to sec doubts in the passage, 
1 was not sorry to take the opportunity of shew- 
ing you how capable they were of simple expla- 
nation. 

Dut by wliat amiable traits in unison witli his 
wanted generosity, did David prove that justice, 
not (‘iimity, was at the bottom of this act of retri- 
bution ? 

Mary. He buried the bones of those that 
were hanged by the (iibcouites ; and was at the 



MOKNINC.^ WITH MAMA. 


iJ74 

pains to gft bark iSaul anil Jtmat ban's bones from 
the people of Jabrsli-itilrad. that they nii^ht all 
]»e buri(*d tojrrthrr in the srpiilrijn* of Kisli, Saul's 
fatluT. This uas v<‘rv ri<xht and handsome in 
David : but ^^hat tirst niadt‘ him think of it. I dare- 
say, was tin* ln*havi»»ur of the pi»or niollirr whom 
I have so often felt for— sittinjj wati liino lior dead 
sons, and koejiinp the birds off tbrm by day, and 
the wild beasts offtlieni byni;:ht ! \\'hydid sin* 
do this, ** fi I the rain dropped on th(*ni from 
heareii 

yi AM A. Ib raiise not till this '^‘ueious token 
of (oxl’s removal of the drJfti jjht wliicli had oc- 
casioned the famine— were tin* victims of llis 
disph*a.sure p<*rinittcd to be consi»rned to tlie 
sepulchre of that fatln*r, whose sins" were tliiis, 
in tin* “ third <;ein*raiioii, ’ remarkably “ visited.” 
Thvu, and not till then, is it Siihl, liod was en- 
treated for the land." 

Ilut what narrow' escape di»l David sliortly 
after make, in an expe<iition against the Pliilis- 
tiiies ? 

Mahv. One of the sons of the giant." (I 
suppose it means Ooliatli,) “ tliouglit to lm»e 
slain David, for lie hail waxed faint but Abi- 
sbai, the son of Z(*rijia}i, sueeoiired him. 1 think 
Ahisliai was the best of them. Mama ; we never 
liear of bis <ioiiig any thing so bud us Joal>. 
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.Mama. No: tlioufrli his natural fcTOcity be- 
hnyc 'l itsflf more than onn* ; in his anxioty to 
“si’iih* Sjiul,” whon asIcM p in liis tent, and liis 
r;»nTii(’'S to siloiK'O, by tin* sword, the roviliiigs 
cd Shli.M i. Ihit In n; In* <ndy acted the part of a 
faithful and j^^allaiit s(‘rvant. 

]) • you recoP<*c-t any other instance (heshics 
his vulunteerin": to aecoiupany David into iSaul’s 
c.'ii .1 ir 'vhii li his hnivery and devotion to his 
ehiv., were romantically displayed ? It occurred 
ill a chapter where a press of more important mat- 
ter, put jt out of our power to notieo the touch- 
ing epi.sod<‘, — honourable alike to all juirties. 

Turn to the 11th chapter of 1st (Chronicles, at 
tlie 17 th vers<‘, and see what is there recorded as 
havinjjj haj)peTn*d, during a former contest Avitli 
the Dhilistiiies ; while they yet possessed the 
fortress of Dethlehem, and David "was in his old 
refuge, the < ave at Adullam ? 

Mary. “David longed, and said, Oh that 
one woiihl give me to drink of the water of the 
well of Dethlehem, that is by the gate !*’ Mama, 
Avhat eould juit this w ish in his head ? 

Ma.ma. I thought 1 had made you aware of 
the value of w ater generally, in a “ thirsty land** 
like Judea ; hut that of the “well of Bethlehem”— 
where most likely he had often as a hoy, W'atercd 
his floek — w*as endeared to David by many a 
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youUiful Was this iiK^onshlomfi^ly 

expressi'd “ loiipn^ ’* ^rjitifiod 

Mary. Oh! yva, Jlis thno rapt.iiiis hrokt' 
through th»' host of thr l*hi!istiii»*s, and ilrow 
water, and brought it to him. Hut lu* said, (h>d 
forliid he should drink it. as they had hrmight it 
at the jeopardy of their liv<*s — and he “ pouretl it 
out unto I would not have lost this story 

for the world ! It makes one like David hetfer 
than ever, an<l shews how mueh ln‘ was htdoved. 

Mama. Vf*s, and how worthy he \>as ot’siieh 
afTeetionate devoti<^ ! Hut you ha%*«* nr»t tohl me 
who was the ** ehief of the thl^e*' w ho thus risked 
their lives to give a momentary pleasure to tjitdr 
leader ? 

Mary. Ohi Ahishai ! 1 shall always think 
Ixdter of him too. 

Mama. Ami feel indebted, I hojK*, to the sjuTcd 
writers, f<»r prtvierviiig to us such minute traits of 
indiviilual character, as eituhle us doiihly to sym* 
pathi/.e in the fate uf the jKjrsoiis of whom they 
are related. 

Hut we must return to our second chapter, cn 
tirely consisting of a hymn of pniise ; jKirtly con^ 
po.s<><i long U'fore, on occasion of David's repeated 
deliverances from Saul — but now revised, smd 
applied to his more recent victory, ami rcstoni- 
tion. 
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Witli >vliat solonin rccogrulion of the Divine 
protr- . tioii does it open t 

M \i(V. “ I will luvetliec, D Lord my strength. 

The l.onl is iny roek. niid iny fc>rtrfss, an«l my 
(leli>errr ; iny (lod, iiiy strength, in whom I will 
trust ; my buekler, the horn of iny salvation, and 
mv hi'rh tower.” 

r . *‘i‘t y uinlerstanil all the eoinparisons used 

in this verse, !M a nia, except that about the hom 
of wilvation and yet it strikes me you have 
spoken of it before. 

Ma m a. It has occurred l>efore in our reading, 
as it fn*<|iiently doos'lk Scripture ; where exalt- 
ing,” or “ lifting up” the ** hom” is s^monymous 
with granting victory, or promotion. It was de- 
rived, I told you, from a head-dress (confined to 
occasions of parade and triumph) composed of 
gold, and much resembling a hom in shape. 

iVIary. Oh ! I remember you said somebody 
bad seen it still worn in Abyssinia. 

Mama. Yes, Bruce the traveller; who had 
the pleasure of first practically illustrating this 
Scripture expression. 

<JIut let us mark, as wo glance over them, the 
singular appropriateness of those used in this 
beautiful hymn, to the recent perils, ami escapes 
of the Psalmist ; of the “ Hoods of ungodly men,” 
to the rebel host by w*hom he was lately “ made 
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afraid” — of tho “ sorrows of ludl/' to liis lat«* 
bitter agony and roiiiorse — and of the “ snares of 
death/’ to tlie subtle and traitorous comis<‘Is, 
wliich the mercy of tlie (»od unto wliorn, in Ins 
distress ho cried/' could alone have frustrated ! 

The lofty and ininiitahle description of tlie 
glory and majesty of J(‘hovah, whieli is next in- 
troduced — speaks for itself ; and is incapable of 
being lieightened by any forc(‘ of uninspin‘d 
comment. It lias been admired as the triumph 
of poetr}’, by those, liliiid alas ! to the magnitude 
of the tinths it conveys. 

But no sooner docs gratitude for personal dt*- 
liverance again resume the plaee of general tri- 
butcstothe Majesty on High” — than we perceivt* 
the special jiropriety of the images, and their 
relation to their writer s individual circumstances. 
Well miglit he sa}' he had been drawn ” by a 
hand from above “ out of many waters,” and 
'^delivered from his strong enemy” (Abstilom,) 
and “ from them wliieli hated him,” (Ahithophel) 
and from tliose who took advantage of his ** day 
of calamily,”*(even Sliimei) but threatened b}" all 
of whom, the Lord alone was Iiis stay.” 

Passing over a whole accumulation of highly 
poetical imagery, signific-ativo of the aid and pro- 
tection, on various occasions, of bis God — wo must 
hasten to notice, towards the close, a prediction, 
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'which vrc shall in our next rcadintr, sec literally 
fulfilled. 

AA'hat docs D.avid Siiy 'ivill he the immediate 
conscquciice. of tlie Lord's recent deliverance of 
him from civil war and rebellion — siguihcantly 
exjaossed, by the strivings of the people?" 

Mary. “Thou hast made rac the head of 
tlie heathen : a people whom I have not known 
shall serve me." 

soon as they hoar of me they shall obey me, 
the aigcrs shall submit themselves unto me." 

Mama. Bear this in mind (even while rc- 
inenibering itshigher and more remote application 
to tin* 31essiah's kingdom) %vhen we come to read 
of the alliance, sought with David by the power- 
ful king of l yre, and the ample tribute paid by 
him, of the valuable produce of his country, for 
the T<‘mplc of the yet “unknown God" of Israel. 

The resolution of David that such He should no 
longer remain if it were in his power to ex- 
tend the knowledge of llis might and goodness, 
“ Therefore will I give thanks to thee, O Lord, 
a?nonL*‘ the heathen, and sing praises unto thy 
mine," — is worthy of the piety and benevolence of 
him by whom it was uttered ; .and may serve as 
an example to Christians, who, in addition to 
that knowledge of the one true God, which it 
w as the ardent wish of David to disseminate — 
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have it in their power to confer on nations sit- 
ting in darkness/’ the yet more inestimable gift, 
of subjection to tlic ‘‘ Saviour ** to whom David 
here unconsciously alludes, and an interest in 
that Seed/’ in whom alone it can truly be said, 
that Gtjji sheweth mercy, /or evermore T 
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Li.ssov. — 1st (Jl. rollick's, ( ’hapten xxi. and xxii. 


M/ HY. I am (juite anxious, Mama, to have 
tlie ti.Tj^aeia wo have just read, explained to me. 
1 know David’s numbering the people 7nust have 
been a groat sin, since the devil provoked him to 
do it, and (iod ])unishcd it so awfully; but the 
reason that made it wicked, is not so plain as 
usual — though 1 am sure you will make it so 
presently. 

Mama. I am glad you think so, iny dear, — 
such confidence cannot but b(j grateful to a mo- 
ther's lieart ; tliough I scarcely ever feel more 
deejdy the extent of my own ignorance, tb.aii 
when attemjiting to enlighten the yet greater 
darkness of anotlier. But haj»pily for us both, the 
loftiest human intellect, guided and enlightened 
by aid from above — has been . for centuries em- 
ployed on the elucidation of JSeripturc ; and diffi- 
culties whieli ]>erplexed the juous of past ages, 
arc long since removed from the path of the more 
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favoure'tl child of our own day. 1’hc nvsult <d* 
their labours >vill ciiahh* me. I witli tin* 

hlessiiijx of Clod, to conviiie<‘ you. that tin* worso 
than useless cnuineratioii <if his suhjecls by David, 
(uhieh even tlie unsenijmlous Joah remonstrated 
against sinful) u'as n(»t only so in (Jod*s siglit, 
as the offspring of ])ride ; hut involved the viola- 
tion, on the part of both king and people, of a 
direct Divine command. 

Mary. Mania, oven 1 could see it was dom; 
out of jiridc ; and that I know is liateful to (lod. 

M.ama, lJut what disposition, if pos>ihIe yet 
more offensive to Dim (in llis character of “ Lord 
ofiJosts,’*) did it manifest; in <Iireet oppr»sition 
to the jiister s<‘ntimcnt.s expn^ssed, (Ix'forc en- 
countering, with a singh* comj)anir)n, a whole 
JMiilistine garrison,) by liis friend Jojiathan '{ Do 
you remember tliem ^ 

Mary. Yc.s ; you made me remark them, 
lie sai<l it was all the same to Clod, “ to sav(* by 
many, or by few.” 

Ma.ma. And so David thought and felt, 
when pursuing with four hundred men, the 
countle.ss liost of Amalekite spc)ilf*rs ! Ihit wlieiv 
is tlie ]j liman lieart, whieh the se veriest trials can 
entirely dive.st of unbelief; or in whieh a brief 
sunshine of restored j»rosj»<‘rity does not fostm-, 
and ehcri'jh. the* congenial grouth oi* prided 
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AVIh'U ho, who witli “iivr smooth stones from the 
hro< k,’* liixl ilofinl, in tho strength of liis 
tlio {mtuiscmI riiilistino — lived to put (in dofiaiiee 
of his own pious j^rocept) his trust in elniriots 
and h<*rs.‘s” and liis “ safety" in thtMiumher of an 
liosl’’ — siirely all conlid(‘n(*e in the stahility of un- 
assisted human virtue, must be felt to he more 
Tain, and ^n•oundle^s still ! 

liut to iin]>r(‘ss this salutary conviction more 
strou;'’y on our minds, we must minutely follow 
up iiu/ ]»aiiil‘ul iiKjuiry. In what mild and per- 
suasive terms (wliolly at variimce with his usual 
harshness) did Joah ph‘ad with his uncle against 
the measure ? 

Mary. He said, ^‘Novv the Lord thy God 
add unto tlic peo]»le (liow* many soever they he) 
an hundred fold, and that the eyes of the king 
may Si'e it ; hut why doth my lord, the king, de- 
light in this thing ‘s” lie does not say, however, 
tr/ir/ lie and the “ captains of the host were so 
much against it ; else perhaps David might have 
been persua<led. 

Mama. He does not indeed give his reason 
JlMTe, Mary, but (observe tlio use, as 1 liavc often 
remiirked,of parallel passages)-r-inthe correspond - 
ing part of the book of Samuel, he adds, “ why 
will the king ffc a cause of' irespass fa Israel 
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important >Yortls, as we shall find, proving; tliat 
Joiib at least w as fully aware in what the “ trans- 
gression,’* so 8 ‘v<‘r(-ly jmnished, lay ; and that it 
W'as not for light reasons that the king’s word ” 
(as we read in Siiiuuel) wjis ahoniinalde iiiilo 
Joah.” 

Tlic ground of these strong expressions, fully 
justified hy the subsequent indignation of the 
Lord — I will now explain to you. 

In that book of ‘'(rod’s law," .Mary, whieli 
David (in his holier hours) indited the wlnde 
119tli jisiilni, as well as many others, to “ exalt 
and magnify,” — in which he says, it was his “ de- 
light to meditate day and niglit,” — which In* pro- 
fesses to take “ for a lamp to his feet, and a light 
to his path,” — wdiieh lie declares lie liad “ hid in 
his heart, that he might not sin against (rod 
the testimonies of which he had taken for his 
“ counsellors,” and every precept of trfiich, con- 
cerning all tlihigA he esltemvd to be so right f that 
“rivers of tears ran down Jiis eyes,*’ hi‘eause of 
tlieir infraction hy otliers ; In this book, of whieli 
none ill Judea, from the prince to the peasant, 
could ]>lead other than wilful ignorance — was ixy 
corded this express command. 

“ Wlicn thoutiikest the sum of the children of 
Israel after their number, then shall they give ev<‘ry 
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man a ransom for his soul unto the Lord, that 
there be no plague amongst them when thou num^ 
herest them. 

“ Thus sluill they give, every one half a shekel, 
after 1 he sliekel of the sanctuary, one half shekel 
shall he tlu’ offering -of the Lord. 

“ The rich sluill not give more, and the poor 
shall not give less ; when they give an oftering 
unto th<‘ Ijord, to make atonement for your souls. 

/ d thou shalt take the atonement money 
of the children of Israef, and shalt appoint it for 
the serviei* of the tahcniacle of the congregation ; 
that it may bo a memorial unto the children of 
Israel before the Lord, to make an atonement for 
your souls.” 

Marv. Alania I T am quite astonished that 
any oik* should wonder now at David's being 
punislied, and the jieojde too, if the atonement 
money was neither asked nor paid. Surely every 
one does not know that this solemn command was 
in the llible ! 

Mama. No, Mary ; scoffers do not choose to 
know it, because it defeats their blasphemous 
pnr])ose ; the iiT<*ligious know or care for none 
of these things and alas ! many slothful Chris- 
tians prefer remaining in uncomfortable doubts 
respecting the wisdom and justice of Cod’s deal- 
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ingts with men, to “marching tlio Scriptun tl;iiU . 
to see whether tlieso things he so.** i.ot us hi* ss 
(lod that tlie search lias been iiuule, and tiu* 
key found ; and tiiough it might railicr sur- 
prise us that the “ways which are not as oui 
ivajs/' ami the tlimights raised as high above 
our thoughts” as the “ heaven is higlier than 
the eartli,” sliould he eapahlo of aoeomnioda- 
tion to our finite understandings — let us gnitc- 
fully accept tiic edification resulting from a eon- 
dcscension, as unexpected, as it is undeserved. 

To return to our now too inti lligihle history of 
sin and chastist‘inent. Do we find in it tlic 
slightest intimation, of the recognition, on the 
part of king or people, of tlie Divine recjuircinent 
of a ransom — one so eongriiial, we might liave 
thought, to the usually pious and grateful feelings 
of David i 

Mary. Xot a word. I suppose tliey either 
forgot or were too proud to pay it. 

Mama. And in either case — the latter 1 
fear was the more criminal .and likely one — iverc 
justly involved in one national punislmieiit. 

Dut after nine months (neivrly the same periotl 
as on Iiis former transgression) of unuccfuintahlc 
impenitence — wliat effect liad the prodigious, 
though yet incompletely taken numerical strength 
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of Ms t)n tho heart of its monarch ? 

W; its «;ratiijeil, as he expected, hy tho 

r«‘^ull ? 

MAH^. Oil! no; “ liis heart smote him,"' 
and iio “ said unto the Lord, I have sinned 
gn atly . ;oid now I hescccli thee, O Lord, take 
away the iniijuity of thy servant, for I have done 
very f -olishly/' 

IVIam v. And such, remember, Mary, is the 
usn, " md melancholy result of those darling 
siiii , of which an apostle might well ask, “ What 
fruit liad y(‘ /hniy in those things, Avhereof ye are 
now ashamed 

Who Avas sent this time, in the room of good 
Nathan, to <*onfirin the convictions of the repent- 
ant king? 

Maka'. prophet Gad, David's seer.” 

Mama ; since he had a prophet, to inquire of, he 
might have knoAvn long since, that the thing was 
sinful. 

Mama. Nay, Mary; by how many among 
ourselves, Avho have, like Davdd, “ Moses and 
the [>roplu‘ts” — do both remain unconsulted and 
•uiitliouglit of! And never forget on what high 
authority, their condition is represented as, in 
tnoxi caseXy defying miracle itself. 

I hit to David a minicle of “ mercy” was, "in 



'**•»»>; I *Ni,> HITfl M\M\. 


31^1 

%he muUs nui-mf'iit. * c\i. n,loa. What 

It f 

II#* «4i* all*»\n,,I to rho<»*ii‘ l.js ,,xui 
f««flii4)itnrsit . **1**1 M!*.‘tli.r hi u*.uhi Imv,* 
ifcff-if' I months ,h fV.it h, fnrr 

bit r»f mt*K — tbfio' »h»* sni*i(i f.f tiu* 

th* Ill fhr».M;;h all 

llw* Ifc?.s«!. N o n r I ).i \ 1*1 .IN •• in 

A Jftval %4f**a«/ >!,uf4.i . I a? I Uiiiik hi- was i|iuti‘ 

r%b< l/» rath«r f** Uil into th*- hami of' 

mh. I* l;*i rriful — lh:ili into tin* li.iinl of' 

ftP f i fti, 

M4W4 t^an yim no othrr 1 * 111 *^ 011 . 

i»bi4*b ttu»4^ it *' ri^ht ' for I>iiii»I in humility t<» 

wamk^ clionr of the ” |»la^tii *’ raihiT (hutt any of 

th< <3MlbrT 4»%|»<*H'^atton‘» ' 

<Hi! I km*%%* wb*t you imau. V 
jutt what tJoil hail ihri utt‘m*<l 
•^4Atll4 I**' ajtiong lb<' |»*-opU‘/ it thoy nf;^h*<*U’il 
to fuAt tbf' fAS^Aom tor tliur 

mIma. »mJ no - alom im-iit ’* roultl 

W tm^U* h\ thn niouaivh for him- 

ivrif Al»«l bit JM'OJ'U', mor*’ Ii<w|ilahkr of lii t’OlilillfT, 

t«UttiMAiii4' ;ir*|uir»i viK'o in tht* ptrriso <*haj»^ 
fitrfiAW-ist itiruiTfOil by ihoir joint 

titti. in «lntl Affotritii^r UHIIa <Io<*« bi* iuvoko on 
|.iK«rtr, **tlic gr«H«r siiiwr-imlwil the sol. 
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r.l’flif iiJitioiuil dolin(|ucDcy — the cliief bur- 
den .1’ tin* merited ]>(‘iialty ? 

d \ ny. Oil ! Mama, it is Y<‘ry iiffcetiiig, and, 
!'(■ !>a\id : i!<‘ sa ys, “ Is it not I that command- 
d lie } ro|)lc In be numbered: oven 1 it is that 
In.v! ■'.;:iv‘d, and done evil inilced ; but these 
hev ^ . what liave they done ? 

Ay, iMary; liow di do rent wore now 
0 noiis, and how dihorent hud been 

t!u^ conduct of this faithless “shepherd of the 
dock/’ while betrayi:ig into sin and peril, the 
“many thousands of Israer* — from those which 
swelh'd liis hreast, and aidniated his youthful 
eourage, nhcii reselling “from the paw of the 
lion and the Is ar,*’ his father’s “ few shee]> in the 
wihlcrnebs!” 

J lo^v many of his helpless people paid the forfeit 
of their lives to the violated law of God ? 

AIahv. “S<‘Vonty thousand,” Mama. No 
Wiiiuhr David and the elders of Israel Avere 
“elo(hc<l in saekeloth,” or, that t]icy“fell on 
th<*ir faci'-^, " Avhtni they suav the “angel of tlie 
J.onI ^'amling between eartli and lieaven, liaAung 
a*' <ir;iwn sw<»rd in his baud, stretelu'd out oA'er 
flcrusalem.’ 

AIaaia. Th(‘iv is a “sword,” Alary, AvhieliAviM 
ofie day he “girded on the thigh’' of David’s far 
higher than angidic descendant — the thought of 
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whoso siruko (whioh no pouitoiioo m ill (In n hr 
ahio to disarm) tlu> Yi^iI>lo roj^rrsontatiini 
tlol<*^al(‘d \vratli oi' hoavcai, sln)iil(l assist U', («» 
romomluT, ami a^or^ I 

liy wliat moans nas i]»r liaml »)f iho ilosinon 
»ow “ stayod > ” 

INIary. JU' I >avid's prayer, I sii]>p<»>o, .Mama : 
and Ciod's im n y. 

Mama. AVas iiotldiig more pn'ji('ri!)<*(I, in the 
way of atonoinont ( No rocogni(inii oi' tin* ‘^roat 
truth, that “ without sIu-ddiiijLr of hlood" tliori’ 
was then, now, no “ remission” of . 'jins i 

Oh! yos. I'he an^rl eomiuandtul 
CJad to tell David to >et uj» an altar to th»‘ 
I-#ord,” in the very thrasliingdloor where thethino 
liaj»]»ened. 

Mama. And did David, tliou^li kinjr of Is- 
rael, immediately take po.ss<*ssion (»f the proj»er(y 
of tin* affri^lit('d Jelmsite who, wiili his sons, 
had hid themselves from the presence of the 
aii^rel i 

Makv. No, no. Thou|;]j tills stranger (win » 
seems to have hoeu a ;(ood man) w;is willing to 
^ive not only the “ tlorn*,” hut the oxen, aipl 
thrashing iiistruineiits besides, for milhiii*.^, to the 
kiii<^^ — J>a\i<l would not “ take that which was 
another's,” even for Dod — nor * ufler hurut-offer- 
oe-s witiiout cost." 
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\ j \. Or ns, if y(‘t more explicitly — and 
It! Mory, and rdi/j/hi^h/ exja-essed, in 

S;m!Mel — iH'itlier v/ill 1 ofFer Imrut-ofFeriTi^s to 
mv (m (1, oF tliat which doth cost mt* iiothim; 

I hose do anioii" ourselves^ who mrikc a virtue 
.1 ah^t. lining: from sins, and sacrificing plcasureis, 
to whii-h, from natural tcmiHT, they fc<‘I litth' 
h.*m]*tation. 

At what price, on tlie contrary, far heyoiul 
tl. • j value — did David purchase the hal- 

l( wed ground and its appendages ? 

AIary. Six hundred slickels of gold by 
weight/’ What a price for a poor man’s thrash- 
ing floor ! 

AIama Not too groat surely, ]\Iary, for the 
future site of the proud tcmide of Jerusalem, and 
the scein‘ of a national deliverance, from one of 
tli(' greatest, and most deserved of national judg- 
ments ! 

AVheiJ was the Lord at last entreated for the 
people, and tlic sword of the still visible angel, 
restort'd to its scabbard ? 

Marv. Xot till David had "offered both 
burnt otlerliigsand peace offerings,” on the "altar” 
(lod had ordered him to " set up and till God 
liad answered liiui from heaven by " fire.” 

M AM A. Nor did the sword of tlic avenger re- 
main thus long unsheathed, siivc to impress on 
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fiiturr np;os tin* imleliblc lesson — tliat till llir 
{^rcat sacrifioo, by >v]iicli alone atononieni is ni.nbs 
and peace purchased, is apjdit'd to our ^uilt ut 
the waij 2)re,scr 'ijed htf God — the dec-rcc of eternal 
death gone out against every sinning child ol’ 
Atlani, remains in umnitigated severity — ready 
to fall (though for a time restrained by him Avho 

wilhdh not that any should perish' ’) on the 
heads of all, who neglect so great salvation.” 

Mary. Thank you for making this all so 
plain. 1 5 ut why was David afraid” to worship 
at Cibcoii, because of the sword of the angel of 
the Lord ?” One would have thought tlie place 
where he liad actually been seen — more awful. 

Mama. And so it was, Mary : and for tka( 
reason, did David confine his future worship to 
tiiespot — so miraculously rendered “ holy ground” 
— and evidently selected by the Ixird as the site 
of his future sanctuary. 

]hit let us hail with pleasuri^ (after so much to 
distress and appal) Ihc quickening ( fleet of afflic- 
tion, on the zeid and piety of David. Do you re- 
member what he himself remarks on this suhject? 

Before I was afflicted, I went astray, but now 
have I kept thy word.” 

In what commendable preparations did his rc- 
viv(id devotion nifinifest itself? 

Mary. Gathering workmen and materials 
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lor ‘ ' house oi’ ChivV — h<3Ciiiis{* .Solomuu liis 
sou ^v^ls '* young and tender” — and the house 
‘ ok: t ]>e orf.imc and glory thro ugliont idl couu- 
Iru *’. * 

Mama. And so, ind/‘od, by tlic blessing oi* 
■Mod. it Nnjvotl I Ilut wiiat corrol) oration do you 
jind. in tlie li.^t oi' in.ihnials iirovided, — of our 
y< hK'L'day's renuirk as to David's influence -jvrr 
forc'ign countries ? 

Zidoiiians and they of Tyre 
S/i'ougJit mucli cedar- wood to David. W’^as this 
very scarce, Mama ? 

Mama. Cedars were then, as since, chiefly 
to be found on Mount Lebanon, wliich has de- 
rived from these tnjes much of its celebrity, as 
tliey, in return, have borrowed from it their name. 
This mountain lay in the otherwise limited terri- 
tory of Tyre,” wdiosc monarch’s great power, 
chiefly derived (like our own) from maritime 
commerce, — we sliall find cheerfully enlisted, 
through respect for David — the service of Solo- 
mon his son. 

Mary. Mama [ you were quite right about the 
wars of David being one reason why God would 
not let him build tlie temple. lie says himsclfi 
that it was because he had “ shed much blood 
upon earth in God’s sight.” 

Mama, A decided proof, Mary, that even 
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just and perm i tied warfare, (like that of David) 
is ill the eye of the God of peace, n necessary 
evil ; as tlie erection of his clioson sanctuary, 
during the reign of a pitrposch/ pacific luonarch — 
shadows fortli the fufure triumphs of tlie gospel 
of peace — wlien nation sliall not rise up against 
nation, iieitluT sliall they learn war any more."" 

Among the many excellent a<lviees here given 
hy the declining monarch, to his highly fai^ourcd 
son— can you discern one evidently referring to 
liis own late unhappy infraction of a Divine com- 
mand ? 

Mary. Distinctly, Mama. lie says, Then 
fehalt thou prosjjcr, if thou takest heed to fulfil 
th(^ statutes and judgments, which the Lord 
charged Moses concerning the ch Idreu ()f Israely* 
— and you know it was just one of them which 
David had j)aid so dear for breaking. 

jMama. "J rue ,* and where do we find a con- 
firnuition of the assertion, that it was ‘‘ good for 
him to have h(?en afllicted ?’" 

Mary. When he says, it was in his iron- 
hie' that he i»r('])arcd such great things “ for the 
house of the Lord.'" 

Mama. The result of the counsels given by 
him, not to Solomon only, but to the lately faidty 
“ pi iiu es of Isniel,"' — it will be gratifying for us 
to trace, in the unparalleled energy and liberality. 
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with wliicli tlio thirling purpose of David's heart 
was carried into effect. 

Let us close t)m* reading with tlie concluding 
words of this aniniating addr(*ss. — Stit your 
heart an<l soul to seek thti J^ord your God. Arise, 
tlierefon;, and huild ye the sanctuary of the Ijord. 
Is not the Ijord your God with you — an ad- 
monition adapted alike to the Israelite of old, 
and the Christian of our day ; to the hitter of whom 
i committed — conjointly with a Divine artificer — 
ana founded on the rock that is higher than 
he*' — the erection of a nohlei* structure, than 
the boasted teiu]ile of Solomon ; even that 
building uj) of himself in his most holy faith,’* 
by which our ‘^vile bodies*' can b(‘corae the 
“temples of the Holy Ghost” — and the whole 
fabric of the united Christian coininunity, “fitly 
framed together, groweth up” into “an house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 
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LiissoN 1st Chronicles, Chapters xxviii and xxix. 


Mama. AV'c luivo, in these chapters, a most 
pleasing and o very-way characteristic account, of 
the means adopted by the pious monarch of Israel, 
in his declining years, for securing to his people, 
after him, the blessings of good government ; and 
for impressing on his youthful successor, the 
fundamental princijde of his own sovereignty 
that- — the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom/’ 

How wortliy of David is the superiority to petty 
jealousies, (too often entertained even by parents 
towards those who are to succeed them) which 
prompted the inauguration during his own life, of 
the son whom God had chosen” to sit upon his 
throne ! And how noble, as w^cll as pious, is the 
recognition thus distinctly made, that it is by 
the Lord, kings reign,” and that the kingdoms 
of the earth are Ilis,” and, that from Him, as its 
oidy legitimate source, come the ‘'power and 
might,” and “ honour,’’ of princes. To whatever 
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source these iiuiy by otliers be reterred, let iiSj at 
!<\'ist, always remember,” witli pious David, that 
it is ‘‘ ill tlie hand of ( ilod, to make great, and to 
give streugtli unto all.” 

Dut we must accompany him regularly through 
the solemn measure by which the close of his 
checiuered lite was adorned and dignified. To 
■whviin did ho deem it proper to announce tlie de- 
cision of the Almighty respecting the suc(;ession of 
Ku*om^Ti ? 

Mary. The '^princes of Israel, and the prin- 
ces of the tribes,” and captains, and stewards, and 
officers, and “miglity and valiant men.” 

Mama. Yes short, all those wdiose ^veight 
and authority in the kingdom, rendered their being 
apprized of the Divine intention, a matter of ])ro- 
priety — though not even with such, did it lie to 
disi>ute or to confirm it. 

How beautiful are the terms in which the vener- 
able monarch addresses this imposing assembly of 
the rank, and wisdom, and valour, of his king- 
dom, — his more ag<*d contemporaries among 
whom, he calls his “ brctliren,” and tlie younger, 
who had groAvn up under his paternal sway, — his 
“ people I” 

But, docs even the pleasing subject of the ex- 
altation of the favouiite son of his love and of his 
old age, occupy the first place in his address ? 
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Mary. No. lie first tells them, that it had 
been ‘‘in Iiis heart'* to huild ‘^an house of rest 
for the ark of the Lord, and for tlie footstool of 
tht'ir God,” — hut that God had not allowed him 
to fulfil it. And you know, Mama, we saw 
3’^esterday that it was because of his wars and 
bloodshed. 

Mama. Yes ; and we have it again on his own 
unquestionable authority. But beware of the wil- 
ful error which has led some to exult over, as a 
stigma on the pardoned “ blood-guiltiness” of Da- 
vid — a prohibition expressly founded on the san- 
guinary character of his warlike reign. 

How remarkably does he go on, ascribing 

lionour to whom ” alone “ hourour is due ” — a 
truth too oft n lost sight of? 

Mary. Tie reminds them, that God had first 
“ chosen Judah to be the ruler, and of Judah, 
the house of his father, and among the sons of 
his father, liked hiniy to make him king over all 
Israel.*' 

Mama. And could any chain of reasoning, 
fi)unded on known facts, better prepare them 
for the recognition of Jehovah's unquestionable 
right, to select from among the ^^many sons" 
— the gift of whom, from the same hand, David 
gratefully acknowledges — ^liis younger son, Solo- 
mon, to sit after him on the throne ? But, to 
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jjfice tills boyond tlic j)ossibility of oiivil, wluit is 
tliat throne emphatically here called ? 

MvVRY. Tlie ^Hhroiie of ihe langdovi of the 
ho id over Israel.” 

Mama. And on what conditions had He, who 
‘^doeth as he will in all the kingdoms of the earth,” 
promised to “establish” the delegated sovereign- 
ty of Solomon ? 

Mary. If he should be “ constant to do Ctod’s 
commandments and judgments.” 

Mama. And in what manner (do Ave learn 
from the next verse) should a monarch, thus 
laudably disposed, be seconded by a loyal people ? 

Mary, “ Noav therefore, in the sight of all 
Israel, the congregation of the Lord, and in the 
audience of our Cilod, keep and seek fo7' all the 
commandments of the Lord your God.” Mama, 
I think I know Avhy David says, “ seek for” here, 
because, for Avant of “ seeking,” you knoAv tliey 
had lately forgotten all about the atonement for 
their souls. 

Mama. A good conjecture ! and, at all events, 
an admonition never to be too strongly enforced. 

But, turning from the people thus solemnly ad- 
monished, hoAV atfectionately docs the heart of 
the father pour out upon the head of his darling 
son, the invaluable result of a life of discipline 



1500 MORNINGS WITH MAMA. 

jiikI oxpcricncc in tlic ways of (lod I llead me 
entire, this <‘pitoine of wisdom, d(!rivcd from 
lieaveiily teacliing, during seventy yc'sir.s of un- 
paralleled vicissitude. 

Mary. And thou, Solomon, my son, know 
thou the (jrod of thy father, and serve liim with a 
perf(‘ct hcjirt and willing mind ; for the JiOrd 
searclu th all hearts, and understandoth the ima- 
ginations of the thoughts. 

Jf thou seek him, he will he found of thee ; 
])ut if thou forsiike liiin, he will cast thee off for 
over.*’ 

Mama. Ijot this admonition, Mary, be graved 
in your lu\art. Nor let the merciful provision 
made in the blessed (lospel, for the possi])le re- 
turn of those mIio have once forsaken tlicir God, 
to his throiic of mercy — be made an “ occasion of 
sin,’* by the more eiilightmicd Christian. 

To wdiat w ork of jnety does David, as his first 
kingly duty, direct his sou’s attention ? 

Mary. “ Tln^ house of God’s sanctuary,” and 
ho gave his son the j^attern” of everything about 
it. 

i\/AMA. "WIktc Iiad tliis sli('j>Iicrd-wmTior 
— this man of toilsome and perpetuiJ w anderings 
and conflicts, ao(]uired a knowdedge of the arts 
of j>cace, and science of decoration, Avhich made 
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tlie foiistruclccl by his Uiivctions, a mo- 

<!t‘I to iili nations, and the ‘'praise of tlie ^^]K)le 
eartli 

AIaky. t>h I ho ha.d all the pattern “ hv the 
♦Spirit/’ and lie sa\s. a little further on, that ‘‘ th(‘ 
Lord iniidc him un.-hnslaud it i/i />// /its 

hand,** 11 ow coaid that h(‘ i 

Mama. Is tin> tlie first time lliat a liteial 
cxaTn]do of a simil n* divine* eommuuic.iiion is 
n'*''»lio”*'d in Si iipture V 

aIaiiy. No. 'fhe eommaiidments mi tin* 
tables of sUme, \\(‘re NM'itten * ]>y ///e //y/ if/v of 
God f* and it say?> (lod she\v<*<l a pattern of the 
tabernacle also, to Mos(*s^ up in the mount. 

Mama. The \\hole transaction is, in both 
eases, expressed umler material ima/^(‘ry to adajit 
to our compndiension. Lut while “ hand/' 
and “finger,” are manifestly terms iimppliiahh* 
to “Him who is a spirii” — ami as a “spirit” 
only, can manifest liiiUMdf unto m(‘ii — yet it 
is surely as easy to eoiiceive of His power being 
exercised, to call into existeiiee precise inodels 
for an earthly stiueturo — as to summon into 
being, and reduce to form, the very elements of 
"which that earth is eoinposhd. 

From the inestimable value, and minule appli- 
cation under express Divine sanction^ of tlie 
treasures of gold and silver devoted by the pious 
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heart of David, to the adornment of God's sanctu- 
ary — we may draw a deep, and enduring lesson. 
Arc such costl}'^ embellishments exacted by Him, 
as indispcnsible to, or even acceptable in his 
external service ? 

Mary. No. His churches arc too many, to 
be so fine ; and besides, we know that He does 
not care now, for gold and silver. 

Mama. Hut why did lie ever care for them” 
Mary — (to borrow your childish, but I hope not 
irreverent expression ?) \yhy did the Lord of 
heaven and earth, under a darker and prelimin- 
ary dispensation, promulgated among a gross and 
carnal people — exact, and receive with every 
testimony of approbation — the costliest ofierings 
it was in that people's power to bestow ? and 
bid them deck his chosen sanctuary, with all that 
was most rich and rare” from amid the profusion 
of his own illimitable bounty ? Was it, think 
you, that the Christian, of after and more en- 
lightened times, might serve him with that which 
cost him nothing ?" Did the God for whose 
house of old, mines were ransacked, by Ilis own 
command, till the pure gold" {ahne reckoned 
worthy of being there employed) was so profusely 
lavished, that silver 'was not any thing accounted 
of, and was as the stones of the streets for abun- 
dance” — intend to shadow forth by this earthly 
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splendour, no future s]>iritual tril>uf<s more prc- 
eioiis, find (to tlie wayward heart ofiiian)iuvolvinjjf 
greater self-denial than dedicated hea|>s of perish- 
able gold ? Depend upon it Mary, that He who now 
disp(‘nses alike with riches, and with sacrifice — 
will be content with no less an offering, than the 
“ hearts which he hath made and that by tlio 
''pure gold” with which tlie meanest vesstds in 
the sanctuary of old were at least (*\(ernally 
Cuated rif not actually composed) — is typified 
that spotless ainl incstiniahle covering” of a more 
perfeet righteousness — hy wliiih aloin^ the Chris- 
tian w’orshipper is fitted to appear before God. 

Hut was tlic liherality with which the costliest 
offoiings were “ ]trep:ired” for tJic future dwelling 
of Jehovah — “ of his own proper good,” hy him 
wlio had ** set his affections on tlie house of liis 
God’’ — confined to 1 )avid ? 

Mary. No, no. The “ chief of the fathers 
and princes,” and all the great men, offered wil- 
lingly, and all the people rtgoiced because with 
perfect heart they offered wdllingly to the Lord — 
and David the king also rejoiced with great joy.” 

Mama. And has no memorial of this ray of 
pious joy, hy which the docliiiiiig years of David’s 
perturbed life were cheered and gilded — come 
down to urge and animate us, to similar alacrity 
in God’s service ? 
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J\I A II Y. Y cs, the heautiful prayer wliich David 
made to ( * od^ first, for gi them eveiy good thing, 

and tlien, for putting it in tlieir liearts"' to return 
Him a part of Avliat was ^^all Ids own.” 

Mama. j\nd can we read it, Mary, and ad- 
mire*, as all must do, its unfeigned humility — 
“ Lord, wlio am 1, and what is m3" people ?*’ — its 
heartfelt gratitude — “ for all things come of thee, 
and of thine own have we given thee” — its ac- 
knowledgement of the Divine supremacy, ‘‘ Thine 
O Lord, is the greatness, and the 2>ower, and the 
gloiy, and the victory, and the majesty” — and 
the diwout concluding wish, “ O Lord God of 
Ahraham, Isaac, and of Israel our fathers— 
keep Uns for ever in ike imagination of the 
thoughts of the heart of thy people, and prepare 
their heart imto thee'" — and not feel disjiosed to 
echo it, with all a Christian's added warmth and 
fervour ? 

Is there indeed any temporal ^^good thing” 
bestoAved on tin* Israelites of old — any profusion, 
howcvijr great, of perishable silver and gold — 
wliich can for a moment comi)arc Avitli the richer 
treasures of knoAvledgc, and civilization, and 
peace, shoAvered down by the same Almighty 
hand, on tlie hajipier race, among whom it isowr 
good fortune to be born ? Or do not even these, 
sink utterly eclipsed, h(*fore the bright and glorious 
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ivalilios of tliat lioiivoiily toinpU? above, in whose 
huildin^ and adornment, every C'liristiaii is sum- 
moned — ^liko tlie Jews of old — to he a ^'willing** 
participator? For those, may it indeed l»e said 
to us, as unto tliem — Now hless tlie Lord your 
(j|od P and well may we — even as they, “ bl(‘ss 
the Lord God of our fathers, how down our heads, 
and worship, and re joice !** 

Jlut whatiiiijiortant event of a temporal nature 
was appropriately usIuTtnl in hy tlie joyful sacri- 
(h wj'icli followed Ihivid’s prayer? 

Maky. It sa3"s ^^they made Solomon king 
the second time and anointed liim/' WJicn was 
lie made king before ? 

Mama. This alludes to his public designation, 
to the kingly oflicc', mentioned in our former 
chapter — which w'<»uld in all probability have 
been considered (|uite sullicient to ensure his 
peaceful succession, on his father’s death, to the 
vacant throne — hut for a distressing revolt and 
usurpation, (noticed in the hook of Kings) at- 
tempted hy his now eldest brother, Adoni Jah. 

Into the particulars of this it is not necessary 
minutely to enter. l!>uirice it that this young 
man, next in order of birth to Absalom, (whom 
in beauty and presumption he resemhh'd) closely 
imitated him in his mad career of rebellion — say- 
ing, “ I will he king" — preparing him horses 
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and chariots” — and under tlic cover of saciitice, 
drawing to his standard many of the chief ])(‘rsons 
in Israel — among others alas ! the hitherto faitli- 
ful, though sanguinar}’^ Joah — and (sa<l to relate) 
Ahiathar tlie ])ricst — whose wanderings with 
the ‘ cjdiod’ in th<* train of the persecuted I >avid, 
had long been rewarded by the highest olhee in 
the restorc'd and beautified sanctuary ! 

But, this rash insurrection haring been lia])p‘l' 
terjniiu:t(*d, by tin* prudent inter]>osition with 
aged king, of Nathan the pro]>h(‘t and Batiisholia. 
— and tJie inagiifinimoiis jiardon by Soloiii ‘f 
his ambitious brother — wc must return to wiiat 
is luTe further said^ of the inauguration of th<,‘ 
future king of Israel. 

Mary. “JIo sat on the throne as king, ir 
stead of Daviil his father, and prospered, aiul 
Israi'l obeyed him. 

“And the Ijord magnified Solomon exceeding- 
ly, in the sight of all Israel.” 

Mama. AVe will reserve for our next reading, 
the account of his hitherto unc{j[ualled majesty ; 
and the splendid inauguration hymn, in which, 
though penned in the fondness of parental parti- 
alily^ Bavid — “ great things " concerning a 

“greater far than Solomon,” are unconsciously 
uttered. 

But surely wo cannot close tlic history of Da- 
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vid — “ Avith liis reign, and his jnight, and tlio 
times that went over liim'’ — witiumt easting a 
brief glance hack over tlic clic<juerc<l life, we 
have so minutely, and 1 trust, cilifyingly tiac(<l. 
J\nd liow can we better sum this uj), than in his 
owji iKaulifa! and iinj)n‘ssive ])icture, beginning 
from (ui rather Ifcfore) the cradhs and tcrniiiiat- 
ing i’l a vista of glory, txteiiding IxTond the 

“ . A^ill jn'aisc the(‘, for I am Icarfiilly and 
'' < idly iiiadt*. 

"J’Jiine cy<’s did sec my substance*, b(‘ing yet 
imperfect, an<l in tby all ii>y members were 

written, 

“ Thou art In* that took me out of the womb ; 
tb 'U didst make me hope, wlieu 1 was on my 
mother’s breast 

1 laid nu‘ down and slept, I awaked, for tlio 
Lord sustainetl me. 

Thou hast scarclied me and known me, thou 
compasscst my path, and art acf_[uainted with all 
my wa} s. 

^^Tliou didst ehusc David thy servant, and 
took him from the sheep-folds. 

“ Thou didst teach my hands to war, and iny 
fingers to fight. 

‘^Thou saidst, 1 have found David my servant, 
and with iny holy oil 1 have anointed him. 
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“For God is the judge, he puttctli down one, 
and setteth up .another. 

“ Thou liast inainhained my c.iusc, and my 
right ; thou sattest on thy throne, judging right. 

False witnesses rose ag.ainst me, they laid to 
my charge tilings I knew not. 

“ They returned me evil for good, to the spoil- 
ing of my soul. 

In my distress I called on the Lord, and 
cried unto my God : he heard my voice from his 
temple, and my cry came up before him. 

lie delivered me from my strong enemy, and 
from them which hated me. 

“ lie brought me forth into a large place, he 
delivered me, because he delighted. in me. 

“ Lord I by thy favour thou hadst made my 
mountain to stand strong ; thou didst hide thy 
face, and I was troubled. 

“ The sorrows of hell compassed me about, the 
snares of death prevented me. 

But I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and 
mine iniquity have I not hid, and thou forgavest 
the iniquity of my sin. 

“ l<^or this shall every one that is godly, pray 
unto thee in a time when thou mayst be found. 

“ The Lord has cliastened me sore, but he hath 
not delivered mo over unto death. 

“ I have preached righteousness in the great 
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con^rogutioTi ; I lum* not rcii'aiiicd my lips 
Lord, tliou knowost. 

‘‘ Tl»o Lord 1 Kith sworn ill trutli lol)a\ld, of 
tlio fruit of tliy kodj^ will 1 set on tliy throne. 

Behohl lliou liast made my days as an liand- 
hreadUi, surely oveiy man in lushest estate is al- 
together vanity. 

My flesli and heart faileth, hut God is th(' 
strength of iny heart, and my portion for ever.” 
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Lesson. — Psalm Ixxii. 2d Chroii. Chapters i. ii. andiii. 


Mama. We could not more ai>propriately, or 
cdifyiu"ly uslicr in the record of tlic singular fa- 
vour with whicli the young monarch of Israel was 
regarded hy God — than by reading entire, as w'e 
liave done, the beautiful hymn of mingled suppli- 
cation and triumph, in which his pious father 
poured out his dying acknowledgments to the God 
of liis own salvation ; and unconsciously, perhaps, 
caught through the dim veil of his immediate 
successor's earthly glories, a glimpse of the spirit- 
ual reign of that greater than Solomon,” to 
whose kingdom ” it is, by Christians, unani- 
mously applied. 

There arc few things in Scripture which will 
more amply repay our study than the gradual 
manner in which, in this sublime composition, its 
pious author is borne, by the Holy Spirit, be- 
yond the simple parental aspirations after heaven- 
ly wdsdom for his mortal offspring, with which it 
opens, and the irue though glow ing description of 
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the future prosperity and extent of liis dominion 
— to expressions towards its close, too inapjilicable 
to liunian oluiractcr or sovereignty to liav(* he(‘U 
uttered (even by a parent) in reference to any but 
that illustrious St'ed'’ — by wliose very lips, it was 
ages after, unanswerably' asked, ‘‘ Jf David calletli 
Jiim ‘ Lord,* how then is he his son ?” 

The primary fnUilraeut of tlie earlier portion of 
the hymn, in the righteous judgnu'nt,” — ' abun- 
da".'^'^ of j;eace,'* — and dominion from sea to s(!a/* 
— of the litoral son of David — as w ell as the homage.* 
paid to his supremacy ])y the kings oi l arshish and 
the Isles,” and the voluntary gifts of tin? more 
distant queen of Sheba — >vill soon be befon* us ; 
and ought to be gnitcfully traced l)y the Cliristian, 
as a pleasing earnest of the y(;t uncomjiloted, but 
far raorp extensive and enduring glories of the 
kingdom of IJiin, whose ‘^name sliall be continu- 
ed as long as the sun*’ — in whom “ all men shall 
be blessed’* — and whom ^^all nations*’ will one 
day unite in calling blessed.*’ 

AVhat conclusive proof does our first chapter 
afford, that it w’as not in vain David had with 
dying breath implored, ‘^Give the king thy judg- 
ments, O God : and thy righteousness unto the 
king’s son ? 

Mary. Because, JVlama, Solomon must have 
had wisdom from God, even before he himself 
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asked it ; else he could not have made so wise a 
clioice. 

JMa m a. True ; not even the counsels of .\ath“ 
an, and examj)le of David, unaided by a higher 
l)0\vor, would have thus early taiiglit tliii heart of 
the young king, the lesson lie has left to tla* youth 
of all ages, “ lla]>py is the man tliat flndeth 
wisdom, for she is more precious tlian rubies; 
and all the things that thou canst desire are not 
to be compared to her.’* 

liut wc arc not left to infertile previilence of a 
right s})irit,” and of that ‘^^fear of the Lord 
■which is the beginning of wisdom'" in Solomon. 
How w ere they visibly manifested ? 

Mary. By his gathering all the congrega- 
tion of Israel, and offering a thousand burnt of- 
ferings on the brazen altar at Gibcon."’ This was 
very right, Mama ; but how strange that the 
tabernacle ” and altar ’* should still be there, 
and the ark at Jerusalem ! 

Mama. On this point, all the researches of 
commentators have failed to inform us ; but that 
the place wm holy, " and the sacrifice an accept- 
ed one, the vision vouchsafed on the spot to Solo- 
mon, sufficiently proves. Was the wisdom, 
thus made his “early only choice,” the sole gift con- 
ferred upon the young king, by “ Him who giv- 
cth liberally, and upbraideth not ?’" 
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Mary. No. Because ho Iijul a-lv(‘<l 

or wealth, or lionour. or lon^ life/’ (hxl 
was lo give them to him, “ stu-Ii as none <,r ihe 
1 ia^' jjtal that wore ])oforo him, uor slioiild auv 
; Ih*r Infii liavo the like.” 

AJ AVhat a iiohh* rehukc is hon* imli- 

roe<'\ ^ivon, to the oovotousnoss, auil ainhitian, 
and sclfisluioss, hy which Jminan wislu.. are 
'MiK'd and animated in so lameiitahle a de- 
j — when the absence from tlic‘ heart, of base 
and sordid desires, is made hy (iod tlio express 
p’ound of a munificence, the more lioundless for 
hciii" unsolicited ! 

TV hat reraarkahlc admonition of our Lord, tes- 
tifies to tiio Cliristian, that tlie Divine estiTuah; 
of a wise object of ])ursuit, is the same ycstvi^ 
day, to-day, and for ever V* 

Mary. 1 can’t think of one just at tliis mo- 
ment ; do tell me. 

Mama. Seek yo /hsl the kinr^dom of (Jod, 
and liis righteousness — and all thcs<* things" 
('worldly comforts and necessaries) shall he add- 
ed unto you.” 

The extent to which the united proniise of wis- 
dom and greatness, was fullilled in lh(‘ ease, of 
Solomon — ^might have hivn gathered (<;ven had 
the scriptuvo record of tlnmi perished) from the 
reverential, nav, superstitious estei'm in whi<*li 

:2 i : 
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liis name is yet lield in every eastern country ; 
where not only is his fame — a rare thing for a 
pacific monarch — extolled above that of mighty 
conquerors — but in addition to earthly sway, su- 
pernatural dominion, (by his "wisdom and spells) 
over the spirits of earth and air — is ignorantly 
ascribed to him. 

Ma r y. Mama ; what did Solomon, w^ho had 
no wars, wfint with so many chariots and horses? 
Was it not wrong to have them ? 

Mama. Supei-fluous, perhaps; though as his 
pacific reign deprived him of any temptation to 

put his trust in them/' they formed, probably, 
only a harmless branch of that suri)assing state, 
by which he was distinguished above all the 
neighbouring monarchs — and an outlet for some 
of that redundant wealth w hich had made, w'e 
are told, silver and gold in Jerusalem as plen- 
teous as stones.” Indeed, the w^hole seems to 
have been connected with that lucrative “ trafl&c,” 
in which their settled condition, now' for the 
first time permitted the Israelites to embark ; and 
by which the nation was, under Solomon, so pro- 
digiously enriched, and its fame extended to the 
most distant lands. 

Mary. I am glad to see by our next chapter, 
that Solomon did not forget his father's injunc- 
tions, to “ begin and build God's house.” What 
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immense numbers lie must have told out to 

bear burdens/’ and “ hew stones” — when they 
required “ three thousand six hundred overseers!” 

Mama, TIic ‘^bearing of burdens,” ]\rarv< 
W’as th('n a most essential portion of the labour of 
every great undertaking ; espeeially in a country 
like Judea, where horses were entirely eonfnicd t(> 
purposes of war, or state, and mechanical inven- 
tions liad not yet supersedf'd human (.‘xertions. 
Per", Iiideed, under such eireumstances — the 
prodigious works of antiquity (far transeending 
modern undertakings) were acliiev(‘d — would have 
ever remained a mystery, hut for the scripture 
records of the immense population engaged in 
their accomplishment. 

But whom did Solomon enlist as a powerful, 
and most nect'ssary coadjutor, in his great cuter- 
prize ? 

Mary. Iluram, king of Tyre his father’s 
old friend, I supijose, who had given David 
“ cedars"’ for liis own house already. 

MAxMA, And how clearly is the wisdom, as 
well as piet}", of Solomon evinced, by the beauti- 
ful manner in wliich he sets forth to this foreign 
prince, the greatness of Ililn, for whom Ilis own 
gracious cncounigemcnt alone, could have ivar- 
ranted the preparing a dwtdliiig — and enumerates 
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the saci e J ]>urposes to which the matchless hiiihl- 
inej was to l)e devoted ! Had the proud and civi- 
lized iiiluihitants of wealthy Tyre^ think you — 
had all the ])hiloso]>hers and sages of pagaii an- 
tifjuity, even so much as conc(‘ivi‘d the idea of 
One only Ood^ “ whom the heaven of heavens 
could not contain 

Maiiv. Oh ! no. They worshipped a thou- 
sand, and thought every one livcnl in “ houses 
made with hands/' or in groves/* or in ‘Oiills.” 

Mama. Do you recollect tlie peculiar “ah- 
(nnination of the Zidonians’* — avIio, being closely 
connected with “ Tyre** by habits and position, 
worshipped the same false deities ? 

Mauy. 1 remember it. Mama, by your telling 
me, that Jezebers father, the king of the Zido- 
nians,’* was called Eth-Baal,*' after the national 
God. 

Mama. You sec the use of these apparently 
trifling particulars being recorded and remem- 
bered. 

Mary. But, Mama, I rather hope that IIu- 
ram, (through David’s moans) knew and ww- 
shij)pcd (lod ; for he says, Blessed be the 
Lord God of Israel that made heaven and earth.** 

Mama. Your charitable conjecture has been 
adopted by many — though, alas! such compli- 
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Tiioritary tributes to tlic deities of iiciglibouriiifr 
nations were a frequent fruit of tlic toleriitiun 
sjuingiii^ from polytlieism. 

But bow did lluram” (.so//, we find, to the 
kinp; of tlie sumo name, wlio bad made alliance 
with Davbl) comply with the request of Solomon 
— so flattering to tlie superior skill and reflne- 
mont of Tyrian artificers ? 

Maiiy, He sent him a man (who must have 
b^en lialf a Jew, for his mother was of the tribe 
ol Dan") who was skilful to work in gold, and 
silver, and brass, and iron ; in stone and timber, 
and in purple . . . 

Mama. Stay, JMary ; are you a>vare of any 
peculiarity in the lust part of this enumeration V 

Mary. Surely I have read somewhere about 
“ Tyrian puiqde" as famous — what was it ? 

Mama. A precious dye, long uniiossessed by 
other nations — and the basis of which (though 
supposed to be a shell-fish peculiar to tlu* Tyrian 
seas) is not yet precisely agn'cd on. Its rarity 
and costliness, (chiefly reserved for the royal robi's 
of monarchs, which, to this day, continue to bear 
its colom*) — explain its employment by the com- 
mand of God, in the curtains of his holy taberna- 
cle, and the gannents of his anointed priests. 

But were dyed garments of Tyre,*' and arti- 
ficers to prepare them, the only precious coritri- 
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bution, to be made by this king of the isles,’' 
towards the l)uildiR<:( tlie projected temple ? 

M A 11 Y. No, JMarn.'i. Oedars of Ijchanon could 
be got nowliere else than from liim, and his ser- 
vants wr;re skilled 1 o cut them.” ]hit why was 
ISoIoinoii obliged to sii])])!}" them Avith food ? 

Mama. For this simple reason (which miglit 
have oc(*urred even to you) that hosts of labour- 
ers on a eraggy and prticipitous mountain, covered 
with forests, could not be maintained but by sup- 
plies from other quarters. And as Tyre, poAver- 
ful and AA^ealthy she aa'us, occu]>ied a barren 
“ rock of the sea,” (uoaa', according to Avoiiderful 
pvfqdiccy, used only by fisluns for drying tludr 
nets,*’) — the corn, Avine, and \>il,” in Avhich 
Judea, Ave knoAV, abounded, Avere naturally ex- 
clianged for T3Tian labour and skill. 

lloAV Avas the timber of these distant mountain 
forests, to reach Jerusalem ? 

Mary. In floats by sea, to Joppa.” What 
is a float,” jVlama ? 

Mama. Another name for a raft,” Mary ; 
a contrivance by Avhich huge logs, rudely attached 
tog<*thcr, are “ floated” doAvn many of the great 
rivers of J'^urope and America, a distance some- 
times of many hundred miles. If you had seen, 
as I luiA’c — ^these floating masses, on Avhich liouses, 
(inhabited for the months that tlie voyage lasts, 
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1)}^ Oistliv r.jUlilios) lire mu h'd — yt.n \\oii!<i Iiavv 
had aa idea, (lioiipjli a faint oiii* ]>cr!i;!])s, (»f tlio 
iloats,” uliii-lj wafted along tin* “coasts oi 'lyn* 
and iSidon/’ to tiie sea-|>ort of -ioijiKi^ the j>n?>trate 
fv-rc^ is (d* Le]>aiion. 

^V]iOln did Solomon eliiefiy (‘iii]>ioy, in tlu'se 
lalmrions, and distant works / 

jMaky. I'lio “ strangers that \v(‘re in llu' la.i.J 
of Israel.’* I sa]’]iose. ^Maina, some of tie cap- 
tive Amiiionit(‘s” that David took and niad«‘ 
slaves of. 

Mahia. Very proliakly. as the ‘^saws” and 
axes” be lias bc< n gratuitously accused of ton- 
ploying cJi bis ])risoners. iniieb more naturidly 
point out tbe servile tusks to which they we re 
subjected. The word strangers ” has also h<‘en 
supposed to include the descendants of tlie ‘‘ mix- 
ed iindtitude,” who, we know, aecom]>anied the 
children of Israel into tlie promised land — ami 
the proselyted remnant of the original possessors 
of Canaan; some of whom, (as wo barn from 
the cliaracters of Araunuh the dehusite,” and 
“ Uriah the llittite,” were not unworthy to coji- 
cur in the erection of a temple to the true and 
living Cjtod. 

Let ns now gather, from our next cIku tlic 
precise siti* of this magnificent edifice. NVhVre 
did ^Solomon la gin to build ' ’ 
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JMary. “At Jerusalem, in Mount Moriah, 
where the Lord appeared unto David liis father ; 
ill tlie tlinishing-floor of Araunah the Jehusite.” 

Mama. And w’as this the only angelic mani- 
festation of the Divine presence, recorded of this 
celebrated mountain ? 

]\rARy. Let me think. Mama ! Abraham was 
told to get up and offer Isaac on a mountain God 
“ would tell him of, in the land of Moriah.” 
Was this the same ? 

!Mama. It has always been so considered — as 
the sanctity, confen'ed upon it by tlie mysterious 
Iransaetion, and the name of “ Jehovah-jireh,” 
(the Lord will provide) bestowed by Abraham, 
in coiuinemoration of the suhsliiaied sacrifice — 
survived evi‘n the occupation of its site by the 
(.■anaanites — and no doubt fonned a chief feature 
in the praisovorthy anxiety of David, to number 
this “ mount of the Lord” among his eai'licst con- 
<|uests, on coming to the throne. At all events, 
it was now' solemnly consecrated, by the express 
command of Him, wdiosc name it bore ; and a 
“ jdacc,” w^e find, had been thenceforth “ pre- 
pared” there, by David, for the future temple. 

Of the details of the building itself — though 
from the minutest of them, edification has been 
(turiously deduced — we shall only notice the re- 
markable gradations of external magnificence 
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(corresponding witli those of internal siiiictity) 
Avliicli distinguished tlic three grand ])ortions into 
^vlilch the temple of Jerusalem was divitled. 

Does the mtmtion of ‘‘ Solomon's pen'll’’ n'cail 
any Ne'W Testament facts to your rcint'mhraiice ^ 

Maky. Vcs; our Lord often walked” there, 
especially in winter, and delivered discourses . 
so T suppose it was a public resort. 

Mama. Yes; it was there that great “ mulh- 
tnd K-i together,” on the miracle of lu'aling the 
lame man, by John and IVter ; and that the 
latter took occasion of the concourse, to preacli 
Christ crucified. 

But it is styled in the Acts, the “ porch that 
was called Solomon’s,” — was it really tlu* one 
mentioned liero *■? 

Mafia'. J onc(5 tliouglit so — till you I'x plained 
about Solomon’s beautiful tomph' Ix'ing destroyed, 
and another built long after — not nearly so hand- 
some. Idaina — since C/Iirist even was grieved that 
the one in liis time should not have “ a stem* left 
onanotlicr,” — what must the first have hei'ii ! 

Mama. Of the melaiiclndy inferiority of the 
second, (iiohh* as it was) we have' an affei'tiiig 
proof, in the weejnng, on* its comph tlon, of the 

old men,” who had scon the glories of its origin- 
al prototype. 

But besides the porch,” (scrupulously restored 
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under the former name in tlie new edifice) and its 
outer court — common to all strangers/’ not 
idolaters, — w'hat are we to understand by the 
“ greater house ” here mentioned, as only ‘‘ ceiled 
with fir-tree,” though overlaid with pure gold ? 

Mary. Was not this where tlie priests might 
go every day, to minister ; and where the shew 
])road,” and altar of incense,” and "golden 
candlestick ” stood ? 

Mama. Yes ; the wdiole external symbols of 
(lod’s visil)le worship. 

Ilut what place, more sacred still, where the 
" high priest ” alone might enter, and that but 
" once a- year /’ — was the magnificence and trea- 
sure of Solomon exhausted to adorn 

Mary. The " most holy house/' Is not this 
called in the New Testament, the "Holy of 
holies ?” 

Mama. It is ; and as the earthly residence of 
the " mercy seat ” of " Him that sitteth between 
the cherubim " — a type of the " heavenly places,” 
into which our " great High Priest ” has " once 
for all ” ascended. 

The “ vail,” then concealing this inner sauctu- 
aiy from every human eye, has, (costly as it was) 
thanks to the same mighty agency, been long 
since " rent in twain.” But one chief purpose of 
its description here, and of all the minute parti- 
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culars luindc'd down to us, of tlu‘ awfully oxdu- 
sivc character of the Jowisli wor.shij» and cronoiny 
— should l)c to quick(‘n our gratitudi*, ihat no 
vail now interposes betAveen us and a reci>ii“ 
ciled God, save the ^racious mildness under wliieh 
his majesty is shrouded, in the human chara< ter 
and ministry of Christ ; that the ‘‘daily sacrifiee.*’ 
for which such costly and dutiful j)rovi^ioii was 
made by the ])ious king of Jsrael, has for ages been 
;.l disl'ed by an ‘‘ oblation ” more pure and peifect 
far — that the "‘la vers ’ of purification, so cssiui- 
tial under the Jewi.di dispensation, are suj)ersede<l 
by our robes ” having been made white in the 
blood of the Land), ’ — that the typical “ candle- 
stick,” with its golden lamps, lias long sinct* 
been eclipsed by the difiubiou of spiritual light 
from the “ sun of righteousness” — and that the 
prostrate, though long venerable “altars” of 
Judea, are noAv “ set uj) ” in all their r(*vived 
holiness — in every converted and saiietilletl 
bosom ! 
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Licsf^oN. — 1st Kings, Chapters viii. andix. 


Mama. These c]ia2)tcrs, my dear, which it is 
impossible, without extreme injury to their gciu*- 
ral elTcct, to disjoin — contain an account of the 
comjjletion of the greatest work ever undertaken 
b}’ an individual, and of the noblest recorded in- 
tercourse, between a favoured . servant of the 
Most High, and the God lie had delighted to 
honour;** by the obedience** which is “better 
than sacrifice,*' to his minutest, as well as greatest 
commands. 

What formed the first necessary step towards 
the consecration of the no’w completed tcmjde ? 

Mary. Assembling all “the men of Israel," 
that they might “ bring up the ark of the cove- 
nant of the Lord out of the city of David, which 
is Zion." 

Mabja. The “assembly,** my dear, >vas in- 
deed general, including all the chief persons, and 
indeed the hole adult 2>nrnlation of Judea, 
lint were they, or any of them, competent to 
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Yi^imovi^ tlio ark to its new and pernuiiicnt re i- 

Makv. Oil ! no ; T did not moan tliat. 'rin* 
priests am] Jjevites’" bronglit it, and all tlie otln i 
holy thinpjs. 

Mama. Do yon tlad aii}^ tfilnp; strikiiF^- aji l 
satisfactory in tJio enuiu- nition 

Maziy. It s./.\s the ta!»eriiaelo of tlu; et)n:;. . - 
gah’on" was liroiight too. AVas tliis the om nhieh 
I'ri .’d vuide, or Aloses’ old one, from tiilu‘ou'^ 
Mama. The phrase is ou<* nliieli would lairdly 
luive hcoTi a.]>pli(*d t » (lie mere U'lnporary (‘reetioii 
of David ; and it is gem-rally sn]»posed, that tin-, 
vciioraLle and long exiled companion of tin; Is- 
raelites’ ■wanderings in tlm wilderness, now share«L 
in tlic ^‘ rest” prcjuired for the ark, hy the [>iety 
of two sueeessivo monarchs. 

But, iMarv, in what awful, nay (had it m»t 
been associated in their hearts and iiu mories, with 
the most gracious ri colleetions) alim>.st a]>i)aUing 
manner, did Jehovah testify tlie reui.ivai of the 
symbol of Ills presene<», to tlie place he had 
chosen, to j>ut his name there V* 

Maiiy. Tlie “ t»riests could not stand to mi- 
nister, because of the cloud; for tin- glory of the 
Lord had filled tlie lioiisc of the Lord. ” 

AIama. And what merciful intcr])Osition was 
this double roaiiif-station, of thick darkness, ’ 

2 F 
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<>ji the oiu‘ Iiand, and uiibcaraMc on llio 

other, eolcnhited to roeall '■? 

IVlAiiV. TJie j.illai* of eloiid.’* yon laioM';, in th<‘ 
M’ildernof'S ; iiiul tljo fire tliatAvasin it,^\l!ielili|j;hted 
them always ]>y Jii^lit, aial a.hirnieil tlnar enemies. 

INIama. ^\ikI hy wliieh, (as we tlien remarked) 
llic varying- a jacts and result.s of the lilessed Cos- 
j»el, to (Jod’s enemies and iioople, in more modern 
times, arc clearly shadoM(‘d forih ; to the one, “a 
savour of deatlj ” and eo}idenmalien — tolh(‘ othcr^ 
and life/' and a guide to tin* Iicaveiily 
Canaan abou'. 

But tlie pivscjicc (by bis we]l-knr»\ n symbol) 
of Jeliovali, Jiaving been duly reeogiiized by Solo- 
mon, let us follow, witli a portion at least of the 
holy fervour by wliicli it was dictated — lus su- 
blime and, as a human composition, une((uallcd 
prayer. And to a 2 )preciate fully its impressive 
effect on the asstmihled thousands of Israel, we 
must borrow, (from the corres] loading, hut more 
diffuse account in th<- ( 'hronieles) tlui ei renin stance 
of a ‘Mirazcn scatfohr’ having been erected ; on 
wliieh the king, in the ]iresence of all the people, 
sprc'ad forth Jiis hands, and kneeling, addressed 
to Cod this memorable supplication, beginning at 
tin; 2tld verse of our first chapter. 

Read, and fix on your memory, its noble intro^ 
dnetory paragraph . 
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M.\r:v, LonliJjhl <,r I'rnd, i-; no <io<l 

liK<* (h('o ill In'nvcii a])o\<*, or in th*‘ (‘nrtli ]»<•- 
li'Mlli ; wjio kc<‘|K's( rovfTinnt witli I’ly scrvjiiif-^, 
^!i;d Nvalk' ]>nfor(‘ thoi* widi iht ir ^vllo!^• ii'-nrt.” 

^vinl in.irlc iln* liiinioo'v uif.'i 

'iiiii -li ;i yoiiu'^- kin;^-, ;ifk‘r a so\t‘n years’ n i oi t.f 
led j.rasjierit v aii<l ij^lory, al tin* «!■>-:• oi* 
an laulerlakin^* inn^.J^- d Tor e\tent and !i;.j ni- 
iici iiee — wk'^ii (if <‘V'et)( xaliation iiiiydil lia\< j-si 
panlonaklo, and “ ]e;::<tinL;'’ not e\ ’n.Sr*!, ' — - 
-Col'S all tlie suecc": niil* >\]iieli Ms lakoiirs Iia'l 
been crowned, tn the j»ieiy and j)rayt‘ivi ol ids ia- 
tluT, and the proniiso and fai(hflduo^s of (iod. 
And Iiow docs lie siihlinKdy achnowh'dee (niidc’* 
(he fifnidance of celestial wisdom, ^\lhh‘ all the 
surrounding nations induli^ed in tin* !sr(^>s(^^t con- 
ceptions of fiod,) that llie iiniver*.,' iiseli* varer* 
formed an ad<*<|aatc tenipli* for i?*,. wnrsliij) of 
Him, vvlio liad nevortIieIi*ss < >.:id' •eende l- ia 
verv deed/^ to dwell on earth ! ’ 

But, even from this j^raiid and iiumhlini^ eoii- 
victiiAJ, let us lx* ware of drawini^. ar. s um- Iiav * 
miliappilydone^eonclusiousunfavounihle tf»l}ieaj!- 
pointed and visililo worslii]» that ( hxl, for ^\^om 
(even while eonfe^sinf^ liis omijij[>!'t '^ener) 
moil hml felt it to he a duty to prepare a • house.” 
To the futile remark of the de-s].i.yer ol* onlimsu- 
ces, that God is everywhere, let a. he prepai d 
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m(:::ninc5s \vitji mama. 

lY'ply, lliiit it is where Irro or three arc gathered 
•hi his iiawr, that lio lias promised to \oucliSJife 
his saving pre sence. 

How does tliis prevailing senUmont manifest 
itself throiigliout the whole of Sedomoii’s admir- 
able prayer ? 

Mary, lie prays, that CsOiT’s eyes would be 
open night and day towards his house/’ and, that 
he would “ hear in heaven, liis dweJIing-i»]acc/’ 
the prayers his servants should make towards it. 
Docs that not mean in it, Mama ? 

PtlAMA. It docs, mvd(‘ar; as in every 

in.;tanc<*, which occurs in ib.e ]>ray(‘r, supplica- 
tion is fictiially spokc‘ii of, as made nithin its 
walls ,* thotigh, with a ]:crvcrse inaccunicy very 
uncommon in our translators, (he margin tells us 
they haA'e substituted at tlie only place 

where ‘^towards” gives the true Heading, viz. 
Avhen Israel should be absent from Cod’s house, 
and smitten before their enemies. ' 

lint does your memory not supply you Avith a 
rem.'iikablc instance of successful ]n-ayer, made 
towards*' CA on the site of tliis then ruined 
temple, hy a piusccutcd but dauntless serA^ant of 
(iodl 

jNIary. Oh ! you mean Daniel, Avho opened 
liis AvindoAA", and prayed tlirec times a-day with 
Jiis face toAvards Jerusalem.” 
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Mama. ^\'s, .Mary; sa lltcrallj}, ar.«l wr may 
jud^^c riom llic miracujous which lol- 

lowc'd — (i.rrpfahhf wvw' the Movd'. oi‘ S(tlomoti*'N 
ju'iitioM .idhciiM to, l^y .sucecodiiiii- L'i ij 

Ihit wliut still Jiioro im])ortanl l('.'.sr)a, i,ii.;ht a)! 
uijo h{‘ai<l him draw iVom (ho caiis(\ <arc;’uiiy 
a^s'irih il hy iiinj, lor every aliiictivc visit. ili!»n !>> 
wlii'hdod ^ fit t‘> chastise a fur;.', ell u! 

j>eo]iie { 

.MAiii . He always <a\s it w(»idd h • In cauM.' 
*h<' ; had siiiiicd,” and lhat they must, “ conless 
and turn from their sins,” hef/re (fid would 
“ hear in heavtMu and lorLOve.” 

Mama. Do you per(*eive in any pail of this 
coinprehensivo model of devotion, a decided en- 
couragement to hidnidua! piayer, 4*veu in sea'-oiH 
of tie.l'oiial calamity ( 

IMaip. . 1 supjiose v»n mean, when lie ^a^s 

‘‘^what ])rayer or supplication shall I '- made hy 
anif man, which sliall l;now every on - ilie pla^fiie 
of his own lieart ; ’ and wlu-n he pva vs that («od 
'would ffive ‘'every man a4*eonliii;f to his wav'!,” 
for IJe Old}’ “knoweth tin? Jieart.” 

Mama. Just so, Mary; a praitical refutati<in 
of the eommon error, that national n formation 
can ])«*gin otherwise than hy indi\i*Iual ]>i(?ty and 
penitence. 

Mau's. Mama! it is heautiaii of Ndomon to 
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}A’[vy for the very ‘‘ strangers *’ tliat should iiear 
ofdod!” It have taught the Jews more 

charity towards tlu;m. 

Mama. Let it teach w.v, ]\rary, to extend 
that clia.rlty to those, who more unhappy, alas ! 
liavc iiov(‘r (and possibly by our fault j yet ‘dieard 
of If is great name." 

Do you romeml>er how the afTeeting provision, 
here made for the peoph‘’s p()ssi]>le futures apos- 
tacy and captivity, by the preinaturely wise young 
king, Avas, in after ages, verified ? 

Mauv. 1 sui)pose Ezra, and N’(‘heniiah and 
many others did “return Avith all their h(‘art and 
soul to (Jod, ill the land of their enemies,'’ and 
pray towards Jeriisah'in (like Daniel), else God 
would not have let them come bade, and build 
tlie city and 

Mama. Yes; but not merely did Tie thus ’ 
“incline their liearts to piety and peiiiteiiee," but, 
in tlic very Avords of this inspired ])raycr, “ He 
gave them compassion before tliose who carried 
them away captive." 

Did Artaxerxes, Cyrus and other princes, hy 
whom the “ Ioav estate " of tljo Jews Avas, hy 
God’s provideiiec, at length vioAved Avith commis- 
eration — “ send them away empty " to their long 
desolated land ? 

?dAU\. Ko. 1’heA" gaA'c them back many of 
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tiici*' prociouy vrs^vls for tompio ; mul 

OKiTTcd tb(‘ir lioatlioii p^ov< mors to be kiiul to, 
ni’<l lit'Ip tboiu. ^"oii toll! 1110 Ibis, ^^bon wo 
wcro speaking a])ont tlic Samaritans, a ml l!i(‘ir 
“ liimloring ” llic Jews, ami that making tbojii 
batofl aft(‘rwar<]s. 

AVoll rcmomboriMl. lUit on wliat 
gronmls, ^lary, nn>r<‘ ctrioacioiis far tliaii liiimaii 
I'onitoiico, or ulbly monareb's oom[:a^>i«>p — lioos 
Solomon, in tlio (‘onelusion <if liis iiisjorod ad- 
(' 'es . found bis nation's claim on th(‘ forbearance, 
and f irgivoiu'ss (J (lod ? 

id ARY. T]i<‘ii’ being Ills juoplc ami bis in- 
iKTitaneo, wboni lie Inougbt out of I’igypt* from 
tbo midst of tlio furnace* of iron,” ami “ M‘parat< d 
from among all tbc pec)j>Ic of tbo cariii.*' 

AiAUA. -\jid shall CJiristians besilale t(> adoj»l 
astlieir o^^n, on yet more conobisi^a' i k iiee, tin; 
same animating ground of c*oidl<leiiet; < Are 
ihctj not Clod’s *' people ” (in a luaiiner unknown 
even to tiic cbosen seed of Abraliam *’) u bom 
Tie liatb imrebasfd unto I lijiiself uitb tbo bb.od 
of Ids dear Son:' And is not ///nV s( paration 
(if indeed it Lave taken ] l:iee) iVom tJse ••<‘\il 
tbat is ill tbo world,” a distinction more* einiable 
and exbilaratliig far, tlian tbe temj.orarv ami ex- 
clusive “wall of partition,” ]»etween Jew and 
Creiilile (»f elil ? 



332 


MOKNINGS VViril MAMA- 


jA*t US, Oil tlio strongtli of these great and 
glorious privileges, accompany Solomon in the 
last and most imjiortaiit ])art of his petition, viz. 
that Cod would ‘'incline our hearts to him, to 
walk ill all his waj^s that he would '* not leave, 
nor forsake us,” hut that the suj)}>li cation tlius 
made l)y, and for us, "may he nigh unto the lAud 
our Cod, day and night. " 

JMary. Mama! 1 cannot help wondering liow 
" two and twenty thousand oxen ” coiihl he of- 
fered nj) at one time ; or why so many were re- 
quired. Surely God w'ould know the greatness 
of Solomon’s gratitude, without so many beasts 
lK.*iiig slain ! 

JMama. Two things are plain, Mary, from this 
hasty and inconsiderate remark of yours. First, 
you have not observed, tliat it was only on tlie 
clgltlh datj that tlie innumerable multitude suin- 
moiicid by Solomon, were disniisstd to their 
homes ; and secondly, tliat the expenditure of 
animals you are tempted to consider wasteful, in- 
cluded all whieh were slauglilcred during the 
time for the support of so many thousand people. 
If 3"ou had remembered that on an occasion 
of not greater (though possibly more general 
solemnity) — viz. the inauguration of David at IIc- 
hron) 340,0(10 Israelites liad assciiibhul around 
their king — any extent of provision \\hich could 
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bo dcdioaioJ T'v ]ain(-(’fy iiuinitlooTicc, to tlu* 
douh](‘ ])iirj>ose — (6'///Y///.vooiijoiiied iiitlio “]io;u*c- 
ofibrinf^s” on joyful occasions) — of a triimfo to 
IIcav(*n, and a festal iTinqiifd, for the assmibUd 
cor. i^roga lion — would not appear exaggerated. 

Tlie “ burnt-ofi\‘rings” (as [ liare before ex - 
plain(‘d to you) or xacri/irr — Iiad 

preceded tlu* in'ayt r of dcslioation ; and --a* 
si.: ted of .siie(‘p and ox(‘n tluit eoald in-i b(' 
".umbered for nraltltinle/' fnady gi'v<‘n, aeeording; 
( tliCir ability, by botii le.one.ndi and j)i'oj>le. 
J>ut in the si ibse^j non t aeeount of tlse b sl;d saeri- 
ficc'S, the **lat”oidy, of tlu* “ peaee-olfei ings,” is 
di.stinctly lucntioued as eousumed on the a!tar ; 
«and to such an extent did evfoilliis amourd, tliat 
the middle .s[>aee of the court was expressly 

hallowed'’ for its r(’c<']»*ion. 

INIary. \ iin h’l-stand now, 31ama ; and so 
I sliould liavc done before. I?iit 1 di»n’t 
know why the jjcoplo ar<* said to luive been sent 
away on the eiglith day, and yet the feast to have 
lasted fourte('n T 

Mama. It has heeii calculated, tliat two great 
feasts of the Jews, each containing seven days, 
'wore at this time lield together ; viz. the n(‘Wone 
called henceforward the dedication and that 
of Tahcniaeles, wliose actual piu'iod had arriv(‘,d. 
And it was on the eighth” of this latter f<‘ast 
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(whicli teniniiatcd the period (»f “ fourteen)” that 
the p('oplo, hlc'ssing and hh'ssed l)y tlicir inoiiarch^ 
joyfully returned to their hojnes. 

13ut Ave must hasten to the gracious ansAver 
AA'hich it pleased the (lod of heaven and earth to 
make to the prayer and su]»jdieation,” so de- 
voutly addressed to Him hy Solomon. What 
was its tenor ? 

Maiiv. Cod appeared to liim a second time, 
and said that lie had halloAved the liousc he 
had built, to put his name there for ever,” — and 
that “ Ifis eyes and llis heart should he there 
perpetually.” 

Mama. IMngnifieent promises, JMary ; coining 
from Him Avho, as Solomon truly saiil, keepeth 
covenant and mercy Avith his servants that walk 
before him with all their heart'* But Avas this 
condition at all lost sight of, in tlic reply of Him, 
with Avhom there is no variableness C 

Mary. No, JManui. If they turned from 
folloAving Gotl,” and AA^ould not keep his com- 
mandments, and Avent after other gods to Avorship 
them — He Avas to cut off Israel out of the land.” 
And Israel should be a proverb and a hy-AV^ord” 
among all people — and every one that passed 
that house Avhich AA-as so higli, should be aston- 
ished and hiss, and say, wdiy hath the Lord 
God done this unto this land, and this house ?’* 
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aMainii — lliis came friglitrully triu‘! 4(»>. |,]ius s:ivs 
tin- very lioinaiis tliouglit <lie iuu>t Lave 

provok<‘(l tlM'ir goils bejoiid inciisun' — to Le so 
liomidy piinislied. 

Mama. Alas I ^.Fary ! we need not go so far 
for exiim]»les, of .‘la ..i. 1 i iini.slinKait, as flu* de- 
generate JiAN.-- of our fiord’s time, or tlie infatuat- 
ed niulfciludi s wlu) ]>erisjn‘d (to avengi* Li., 
by Iieatlieii iiaml.s, c • jLe ]*olIuted iLxo- of Lis 
very teiiijde. Solomon — tlu^ pious (‘nliglitemxl 

raloinon — tin* autJior of iLe finest j)rayer evcT 
uttered by tin* lips of man — lived to Ik* Limself 
an idolater I find to be, by (be pivflietid dismem- 
berment of Li.s son's iviog'L m — tlie first exam]>lc 
of rctributiv<‘ justice under tlie e9v<‘n;;nl li(‘ Lad 
broken ! 

Our diificul ty in eoueei>ing tin's, and similar 
outrageous de]}artuiit*s from knf>\\n <]wly in ixLers 
— only juoves cur v<*ry limiud knonledgt* of 
ourselves; and bad sueli not been recordixL of 
even eminent Sa’ii)lure ebaraeters, it is doul>tful 
wlictber tlie extent <d* biimau depravity would 
ever have flashed wholesome Ijut painful e<»iivic- 
tion on the reliietaiit mind of n;an. 

Of this leluetanec 1 am iny.s<‘lf a jiroof, in the 
willingiKvss with whieli 1 would have closed the 
record of the life of ISolomon, with the edifying 
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scene^ in wliicli wc linve seen liiiii take so exalted 
a j)art. 

But tlic f!^*eat moral lesson afforded, by the 
apostacy and defection — (at tlie suggestion of 
heathen •wives) of him wdioin, in this chapter, 
we find too scrupulous, to permit his 2)roscIyted 
Egy])tian queen to reside within the precincts of 
the holy city — is recorded for the rcju’oof and 
conyiction” of generations iiiiborn ; and is one 
of the many inspired comments on that most 
frequently fprgotten, and therefore most necessary 
of Scripture admonitions — lie not high-minded, 
but fear.” 
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Lesson. — 1st I':*! Cliaptcis \. jind xi. 


1'Iary. 3I;inui ; lain sorrv, likr you, 

that wc could not end tlit‘ history ol' Soloiuoj,. 
■with his dedication of tin* tcnijdi*. !‘\)r thonjjfli 
it is pleasant to hoar of his pTatness, and f»r l):e 
Queen of Sheba coininp^ so far to admin* his A\i^* 
doin — it is all spoiled by his forsaIviiij>^ (»od, ainl 
n ors]jip]>ing idols. 

[Mama. That he ever absolutely forsook and 
renounced the Ciod of his falln r, the (lod oC 
heaven and earth,” whom he had invoked in tin* 
presence of assoiuhled thousands — and proel aimed 
to the distant Kinjrs of 'J yrc and the lsl»‘s”— 
seems an extent of folly and wirkedness, ineonsis- 
tentwith (*vcn the temporal forhearanei; (‘xereised 
towards him hy that fJod, for tlic ^;ak(‘ of his 
^^oath to David.” Dut Ihe toleration, .and ooun- 
tcnanco, aflbrdcd hy one so apparently “rooted 

2 a 
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;ni(] "rounded in tlie faitli” of Jeliovali — to the 
impure rites of liis iioatheii wives, and tlieir adop- 
tion into rcA^oltiii" conjunction, witli tlje service of 
Him, in wlios(‘ siobt the heavims are not clean, 
and wlio chargeth His angels with folly” — amply 
justifies, to eveiy mind, the rending away’* from 
the now apostate line of David, of the bulk of 
their profaned, and forfeited kingdom. 

But b(‘forc advancing to the melancholy con- 
clusion of a lite, which he who had thus misused 
it, might well pronounce to bo vanity and vexa- 
tion” — we must go back to gather, were it only 
for the j)ur]>ose of salutary contrast — from the 
last three verses of the former chapter, some 
indication of the sources and amount of the ex- 
cessive wealth b}" which the heart of Solomon 
seems to have been, at length, corrujded, and 
turned aside.” Indeed the riches here enumer- 
ated, were more than indiret;tly, a “ snare” to 
their possessor ; since of that pomj) and magnifi- 
cence, for which they afforded tlie means, the 
multij)licity of “ strange women” by whom his 
heart wtis fatally alienated — formed a customary 
eastern branefi — wives (many of whom never 
belield tlieir nominal master) being there ‘^multi- 
plied” by great people, like horses, elephants, or 
other animals kept for parade and state. 
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Mary. JMam.% wliore was ()])Lir/* from 
wliicli Solomon's sliips bronj^Iit all that (juantity 
of ^old ? Is it any place known now ? 

Mama. Its precise situation Mary, has ocev- 
pied more pa^es than W'e can afford to bestow on 
it words. It lias naturally excited the curiosity 
of the learned, and the cupidity of the merchant ; 
and some have supposed the Island of Socotra on 
the coast of Africa, and others thiit of Ceylon, on 
the shores of India, to have been tiie Ophir'' of 
tliM Bible. But among the many lights which 
have been thrown on Scripture gcograjdiy by 
modern travels — those of Bruce especially, in the 
little known regions of Africa — may be included 
the idea, (sanctioned by the most eminent modern 
geograjdiers) that to reach the wealthy 02>hir** 
the shi])s h.ad only to proceed along the nortluTn 
and westi'rii shores of Africa, as far as the region 
still retaining the significant name of the “gold 
coast” — a voyage much more adapted to the in- 
fant state of navigation, than crossing the ocean 
to the distant shores of India. The length of 
time occupied, viz. three years — ^lias been satis- 
factorily accounted for by the great difficulties 
presented to unskilful navigators, by the currents 
and monsoons of the intervening seas ; and tliougli 
no point of doctrine or inference of consequence 
is happily involved in the discussion — the cluei- 
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(lation of Scripture localities iimst ever ]:)e an in- 
teresting adjunct to more important inquiries. 

^^Elotli,*’ and Ezion-Geber” to whicli we arc 
told in tile corresponding part of CJironicIes, 
Solomon went in person, to establislj, conjointly 
with the more experienced merchants of Tyre — 
this lucrative traffic — were cities on the lied Sea, 
which had boon conquered by his father from 
Edom ; ^vhen that whole country (in a passage 
we have accidentally left out) was subdued by 
David, and his general Joab. 

ITow remarkably llary, do all these successive 
conquests, achieved by the armies of the (j|od of 
Israel — verify the prediction uttered by the Psal- 
mist — while yet himself an outcast and fugitive — 
as to the final extinction as kingdoms, of the 
rebel states of Edom’' and “ Philistia of which 
last, after his rcjicated victories, we hear little 
more in »Scripture. Of the more pacific parts of 
the same prophecy, as to the gifts” of the 
Kings of the Isles,” we have liad a literal ful- 
filment, not only in the supplies furnished by 
^^Iluram’' for the building of the temple — but 
a voluntary present of six score talents of gold.” 
And we arc no^v to trace, in the celebrated per- 
sonal visit of the Queen of Sheba, — ^not only a 
striking general coincidence with the glowing 
language of the 72d Psalm — but a literal accom- 
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])lisliinoiit ofilsiuiiiutoand rcniiirlvaljlc expression 
— One sli.all biiiig liini of tli(‘ gold of Slieba** — 
indicating that some individual, of suifieicnt em- 
inence to he thus designated — should lie the 
hearer of the homage. 

In whose person do avc find this fulfilled? 

Mary. The ‘M^ueen of JSheha" of course — 
where was her kingdom ^ 

Mama. This is as little agreed on, my dear, 
as the site of Ophir.” Jos(‘j)hus, and tln^ Jews 
generally say it was in Africa, and the modern 
Ahyssinians, hy claiming her as tludr sovereign, 
countenance fhe traditionary helief. lint the more 
general opinion of the learned is in favour of 
Aridiia — a country famous for spices” as well 
as for the camels” hy wliich they were home — 
a conjecture Avhicli agrees with the epithet be- 
stowed on licr hy our Lord, of Queen of the 
South.” 

Do you remember for wdiat she is placed hy 
him in advantiigeous contrast with the genera- 
tion” Avhoin he addressed ? 

M A R Y. Because she ^^came from the uttermost 
ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon” 
— and th(;y AM)iild not hearken to a greater” 
wdio was ‘‘ here” among them. 

Mama, l^ct us beware, Mary, lest we share 
their condcninatiou ; and while seeking to draw 
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iiistrucllon fioni events aiul clnvaclors the most 
remote — overlook, or misuse oj>|>orluiiItics oi‘ edi- 
fication arising in our own daily history and ])atli. 

]lut Avhat part of the fame of Solomon was it, 
that attracted this distant j^rincess, and fjjaiued for 
her the commendation of our Saviour ? 

Maiiv. It was “ concerning the name of tlic 
Lord,*’ that she came to prove him with hard 
questions,” and communed with him of all that 
was in her heart.” 

r>lA:»r A. If there he any truth in the former, 
and national tradition, which ])laces the site of 
her reign in remote Afiica — and ascrilxjs to her 
the conversion of her Ahyssiniaii subjects — how 
strikingly is here verified the Psalmist’s predic- 
tion, of Lthiojda shall jxt stretch out her hands 
unto (rod !” Oj-, if wc adopt the otlnu' opinion, 
of her being an Arabian jn-incess, descended from 
Ahraham by his wife Keturali, (by v.hosc son, 
named “ Sln*ha,” the country was first peopled,) 
how pleasing is it to trace, in one ev(‘n remotely 
sprung frojn the family of the “ friend of Cod” — 
a desire to be belter instructed in the patriarchal 
faith, of which some faint tradition might have 
been there pniserved ! 

Be this as it may — slie Avas not disappointed 
in her pursuit of the wisdom, for wliicli she freely 
bartered the most precious products of her realm. 
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:iih 1 — lilvo Lim from whom slio came to 

imhiho it — she justly ooiisith'red to he more 
‘‘^‘recious than ru])ies, and the gain thereof than 
line gold.” In wliat tenns does she (‘Xpress tliis 
eonvieiioii, in her parting address to Solomon ? 

IHl A R Y. “ I ia]>]>y are tliese men, thy servants, 
A'.hieli stand eonlimially before tliee and hear thy 
^^i^dom !’ 

iilessed he tlie Lord tliy Clod, which deliglit- 
ed in tlu‘(‘ to set thee on tlie throne of Israel — 
tlie’ ^doHi he made thee hing, to do judgment and 
jusiit^e.'’ Jdama ; this puts me in mind of the 
j)icturc in your great Bihle, called the “judg- 
ment of Solomon.’' I used to he half afraid to 
look at it when a child ; hccausc I thought the 
litthi hah}' in the ])icture wtis to he cut in two. 
When did the thing hajipen ? 

?Jama. Our transition (for more important 
ohjects) at once from the hook of Samuel to that 
of Chronicles, and consequent omission of the 
earlier and corresponding chapters of Kings — 
made us overlook this singular domestic incident; 
which is recorded as having taken place imme- 
diately after the gift of wisdom from above, was 
conferred on l>olomon. 

Do you remember the particulars of the story? 

?yTauy. Oh ! yes ; they wxro too strange to be 



314 


rJOR KINGS WITH MAMA. 


forgot. Two womon living in one liouse, qnarn l- 
led about wliosc cliikl had been ov(‘ilai(l ; and as 
botli wanted the living one, and nobody could 
tell whose it really was, Solomon in eteiuh'd to 
order it to be divided hetwoen them. But the 
real mother begged him for Cod’s sake to do no 
such thing ; as she would rather go without it 
than see it murdered before her eyes. 

Mama. Exactly. I sec you are mistress, in 
your own way, of the leading <*ircumstances of 
this singular decision, so creditable to the dis- 
ceninicnt of Solomon. I will tell you in return, 
a little Jewish legend (of tin; many jwese rved in 
their “ traditions” about the same monarch) ; in 
which, if inte, (which 1 am far from asserting) — 
somewliat of the same acuteness was manifested. 

The Queen of &'heba, it is said, among other 

hard questions” of a more solemn and dignified 
cast, with which she “proved” 8oh>mon, defied 
him, at the farcAvell banquet, given by him on her 
departure — to distinguish betw (;en tw o garlands, 
one of natural, the other of fictitious fio>vcrs — 
w^oven by her attendant damsels. The eye of the 
monarch was comiiletely baffled by the resem- 
blance ; but his characteristic sagacity only shone 
the more conspicuous, lie ordered the lattices of 
the liall, on pretence of heat — to be opened ; and 
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llio 1)CCS thus iutuiitt(‘d from the ad jiicont gardens 
— at once detected the iinposturc;, by settling ex- 
clusively on th(‘ir natural food. 

JMary. Thank you, Mama. I did not think 
artiticial flowers had been as old as Solomon ; 
and I shall never sec any now without thinking 
of this 2)]*(itty story. 

Hut no wonder the queen went away aston- 
ished at Solomon’s magnificence^ a', well as his 
'wisdom ! It quite dazzles one only to read of it. 

UAMA. Yes, IMary ; were not all this we.altli 
attended with the depressing consciousness, (be- 
fore alluded to) that to its unwholesome and cor- 
rupting influx and effects — Solomon ultimately 
owed the loss of God’s favour to himself, and of 
tlie kingdom to his posterity. To cxee(‘d all 
the kings of the earth for riches and wisdom” — 
is indeed to be placed on a i>onlous eminence ! 
And if even the judgment and integrity of a Solo- 
mon, proved unequal to sustain him on it — how 
little can human elevation be an object of legiti- 
mate envy or desire ! 

AYe must now come to the immediate cause of 
this melancholy declension — not only that exces- 
sive monopoly of wdvqs by an individual, by 
which the wonderful equality in numbers between 
the two sexes, established by Providence for en- 
suring the primitive institution of marriage, is 
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often in eastern countries “made of none eftcct” — 
but the selection of them by Solomon from among 
those C-anaaiii to idolaters, with wliom it had been 
expressly forbidden the Israelites to form connex- 
ions — and of whom they had been emphatically 
warned, that they would “ surely turn away 
their heart after their gods.’* 

Mary. That they did, IVIama ! One can 
searci*!}’’ believe it is Solomon, who could “ go 
after** “ Astaroth,*’ and “ Milcom,*’ and “ Che- 
mosh,’* and all the other abominations’* — and 
even build high places for them, opposite the very 
temple of Jerusalem I 

Mama. Ay, Mary; and on what ^^hill’* 
think you, were these iniquitous shrines erected? 
Even on that “JVlount of Olives,” where a “greater 
than Solomon*’ contemplated Jerusalem, and wept 
over yet uncommitted sins, more “ scarlet” still 
in their dye, than the apostacies of the now no 
longer idolatrous Jews ! 

But do you remember the peculiarly offensive 
character in the eyes of the Lord, of “ Moloch” — 
the idol whose temple crowned tlic summit of 
Mount Olivet ; — or the odious nature of the rites, 
for wdiicli the adjacent valley of “ Tophet,” or 
“ Ilinnoni” — was devoted to utter desolation by 
an indignant (Jod ? 

Mary. Was not that the idol the Jews 
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iiiaclc! tlieir childniii pass through the fire to, 
or burnt them alive, as you told me they did in 
that j)lacc long after ? 

Mama, "rjie same, Mary ; and if the saeri- 
ficcs,” by whieh the wives of the infatuated old 
king propitiated these monsh'rs, were at all akin 
to those described by the prophets — no wonder 
the outraged ]\fajesty of heaven and eartii was 
angry with Solomon !” 

Mary. It was much more ^vonderful, I think, 
iiat God did not strike him dead immediately, 
instead of sparing his lif(‘, and leaving him the 
kingdom all his days, for his father's sake. 

Mama. It is the nature of the Divine mercy 
and forbearance, Mary, always to transcend our 
finite comprehension. And if we may trust to 
the deeply affecting warnings scattered through- 
out the latc'r w riting's of Solomon, respecting the 
mischit'fs attendimt on unhallowed connexions — 
such as the mouth of strange w^omen is a deep 
pit; he that is abhorred of the Lord shall Jail 
therein — and, “ I find more hitter than death the 
woman wdiose heart is snares and nets, and her 
hands as bands : whoso pleaseth God shall escape 
from her, but he that sinneth shall be taken by 
her;" — and subjoin to this hard -wrung testimony 
of a convicted conscience. " He that covereth his 
sins shall not prosper, hut whoso confesseth and 
J'orsakcih them slnll have mercy — it may be in 
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our power to hope, witli some, tluit ponitoiico iikiii 
to liis illustrious father’s^ avcrt(‘(l from liis o^vn 
head th.e pounl oonsequeuces of guilt. But, like 
liis father’s, it was not destined to go unpunished ; 
for, from this time forth, his htdoi-e jwosperous and 
pacific reign is disturbed by continual and harass- 
ing insurrections. 

Passing over the earlier of these, under “ lla- 
dad ” and “ llezon,” and the galling circumstance 
of the former being liarlioiired and encouraged 
under the roof of Solomon's own Egyptian father- 
in-law — what feature did you observe in the de- 
nunciation of the God whom he had offended, 
calculated to make the rending away ” of his 
hereditary kingdom more gri<;vous {ind painful ? 

JMaiiy. It wns to be given to his servant.” 
That meant “ Jereboam,” did it not ? I see here 
all about Ahijali promising him ten tribes ; and 
you kiiOAV we referred to it long ago, when you 
first began to explain the Bible to me. 

Mama. Yes, Mary, w'c have now reached, 
(after many interesting, and I trust not wholly 
unprofitable, conversations) the point of Scripture 
at which w’c originally set out ; though my ran- 
dom selection for our first readings, of an isolated 
portion of holy writ, has obliged us sometimes to 
retrace our steps, in an awdew^ard manner, which 
I have often since regretted. 

I am not sure, however, that though chronolo- 
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gictil order and convenience would have dictated 
(had J foreseen their extent) a different arrange- 
ment of our joint studies — the important end of 
the gradual unfolding of scrij»tural truth, would 
liavc been materially advanced by a more regular 
course of proceeding. 

llie liook of “ Kings,” with whicli we acci- 
dentally commenced, contaiiis much ctf lively 
iiarration,attractive to the taste, and .ulapted to 
the comprehension of childhood ; and was there- 
well calculated to awaken the interest whicli 
it >vas my chief object to excite. yf)ur own 
choice and wdshes next led us to explore the 
wanderings of the children of Israel in the wilder- 
ness ; and the wondrous things out of (lod’s 
law,” which w ere thus made to pass before us,” 
—not only adinilled of, but required that deeper 
and more spiritual apj dication, of which advanc- 
ing age had made j^ou caj)able. The Books of 
Joshua” and ‘Sludges,” again, by their chequer- 
ed and narrative character, and occasional obscu- 
rities, served to exercise the aw^akened spirit of 
enquiry, wdiich habit and experience had fostered ; 
and to pave the way for the satisfactory, and 1 
trust not delusive evidence of a maturer judgment 
in spiritual things, manifested during our joint 
investigation of the histories of David and Solo- 
mon. With these, wc shall now bid adieu to the 

2h 
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01(1 Testament ; and if life and leisure arc grant- 
ed, turn to the j>orusal of the hlesscd ])ag(‘s of 
the New, Avith all the advantages for tlu ir study, 
afforded by increased acquaintance with the pre- 
paratory dispensation hy which they were uslier- 
ed in. 

That any diristian, as too many do, should 
hal>itually neglect and undervalue that portion of 
Holy AVrit, out of whose “ good treasure” our Lord 
liiinself disdained not i>erpetually to bring forth 
for the edification of his hearers, things new and 
old — (“ old in their venerable authority — 

new ” in his exquisite adaptation of them to 
passing events and circumstances) — has always 
seemed to me voluntarily to forego an inesti- 
mable source, both of instmetion and pleasure. 
Nor can, indeed, most parts of the incw T(\sta- 
ment, the epistles csj^ecially, be even intelligible, 
without intimate familiarity with the Jewish 
Scriptures. 

To these epistles, the easier at least among them, 
I hope, ere long, to direct your attention ; when a 
review — as detailed at least, as we have bestowed 
on the biograidiies of mere human beings — shall 
have heightened our reverence and deepened our 
love, for the perfect character of that Lord,” 
who, to borrow tlie exj^ressive phrase of Solomon 
— “ in ver// deed dwelt among men.” 
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In llic niejmtinic, I know net tlnit wo can 
more improssivcl}^ or ai>pro])riatt‘]y close our pre- 
sent course of study, than l)y adopting]; as its ter- 
mination, the hcautiful words of “ siastos,” 
in which Solomon, under the title of tlie Preach- 
er” — (one Avliich he had lived to consider more 
hoiiourahle than lhat of the mightiest monarch) 
records his solemn protest against all the “ vanity 
ofvanities ” wiiich he had “ found under (he sun 
exhorts to thiit rememhering of the ('rcator 
I • tl.o da3"S of 3"outh,” which he had before de- 
clared to he the hegiiming of wisdom dc- 
scril)es with a force of imagery, which has heen 
the admiration of successive ages, the loosing 
of the silver cord,” Jind breaking of the golden 
bowl at the fountain,” indicative of the final de- 
cay of tJiat curious but perishable fabric, the 
earthly taheriiaclc of our race ; and after summing 
up in ^‘fearing (iod and keeping tin' command- 
ments,” the whole duty of man” — leaves to 
those, who, like himself, ma}’^ have ]>een seduced 
from the paths of godliness, — the awful admoni- 
tion, that (lod will bring every work into 
judgment, witli every secret thing, whether it be 
good, or whctlicr it be evil.” 
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all tli<; wicked km«s tliat had liid ttiVuiselves in a 
cave” tor fear <d‘ him. 

Mama. Stop, Mary. J could not lielp hciii^- 
struck with a <‘oinci<Iem*o. Are theie any future 
oneinies of (Jod and Ilis Christ, of whose condiu t 
and catastrophe this incident may profitably r<*- 
inind yon? Of what p*4*at(*r ((ei<pn*ror did we 
say .loshua was a tyj)er 

Mauy. Of our Saviour, Mama, and I know 
now whom you mean ; you are thinkin/nr of the 
hij J ^<iy\ and the wicked calling- on tin* r(K‘ks t<i 
Clever them from the face of the Lord and the 
wrath of the Lainh.” 

Mama. You are quite right. Mary ; and with 
as little success, alas ! will they se(‘k that fruitless 
fefugo, as the kings meutioued hei (‘, did the iiii- 
availing shelter of the cave of* Makkedah ! Fanci- 
ful inter])reters of Si*riptiire mi^jflit <‘V(‘u ]uirsu(^ 
Vhe parallel, and s(»e in the stern though vvhole- 
^ttie severity of .loslnia, l)y which the feet of 
his eaptains w<'n^ placed on the necks of these 
jiroud “ defiers of tJie Lord,” a foretaste* of the 
future humiliation of His enemies, and the exalt- 
ation of those saints’’ over whom, for a season, 
they may have? been permitteid te) triumph. 

Did this signal cliastise^memi move to suhmis- 
P|*;>n any of the remiaiiiiiig Canaanite nations? 
an*' * M?v. Oh, no! in the very next chajiter we 
‘ ^ V 
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hav4‘ another Jeairne of wicked kin^s against Is- 
rael, just as if nothing had ]iaj»|)eiied. 

Mama. And ii(»thing am )ia]>[n‘ii which, to 
thos(‘ >vIioin God lias jiidhaally abandoned to a 
re])rohat(» mind, will prove a siithc.ient or sea- 
sonable warning. 

JMauy. Blit, though it says Jiere “ it ^vas of 
the Lord to harden their lioarts that they shonld 
come against Israel in battle, that IFe might de-, 
stroy them utterly,” yon explained to me hefori’ 
(about Pharaoh) that God hardened nobody, only 
left them to tlnmisclves, when incorrigibly Avicked* 

Ma:ma. And what does the verse go on to in- 
fer iniglit have h<*en the result of a different con- 
duct; of humbly suing for peace, like the inhabit- 
ants of Gibeon, insti'ad of coming against Israel 
in battle?’ 

Maiiy. Oh ! they miglit perhaps have “ found 
favour.” That s(*enis to say if even Canaanites ■ 
could have repent(*d, God had not quite shut the 
door of mercy on (hem. But we hear of noin*' 
that did, Mama, and yet tliere wen* Canaanites, 
you put me in mind, living in Judea in our Lord’s 
lim<^ 

Mama. Yes, Mary; in consijcpience of that 
very different and unsanctified spirit of toleration 
f»y which the Israelites were prompted, not onlv' 
to sparer tin* lives of God’s impenitenf enemies, b 
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to u'itli llicni iinliiilhiwed all i mi (O'*, lo iiui- 

iato ihoir idolatries, find adojif llieir vice^. 

It is tlie lujst answer lo the favouriU* remark of 
seolters, on tin? sn])posed feroeitv with wliieli I lie 
t x(*entiori of (jJod’s decrees uiust have iiisjiin'd the 
Iratdiles, that in every juissihle ea^(» tiu*s(‘ iia willing' 
exenitioners were hist too ready to lrnstra<«' or 
evade their wholesome severity; while to those 
disj»os(‘d to (jiK'stion its necessity, a standing- 
rejily hiis heeii furnished in the gnH‘dy adoption, 
* ) ihe&e too lenient coiHjuerors, of every error 
and <Miorniity for which God had coinniissioned 
tliem to sweep the Canaaiiites from the (^ontaini- 
natc'd earth. 

As a proof of this, we have only to reineinh<»r 
that it was, in fifter ag(‘s, the wtirshiji of tlhTt v(*ry 
‘‘ Qneeii of In'aven” (or the moon), the favourite 
go<ldoss of the Canaaiiites, which chi(‘fly moved 
God to lead into captivity the d(*scendants of those 
'ery Jews; whom at His command, we have seen 
the false deity of (Uinaaii c.oin polled to assist, hy 
her “ handmaid” liglit, in the slanghtt'i* of her own 
deluded votaries. 

Mary. 1 am cpiite satislied now, Alania, that 
it was right to cut ofl* those- wicked peojile, but it 
seems cruel to.liurt tin* poor hors(»s. Why were 
^liey to hc^ lamed by the Israelites ? 

Mama. Simply because no less decisive mea- 
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Mirt‘ utf'ijil iMcveiiti**! lliat prtnul iuhI still- 

ii{*{ ki‘}| t'lo!!! |»!ii<'in£;’ (as altcT- 

wards all tlioir in ciuinols and 

koi’srs, ajuliivit in tlic Lm' d of Hosts.” it is llioiii^lit, 
too, tliat in tin* jjroliilntioii In “nudtijdy liorsns,’’ 
God luoi ilu* {‘nitlii r iriorcifiil view of ])rest*rvii)f]5', 
for tlio jiiain<onai;r<‘ of tin* “ many titonsaiids of Is- 
rarl, " tiiat |vorfion of tlio |>rodni*c of a limited 

territory wJiirli, in later times {nnd(‘r their osten- 
tations kind's), was usurped by tlnfir innninerable 
establisliiiients of Jiorses. I an) i^lad to call your 
atteiitioii to tlies<‘ particulars, to shew yon, (thanks 
to tile iearii(*d men who have ])atiently investij^ated 
the snhj(‘ct,) the foiindatioe. not only in Divine au- 
tiicn’ity, but in worhlly.wiMlom, (if many of 
tin* most .‘.p[;;irently insipnificant and aibitrary 
jn*ec(‘i»ts of tlse jVfosaic dis[K*nsation. Nothing 
could apjKu.r more natural or immaterial than that 
the con(ji!erois of (’anaaii s!ionl<l kee]) alive and 
a|v])ixopriate the liorses of their enemies. 15ui 
(as w(* know was tin? cas(*) hy so doing, they 
either encro:ieln‘d midnJy on human subsistence in 
a thickly jn-opled country, or, what was far worse, 
came to sid»stitutt? “ trust in eliariots and horses,” 
tor eonfidenc(» in an Almighty defender, even oiir 
finite iiinh'rsfaiidings can be made at once to per- 
c ive ili(' jn oj)ri(*ty of tin* sacrifice. If not a spary. 
row hills to tin* ground without the permission 
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uiirijfu\ only Fatlior, siiri* wa Jiif, or may la;, 
that th(‘ slau^’htor of a wliole host of 
animals was not oiijoiiiod or permitted bid for wise 
anti sufficient r<‘asons. 

Let us treasure up and apply the example, 
when a prohibition, at first as litth* understotKi by 
us, <‘(»iiies athwart <»ur own >vaywartl taste*' and 
int‘li nations ; and acqiiiesct^ in this, as in ^T<‘ater 
matters, in the arraiigtnnents of Jliiii who alone 
Ivoovvs vA'hat is g’ood fin* man all the tlays of liis 
» • i life, which he spendtd.li as a shadt>w." 
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1^1. ■"''t.N. — ( 'haplov \\ lii. to \t‘rM‘ lOlli ; (''ha}>lor xxi. 
i'diii u Jlst (o the I'lid : ( 'liapter xxii. 


Al AttV. ltav<‘]<‘ft out sf»ni(j t‘]ia]»ters, I ssoi*, 

.U:mia: tiicy full of* iu»thiri&;’ !>iil iiaint^s of 

)»la<'t‘s, aii.'i. for that nsisoii, J suppose, you have 
iiiaue ni{‘ |’;>s them over. 

V<'s. Aiary; heeaust? 1 tluHif^ht ♦our 
linu* iiu'o-lif he ]iion‘ jtrofitahly <*mploye(l, than in 
flic nieft' ei!u;mj'ati<ni of the ilistriets assig’iierl 
hy Joshua to the vjirious trihes the children of 
Israel. Yet, as we learn that this division took 
place (thouL'h hy lot) inider tlie iiinnediale sane 
fitm and Miperintendence of («od, it will furnish 
us with a wonderlnl coiTohoratlc*n of the prophetic 
sjtirit inipartt'd hy Him to his servants Jacob and 
Al<»ses, to compare (on the authority of h^arinul 
intui) the exa<'{ ctmforiiiity helween the actual in- 
heritam-e of each of the twelv(‘ trihes, and that 
pr<'dictt*d to them hy the dyin^' patriarchs. Loo) 
hack and see what, is said at the \lix, chapter./^ ' 
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(iiMif.sis vt‘rs<* 1 1 til, of llio lot of the tribe of 
Jiidali. 

Afxiiv. “ his foie inito the vine, aiid 

his ass s colt liiito the elioice vine ; he washed his 
,j»arinents in wine, and liis clothes in the blood of 
fi^rajK's. Mis eyes shall b<? red with M ine, and liis 

teeth M'hite Avith iniiivc" 

Mama. iAiid how was this strictly fnllilled ? 
15y the assij>iinient to the tribe of Jiidali of a 
■ .‘untvy renoxvned for tlie <‘xcellence of its vines 
«:i(l pasture fi^roiinds. Go on, before qiiittiiip^ the 
projduH'y of Jacob, and se<? what it says of Zebu- 
Ion and Asher. 

AIaky. “ Zidnilon shall dwell at the* haven of 
the sea, and he shall bi» for an haven of shijis.” 

Mama. And so it was, Alary ; a country abound- 
ing^ in sea-ports, having fallen to the lot of this 
tribe ; of \virn*h Moses also, in his dyini*' Ixuiedic- 
tion, says, it shall ‘‘ suck of the abuiKlaiice of the 
seas.” Is there any tiling remarkable in Jacob’s 
ilescription of the portion of Aslier ? 

JVIary. “ Out of Asher his bread shall be /h/, 
he shall yield riiyal dainties.” 

Mama. \V''hi<*h Mos(»s corrolioratt's by this 
strong expr(»ssion, “ he shall dip his foot in oil.” 
Could any t hi 11^5- more decisively indicate a dis- 
trict, fertile, w«» are told, beyond others, in the 
fruit of the olive ? lint, not satisfied with this 
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coincidoiici;, Mdsos adds id* Aslior, thy siioos 
shall bd iron and brass;” both id* which ]>rodnc- 
tioiis ancient ^eofj^raphers prove to have abounded 
in the rich inheritance (d* Asher. 

The. coin])arison, Avere it necessary, might lx* 
])nrsned through nearly all tlx* separate alhdinents 
of which any ])aiticnlars have come down to us. 
But Ave Avill content ourselves Avith the most re- 
markable, because least likely to have a natural 
fullilnient. AVdiat portion ditl the dying Jacob 
assign to his two sons, Simeon and Loau ? 

ISIah V. None, Mama ; how strange ! J le seems 
too angry to jiromise them any tiling. 

Mama. Yes ; for their cruelty to the Sheche- 
niites. And wliat Avas the fate piedi<*4ed alike to 
both by their incen.sed parent, at Averse 7th ? 

Mauy. ‘‘ I Avill diridc them in Jacob, and 
scatter them in Israel.” Did this ha]>]>en to both ? 

IVIaaia. Yes, but in a sense so widely diUerent, 
that none but lie avIio overrules the expressions 
of his insjured servants could have (uisured its 
fuliilinent by means so opposite. The tribe of 
8im(x>n never had a distinct territory allotted to 
it, but Avas desired to take possession of the 
redundant space which partiality had at first as- 
sigin*d to Judah ; Avhile the Levites (as we are 
about to s(‘e) werif dispersed by tin* exjiress com- 
mand id’ God, as meie .sojourners” amid t he othei' 
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trilM's, :is tin* toiiaiits of llis IxMiiily and ininisters 
o< j|is S>o yon ronoMnlu*!' liow tin* Lo- 

vilos had i-jovailcd fo |»ro(*iir<‘ l‘oj‘ llioinscdvos this 
“ instead of {Ik* onrsc” ]>ronounc(*d on 

th.*i!' hy Jacol) ; under wliicli Simeon Avas]>ermit- 
t»*d to remain a dis|K‘rsed and seatter(‘(r tribe? 

AJ-xnv'. Was ithecan'.<‘ M<>ses and Aaron Avrre 
“ s(Ois of L(‘vi.” ami all their ehildren ]>riests? 

iVi \MA. Not r/// tlieir ehildren surely? Alary ; 
ne\h('r ^ loses nor ///s d(?se(*rdants had any claim 
to ;iie priesthood, which reinaim'd lit the sinf^le 
family of Aaron. It was, on tlie ccmtrary, by 
their deeid(*d oj»position to the xi// of Aaron, — by 
their holy immolation of th<^ offenders in tin* mat- 
ter of the ^’olden calf, that tin* trila* (ff Levi 
(*arned the hh'ssint'* of the Alost High, and the 
privilege <»f being to their remot(;st j>ost(*rity tlu* 
special p('<>j»le ( f the L<n d ; dispers<Ml as the “ salt 
of the ea.rth” among their l)rethren, who were en- 
joined to cheri**!! and entertain them in all their 
dwellings/’ as they valued the favour of their God. 

We are now bronght by this, 1 hope not un- 
proiitable review of the substance of the chapters 
omitted, to the immediate subject of on r present 
reading. Wliat do we learn from tin* twenty-first 
cha])ter ? 

* AIaky. 'J’he allotment f»f 4^^ cities and their 
.hiirhs for the LevitO'^ to livt* in, all over Israel : 
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iiistetul ii country to f hfinsrlves, as tin* rosl ot 
the trihcs had. 

Mama. To yon and ino, Mary, it u'onld natu- 
rally aj^pear that tliey wcn^ scattered to live “ all 
over Israel,*’ as yon call it. IJiit wiser |)eoj)h‘ 
have reinailv(‘d that the greater jmrt of the cities 
thus set aj»art for the hallow(‘d residence (of the, 
priests especially), lay in the ]>ortion of territory 
nearest to, and snrronndint^ Jerusalem — that which 
in after times comj)rised the favonn‘d kingdom 
of Jndah ; tlins seenrinp^ to the two faithful tribes 
an ahnndant snj»]dy of ministers, and preserving* 
the peculiar servants of God from the alternative 
<d’ eitlu*r sharing tin* idolatry of Jeroboam, or be- 
ing desjioiled by that wicked tyrant of their law- 
ful j>ossessions. lint that even he might not be 
left “ witlnnit a witness,*’ to testify against him 
and his rebellion ; abundance of faithful teachers 
remained in Isra(d to render inex<-usable his tak- 
ing nj)on him to make “ pri<»sts,’' — a light thing 
indeed in one who has alreacly set up an impious 
niariufac ture of gods ! 

TJie Jiovites being thus installed without a blow 
in their j)eaceful inheritance, the same blessing 
s<?(Mns to have restcKl for a tiim? on all the other 
tribes. With M’hat iiaj>py, and to them most un- 
won tt^d, state of things, <lo<*s the first chapt 
conclude ? 
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Mauv. And tin* Lord gavo unto tiioni rost 
round about ; according* to all that In* swaro unto 
tlu‘ir t'atliors. And tlu»r<* stood not a man of all 
llioir oiiemies boforo fliouj, — the .L(»rd dostroyod 
all tiioir oneniics unto tboir liand. There failed 
intt onf»]it of any fi^oiKl thing- Avhieh the Lord had 
spoken unto the house of Israel ; all eame to 
pass.” 

Mama. And thus, h't ns ever r(‘un‘Tnber, would 
tin*' ha. e continued to be preserved and siipjM»rl- 
ed, had they, on tlu'ir part, obst‘rved the sinijde. 
and ajipareiitly ea^y conditions, of fearing and 
serving the Lord. But what j>ortion of these 
tribes docs the twenty-second chaptiT rej)r(»sent 
Joshua as sp(*cia]Jy exhorting to this course of 
faith and ob(*<lience ? 

Mary. Tin* lleubenitcs, and Gadites, and half 
tribe of Manasseh. 

Mama. And what made ihvlr adherence to duty 
and the worship of Jehovali especially precarious? 

Mary. Because they lived on the other side 
of Jordan, far from 8hiloh, and surroniided by 
heathens. 

Mama. Bight. Then for what reason had the 
fighting men anifuig them hitherto accompanied 
their br(*thren ? 

Mary. Oh! yon remember Moses told them 
. would be a shanu*. iioav that they were comfort- 
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al»Jy settifil, if <Ii<l iio< lirip utlior trilM*.- 
to coiHiuor tlicir iiilu'ritanct*. 

AIa.aia. i am c'lad yon rorolKu tcMl tins ; and I 
shall rt'joice stiil nioro, if, in tin* sj}irit oi* this Indy 
fratornal conduct, yon, niy dear child, think il 

\v(ndd h(‘ a slianui ’ not to contributes by every 
means in y«mr jiower, to introduce your ignorant 
heatlnm hreliiren to a particijaition of tJiat tar 
richer ‘‘ inlieriiam e* of tln^ saints in lii:»ht,” with 
whicli a merit not your own lias already investeal 
7/0?/ / 8<*\ en long* years, it is said, the Keiihen- 

ites and (oidites had ai)andoned their flocks and 
herds, and lands and fainilie^s, hoyond Jordan, to 
fi^hl tli(» hatth'S of the Lore! and tlndr hnahren, 
against idolatry and wickedimss. Yon admire^ and 
apju’ove thejn. Nev er forj»vt that there are, in onr 
days niem wiio foret^o, and for lili*, all the c*oin- 
forts of honj(\ and country, and friends, to ]>laiit 
the hann<*rs of tin* same Lord on the strongholds 
of |)a£;'anism ; and let yonr j»rayers at l(‘ast, if 
your age forhids nioivs g’o along vvitli and assist 
them. 

VV^ilh what emphatic hlessing did Joshua send 
away these fritmdiy warriors, to tln'ir own tents 
and possessions 

iMauv. “ H(*tiirn with mneh riehes to your 
tents, and with very nnicli catth*, with silver aiid< 
with g(dd,” 
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Mama. 1 Mary, yon are ovi'rJookinc!’, in 
tli(» temporal reward of* their fidelity, the more 
iinport.Mit eonditioii of these eontiniu'd blessings, 
AVhat says verso 5th ? 

Mauv. “ Hat tak<» <liligeni hec'd to do the 
(oinrnaiidment and tlie law, whieh jMoses the s(*r- 
vant of the Lord <*harged yon, to love the Lord 
ycmr God, and to walk in all his waY*^. and to 
kv*('p his eorninandinents, and to < Ieave unto him, 
a e. to .;erve him with all your heart and with all 
your soul.” 

Mama. Yes, INlary, “cw” it is said, ami tridjs 
“ Joshua blessed them,” — and well had it been 
for them had tln^ injunction been duly reimmiber- 
ed ! l>nt how, in the mean time, did tlu^y seek 
to jirovide against its being forgotten ? 

Mahy. “ Tiiey built an altar by Jordan, a great 
altar.” Mania, I don’t wonder the other tribes 
were angry ; it v%as just like Jeroboam whom we 
spoke of just now. 

Mama. Nay, Mary, you run away with it: 
for not only did th(*y set up no “ golden calves” 
or other idols, in comju'titioii with Jehovah, — but 
the altai' was not iweii intended fi»r sacrifice to 
Him, It was simjily (as the verse you quoted 
has it) .an altar to ‘‘ .we to*’ — a mere meinori:d 
of their devotion to, and acknowledgment of, the 
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trui» Got], notwitlistmuliiiu^ their estrangement hy 
di^tanc*e from Iiis sanetnary. 

Thai Israel sJioiihl have feared otinjrwise \vas 
hy no means niniaf iirai, thoiigli “ going to war’’ (m 
tlie sidijeet. m itiiont imjiiiry, Avitli those Avho Iiad 
so lately been tlieir own faithful allies, would have 
been equally rash and unjustifiable. They took 
a better method — that (»f a friendly embassy ; and 
I know of f<*w facts in Holy Writ more impres- 
sive, or more creditable to the Jewish nation, than 
this assc'rlion of God’s sole honour by Israel, on 
the one hand, and manly vindication of the mo- 
tives of the s(‘V(‘n tribes on the other. Well would 
it be for the world, Mary, and for the cause of 
religion, were all questions relating to it discussed 
among brethren’’ in the same nntioinpromising, 
yet conciliatory s])irit ! Did yon remark, in prof)f 
of both, that the Israelii es ev(‘u oiler, if the ex- 
iled tribes ihonght themselves cut off, by their 
position, from spiritual j)rivileges, to give them 
np part c»f their own j)ossessions in tln^ promised 
land, rather than that, by a rival altar, God should 
be robbed of his glory ? 

Mauv. I did not obs(»rve it, but I am sorry I 
was so liasty against the j)oor Renbenites and 
Gaditcs ; for really so far from being wrong, they 
were quite right to make u “ i>altern” altar t(^ 
keep their children in mind of (rod. 
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Af.NMA, y(‘s, and to jmt it onl (»f flu* ]K>wor of 
■ iiliiro f*(*ncnitioiis to stylo fliois* j)ro:i.vi!y alions 
from tlio c(nninuinvo;i]tli of Israol, witliout i‘oj»o 
anil without (jJod in the world.” 

\Vliat effort had tin* manly and ronviiirino; ox- 
jvl.niatioii of tlio ao(ais<*d irihos on ihoir oonntry- 
mon ? 

IMauy. They told thoni, that, hy “ not (‘(nn- 
niitting* tliis trespass a/>*ainst tin* Lord, flioy had 
del! Ttd the children of Israel ont of the hand of 
the Lord.” How could this ho, Mama? 

IMama. By averting** tliose tojnpcmd jiidi»inon1s, 
whicli would not, under that dispensation, have 
failed to follow tin; apostasy of oven a j)orlion 
God’s chosen people. But for what iiinommiltod 
trespass” on their own parts did these Aviso and 
pcood men specially bless God ? 

Mauy. “ That th<*y had not econe up in battle 
to d(*stroy the hind Avhcreiii the children of Beu- 
heii Jind of (hid dwelt.” 

Maaia. Let this he a lesson to ymi, iMary, 
against rash judgments, to which you, oatmi in 
the same matter, slu'wed yourself a little ])roiie. 
Tliere are few instances of apparent Aviong, (be- 
tween man and man especially), which dis]>as- 
sionate investigation Avill not either softmi or r(‘- 
„ .move: and even in snpjmsed offences against God, 
becomes tliose who see not the heart, to refer 
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“ at Jrast, il' not (lisa )>))rol>at ion n i(» 

Him to wlunn its inmost r4‘<M*.NM‘s an* known. 

I>y wJiat significant name was tlic Altar <»i’ 
Memoria] called, hy its pious lounders ? 

JNIary. They call(*d the* altar /iW.” 
jMaima. That is a ^^tnhirss;' and the testi- 
mony they (h'si^ned it to hear, was not to the ex- 
istence of (hnl, (as the translation mi^'ht lead ns 
to suj)}»ose), hut t(» his heini»- the God of them- 
s(‘lves and their ex]>atriated children. W'uidd, 
Mary, that (‘very (‘xile ainon^- onrselv(*s, from his 
(•(Mintry and its altars, w(*r(‘ careful to S(*t up in Ids 
lieart and lift* such a Jivint^ ni(*]norial of the faith 
of his native land, as heathens mi^lit admire, and 
not even an infidel could (piesliou or gainsay ! 
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Lesson — J o>hua, Cliu}»ters XNiii and wn. 


]Mv\]MA. Wo have in tliosc chapters ji fresh 
and atfocting' instanoe of the uniform solicitude of 
all the true servants of G<kI, whom Scripture ex- 
liihits to us ill situations of eminent trust and au- 
thority, to htHineath, crt^ they go hem*e ami are no 
more seen, to tlieir jieople and families, the in- 
valuable legacy of a recital of Cod’s past nu*rcies, 
and a recapitulation of llis promis(‘s and llis 
commands. And surely if there is a time when 
such ]>raiseworthy endeavours ar(‘ likidy to he 
hless4*d with suc«*ess, it is when th(»se who have, 
throughout long lives of Jiiety and usefulness, 
displayed an example of the conduct they incul* 
cate, can triumphantly a]»peul to their surround- 
ing descendants for the truth of the testimony 
they deliver ; while it is to hearts softtmed hy the 
^ipproaching “ death of the righteous,’* that tlie 
: ^peal is affectionately addressed ! 

But whose immediate example was in this, as 
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in many otlior parts of liis public life, expressly 
followed by .Tosliiia ? 

IVIaiiv. TJiat of jVJosos, Mama. You know u e 
read in Deiiteroiioniy, his beaiitifid dyini!;' speec h 
to the children of Israel ; and I don't think tlw'V 
were ever ejuite* so bad since they heard it. 

Maaia. J a'j^rec* u'ith you that wo, sc*.arcely 
hear of such flatrnint otfenuTs as makiniif the “ Red- 
den calf,” or tln^ rc‘volt of Korah and Jiis c*oinpa- 
iiions, duriiifi: the administration of Joshua, lint 
them the period, remember, had not been (like 
that in tin* wilderness,) one* cd* trial and vicissi- 
tude*, but of nearly (outiniial success, and Divine 
encouraf^ement. It was abscuice of temptation to 
murmur and disobc'y, Avhich, I f(*ar, Jiad more 
Avc’ij^lit with Israel than tin* ciyini^ injunctions ol 
]Mos(‘s, though tlu*se not y(*t have Ixhmi for- 

•j^otteu. At Avhat period were they removed by 
Joshua ? 

Mai:v. A h)n^ tinier after the* IjokI had <(‘i- 
ven rest unto Israel from all tlu*ir enemies.” How 
Ion", IMama ? 

Maaia. It is supposed about sev(*nt(*en y(‘ars ; 
dnriii" which, Joshua, their lailhful leader, by 
buildiii" a city on his own allotment, Jiad provid- 
ed for the s(*ciirity of liis immediate descendants. 
What is then said of the bodily cemdition (»f thu 
upright servant of the Lord r 

Mary. That ‘‘he waxed edd and stricken 
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How old, Mama ? Did lie live to bo as old 
as ]^To>(*s and Aaron? 

JMama. As Ih‘ was a man of known wolij^lil. and 
jnd';nu*nt wlion sent into Canaan witli tin* ollior 
spios, and as wo know lliat, for thv'tr fault, lu* was 
dtnnnod to wai.dor forty yoars in tin* wild(*Mi(‘ss, 
(thonnb with tlu* favour and j>roniisos of Cod to 
t l!(‘(*r him dnriiiij;’ tlioir ooiitinnaina*) In* was jnai- 
bab'y oij»hty at least on ontorinp^ (Canaan, about 
^ears from wbioh had now elapsc'd ; so 
that loss than ono hundrod oanm t well bo assif»nod 
as tlu* “ ripo a,t'*o'' at whioh (like a shook of com 
in his season) the valiant type of a p^reater ooii- 
qneror was poacofnlly |L>ailu*ro<l to his fatluns. 

JMaf{Y. Mama! wliat l)t*oame of Caloh ? Yon 
know he and ,l((s]iua vv(*re tl.oonly two wiio wore 
t<» outer (!anaan. 

Mama. 1 am j»lad you liioin^-ht of askini**; a'^ 
(ht^ history of his oomfoi table sottlcmont in it — 
tliat sure w(»rd of God, not “ oiu* j(»t or tittle’’ of 
uhioh can (‘v«*r fail — o( onrn»din a rhapt(*r, whioli, 
on that very aecouiit, I iiitonded to liavo made 
yon road. Not only di<l that good soldier of the 
Lord of liosts safely roach tin* land oi* promise, 
hilt strong (as he himself says) at tlie age of 
<*ighty-five, as when Moses first sent him forth to 

search” it — heholdly claims, on tlie authority of 
is promisi* in tlu* name ol* God — the very iiionn- 
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Iain on M'liicli liis foot liad trodden wIumi (iinlikt' 
their false* aiul timid hn*tliren) lie and Joshua 
“ M'holly followed tin* l^ord.” 

Makv. >Vhat inoniitaiii., Aiaina ? 

]\Iama. Thiit of Ilehroii, loni,^ aft(‘r sacred to 
the Lord, and, hcforc' the eon(jiu*st. of J(‘nisah*in, 
tlie residence of 11 is servant David. Hie request 
proves the yet undaunted cliaracter of the ap^ed 
warrior ; for il(*)n*on, at the time it, was made*, was 
the stronghold of those very “Aiiakims”(or Giants) 
before whom the other spies basidy trembled, but 
whom Cab*b, strong in faUh as well Jis courage, 
says, if tin* Lord be with him, be shall surely be 
able to drive out.” 

IMauYo J am glad the old man was so bold, and 
so well rewarded ; it is ]>leasant, JMaina, to see the 
Bible i)romises come so often true ! 

Mama. ‘‘ Often,” INIary ! say r/^yroy.s-, and your 
remark will ind(*ed be just. And this is one great 
advantage of an unbroken study of Scripture — 
that those wdio follow its regular thread, areimuh* 
aware of a thousand coincidences between promisi* 
and fulfilment, which the desultory reader has 
neither time nor opportunity to trace. You will 
not now^ I think, be tempted to repent that wo 
read a “ little more about the children of Israel !*’ 

Let us see what new' partiiuilars in their mar« 
vellous liistory w'e can glean from the parting arl 
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<in'ss oi‘ Josiiiia ; hut not witluuit first lioticiii^ 
liis .‘Kiiiiirahlo <?xliortatioris- To wlmt do they 
rhiofly ivlaie ? 

iMaiev, Oil, the sjiino tiiinij^s as Moses’ — “ keep- 
ing all that was written in the hook of the law,’* 
and ( ieaviiifi^ to the Lord,’’ and “ not servinjj^ or 
howin^ down to the fi^ods of the nations that re- 
mained among them.’' 

Maaia. And were llu‘s»‘ as well as im- 

])erative prce(*pts, afterwards fnlliiled hy liis liear- 
<‘18 ? 

M Ally. Oh ! no ; they broke them all very of- 
ten, as soon as Josluia was gone. 

Mama. And what did the ‘‘ spirit of propheey” 
tniahle him in that case to assure tluuu of? 

Makv'. Know for a eertainty, tliat the Lord 
yonr God will no more drive out any of tin* na- 
tions from before yon; hut they shall he snares 
and traps unto yon, and seonrges in yonr sides, 
and thorns in yonr eyes, until ye perisli from off 
this goo<l land, nhich the Lord your God hatli 
given yon.” 

Mama. Tliat their lieatlien neiglihours proved 
the former, may be read in the shameless and end- 
less idolatries adopted from tluMii liy Israel. And 
liow thoroughly, in punishment of these, tliey b(‘- 
eame tin* laiicr, we sliall soon have the whoh* 
^iCoolv of .lodges to inform ns. That these evi!> 
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should not ovortako tlioni iimvaniod, or iiDstimii- 
lajod to a holfer roiirso, was llie ohject oFJo.sliiia, 
ill Ills gral(‘fiil n'capi I Illation of (lod's f-ocMliioss lo 
tlii*ir nation, from its very origin in tin* person of 
tli(*ir father Ahraliani. Like them, he liad heen 
taken “ from the other side the flood,’’ and ](*d hy 
God, a “ stranger and a sojourner,” tliron^^h that 
very Canaan Avhens by the same liand, his ini- 
griit efiil prop^eny were now firml y established. Did 
ihv\r faith and devot ion to God, under such great- 
ly superior advantages, for a moment cupial or 
even emnlate his ? 

]\fAi{Y. Oil ! no, Abraham bidieved God when 
things seemed most nnlikely, and his ehildren 
never did, even when bis miflicles were before 
their eyes. 

IMama. a very good, and alas ! just distinc- 
tion between “ Jiving by faith” a pilgrim on eartli, 
lik(! Abraliam, and having llie “ eyes blinded,” and 
tlie heart hardened, by the very temporal gifts of 
God, like the carnal unthankful Israelites. ITad 
there not been sonn^hing ])Ociiliar in tbe way in 
which these were bestowed, which should have 
excit(*d tliem doubly to gr.atitude ? What says the 
lytli verse ? 

Maiiy. “ I have given you a land for which 
ye did not labour, and cities which ye built not. 
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inhl ye dwell in them. Of the vineyards and 
oliveyards which ye ]>lan1ed not, d(» ye eat.” 

J\lA>rA. A ran', nay nniqiie, inslance of the 
de|)oj)id,ilion of a wdioh^ connlry, f‘ »r the express 
advai tare and acc(nnnKMlathni of those who liad 
n(»t ^c\c(*j»l in th(‘ ]n‘(nniM‘ of dtdiovah) a title to 
so niia-J! :;s a “ idufhreatlth’* of tliis terr(‘>trial pa- 
radis(» ! IJnt wliat i> tin* iiderence drawn by 
doshna from this unparalleled inslallation ? 

I\f .V. jS(nv therefore fear the Lord, and 
servt ! till in sincerity and in troth.” And he hid 
tiu'ni cJioose that day helw'etm Him and tin* »;-ods 
of J^]f*y]>t, and tiioso of the Amorites.” A jn’(‘tty 
comparison I if tln^ had had sense to make it pro- 
perly ! 

Mama. lJut u'ha at least shewed that in hh 
mind tin* clioice w as made, and irrevocabit* ? 

iMAt:v. ,l(»shua. Mama; Ite never liesitated, 
but says, “ As for me and my house, w e w ill serve 
tlie Lord.” But the very people cried, “ (5od for- 
bid that w’e shov.ld forsake the Lord I’’ Did they 
really mean wdiat they said ? 

j\lAAr A. Yes, at tin? time, T suppose, overaw^ed 
and shamed by the maidy res(»lntion of Joshua. 
But had the prayer (for such the expression lite- 
rally is) ascended from hmnhle as Avell as devoted 
hearts, it luiver could have been so soon not only 
unfulfilltHl, but belied. How does Joshua indeed 
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iii^hiiiati' t]n‘ir imfitnrss in tlioir own stivn';tli, lot- 
tl»c pvat task tlu'y Ii:nl so llplitly im<k‘rtJik('n. 

Maijv. Y(‘ taiiiiot sorv(* llu* fjo!<k tor Mv is 
an lioly tirud. I!(* is a joaloiis (iotk !!(* Mill not 
for^ivi* your trans^rrssioiis nor y^>tii’ sins.” 

Mama. ]l Mould l)o mcII if tins Innnhlinp^ and 
salutary vi(*M- of tho jnsti<*o and liolinoss rd* Itlin 
^r^'sorvc, entered <dU‘ner into even the l']n*istian's 
eont(>]n|dation. God in (liiist isiieitiun- less jea- 
luns” nor ](*ss “ holy*’ tliaii of old, els(‘ tin* sacri- 
fice ol‘ (’al\ary Mould not liave shak(*n earth to 
its centri', more* jiMluIly far than the thnmh‘rs oi’ 
Sinai. And that wv cannot serve the Lonl,” 
except in a hi^h(*r and ])nr(*r ini^ina* than onr <nvn, 
is only h(‘conn‘ nnn-e sadly trin*, since nn*ii l:avi 
seen <'X(‘jn]dified in the charact(T of (!hrist, that 
j)erfect oh(*dience” M’ith Mliich alone tin* J'atlu'r 
is “ M’ell jd(!ased.” As J<»sliiia, hoM (‘ver, talvi*s 
advantap;'e of the wvy prostinqiftoii of tin* Jsra(*l- 
iles, to hind tln*in, l»y their voluntary declaration, 
t(» fid«*]ity to God, it Monhl ke MoJl if tin* voms 
U'c too liavo niadt* at baptism mato l)orn(* in mind 
as a talisman af^tiiiist their open and flagrant vi^)- 
hition. Wliile on tlic snhjt'ct of (‘(nilinnation 
of oaths, it is a sin^nlai* coincidence, tliat the 
Oak of Sh<*cheni, u Jiere ‘‘ all tln^ p(*oph* and Jo- 
shua set up a g'reat stone for a mennn-ial,” Mas 
piAihahly the very s])ot M'liere the Lord first ap- 
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peiired unto Abruliam, and made with him tlio 
covenant, now ratified by liis descendants. What 
else, coniinnafory of tlic above snppesitioii, is re- 
corded as bavins* been doiici in Shechem ? 

Maijv. Oh I burying* the bones of Josepli, 
wliich tlu'y liad hnmght out of Kgypt, in the “ ]>ar- 
c(‘l of ground which Jacob had bought for an linn- 
dr<*d jMCi'es of silver.” 

jMA.'UA. A transaction which stanipcul hh: be- 
lief that it should hereafter be th(‘ luTita^e of liis 
child 1 ''V’'lnn*e do we rcjad were the remains 
of geod Joshua laid? 

Majiv. In the border of his inheritance” — 
oh I JMania! we have his exact age here, “an 
hundred and ten years old.” 

JMaima. You see Ave rather underrated it. l>ut 
wliat iianu*, more ]>j*ecioiis far than earthly titles 
of Inmoiir, a<'(*()nij)anied the bolder of Israel to his 
peac^efid grave ? 

Mary. “ Joshua, the son of Nun, the servant 
of the J^ord.” 

Mama. The noblest inscri])tion, ]\rary, Avliich 
can adorn, on this side of eternity, the good man’s 
tomb; and the only <nie which will survive the 
ruin of empires, and the Avreck of worlds. To 
what other eminent person might it, about the 
sann^ time, have been a]>plied ? 

Mary. Kleazar, the son of Aaron, I suppose. 

H 
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Mama. ^ (‘s ; for tin* saiiu' iallliful and zcaloii- 
di^cliMr^i* of Ifis >a(*ordot:d diilios, as Josima had 
iiianifo^tt'd in iinnv m‘< nlar aiVairs. And loni* 
diil llh' incinory of f hr^t* wortliii"' rniitiiiiM' to lad- 
low and indm'in o tin* mndin t of thoir Mircr^sor^ r 
]\!ai;y. “ All tin* days <*f tin* ohh*!’*' that o\< r- 
liv(‘<l doslina. an<] w liltdi li.id lviio>\ ii all tin* worlv^ 
ol' tin* l^onl. ’ 

MA^l ^(‘(* ln‘n* the hon(*ri( ial oliortn of 

a ]»rivil(‘L’‘o not always MiiViriontly valnod <»r ini- 
|»rov<‘d. viz. that of ]K*i*sonal Inlorconrso with thr 
“ oxi ollciit <»f tin* oarth.’* Not only did tin* i*on- 
f <‘ni]Jorai’ic‘s ol* ,l(tsli!ia n*niain faithhd lln‘]ns( Iv(‘.s, 
hnt tlioy W(*ro onahlod hy tlioir inffnoina* to Iv(*(*j> 
olliors in tin* sann* riii;‘ht path. Ilow dilii;(*ntly^ 
lh(‘!i sh<*idd wo iinjjrovo, and how highly ^houhl 
w<* ]n izo fin yojith (*sp(*cially), all (»pj)ortiiniti(‘S of 
sitting’ at tin* foot' of, or “taking’ sw<*ot ocMinsc*! 
to^othor” with, thos(* who, in our inon* favonnnl 
day. aro “ hnrninp' and sliininfj^ lij^hts" — sliowinp^ 
forth tln*j^;o/m’ of tin* ji^ospol in their devotion to 
(rod, and it< heaiity, in llieir love lo their fellow 
(Toatnres. 
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Lj:.nso\ — C liaptcTS i. jiiid ii. 

iv. Mama! you liuvo told iiio llial Mosos 
jmd .Hislina liotli |»iit dowji tli(‘ ihinos that liay)- 
|M‘!i<‘(l ill tlidr time, Init I should Jikt* to know, he- 
ioro I read it, >vho tvroto this hocdv of Jud^os? 

'AIawa. And 1 slioidd like cxtn'inoly to ho 
ahh* to t(*il yon with <*<u*tainfy who its 4 ;food and 
])ioiis, aiul in soini* jiassay^os, Jd^hly ohujiiont, 
author was. It lias hooii variously ast rihod to 
JNnnoa.s (the sou of Kh'azar tin* jn*i(*si) — to Kini^ 
ilozokiah — to Kzckiol tin* Pro|dnt — and also to 
Kzra, the r(?stor(?r aft or tho oa|»ti\ ity, of the laws 
and |»(dity of Israel. J.5ut a far more likely ajid well 
warranted ooneliision is, that it was drawn up hy 
fSainuel, avIioiii tho Chronicles (‘xpressly ropr(*sent 
as an hisiorkin ; and who, liviuti;' and jinlg’ing’ Js- 
raid in tiimis iiniiU'diately suhsecjueut to the <*vents 
<leserihed in this hook, must have heon niueh bet- 
ter able t(i n*<'ord them tliaii a writer of later 
days, ind(*pendently of his liip^her (|uaIifieations as 
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a j>roj)}ict, tin* iinin<*<!iat(* iiisjiiialidti ot 

Tiioro aiv minor rircnniKtanros, t<»o, M liicli ti\ it>. 
<lato loni»* ]»rior to tlii‘ ap* oi‘ II('zrkl;{}i oi- 
such aj* llu* at lh.‘ Tium* it 

M*a> Mrittcn. with tin* chihlrcn of Hen jaiuiu.'* — 
whence (a^. we Iia\e incidiMilall y had occasion to 
notice) they MJTe iinaliy e>. polled in the reiLni oi* 
David. Ih* the w ritor \\ !i.» lie may, he is evident- 
ly out* u<d iijiu<»riljy to n‘coni the td iind 

witli his clio>en }M‘(>j»ie. <ir t<» Nne<-e(Ml. a.». file chro- 
nicler of their hninillatiiii'- rei»ei]ions, and wonder- 
ful deliverances, the meek Moses and invincihh* 
doshua. Nor was, as we shall so(ni see from tin 
book itself, tin* line <d‘ wis<* judges, or valiant 
chamjiions, jiermittt*d to t(‘rminat(‘ with the death 
of the (Miiinent iin'ii, whose ftatherinj;’ to tlieir 
fathers** mark(*d the accomjdi^lnnenl of llie ])ro- 
ini>es of (iod, and tin* (*ntraiice of tin* j)(*o|)le they 
Innl so lon^’ h*d into (Vnaan. 

Mauy. Hnt doslnia doe> not seem to have had 
any oin* aj)|Hnnte<l to succeed him like iMoses ? 

AIama. No ; the tribes seem to have been j)nr- 
jaisely l(*fr to their natural leaders, to prove which 
of them Nvonld act in tin* sj)irit of the commands 
of God, by at om-e dispossessing** the Ganaanites 
from their al]ott(‘d ])ortion. 

Which tribes do we find, at the very bep^inninp^ 
of the book, thus actively and laudably cnf^af(<Hl ? 



MORNING KIGHTH. 


89 


M ir .Indali was tlic first to g^o, ljul liien 
!•: M‘!Fsjii(I it should he so. 

.y .. Yes ; tims eonfiriniiig- the ]nv-CMniiKMire 
u hi .i, iji .ill riiture the trihe oF ,lii<hdisi‘('ins 
and wliich, In this instance, was 
art . •; :'n.“d hy a signal victory over tlieir on<*- 
nii< . liaf tril)(‘ do we ii:.d associiited in the 
]n iik . 1 ? 1 glory of tJiis pioiis enterprizi^ ? 

AIai.v. Simoon, Mama. Yon know tliai :riho 
Iiv<‘ h Judah, and had no portion of its 

Well romomln'rod. Tli'ese trilx's wore 
also more siraitly iinit<*d than others, hy their <lo- 
sc<*iu from tln^ same mollior, their fathers being* 
both sons of Leah. The leaven ()F‘‘ cruelty” (with 
which t!;ey \>'er<j reproa<‘!jed by .facoh) se(*jns yet 
to have adhered to tin' latter, in tln» severity (*xer- 
cisi‘d towards Adonib(‘zok. Ihit how was it jus- 
tified liy the then existiing law of retaliation ? 
Marv. J^ecaust? he liad done the same to 
three* score and ten kings,” and, for this, he says 
himsell*, <Jod reipiited him.’’ I>ut what eonhl 
have put it into his heart to treat any one so 
strangely ? 

MaiMa. By thus mutilating his imhapj)y ]>ri- 
soners, he utterly incapacitat(*d tlu'in from bear- 
ing arms any more ; and this, no doubt, (as well 
as the just puuislinient of ids j>ride) wa's the oh- 
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ject of the Israelites in liU own ease, lie did not 
lonjr, liowever, survive, Inil fell a vietiin to sliaine 
aii<l remorse. 

jMajsy. Mania I lTer«* we have Jenisah'in ta- 
ken by the eiiihlnm of .fiidah I J tlaMight you said 
it was not doiu* till DavidV time. 

Mama. 1 am ijflad you oliserv(‘d this ; but y(ni 
mi^ht have se<Mi (a little farther in our e]iajU(‘r) 
that it M’as Henjamites who faileil to drive out 
those •lebusite:^ wlui oet iijued t/tdr |ioitiou <»f tlie 
site <»f tile holy city. Do you renuanbiT whi«*li 
part. w(‘ leaiiH'd latidy. that was? 

Mauv. Oil! y<‘s ; the sjiot where the tem|de 
sUkkI sithnviinls. You loJd me, iJiis fiiliilled what 
JMosi‘.s liad projdie.siod. that th(‘ slumld^ 

dwell between the shoulders of Jh*njaiiiiii, and 
cover him all the day loiij^.*’ 

Mama. A wonderful coim idcMu-e, with which, 
like many others, 1 was unacquainted, till di^»ini;* 
in the cxliaiistless mine of Scripture, iny dear 
child, for your information. i>ut Jlebron is an- 
other town very famous in Jewish story, and u as, 
till the final takirif*' of Jerusalem, the chief city 
of the nation. By >viiom did wo lately read it 
was fought against and taken ? 

Mary. Caleb, Mama ; but then it was called 
Kirjath Arba, because of the giants >vho lived 
there ; and he said he would give his daughter to 
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whoever took Kirjath-sepher, and his own nephew 
was tlie bold man, and won her. 

Ma:ma. Are yon aware of tlio peculiar nature 
and iiiipnrtanee of the “ hlessinj^,^’ which, as a re- 
ward ? **is bravery, his bride took upon her to 
nMjnc' on her father ? 

JVl \ t‘s, you have often ex}dained to me 

how' >04 “ springs of water” w'ere in tin* dry 
eonut of Judea. 

lint what strange pilgrims, from a far 
distant land, do we next find c laiming and enjoy- 
ing an iiilieritancM* among Israel ? 1 low came the 
“ children of INloses’s father-in-law” to have left 
“ kec'piiig tlieir father’s floek in J-loreb,”for a se- 
cure and fiTtihi dnoJIinfr in JiuJnb ? 

JMaky. I don’t know. 

Majma. M lia< ! have you forgotten Moses 
saying to Uohab, *• Come Avitli ns to the land to 
whic'li we arc* jonriieyiiig, and we will do thee? good, 
for llie Jjord hath spoken good concerning Israel?” 
Do yon think this Arab of the d(*sert now r(*j)ent- 
ed having ex<*Jiangc*d, at the j)ersiiasion of his 
brother-in-law, the uncertain lawless life of a Be- 
douin, lor the safety and plenty (»f the i)roniiscd 
land ? No. And thus, he assured, will it he with 
those who resign the world’s unlicensed fre<?dom 
for the far more rich as well as glorious liberty 
of the sons of God.” 
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Makv. Mama ! I .liidali went dii drivliii» 
out tin* (’anaanilc's in»m tin* jmnmiain ; Iml it says 
tlii'V *'■ could not <lrl\<* out iif thr \alicy. 1 m*- 

faust* tlu'V liad tharloiv (n irim.' Siirriy <iod 

foiiUl miaid(‘ them l(» <i<» su in --pitr ol' any < l>a- 
riots ! 

Ma.^ia. ^’niir remark is just ; and sln'ws 

yon to l»o s<‘]?sililc ilial it u.;s not {mw^'r in 
v:di. Init iaitli and i nurat^o in Jndaii to |iroii( i»\ 
it, that Wi'i'v wantintr. Tim .sainr sliainrini d<'<i- 
i'intn y .seoiiis t<> Ir.ivc* indin ial tin* IJenjamitrs to 
dwell tor eentnries inti‘nni\»Ml N\ illi tin* neatlieti 
Jelnjsites; to the injury, as \vc shall sorm se<‘, of 
their General nioraK, and their etnistanl e^ posnro 
to eNain]d(‘- oi* itiol«itry, wliieii tliey Nvtnehnt loo 
|frone to t'oll'ra. 

Mahv. Idle ‘‘ lioii--e of Josv‘|)h” wen* wi'*er. 
'I'hey went n]> atfaijisi I Jot he!, and the Ja>rd was 
with th(‘m, and they took it. .Mama! a man of 
tlial jdae<* seems to have heiia\ ed xmiethino' likt* 
Kaliah, and to iia\e heen n*w.ii'<!ed in tin* .s.inie 
way ! 

Ma.ma. Yes, witli his life, and that of liis fa- 
mily ; hot, as lie < ‘ho.se to settle amono' Ids li(‘atlH*n 
iiei»;lil>ours the Jlittites, e.oiiV(‘rsioii to tin* true 
<jod was not, I fear, added to tejn|)(»ral safety. 
^V^* shall soon see w hat evils, both tinnporai and 
’^jaritual, arose* to the reinainijij.^ Irihes of hrael 
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from sii iar association, iiioxcnsal»l(‘ in tlioir case, 
wliatevr they Lo in tliat of an ignorant 

Oanaani: -. Do yon nmioiniKT for wliat 
(fln‘ c/Vv (f as tlio ])ioiis lioiisi^ of Jos(‘]>1i n(»w 
named • Kccame in aftt'r times sadly remarkable ? 

iM A I M as it not tliorc that Jerolaaim s(*t np 

liis uf()! ci: ‘s, Avbich “ niad(‘ Israid to sin ?” 

es ; when tlie half trilxi of Ephraim, 
the nn» ^n’tliy descendants of pions Josejdi, liavin^ 
shared tin» revolt of the ten tribes, partook also in 
the idolatry which was it: cause and punishment. 

Dot, Mary, in what solemn and jinthoritative 
manner do we find the timidity and disobedience 
of tin* f!;-ri'ater part of the tribes re])roved in th(» 
second of tlii^ day’s chaidiTs? AV"ho is said to 
‘‘ come nj)"’ tbrtlio jnir])os(‘ from (Jilg’al to J5ochim 
(or Shiloh) and In'rt* rebuke the assembled trib(‘S ? 
Mahy. “ An angd of the Lord.” 
iM A]\i \. And wonid a simple heaveidy messen- 
ger have thus taken upon him ? 

]\Iai{V. Oil ! no; it must have* been the same 
wiio spoke from the burning busli, for In* says, 
“ /made you to go np out of Egypt,” and “ 1 have 
brought you unto the land which 1 sware unto 
your fathers; and I said I will never break my 
(U)venant with you ;” and I suppose the people 
knew, too, that it was God who rejiromihed them, 
for they “ lifted up their voice and wept.” 
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Mama. Prohahly : *‘i*h1 micIi \vji< tin* 
lonco (»t’thoir tli.it tlio jilacr ili«riv<*(l (Voiu it 

tlio iianu* of “ ISocliim.” or “ AvcojuMs.’’ Unt 
tlioiiu'li tlu'V to rrni'w, Ijy an linnioillnto 

sacnfico, tlicir In-okni i-ovrnant with (io<l. wt <]<♦ 
not find that tin* ohodionrr** ( u hlcli Hr halli^aiil 
i'i lu'ttor tli.iii ^acriiiro.** ) atti^'toil tin* '-inci'iily 
oi tlicir n*}M*iitain«* ; and ihvnjinv do ur liinl that 
no ^oonor wrrrlli.* •• ohh'rs who oMtii\ od Jo>hna.” 
and lioM* (‘xainjdo. no doiiht. had sonn* ui'liilit in 
rt*'*lrainino‘ tin* >pr<*ad of ididatry. t!*ath(Tod to 
thi'ir fathers, tiiaii '‘the children of Israel did e\ il 
ill tile >i^ht of the Lord, and served Jhialiin.” 

Makv'. Mama! does “ Ihialim," here, nn‘an 
tlie liaalzelnd) we found nn'iitioned in otln'i* parti, 
of the Pi hie ? 

Mama. Ala^j ! iny dear Mai v, “ Paalinf^ is a 
plural t<*rni, and niean> (^as the Sei'iptiires <Le- 
where e\pre*‘^ it ) ** LorcK inan\ and (onL many.” 
It is apjdied to all tin* various idids ol‘ tin* <a- 
naanite* nations, hut <*sjM*eialJy to tlii'ir eliiet divi- 
nities, the snii and moon, tin* ]ait(*r of whom, 
Ashtaroth, under tin* hlasphenioiis name <»r the 
Queen of Heaven,’' we said lately was a I'avimr- 
ile cdijeet of worship with the iihdatrou^ daughters 
of Isra<‘l. 

Put we miJ>t hasten to draw from the third ol' 
those chaptei'N, which a desire to keejiurdn-oKen 
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the history of Deborah and Harak obliged me to 
include in this day’s reading*;,) the particidars of 
those cliastisenients wliich were in the second held 
<>ut as tlu* natural consequence of idolatry; and 
llio 1cnij)oral d<^liveraiices which the God, who in 
tin* “ initlst of jndg’nieiit, rejnembereth mercy,” 
occasionally afforde<l theih. 

"Whicli of the nations with whom God, in anger, 
now snifcn'd Israel to remain int<*rmingled and 
sniToinnh'd, first vindicated liis thr<*atenings, and 
j-cqnited tlieir sinful allianc(*s and intc'rinarriages 
with them, ]»y tyranny and <»p{)ression ? 

JMauv. Go<l sold them into the hand of tin* 
king of Mesopotamia.” That was wlu‘re Abraham 
c.aun* from, was it not? 

IMama. Yes : and a just requital of the Isracd- 
it(‘s’ forgetfulness of the signal mercy by which 
their ancestor had b(*eii called from thence, and 
from id(datry? through faith in those very j)n»mises 
his descendants were now undervaluing and abu- 
sing. How long were they sold to,” or tribu- 
taries to this <listant monarch? 

Mauv. Eight years ; and it was brave Othniel, 
the husband of (’aleb s daughter, who delivered 
them. 

Mama. Yes ; vvhen strengthened and insi)ired 
for the patriotic enterprize, by the “ Spirit of the 
Lord.” I low long did tlie rest thus purchased for 
the land, endure? 
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Mary. Forty years; I suppose till Otliniel died. 

IVIama. Yes, with th<* first of the judges “raised 
up” by God, and the only one of wlnnii some 
great hiuiian weiikiiess, or even gross transgres- 
sion, is not (for iiiaifs ahaseinent and (lod’s exalta- 
tion) rerorded — s<'oiii to have expired alike* 1h^^ 
short-lived anieiHlin<*nt, and eons(*(pient “ rest,” of 
the pet>j>le lie rnled over. 

^^’]n^nl ilid (h»(I next make his iiisfrnnient for 
ehastising them ? 

Mauv. IJ(* strengthem‘d Kglon, King of 
.Moah, against Israi*!, heeaiKO tlu‘y had dom* evil 
in the sieht of the Lord;’* ami lliey served hba 
eighteen y(*ars, instea<l of eight. 

!Mama. I see by your I'ountenanee that you 
are perplexed by soim^thing in the vengeanet* — a 
bloody one — ex«*eiited on him by Klind. 

JMauv. Oh I Mama yon always know what I 
am thinking ! but I wish Khud had not ]»ret end- 
u'd to < arry a prvaent when he went to kill the 
king of Moab, or sai<l he had a message to him 
from (iod. 

Mama. It is (juite natural and j)roper for a 
young mind to revolt from apjiareiit tr<*aehery, 
(!ven when inspired by the most laudable motives. 
JJut yon will be relieved to iind that tlie “ pre- 
s(;iit” wliieh distresses you, was only tlie customa- 
ry and iniqiiitrms “ tribute” impos(*d by Kgion 
on the Israelites, of which Fluid, as bearer, gained 
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ndmittanco to tlie heathen tyrant ; and that the 
“ message from God” (which in owe sense indeed, 
and that a torribh* one, Ehud was commissioned 
to deliver) is presumed by learned men to have 
been met by the king with apparent reverence, 
not as the decree of the God of Israel (whom he 
ru'itber knew nor acknowledged), but as the result 
of some lieatbeii oracle of divination. 

lint b(i ibis as it may, remember once for all, 
that the criud and <»veji sinful actions of men, 
overruk'd by G(»d for the accomjdisliment of His 
purposes <d‘ wrath, to which (as we formerly re- 
mark(‘d) amiable or peaceful characters, would be 
wholly uiisuited, arc^ nowluTe in Scripture held 
oiit eit her for our praise or imitation. This remark, 
apjdicable to all the Old Testament, w'^e shall 
have to liear in mind especially, throughout the 
w'lude book of Judges. 15ut instead of wrest- 
ing,” as scoffers have done, such instances “to their 
ow n destruction,’’ and the disparagement of God’s 
glory, let us bow in deeper admiration of the 
couns(‘ls of JJim who, as we observed on (uitering 
pii our present course of instructive reading — 
niaketh the “ wrath of men to praise Him,” and 
still bends to his sovereign purj>oses, the “ unruly 
wills and affections,” as well of the enemies who 
resist, as of the instruments wdio promote them. 
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Mama. 1 liavr rtMuarkcd with j>loa<iin*, iny 
(Irfir Mary, iVoni t!u* sjiirit and <‘niplia>i< witii 
Miru:li you ]iav<* road two cliaplors — tlu* 

livoly Mliirli lias IxMUi awaUcMU'd in y<Mir 

kroast — liv tlu* iniblo dis])lay tln*y aiVord (d irinalo 
iioroi^iii and i‘lo<jiu*in*r. Tlu'v nin>t Ik* t*old and 
railon’< ind<*od — dead aliko t(» |ni*ty and ]»at notion 
— ky wlioni tin* oxjiloit^ of l)(*l>orah, tliat woman 
*• valiant for the truth,” or tlu* yet nu>r<* adniirahh* 
liymn in which tin* *»]<»rv <»f tln*in is ax-rilu'd to 
tin* (iod of iM’ai*!-— <aii Ik* jK'riiscd withrmt kin- 
dred (‘inotioii.s ! J5nt how' caiin* tin* k^raojile^ onci* 
more into slavery — to whom (iod had so lately 
^iveii d(*liv(;ranc(* hy the dairt^fer <»f Kliink ainl hy 
that yet more apjiarenf I y inade(|nafe inv| rnrnent, 
the (»x-;;'oad of Sharnirarr which, howev<*r, f oni^ht 
to mention, is still in l^d«*s(ine a iorniidahle u'eapon. 
eifrht fc<'t lotiL,'^. and of which (iii alhisi(»n t(> tin* 
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vory iiiadt* liy ) a inoi'K'rii tia- 

v<‘!U'r thus speaks: “ 1 am cioiiiulent, that, who- 
ever slioiild see one of them, as eommonly used in 
all lJies(» parts, would pronounce it a weapon not 
](*ss tit, perhaps fitter, than a sword, for such an 
ex(*eution.” Deliverance liavini*-, by th(*so simple 
means, been wrought twice for Israel, how came 
tin* nation to fall once more under the yoke of sla- 
very ? 

JMary. Oh ! for the old reason, “ they did evil 
af,^ain in the sight of the Lord, when Ehud was 
<lead r" 

Maim A, This last jdirase, which implies tliat 
for fourscore years his influence had been success- 
fully exerted to keep tliem faithful to Cod, may 
starve to <!oiTect the uncharitahh' jiidgiin'iit whim, 
from his being the minister of Divine veng(‘anc;> 
< n h'-ghin, you w<u’e inclined to ])ass (Ui him y<vs- 
tcialay. JVenie but a pious ami able man could 
hav(» restrained so long the idolatrous projjeiisi- 
ties of Ills couutryim*ii. Into Avhose power w<‘re 
they now <!elivered ? 

IMakv Jahiii, king of Canaan, who reigned at 
J lazor. This was their own fault, Mama I for you 
Iviiovv if they had dune as Cod commanded, there 
would long ago have been no kings of Canaan at 
all. 

Maua. True, Mary; slotli and negligence, 
distrust of God, and false confidence in them- 
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selves, were with them as with us. the iViiittul 
soiin*e of sorrow aiul disriuiifilure. 

iMAHV, Ah ! aiid I see why lliey had not juit 
dow*ii Jahin, when tliey ini»:ht have done so. 1 
suppose, heeaiNe of his nin<* hundred ehariots. 
whieh you know they wen* ttn-riMy afraid of. 

JMa.ma. A^t‘ry likidy : and the oppn*sslon they 
endured seems to have been j)roj»ortioned to sm h 
ha^e timidity. How loni«^ di<l it (ontinne? 

.Maiiv. ** Twenty years he inialitlly oj»pr(‘ss(‘d 
the ehildren of Israel.** Surely tln‘y mii’ht hav(* 

“ (Ti(‘d to (iod’’ sooner, and he would have Indped 
th(‘m louf^ Indore that time! 

AIam Don’t he loo sure, Mary, The peni- 
teiie<* of nations, jis well as c»f individuals, is <d’ten^ 
tried hy delay in the ]>ivine nuTey ; nor is it the 
uniform elfeet of ealamity, [uddie or private, to 
hriiiLt tramtj;*ressors immediately t(> the thnnieof 
^race. Some it disheartens, otliers it even utter- 
ly hardens, and it is sehloui. till human Jiieans have 
been exiiansted, :md found piiwerless, that a/n/ 
betake tlienisrdves in simerily, to the otlended 
majesty of Heaven. Hut by what feeldc* and un- 
usual instruim*nt did (bul, in His own p^oodtime. 
redress the wrongs of his people!" 

Mahv. a woman, Mama ! I know there were 
prophet (*sses, hut I n<*\ei* heard of a f(*male /W/'/e 
before. 
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iVlAiMA. They are (as we remarked eftlie foniier 
tlass) thus sparinjrly exhibited in Scripture, tliat 
wemen may never b(‘ tempted by amhiliou to t'ore- 
<;’o their iiuua^ lep^itimate oriiaiiieiii of a “ meek 
and (jiiiet sjnrit f while the few instamtes ri'cord- 
ed arc* sutiici(*nt to keep up in all, a diw, resjieet 
for liie sex whicli (on rare and special occasions) 
<jrod himself lias thus “ delij^hted to honour.” 
bVom what jirimitive throne <iid liiis ft niale “seer" 
administer “ jud^nnent” to tJie cJiildren of Israel ? 

JNIauv. Sin* “ dwelt under tin* jjalm tree <d' 
Di'borali, hetwec'Si Uainah and Betln i." 

Mama, liolh places famous for sanctity, and 
the foniKM’ aftervrards the residcmce of a great(‘r 
than Dehorali — <’ven the famous [iropliet and 
judi^c of isra(*l — Samuel. Ily what message, 
wholly beyond tin* provinet* of an nnins])ir(al fe- 
!i!;:!e, did Deborali [irove her ehiini to lht‘ title ot' 
a projdietess, and awake the slumbcrini*- courage 
of llarak? 

IVIauv. She said (lod had eommanded liini 
“ to draw toward iyoiiiit Tabor, \wth ten thou- 
sand men of Zabulon and Najditali and that 
<lod Avould deliver Sisera, the captain of .Tabin's 
arinv into his hand. 

Mama. You are. 1 daresay, unawart* of tlie 
ciicumstaiices Avhicli, according: to modern trav<‘l- 
lers, icndered T;ibor a peculiaily eliij^ible ren- 



102 


M<>n\jN«s \\ I'm >! \M 


(lezvou'5 ftn* lr(M>p< in :i liostih* cniintry. It not 
only stood on tlio ronfinos <d‘in:uiy (lirVoroiit triho*-. 
blit >vhili* it wjiN iinu'cc'Nsilili* to tin* olnniols and 
liorsos ot“tlu‘ oiioiny, it liad on it*- sniitinil, a plain 
(stiil >aid to <*\liiUil mnainN ot* ain iont 1‘ortiiira- 
tion>). on m IiIcIi ilu* liitio army <il l>aralv < Ik* 

c'onvoniinit ly ili'^ciplliied. IJn! did timsc nalnrai 
advanla^^os satislV /ttfn td‘tln‘ pratt ira'oility ol'tiio 
ontorprizo r 

Makv. No; Im said In* would not i»'o. niilrsN 
I)(*l»orah \v(*nt loo. Snndy it wa< rowardly in a 
mail to rofnvo to >]ir without a woman! 

Ma.’Ma. Itcinonihm* that tin* woman” was a 
prophetess, and as surli calculated to animate tin* 
valour, and secure the ohedieiice, of his soldiers. 
But thonj^h the re(|uest was complied with, her 
sinswer iiitiiiiated that his want of I’aith and ctnir- 
afjc would he apjiropriately punished. How was 
this ? 

ArAKV. “ The journey was not to he for his 
honour,” and God was to “ sell Sisi*ra into tin* 
hand of a woman.” MamaJ^ I am afraid to he 
rash, after what y<ni said yesterday, hut 1 don’t 
think it could he lor her honour (‘ilhm*. Snredy it 
was shocking' in a woman to drive* a nail through 
a mans Jiead that was sleeping in her lent! 

Mama. J'\ir be it from me, Mary, (*ver to hlaine 
the natural recoil of youth and iimoceiice from 
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deeds (if treaeiiery and IiUhkI ! ]5iit to judge fairly 
of siu lu at (lie distanc e of centnri<‘s, and with the 
mild liglit ol‘ ('iuistianit y to inake them shew 
doiihly dark and rc'jinlsive in our <*yes, we must 
not forg(?t the rule's laid down by tlio sanu' bless- 
ed (hi'^jH'l, lor estimating the eondiiet and mo- 
tives ol‘ others. Wa must transjiort ourselves 
to th(‘ rude lawhiss age, and wild savage' deserts, 
in whieh .hu'l lived ; we must view her as a immi- 
ber of a traiujiled and opjiressed race of slave's, 
into whose hand God lead ]ilaeeel, as by miracle, 
the power of terminating by a blow that intole*r- 
able slavery, ere* we can ajiprcciate the force of 
the temptation, or rather impulse, to which (at 
the risk of her own life had the sh'ciiiug war- 
rior been roused by the attempt) this heroic 
daiighten* of the desert sacrificed tJie natural hor- 
ror of her sex for blood. Nay, \ve should re- 
member, that, as an Arab woman (which being 
descended from Hobab the Kenites all were) she 
infringed, to deliver her Jewish adopted country, 
maxims de*arer to tlijs day, to her race, than even 
llie feedings of sox, or the relentings of humanity. 
Within the sacred shelter of his tent, no Bedouin 
would even now (especially after offering him the 
refreshment of milk) take the life of the murderer 
of his only son. It must therefore have been a 
higher and purer motive far than human revenge. 
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wliirh nnrvrd tin* urin. ;iim] Kti't'h'd I lin f(»;d. ol 
t(» }m‘coii\'' tin* rxnnitioin'r nt* nin* (huunrd hy Jr- 
Imvali. li(*t tin* rflncl of tiu* wlmlt* strik'nn^,' Iii-- 
Inry iipfui <)urs<*lv(*v, instead ol’ liar"!! r^sadcitiuii- 
tion of an art. wliirli rhaniv*' (»i‘ tinu's and iia]>}>irr 
<-ir(*ninstanrr^ tdrhid n** adc<[natrly to apprrriatr, 
lx* t]iankfnlix‘!»< to (o>d for that inildrr <li>p(*iisi> 
tion of Ilis provid<‘H4*t*.an«lpin*(*r rovrlation <d'JIis 
will, which rriidt‘i> it i!npo»il>h‘ that women ran 
ever lx* raih‘d (»n to cherish even tlx* thon:<ht ot 
veiiijeanee, far h*^s to pollnti* tlx*nise!ves with 
deeds of hhxxl ! 

j{nt your natural remark ha^ led us to antii i- 

pat(* How came Sisc‘ra,a fui;ili*. **,into the pow»*r 

of dael ? 

« 

Mauv. f)h. Mama! it wa^ sun* to hapjaxi, 
you kn(»w, he<*au*'e (oxl said it. All his nim* hun- 
<Ired chariot^ could do h.im no good, 1<U' he tied 
away on his feet, ' and his hosts w<*re di-'comhted 
with the edge of the vword hefore jlarak, ami 
then* was not a man I(*ft.’' 

Mam a. A vi< tory laith in magnitude and < (nn- 
j)let(‘in‘ss worthy of Him hy wimsc Spirit it ha«l 
heeii predicted, and hy whose mighty arm it was 
achieved I Nor is the nohJe od** of triumph which 
follows un\v(X’l hy <»f the glorious theme. JJul he- 
fore W4* rt*-«*cho its notes <»f prai'^e, let ii^ <‘uham*e 
for a moment the triumphaut siraim hy a view ol 
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llui far tliUVrciit anticipations with whicli the re- 
Inrn of tin' slain commander was already, in iina- 
^'inalicni, Jtailed hy liis inotlier and Iter attendants. 

M ARv. Mama ! I can’t lielp being’ sorry for 
the inotln'r of Sisera. 

JVIaihfa. In so saying, yon only add your un- 
so}>histicated homage to the tnith and nature which 
have been universally felt to porvad(i these effu- 
sions of maternal jwide and tenderness. Long, 
long indeed, would the mother of Sisera continue 

10 look through the lattice in vain for his trium- 
phant return ; nor is it knowji \vln»ther she ever 
enjoyed the poor gratification of recovering his 
inanimate remains. Be this as it may, the pas- 
sage must ever exhil)it an additional proof, that 

lie who knew what was in man,” dictated even 
the interesting (ipisodes which adorn the history 
of the Bible. 

But n e must go back a little, and analyze the 
‘‘ song of jiraise” of Deborah. Wluit does it be- 
gin by coinineinorating ? 

Mary. The “ avenging of Israel.” 

Mama. Yes, thereby ascribing unreservedly 
all the glory to Him to whom it was due, and 
calling in a sublime strain all the kings and 
princes of the trembling earth to bear witness to 

1 1 is supremacy. But after exhausting the loftiest 
terms to express the alarm and submission with 
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Avliirli God's works in Ixdialf'or f sraol had 

oiifo inspired tlu‘ m'i‘*h])oiiriij|L;’ nations, in whaf 
hniuiliatiii|Lr contrast i<tln‘ silnatioii oj'ihc tonner 
placed, Avlien, hy corrnj*lin<;' tlieir wav," lhe\ 
had provoke<l tin* Jjord to forsake tlnnii? 

Mary. It says, lliat in the days of Shariiijar 
the highways were nno<*cnpied, and lJu* travellers 
walkt‘d thron^Ii l>y-ways : ainl tlu‘ inhahitants oi 
tin* villai^es ceased/* Was this InMaO'.c' of roh- 
hers, oi* Idj* tear of tin* kinti: td* llazor's jn'oph* r 
M VM Ihith [imhahly, I’or tin* same eornij>- 
tioii" which (‘Xjio^ed them to the latter i^rievance 
A\ (»n!d stirel V (*ntaii tin* former corse aK(». Tln^ 
n>ot of the Avliole evil occurs in the lO'xt ver^'C — 
Avliat was it ? 

Mary. “ They those noAv ^ods,'* and tlttit" 

it add". was Avar in tlie ^»^at(‘s.*’ 

AIama. Anil hy wliat del'encele"s state of the 
once cliosen iiatimi, is Sham<;ar's choice of an o.r- 
fffKtft to tij^ht with, at once explained? 

.MarA'. '^i'liere wji" not a shield or a spear 
amoiiR' forty thousand in Urael I" 

M \Ai J’lven so. one oi the iii'st ads oi their 
I'oiKjnerors seennn'*' to ha\ e ahva\" heen (as we 
shall see more fnll\ e\einj)liiitMl in the case ol the 
l*liili"tine" ) disarmim;: their unhappy vassal". 
Doc" not this scaji itv of arms make the victory 
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just hy iho Israelites b(»th mon' woialer- 

<iil ill itself, and mere decidedly cd* God ? 

JM \iiv. Oil! yes. Gut is not Deliorali a litt](» 
too ]‘roinI ? Slie says all tJiis l!aj)]>encd till she 
arosi*, a inotlun* in Isra<*l.” Surely it was God 
wlio raiM'd her up, and not she lnM-self. 

Ma’ma. a Irntli, Mary, wliicli none can sus- 
pect ••(» pious a woman, even in the evnltation of 
her hear,’, ol* ever forirettinp;. So Ikr Irorn arro- 
^atinj;* t<» hers<'lf any merit in tlie recent deliver- 
ance, s]n‘ not oidy says, “ Tlu' Lord made nu^ 
have dominion over the mii.d»tyi” hut expressly 
calls on the j;*(»vernors and ufreat men amonp^ lu‘r 
p(‘ople, t<» “ r(‘hearse” with her “ tiie miu^lit y acts 
of the Jjord ^ hy whieli those who could fornmrly 
iKit ev<Mi <Iravv >vater unmolested by the “ noise 
of archers,” miirht now, as “ His ]>eojde, ^o down 
fre(* l(» their ^»'ates !” Did you ohserv(‘ how these 
men, who “ sit in judgment, ’ are liere addressed 
hv Dehor ah ? 

Mary. ‘‘ Vo that ride on white asses.” Yon 
have oft<;n told me, when speaking <»f onr Lord’s 
entry into JiTusalein, that, so far from being a 
int‘aii way of travelling, it Avas used by all the 
great j)i'ople among the Jt'ws. 

Maima. Yes, partly from the ahs<Mico of horses, 
to “ innltiply’ which. Ave have lately seen, was 
prohibited, and partly from the immense siipe- 
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riority the ass <»f' those eonnfries over the des- 
pised and degraded animal of onr own. 

IJnt after distrilniting; praise to sueli of llu* 
tribes as (like Zehnion) “jeopanleil tlieir lives 
iinfo the death,’* and reproaehe^ to olIu‘r>, mIio 
(I ik(* Dan) ** reniaiiie<r* iineoiie4>rji(Ml in their ships, 
what (‘xfraordinary and sUjHmatnral allies does 
tlii' in^]>in‘(l woman r4*pn‘s(*Mt as joining* with 
Israel in the l»attle 4if the J^ord r 

IMauv. Slie says, “ the stars in their eonrses 
fought agaijJst SiM*ra;“ and tin* riv(‘r, tln^ ancient 
river Kishon, swt*pt them away.’* 

M \MA. Hy this nolile figuia* «d‘ s]mm*c1i, >ii(‘ is 
tlionght to denote sm‘li tliimders, lightning, and 
rain, as iiave <d‘ten (as if sent fiann lM‘av«Mi) add- 
ed to tin* discomlitnn* of routed armies ; and 
hy ^\l^ich tln‘ raj»i(l torrent of the Jvislion was 
sw4*ired, till, with <h‘va^ta(ing fury, it swept the 
remnant <d' tin* ho*'t <»f Sisera lM*for<* it. 

And imw. with tin* <*nijdiath' ( tirst* tm “ Meroz,” 
for its hack war<lin*ss in tin* servict* of tin* [i<»rd 
(which the learrn*d «(msi(h*r to he inUillinl hy 
the very nn*mory of its nann* and sil<* having 
perishefl from the* earth), w«* mnsl eoinliid** onr 
r<*view ol’ tin* Song of Deborah — the pot'lry and 
snhlimitv of whicii even inM(h*Is hav<‘ aitknow- 
ledg«*d; whih? Christians may ilraw from it ati 
4*xamj)h* of praise, for still inibhr victory and 
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JNfAM.x. Tlu'S(‘ three eliapters, wliicli, as ceiii- 
the hislery of tho same eiriineiit indivi- 
dual, it would liave he(Mi iinin-ojx'r to separate, 
place hefore us a tVesli series c)f transj^ressions, 
and (‘(niseiiuent miseries on the side of the Is- 
raelites, and oF pardon and reVnd’ on the part 
of Him wlio delij^litetli in mercy.’’ No sign- 
er ind(*ed, tlironfchout the whole hook, do wo soo 
tlie chanijfions siux^essively raised up hy' God, 
gathered to tludr fathers, <»r does a "eneratioii 
arista hy wJiom their exploits are forjj!^(»tten, than 
idolatry, disol)edien(^e, and rebellion, “ come in” 
ai^^ain “ like a flood,” bringing with them oppres- 
sion and tyranny, as their just and pianlicted 
punishment. lL»w long had the “ land rest after 
he victory over Sisera ? 

Maky. Fort y years ; 1 suppose till the death 
►f Del)orah. 

Mama. Ainl from what quarter, not altogetiier 
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an alien one, did llie eJiastisement of the t‘\ il 
doinij’s ' of llie <'hildreii of Israel this time coiner 

JNJaky. “ The L(n*d <leliven*d IIkmu for seven 
yt^ars into the hand of JMidian,” and tlie cliildreii 
of till! Kast” came np ai>:ainst them. 

Mama. Can you tell me hy what ties of hlood 
both should have been restrained from ])er scent- 
ing Israel ? 

JMauy. I don’t know jiny. Wlio were the 
Midianltcs ? 

Mama. Descendants of Abraham, by his second 
wife Ketiirah : who, thonf;i;;li like tlio sons of Jsh- 
inael (here called “ Children of the East*’) not 
partakers in tlie sjiiritnal blessintj^s confined to the 
proi^eny of Isaac, Inid received from their weallJiy 
pariMit an inheritance ample eiioii»’]i to liave in- 
duced them to cultivate friendly feeling's towards 
the elder branch of their coininon family. Yet 
so far was this from being- the case, that their 
cruelty seems to have driven the childnni of Is- 
rael to a pitch of distress not before mentioned ; 
what was it ? 

Mary. They wxu*e oblig-ed to make caves and 
dens in the rocks to liide in ; and the Midianites 
destroyed all the corn they had sown, and ‘‘ left 
no sustenance for Israel, neither she(*j>, nor ox, 
nor ass.’’ 

Mama. Did you observe by Avhat means this 
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iIr(*a(iAiI desolation was ae{*oni])lislied ? Did they 
inarrli armies alone into tin* ravag(*d land of Is- 
rael ? 

Makv. No ; tli(*y came np as j2:rasshop])crs 
f<a’ multitinh* ; for holli they ainl th<‘ir cann*ls were 
n iihoiit liiiniher : and tln^y entered into the lam! to 
destr(»y it.” 

Mama. If y<ni had comprised in one sentence 
all 4 he ac( omits j»iveii ns hy travellers, from that 
day ; o the present, of the wand(‘ring habits and 
predatory incursions of the Aralis, yon could not 
have drawn a truer ]>icturc of a race who still 
swarm periodically out of their deserts into tluj 
neighbouring countries ; s<‘ttling down with their 
rude tents and countless flocks of camels and 
Jiorsc's, till every green thing vanishes as €*ffec- 
tiially before them as before tin? flights of locusts 
(not grasshoppers, as we translate it), to whom 
they are here compared. 

What was the effect on Israel of this fearful 
visitation ? 

Maiiy. They “ cried unto the Lord,*' and the 
Lord sent them a })ropIiet. 

IVIa.-ma. And did he immediately, as in former 
<‘ases, promise them deliverance ? 

jMakv. No, no ; he only seems to have re- 
minded them, in God's name, how far they had 
disobeyed Him. But an angel came to Gideon, 
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wlio, J Mi|»j>ost*, was brttt'i* tliaii liis wirki-i.| 
boiir.s, and n<tvc<I tli<* triu* (iod. 

INIa-MA. ,/;/ anui*), Mary ! Ila\c u »* ia»t jM>- 
sitivc* ri'a^nii t(» <*oih'lfjd<* tin* <a*I«'*«.ti;d xi'^itaiit t«» 
Ik* a liiii'lnT pcismi far r 

]Ma 1{V. Lrt im* st‘r — ol» ' \ r>*. 1 did not ok- 
s«*rvt*. H<» savN to <ri(U‘oii, “ Jlavi* n<»t / '‘nut 
l]n*«‘ ?” 

AIama. J*]vrii (lidi'oin iiiiioiant a*' In* wa^, 
to Jiaxc iiiKlfrvtooil this, for la* ralU liin; 
at oiici* ** My Lord and tin* .lows nniv<‘rsally ac- 
kin»\> it. from tin* nann* .frhovali (wJiich wo 

Iraiislato la»rd) h(*ini»: in fh<* narrativi* ascrilK'd to 
ihi* sjM akor. W'liat was (iidrtniV linnihlo (K'cii- 
pation xvJicn tlins admitl<*d to tin* prosonrt* of (iod ? 

M MSN . Tlirasliin^ wheat, ‘Mama, to liide it 
from tin* .Midianites. 

.Ma:ma. ^’es, heatin*!;* it (xx liieli I lie word lien* 
signifies) in a jirivjiti* eorner. trUh n sink, not darin^■ 
to tresid it ou; holdiv a> usual witii oxi'in for fear 
of the rohlnTs hy whom Jie was snrronnded. J^y 
wlnit lofty tith* was this timid yomii^ hnshsiiidman 
iinexpertedly accosted ? 

JMakv. “ "J'he J^ord is xx’itli tlM*e, tlioii mighty 
man of valour!’’ How surprised lie must Juive 
h(‘(‘n to Ji(‘ar liimself called so ! 

Mama. Yes, Mary, and sinful as was no doiiht 
the distrust of Hod implied in his first aiisNver, 
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tl. rsoiial hiiitiility vvliidi ac(‘(»iU|miii(Hl itJUAfc 
ill '.(iMc ilctj^n'o liavo atoiKui it. Ilinv (J(m‘s In* 
i' * liif! ill, 'it e]MtIn*t of inin'Iit)"/' which sounclinl 
ii iv • like a iiiock(‘ry ? 

‘‘ (> iny Lonj, whm*witlial sliull J 
sav(‘ I Ku*] ? Bduild iny family if:? poor in J\ia* 
iiasij^ci , ami J am the least in my father s house.'* 
]\l;r*ia ! J^^>ses was just the same, till God said 
“ / \i> iJ he with him.” 

ViaMA. And tlio same gracious jiromise ongJit 
to have satisfied Gidc on. JTumaii nature, how- 
ever, was we.'dv in both, and both “ re<juir(*d a sign 
of the Lord.’* But how did Gideon first jirove his 
jiiety, and coiisefjuent claim to so gr<*at a favour? 

AIaijy. He besought the angel to stay till lie 
went for a “ ]>reseut,” and he brought one of 
“ flesli, and broth, and cak<*s.” Surely, Mama, if 
lu! kii(!w it was the Lonl,” bringing him food 
was useless ! 

hlA,u.\. Jt was precisely his “ knowing it to 
be the laual, ’ tliat made tlie “ mcaf of h'hifj' (here 
erroneously translated present”) peculiarly ap- 
propriat(N and as such acceptable, ft was a rdi- 
yiom saenfive, by which, in the- overflowing of a 
j^rateful heart, Gideon sought to entitle himself 
o the continued favour of his (ffid. How was its 
K*c,eptain*e manifested ? 

Mahy. Fire came out of the rock when the 
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anp'l t(MirliO(l it with liis staff, aiul <’<nisiinu‘<i the 
sacrifice, and then Gideon first kuvw fa?' arfffhi 
tJiiit Jie liad seen (he T^(n*d fiic(* to face, and was 
afraid. Gut the Lord said, “ Pt‘ac(‘ he unto thee, 
fear not, thou shall not die.’’ 

Mama. Ohs(*rve the ])ioits spirit in which (Ji- 
deon inmn'diately coiniueinin'alt'd tliis graciinis 
assurance, hy hnildinij;’ an altar, and calling- it “ Je- 
hovah-shaJon, ' oi* ‘‘the [anal sinid l^«*ace/' Jiiit 
wliat vindicati<»n of God's awful niaj«*sty must take 
jdace, ere even tin* i>dod iiit<nitions of a |iions ln*arl 
could find accejitance? 

Mauv. (lideon was first to throw down his 
fath(*r’s altar to JJaal, ami the j^rovc* that was he- 
sido it. I iow stranj;*e that an idtdatianis lather 
shonhl have so ^’ood a son ! J wcnnler if /ic had 
<nic(‘ worsJiij)])ed Gaal too? 

;\Ja3IA. Very ]>os-sihly; hut, if s(». “ the days 
(»f that i^noraiue (iinl winhed at,’’ in considera- 
tion of tin? lioiy Z(sd and holdness with which 1u^ 
now set ahont his [)erilons task. W hat linn* was 
he ohli,i!^(‘d to choose for the W(»rk of destriicticni, 
ainoni^ a peoj)Ie, alas I “ wliolly j»iveii to idola- 
try ?” 

Maiiv. Tin* Jiip^ht, M.ama ; and wlu*n inorninj* 
eaiin*, and they saw llaal’s altar down, and an- 
other hnilt in its place, they told (iideons father 
1<i hrinp^ out liis son that he inif^^ht die. 
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\M\. And luiw was this demand of a vviiole 
cnraived met by one of tlie hnitd»1est ainon^ 

them ? Did lu; entreat them to spare his son, or 
male any apoloi^y for him? 

M\i!V. TS'o, he 1»ehare<l witii mon* s(Mise and 
spir'l ; t“llin<j^ them, that, if Baal Avas a God, lie 
eonid v<Ty W4‘]l plena for himself, and punish tin' 
man wiio t!ire>A’ down liis altar. 

j\! Ai Does this reiniml yon of anotlier iroui- 
i-al . <'eli to the same efi'ect, made on a similar 
oeeasion, not hy a conv(‘rt(‘d idolater, hut hy a 
faithful st'ivant of God ? 

iMauv. Oh I yes ; Kli jah moekcd the, jn ic'sts of 
Baid in the same Avay, aa<l said, he mast he ‘‘ sleep- 
ing'” or i^oiie on a journey,” when he <lid not 
aiiswi'r their jirayers. It was Aery hold in both, 
Mama, hut <*sp<'<‘ially in Joasli, and I Avoiider the 
|nM)j)le minded him. 

IVl AM A. Truth AA’iH often ])reA%‘iil, Mary, inMui 
with an incenst'd multitude, and the conseienees 
of some at least among’ them must have been “ on 
the Lord’s side.” 

But Avhat still more formidable eiieuih^s <Iid 
<Jid(‘oii’s hold attaek on idolatry provoke ? 

Mahy. All the Mi<liaiiites, and Amalekites, 
and children of the east, Avere gathered together 
in ,lezre(*l. But Gideon Avas not afraid ; for the 
Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and he blew a 
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U‘ninp(>t, aiul snit and ^•atlicn‘d an 

army too. 

^Iam a. So thr Ids t'ondiui. was c*oiira”ooiis :i> 
woll as pnidnil. But <Iid ho, wilhout farthor 
inisyivini»s, 4*oniido in tho ])romi>(' of tin* J^ord, 
“ Snr(‘ly/will ho with tlioo, and thou shaJt smito 
tho ^lidianitos as om* man ?” 

-Mauv. Nf> ; ho still wantod tlio siii^ii” ho Jiad 
askod for Inddro, to make sure tliat (iod would 
indood save Israol. How foolisli not to b(‘lievo 
him at oikh' ! 

jVTaaia. It is a folly, Mary, whioh thousands 
to tills day sharo with tho far loss oulpablo hus- 
bandman of Manasstdi, tho loast. in an obsouro fa- 
mily of an insignificant tribo in Israol. You aro 
roady to blanio (Tidoon for not at onoo mobilizing 
in himsolf tho fnturo dolivoror of Tsraid, and ooii- 
qnoror of Midian; nJiat sliall wo say of thoso for 
whom doll voranoo and comjiiosts /tare actually boon 
achiovod, and who yot ln*sitato to ajipropriato to 
thomsolves tlio bmiofits of tho victory ? Arc not 
thoir doubts more sinful far, and more insulting 
to God, than tho test proposed by tho simph* 
shojihord of ManassoJi? 

Mauv. None but a sliophord lad would surely 
have thought of such a miracle. It seems very 
childish. 

Mama. When talking once of miracles, did avo 
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•sii' it was tlicir iiiugiiitiuk^ and iinj)ortaiirc only 
wImcIi j)rov<*d tlioiii to In* sin li ? 

Mai{V. No ; for you told me the sw'iinmiiig’ of 
an iroji a>:(^-heiid on tlie waters oi“ Jordan was as 
nna !• a iniiaeh* as feeding five thousand men 
with a lew loaves and fislu's. 

i. True; aiul why? d(» you reiinmd>er? 

JNJahv. lieeanse none but (iod could change 
or int, I ten .vith the laws of nature, and it w^as 
not munral for iron to swim. 

IMaima. 1 am glad you have understood as 
Avell as recollected the test by which the genuine- 
ness of all miracles, whether great or small (as 
you would call them) must be tried. Was it 
naiural, then, for dew to fall on all around, while 
the fleece of Gideon remained dry, or again to 
fall on it alone ? 

M Ally. < >h ! no ; 1 see that few mirack's could hi* 
juore difficult, thoiigli I thouglit little of it at first. 

JMa3IA. If you had thought a little more deep- 
ly j/otr, you would have seen that the word diffi- 
culty’’ is altogether out of place, in speaking of 
that which can only he perfin iiied by Oniiiipo- 
leiice. To IJini who made the world, all inter- 
ruptions of its order are alike ])Ossible and easy, 
lint, for finite minds like ours, it is indeed “ diffi- 
cult” to get rid of a difi’ereiit imjiressioii : Did 
the “ sign” veijnired satisfy Gideon ? 
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iNIakv. Y(*s ; wIkmi (mkI had kindly done it for 
him a second time. Hnt why, in the world, Mama, 
<lid (rod make him send away almost all his army, 
when the Midianites Avere so many and sfnmg-? 

Mama. For tin* reason assipied hy Himself, 
“ lest Israel vaunt themselves aj^ainst me, saying, 
Mim* own hand hath saved me.'^ 

Maiiv. Ah ! I had overlook(‘d that. But AAdiat 
a curious method was taken to find out which 
wen* to stay ! It seemed almost as trifling as the 
fle(‘ce of (lideon. 

Mama. On the contrary, it only proved, that 
He who. in the elo(]iu*nt language of Job, is call- 
ed the lutihii' of the drops of dew,’’ is a ‘‘ dis- 
cerner also of the hearts of the children of men.” 
Many have supposed that the various modes of 
drinking resorted to by the warriors of Gideon, 
sh(‘wed a greater or less degree of effeininjicy 
and weakness, or of courage and resolution. But 
He Avho “ kncAv what AA^as in man” lU'eded no such 
external indications ; and, wlieii Ave consider the 
nature, of tin? victory wliich, by means of the three 
hundred left, God was about to accomplish, their 
great(ir or less share of strength and courage Avas 
of very little consequence. Linder AA’liat homely 
figure Avas this great discomfiture jwedicted in a 
dream to a man of Israel ? 

Mauv. It was as odd as all the rest. He dreamed 
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fliat ii barley eake rolled into tlie cainj) of Midiaiij 
and tlirew down tlie tents. 

Mama. Y<*s; and God ]K‘rmitt('d Gideon to 
overliear the inspired a]»plication of the dream to 
biinself, from wliicli, witli bis usual piety, be drew 
iiiati rials for p-aise and encouraf^emeiit. I5ut, 
witli wbat singular weapons did lie sirm liis little 
band of cbosen followers ? 

Mauy. With “ trumpets and pitcbors, and 
lamj». taein.’’ How could be tbiiik of such 
tbiiif^'-s ? 

IMajua. If the obj(»et was t(» create surprise 
and confusiou in the unsusjiectin^ camp of tlie 
enemy, 1 don’t know that better could have been 
chosen. The blowiiijif, all at once, of three hun- 
dred trumpets, must have fearfully awakened the 
sliiinherin^ Midianites ; while the loud crasli of 
the cartluMi jars, and sudden f>lare of llui torches 
concealed in them, must have consjured to terrify 
and h(^wilder tliem. What do we find to have 
been tlu» result of this iii^lit attack ? 

Marv. Oh ! they were bewildered enough, for 
some killed each other, and the rest fled ; and all 
Israel gathered against them, and took them, and 
cut off the heads of two of their princes. 

Mama. This will teach you, I think, not to 
undervalue, in future, the trifling means by which 
the greatest designs of Providence are frequently 
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nhoiil. TIh* ^ainr wlm inv<‘'<trjl 

t)u' “ tnnn)»t*fs” nf wllli pnAvn* Ui Irvol flu* 

]»n>U(l walls 4»f .Icriclio. «‘(nil<i ‘iiMid honn* iIhmt 
M ast with withorniti* terror t<» tht* hearts of tiu* 
rniel Mi(]iaMite>. Hut we luiisi not forget tl'r 
prevailing; wateliwoul with wlnrli tin* vietory was 
h‘(J on and achieved ; wiiat was it r 

Maiiy. ‘ "rh(‘ sword <if the Lord and oj 

(iidecni.” 

Mama. Y<'s ; that <lin*<*t ackiniwled^im nt <d‘ 
the pn*seiie(‘ and power of lehovali, hv' which 
roncjiiest anioiip; the Israelites iH‘ver failed to he 
us]i(*re(l in. 

AVe nnist hasten over the eoinparatively nniin- 
portaiit details of the snhseqnc' »,’inmphs of <ii(h*- 
on ; only remarking’ that thoiigli. like othe* d* the 
age, not unaccompanied \vith escessiv, s<»vi»rity 
ami indnlgenee of personal revetige, they w»Te, on 
the whole, in sonic measure ]>alliated hy acts of pr€»- 
vioiis treaeliery on the part of tlieir victims. Of the 
deaths of liis hretlireii, he was, even hy the law of 
Moses, the legal avenger; and “ blood for blood’" 
was the stern rfHpiisitioii of those iron times, l^et 
ns he thankful for living, when the most attaidied of 
relatives would shrink from iinhrning his hands in 
that of even a brother’s murderer ! But wliile we 
lament the ferocity w'itli wdiich <Tid(*oii piirsiieil 
his vengeance, let ns do justice to his noble dis- 



,!!«] to (Jod, in ro- 

jt^ctinjj^ tiu* jJKJjiosjil ol |0‘nji:im‘nt sovorcipity 
over Israel, n liicli (in ch (iaiue of Ills exj>r(‘ss 
proliihilion against kings,) was made him hy it^ 
short-sighted rulers. IJow was this noble denial 
worchid ? 

Mary. “ I will not rule over you, iieitlier shall 
my son rule ovov you. The Lord shall rule over 
you. ’ This was quite right. But, Mama ! 1 think 
“ ear-rings” were always to be put to a bad use 
in the Bible ; for Gideon s ephod was almost as 
wrong as Aaron’s ealf. 

Mama. It was, Mary ; and like all the sins 
and weaknesses of the less faulty characters of 
Scriptun?, it is inijnirtially recorded for our cx- 
am])le and warning. From other errors of Gideon, 
our next reading will shew that lamentable con- 
sequences to his family sprung. But, in the mean 
time, let us draw from his chequered history dciip 
insight into the mysterious ways of Providence, 
and a humbling conviction of the inherent sinful- 
ness that cleaves to the best of its human instru- 
ments. Who can view Gideon as represented by 
the unerring hand of inspiration, — at once coura- 
geous and desponding, pious and distrustful, dis- 
daining power, and yet abusing it for purposes of 
vengeance, without recognising a faithfiil picture of 
human inconsistency ? Who can behold him one 
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<]aY “ valiant for llio tnitli * ai^^aiiist a nation 

of idolators ; tluMioxt, rofii^iii" to lead tin* arnii<‘s 
of Jeln»vali >vitlnnit tin* siiperflnons enroiiraefeiinnit 
of a “ sii»-n from heaven;’* in youth, f)veiiiirninpc 
the elieri^Inul nionnnient^ of his paternal idol M'or- 
ship ; ainl. in ag^e, making an ejihod*' for a snare 
to himself and his ]>olluted household, M'ithont 
exclaiming, in hnmbli* recognition of infirmities 
from which noin* among ns are exempt, “ Lord, 
what is man that thou art mindful of him ; or the 
son of man tliat thou shouldst visit him 
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Li'sson. — Chapters ix. and x. 


Ma.,ia. The somewhat hurried manner in 
wliidi the length of yesterday’s leading obliged 
us to dismiss the latter portion of tlie life of 
Gideon, makes it expedient to look back to what 
is said of his surviving family, and tlieir treatment 
by their countrymen, amid the renewed corrup- 
tioii which quickly ensued upon his death. How 
many sons did (lidt^on, or Jerubbaal, as he is in 
tliis day’s reading calleil, leave? 

Maiiv. Three score and ten ; what a number ! 
But it says he had many wives. 

Mai\ia. Yes, JVIary ; in those primitive times, 
a plurality of wives was tolerated, if not expressly 
permitted among tlie Jews. But, in innumerable 
instances, besides the present (such as the* families 
of David, of Solomon, and oth(»r rulers of Israel, 
who were li*d, by tlieir wealth and jiower, to mul- 
tiply these sourci^s of domestic discord) great in- 
dividual sorrows, as well as family misfortunes. 
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wt*ro tlio of ;i departure from the law 

of marriage, as wisely iustitiited by God Himself 
at tile ereatioii of the world. These were still far- 
ther ai^^ravated, when, as in the ease of Gideon 
hiinsell', and (‘veii in thatoF Abraham the “ friend 
of God," wives of iiderior rank (chiefly female 
slave>) were added to the ii limber; whose sons, 
lilvt' Ishnuu'l, and Abimeleeh, and Absalom, liav- 
int*- no lawFiil inheritance, or natural rank among 
their bri'tliren, became turbulent and discontented ; 
“ their hand again>t every man, and every marfs 
hand against them.’’ 

J3y what ingratitude on the part of the children 
of Israel wjis Abimeleelfs wicked designs against 
his brethi’mi rendered easy of execution ? 

Maih'. They “ shew(‘d no kindness to the 
house of Gideon, according to all the goodness 
wiiich he had slnwved unto Israel.” 

M AMA. Yes, Mary ; even thus did the same 
volatile j)eo])le, wlio remembered not tlie Lord 
tlieir (bid wlio delivered them on every side,” ug- 
glect those very descendants of Gideon, w hom they 
had clamoured to hav(> for hereditary kings ! Hut 
by wdiat jilausible arguinents did Abimeleeh strive 
to stir u[) first his mothers family, and then all 
the iu(*n of Sliechem, against the rest of his nn- 
hajipy brethren ? 

AIakv. “ Whether is it better for you that all 
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the sons of Jembliaal, three score and ten j)ersons, 
reig-ii over you, or that one reip^n over you ? Re- 
iiieniher also that I am your hone and your flesh.” 
I thouf^lit that Gideon had said that none of his 
sons slioidd “ ride over iIhuu.” 

J\Jai\lx. So did that, in many rc^speets, wise and 
^■ood man decide. But the ainhition inseparable 
from jiersons born in an eminent station, probably 
l('d a!' his sons, more or less, to aspire at domi- 
nion. if not, the words of Abiinelech woidd have 
liad less fatal weight. From what treasury was 
he sii])pli(*d with the means of getting up his re- 
bellion ? 

Maiiv. They gave him money out of the 

house of Baalheritli.” Was he the same as Ihial ? 

Mama. The latter, yon know, (whicli signifies 
L(»rd,) was a gem*ral name for tlie Caiiaaiiitish 
deities. Tlie one jiarlicularly meant here, is sup- 
posed to have been so called from resenting broken 
liovenants ; perhaps as the avenger of the insult 
to idol worship ottered by the courageous Gideon. 
But what use (ipiite of a piece with the source 
from whence it flowed,) did Abiinelech make of 
this ill-gotten treasure ? 

Maky. He “ hired vain and light persons) 
which followed him.” 

Mama. Yes, of such are generally composed 
flic chief abettors of every insurrection against 

L 2 
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lawful aiitliorily iu cluinli and state. From the 
r(^crt‘ant p^odless Lev ites, avIio niustercd a1 llie iiii- 
])ioiis call of Korah, to all Avlio were in dis- 
tress, or ill debt, or discontented,'’ who ilocki'd to 
David (not as tln^ ciioseii fntnn' kina: of Israel, 
Imt merely as an outlaw and fugitive from Saul), 
tliose two class(*s of supporters, the needy and 
irreligious, (as wii are told “ vain and lig'ht” should 
here he rendered), have ever abounded under the 
banners of revolt. Tin* hateful character of the 
jwesent tnmnlt was soon proved by the massacre 
in Avhich it tcTiniiiated ? Wliat was the first act 
of Abimelech ? 

Mahy. How shocking* ! He w’ent to his own 
father's house, and slew his sixty brethren “ all 
on om‘ stone,” all <*xc<»j)t Jothain, avIio hid himself. 
Mama! this was just like little Joasli escaping 
from Athaliah. 

Mam a. And two massacres of similar atrocity 
are hapjiily unparalleled in Scripture. But learned 
men liav<! sujiposed idolatry, as well as ambi- 
tion, to hav^e had its share in both ; and that the 
“ stone’’ on which Abimelech reinors(»lessly sacri- 
Ih-ed liis brc^thren, was a fragment of the altar of 
Baal, overturned by his pious father. If this was 
indeed so, Avhat memorial to the true God do we 
find lo have been polluted by being the scene of 
the proclamation of Abimelech? 
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IVIvuv. Tli(» pillar of 1 foi'j^'-<*( ahoiif 

it. 

IVIa.^ia, Don’t you reiin*inlK»r it was s('( up l»y 
•losliiiri (ir- tin; snpp<>se<l ])1a(*o (»f (lod’s first ajipcar- 
aiK c* t»» Ahraliain), as a porpi'tiial inoniorial of l lie 
covonanl l*(‘t\voeii liini anti tho oliildron of Israel? 

INIary. Yes, T remeinbor now : it inifj^lit liav(‘ 
slianied these wicked rniird(Ters ! Jhit, Mama, 
docs til Tc ikjL seem soinethiiifj^ childish in Jot ham 
tolling 1 o* j»eop]<* silly fahlt's ahrint trees sjioak- 
iii'il’,” instead of n'lnindinti: them at ome (as he 
did afterwards), of the jj^ootl his fatlnn* had dom* 
them, and the bad return they had made for it ? 

Mama. If we did not find that, to this day, 
such fictions are both aceeptabh? and convincing 
to the people of the same countries, it mif»ht be 
esteemed “ silly’’ to employ them. Jhit the higher 
examjde of our Lord, wh«> (fhougli, astli(‘ aiitlior 
of all truth, he abstains fnmi pt*rsoiiification of 
inanimate objects), has p(»rpetnal rei imrse to ima- 
ginary circnnistaiices to excite tin* attention of his 
hearers, has lent to the “ parabh*s” of the Last a 
dignity and imiiortance wlfn h must ever shield 
them from cont(‘m]»t. Even in this silly fable,” 
as you art» tempted to call it, of Jotham, there is 
much ingenuity and force of rebuke ; while, by 
ushering it in witli an apj>eal to tin* true (»od, he 
gave it a strong claim on tlie conscience, as well 
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as tlie inidorstandiiiir (d‘ liis couiitryiiieii. WJiaf 
tMiidd more aptly illustrate the base and unworthy 
selection of th(» de^cMierate “ son of aniaid servant,'’ 
to he their hea<l and rider, than the comparison of 
a rude and profitless bramble, exalted at the (*x- 
pensc of the consecrated olive, and nutritious fiiir, 
and vine, that maketh ^lad the Iieart of man?’' 
Or what could more bitterly typify the ing-rati- 
tude of the Israelites for the substantial benefits 
conferr(‘d on them by Gideon ? So conscience- 
struck, indeed, do they seem to liave been, tliat 
we read of no man that “ answered him a word;” 
and that his jiarable was emphcTtic as well as in- 
genious, the mutual fire’’ with which Abimelech 
and his wicki'd associat(;s vexed and consumed 
each other, in due tim<» testified. 

Mow soon did tin* “ evil sjiirit” betwi'eii these 
confedm-ates in wickedness break out? 

M AUY. “ W hen Abinielei'h had reigned three 
years in Jsraid, the men of Shecheni dc;alt treacher- 
ously with him.” 

Mama. And in rec|uit.al of wdiat crime was 
tliis {lermitted ? 

Maiiv. Oh ! the murder of his three score 
brethren. 

Mama. And was this to be avenged on Abi- 
melech alone? 

Mary. No, no ; on the men of Shechcin which 
' aided him.” 
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AFama. Yes, ;nicl m’Jion 4 « tr<'arln*iy, after rtiiii- 
Abiinelet'Ii, was to Ijr finally fiinuMl against 
tlieiiisel \ es. Oh ! Marj% li(»w slnm^- is that \oice 
of Go*l V, ifhin tlu* lireasl of 4*ven fallen creatures, 
whit )i |H'oiiipts tin* y<Hiii^est ttM'xiilt, wlnni, (*veii 
in th»> utn iti, IJis justice is vintlicalt'd, and th<‘ 
wicked taken in their <iwn in‘t I’’ Anti if rrc tlins fe(‘l 
(even \> kile in tliis inij>erfect stat(» ), as if ptM’sonally 
ecnicer jotl in tJie )>itnishnient of transenissors like 
ourse:' >5 lam we for a moment listtni to th<»se 
wht» w(»;ihl rt'jueseni the final punishiiitnit of all 
wickedness as not only unworthy <if, hut repiig*- 
nant to, God! 8o far from tJiis, it will he one of 
the most awful features of the day of judgment, 
that the wick(»d themselves must acquiest'e in the 
justice of their own condemnation. 

It would he too tedious and unprofitahle to fol- 
low Ahinielech, and his late fritmds, through the 
sickening' details of their mutual treacluTy. How 
did each try, in turn, to destiajy the other ? 

Mary, lly “ lying in wait,’’ like cowardly de- 
ceitful creatiu’es. ilut Ahinielech got the better 
at first ! 

Mama. And what criud revenge, of a piece 
with his former conduct, did he take on the city 
and men of 8hecheni, his “ horn* and his jivsh^^ as 
he lately called them ? 

M AUY. He slew all the p(‘ople, and heat down 
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tlie (‘itv, au<l sowed it with salt.” AVliat was tJial 
for? 

Mama, As a mark of savage triumph, and <»f 
a wish, at l(*.ast, to eoTisigii the s])ot (tlie birth-pla( (s 
be it rernembt'nid, «>f his iiiotlier and her family) 
to lio]»e!ess desolation. In so doing, Abimelech 
jH'rverted t<> the gnitifirat ion <»f private revengt*, 
a mark of r(‘probation ordered by (xod be set 
on the site of id<datrous cities, and on the dwel- 
lings of parricidal rebellious sons, such as his own 
act had just jwoved himself to be. But what far- 
ther barbarities did he practise on the garrison of 
the citadel, or ‘‘ tower” of SIiech(*m ? 

Mary. Oh! he burnt tinnn cruelly, and wo- 
meai among them to(» — about a thousand alto- 
gether. 

Ma]ma. Ami where had these unfortunate peo- 
ple taken refug<* ? 

Mary. “ Jn an hold <»f the house of the Oo<l 
Berith.” So he burnt the temjde of the very false 
Ood he pretended to worship ! What a wicked 
wretch ! 

Mama. But see with what prompt and strict 
retribution vengeance Avas dealt out to him, by 
nuNins of another imprisoned and des])erate gar- 
rison, ami by the hand of <nie of tin* sex he had 
so riitldessly suffered to perish. What haj>pened 
when be was in the act of ])lacing once more his 
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Mauy. A woman cast a piot'o of a iniilstono 
upon his lu'ad, and almost hroki- his skull and 
that sIk* mipi^ht not say sho hail killrd Inni, ho 
got his annoiir-bearor to tliriist him thrmigli/' 
It was too g(»od a doatli f<»r liiin ! 

Mama. A snfficiont jnoof, howovor, of that 
just v(*niieaiu'c of (lod for ]iis umiatiiral <Tnolty. 
with which tho chajitor so proptn-ly closes ; while 
tli«» in olvement in tin* saiin* f;tt<‘ of his guilty 
ahettoi’'-, shews that though for a time “ liaiid join 
in hand, the wicked shall not go impiinisluMl. " 

MV must cast a hasty glance over tin* succes- 
sive “ d(‘fend<*rs/' wlumi God, in our next chap- 
tt‘r, ‘‘raised up’* for guilty Israel. 01‘ Tola the 
first we hear nothing, nor of the (enemies from 
whom lie proved a deliverer. How long did his 
reign endure ? 

Mary. “He judg(»d Israel twenty-three yt*ai's, 
and died, and was buried in Shamir.” 

Mama, IJow few are there, Mary, arnmig 
either the judges <ir sulisecpient kings of Israel, 
of whom it would not have been well had as little 
been recorded as of this servant of God, known 
to us only by name ! Of him alone, and Ins im- 
mediate successor Jair, are then* no disgraceful 
weaknesses, or open transgressions, to beset against 
a few chequered testimonies of zeal for God, and 
devotion to his service I One negative merit must 
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at least have eertaiiily Ihmmi theirs’ ; for it-was not 
till theyAvere removed, that the ehildreii of Israel 
once more “ did evil in the si^Iit of th(‘ Lor<l,” 
after forty-fiv<* years of apparent ahstineiiee from 
idolatry — due, in all probability, to the influence 
of these two Avorthy men. 

JMauy. And now they did make up for it by 
worshipping, not Jhial only, but all the false f*ods 
they could hear of round about ! — “ The j^ods ()f 
Syria, and tJie ^^■ods of Moab, and the g’ods of 
Ammon, and tJie fj^ods of the Philistines.” Mama, 
they Avere too bad ! 

Mama. Yes, for you and 1, ]\Iary ; but not for 
Him who alone is entitled to jndj^e of the extent 
of his OAVii forbearance. But indeed even Jl is 

anger’’ Avas uoav “hot against Israel and aaIioiii 
did He make its apj>ropriate instruments? 

Mauy. Oh ! the A^ery peojde wh(»segods they 
borrowed so meanly ; the Philistines, and the 
children of Anwwn, 

Mama. And how long did this merited chas- 
tisement continue ? 

Mary. “ They vexed and oppressed the chil- 
dren of Israel eighteen years and when they 
cried at last to God, I am half glad he did not 
save them immediately ; for I am sure it was for 
their good to be put off, and reminded of their 
perpetual rebellions. I can’t be wrong now, Mama, 
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tor evoii (^0(1 ^aid lu* wouUl ilolivor tikoiu inniioro. 
and Imdo no and cry lo tlio go<Is tlu'v liad 
chostMi. 

JMama. Y(‘s, my dear; 1ml let iis lake <*ar(‘ 
le^t, ulial ill liie moalli of Jeiiovali was bill 
limate i(‘jH'ool‘aiid «-orn‘t lion, dei**em‘rales in oiir's 
into uin'iiri^lian bitleniehs. Till wi* liav<* been 
plated in the ^amt* rirtaiiiKlama's of expitsiire lo 
idolatry as I In* isratdiles, wt* can iu*\er be entitled 
to j»r>r auee tlieir tkioni ; and in so doin;*- fwblle 
simn rs, as we all are, aic*‘iin’^l' cb‘an‘r and more ir- 
resistible eonvielitms ), can w(‘ ever be sure we are 
not miwittini^ly, lilv(‘ Davitl to Nallian, condemn- 
ing' ourselves. "I'lie Israelites, as a iiatimi, forsook 
(lod every twenty or thirty \ears. Is then‘ one 
yt'ar, or even tlay, of our lives, ilnrin^- wliicii, as 
individuals, we can say we Jiav(‘ InillifiiJIy mid 
< tmseicMilioudy “ elt'avod” lo Him? Ask ymir- 
st‘lf this befttre yon are j^lad" t«» see ytnir frlUnv 
“Yevnures repid^ed from t\ie Voolstotd of tlieir of- 
eiided .fijd,i'’e ; and biiisli still more f(»r the avowal 
> of this vindictive feeling, when you reatl ol' the 
vt‘ry ojiposite emotion ascribed here to your <jod, 
viz. that his soul was grieved” for the misery of 
the chihh'eii of Israel. 

jMarv. I am quite sorry, Mama, that 1 spoke 
so harshly; but the Israelites are so ]>rovoking ! 

Mama, (’all to your aid, then, the ‘‘ charity 

M 



J34 


MORNINCb Wl'J'll MAMA. 


whicli is not easily provoked,’' and remember avIio 
it is that hath said “ Jiid^e n(»t, that ye }»e not 
jndg('d.” 1 should like to bring the (tase home a 
little to your own country and feelings. Suppose 
sonu' thousand y(*ars hence, a historian should de- 
scribe you and me (and justly) as bedojiging to a 
nation, distinguished beyond all others by (lod — 
favoured with innumerable advantages of S(ul, cli- 
mate, and situation — proteclt'd from aggression — 
shielded from tin* miseries of war — blessed with 
the most C(|ual government, and purest form of 
religion which have ever j)r(‘vailed in any laud. 
Could he go on to say that these unexamjded l>less- 
ings were in any measure deserved or requited 
by national holiness, gratitude, and devotion to 
God ? that all, or any large jjortion of us, was a 
whit better, than if such favours had been with- 
held, and such signal advaiitiiges denied us ? Alas ! 
Mary, when the irrtdigioii, ingratitude, and de- 
pravity of our country shall at length have cast it 
down from the proud pre-eminence which, as 
people favoured by God, it had long maintained, 
bow w’ould you shudder to hear the expression of 
rejoicing” over even this merited catastroplu' 
from the lips of exulting foes ! 

We know not how soon Britain may, in her 
turn, he abandoned to her idols of wealth, and 
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power, and expedient y. l^nt» ii» tlie n\ean 
Jet u*i, wJiile aelviiowledpi’ini’^ witli trend)liiit»- eon- 
•ieioiisnes's. oiir utter ineapaeity of “ doinij^ justly,’ 
at least “ love merey, and walk liiinddy befon* our 
Grul.” 
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Mama. Our last reacliii£»‘ torniinated >vith tlie 
(•x])rcssl<ms uf uinisiially siiH*(Te]K‘iiiU‘iice (arcom- 
paiiu'd \vit!i tlirlr only legitimate fruit, the sup- 
pression of idolatry) on the part of the children 
of Israel ; ami with that deeply afleeting figure of 
hiiinaii speech, hy which the “ soul” of Jeiiovah 
w^as said to “ he gri<‘ved” for their “ tnisery.” 
From the yohe of what w ju lila' and long victo- 
ri<His nation was dcdiA’^erance now ahont to he 
granted hy Him, to the j)rayers and tom of his 
peojde ? 

IVIauv. TJie children of Aniinon. Yon know' 
they had v(»xed and oppressed them for eighteen 
years; and at the end <if our last cha])ter, they 
W'(‘r<‘ gathered together and encamped at Gilead. 
And the Israelites were assenilded against tliej^i 
too ; only th(‘y w'anted a leader, and said, W'ho- 
ever would begin to fight should he ‘‘ liead” ov(‘r 
all the inhabitants of Gilead. 
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Uama. AihI hy uiiat countryman of tlioir own 
NVii-s flic rocoiiipt'iiM* oariu^d ? 

Af.' I'.v. !5y J<‘j)litliali tlic (iih'adifo, who, it siiy.s, 
was ;i uiighfy man of valour but Ids brothers 
thr•I^t !iiiu out, because he was tlie sou of a 
st Ji;»e woman.’' 

Aia?i'. Ves, like Abiiiudech, of one of fliose 
iiiferioi \\i\'es of whom we lately spoke ; wliove 
tohu’atioii, by the cai.sfcuus of the J(*ws, pr<»\(*d a 
fertil- source of family discaual and fraternal ha- 
tred /in, term straiijj^e wojuan” hen*, is inore- 
i»v(*r thought to imply that the nu>ther of ,lephthah 
was of a different nation, and on that aeecmnt h(*r 
son would be an object of double contempt and 
suspicion ; thou^-h not necessarily ex< lii(h*d by tin* 
circiiiiistaiice from a slum* in his father's inheri- 
tance. J5y whom do we find him also (like Abi- 
meh*ch) surrounded in his exile ? 

Vain men were ^ath(*red to him, and 
weij4^it with him." 

Mama. Surely may we say, “ God's ways are 
not as our ways," when the proserribed son of an 
alien mother, attended !»y a few lawless compa- 
nions, is made the instrument of deliverance to a 
whole people ; and, as a ]»relu<le to this, a!i fd»ject 
0 abject supplications to the very countrymen by 
whom he bad bec*n spurned ami expelled ! Did 
.Fej>thah at first give implicit credence to their 

M t> 
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;issuruiK*os (oxtortcd by distress) tlint Iao sliould 

tlu‘ir “ ?*’ 

J\I Ai!v. iS'o, Mama, he rould hardly helicvi* in 
siich an Iiomnir. But I tliink ho iiiiist, havo d(‘' 
sorvod if, for ho says at iho voiy first, “ If the 
Lord <lolivor flu* childroii of Israel hoforo im‘ 
and u'lion they made iho agTooinont, he iitforod 
all Jiis words before, tlu‘ Lord.’’ 

Mama. And do you not think this then un- 
usual, and, iiudor tlio ciroiinistauces, Avondorful 
|)i(*ty, in the “ son of a strang(* woman," must 
have maiked him out, far more fhan his h(*ing' a 
“ mighty man of valour," as a fit agent in flu; ])lans 
of ju’ovidonec for tlie deliverance of Israel? Had 
this piety been (as we shall soon find was not the 
ease) under the guidance of e<|iial discretion, tin* 
(•hara<*t.er of Jephthah wonhl hav<* conn* down t(» 
us unstain(‘d by its gTeat<*st blof. Bnf, in the 
mean time, nothing cun be more U_. ‘'un-ate or 
reasonahli* than his answer to flie expostu’f tions 
of the bifter <*in‘nnes, whom, had his ra^hness ber.v 
muvt'rsai, he Avould have rushed on, without dis- 
l■nssion on the goodness of their cause. \\"e trace 
his i)iety also, in theinutiv<‘ lie assigns fur retain- 
ing the country alleged to Lave been taken from 
Ammon by liis forefathers, cm their way fi*fti 
viz. that because ‘‘ the Lord God had dis- 
rofiscmHl the Ammonites from before Israel; Merc- 
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fore .slioijJd tliev possf^ss flieir Luul.” For whit 
reason liad this dispossession heon jK*niiifte(l, when 
the hoinM]:ii*i(‘< of’ h](h»iii Aloah were re!ii*ioiis- 
ly reoii-iTted, )»v tlie expre^'^ eoininand of (iod ? 

M vnv. Oh ! \(*ii told me loni»- since, and it is 
nuMnioned a»»ain lone, tliat Israel never would 
have m/diih'd with Lot or Ksau's children in any 
way, if i:!(‘ unt;Talet‘ul cr<»ss Ammonites luul mO 
rei’ns4‘(i their civil retpiest to pas^ throu^li their 
count rv, ai '! chose to iij’Iit against them, and lost 
it. tl..!y had no rit»ht to want it hack a^'ain 

so loni*' after. Hut surely Jephthah did net 
(•hemosh, the ^od of tin* Ammonites, really ^av(* 
i/teoi any tiling, as (hul ^*a\e the children of Is- 
rael ? 

Mama. No, he only a<l<lr<*ssed them as hea- 
thens, jealous for the lioiKuir of their j^ods of Mood 
ami stone; and contraste<l M'itli these the snp(‘rior 
iuviohihU^^^ of tfie i^ifts oi’ .leliovali. This is 
prm|«p??fl)y his invokini**, as sole jmlye of the ^vllole 
: imtroversy, the one true Gtol. ihit on the idola- 
trous Aiiiimuiites the solemn ap|Kfal, as mi^ht he 
expected, had no (dVect. !low Avas Jephihali iioav 
exjnvssly consecrated to his hi*!!) olVice ? 

M aisy. The spirit of the Lord came upon him. 
jWiinia I if was tlw case, why did it let him 
make the rash v<»m' he was so soon to repent of? 

Mama. \ am g\ad you havt' asked the fpies- 
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tioii, l)(‘caiise nothing is more necessary in read- 
ingscri])inre liistory, than to discriminate hetween 
the inspired and nninsjnred actions of its einiruMit 
characters. If the Divine Spirit witli which d(‘ph- 
thah was invested, as ("aphain of tin? Lord's host 
against his enemies, had enabled him to fores(!e the 
consequences of his vow, he would have heeii 
(Avliich we nowliere read of) a ])roj>liet ; and if it 
had entirely overruled or superseded his naturally 
enthusiastic disjiosition, he would have ceased to 
he a man. Is it not far more for our instruc- 
tion, that, inst ead of such supernatural controul as 
would have converted into mere machines the Jui- 
nifin beings designed for our example and warn- 
ing, they are left- (except as regards their imme- 
diate commission) ‘‘ men of like passions'’ with cur- 
sed v(*s; c.a])ahhs in short, like Jephtluih, of carrying 
to excess even the most laudable emotions of whicJi 
our nature is susceptible? But in did the 

i iidiscretion of Jeplithah's vow consist ? Wife it not 
both natural and praise w<>rthy to promise a thaiiTT. 
offering to the Lord, in case of victory achieved 
by His power ? 

Mary. Oh ! yes, Mama ; but it was very rash 
to say he would off'er for a burnt-offering wdiat- 
ewr came first out of the door of his house. Why 
it could only be his daughter c»r one of the family ! 

Mama. True, if we limit the expression to 
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tlio act Hill “ house, ” iiistcjul of ratlier extending it 
t(» tliosc “ t»arcs,’^ within which wt» find, in Scrip- 
ture, (til r!n* jK>ss<^ssioiis of a wealthy Jew coin- 
j)rised. 

M -MIN. ITow shocked he must have been when 
lie saw his only cliild 4*oine to lueet him with tiiu- 
br(‘ls and dances ! Mama, I ilon't think, except 
the oiferin:^' up of !..<iac, (^aml Iu‘, you know', was 
not killed after all), there is any story in the llible 
so mciaj'ch .]y as Jejdilhah sacrificing* his daugli- 
ter. And such a sweet dutiful resigned creature 
too! just like Isaac, and more s(», for she had a 
long time to think of her sad fate. Surely God 
could never be pleased wdtli any thing so unnatu- 
ral ! 

Ma:\i Certaiidy not ; for of all the enormities 
of the heathen, human sacrifices, and esjiecially 
making tlujjr sons and slaughters to juiss through 
the firCjjf^^^re denounced by Him w'ith the ut- 
\nn^^rfid^^>horrciic<*. Now, as this latter abomina- 
tion unto the Ij(»rd” w'ould Jiave actually taken 
place, had tin* innocent daughter of Jephthah been 
Inad<^ a literal “ burnt-ofteriiig,*' — let us try w hat 
ground there is for the nearly divided weight of 
opinion which would have us rt'gard the sacrifice 
as only figurative; and involving jio more than 
the ])erpetual s<M lusion from the w'orld and man- 
kind, of the devoted victim, like the nuns of mo- 
dern times in catholic countries. 
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Mary. I s1ioiil<l be quite glad to tliiiik ibis 
was all ; but wliy wciuld lier father have been so 
sorry ? 

Mama. Because, in addition to the loss of his 
only child’s society, he thereby cut her oif from 
all ho])e of being the mother of the promised 
seed,” a privilege so highly prized by the daugh- 
ters of Israel. But we must not run away with 
this pleasing conclusion — against which the gene- 
ral b(*lief of the Jews themselves is said to tend ; 
w’hile it certainly has in its favour the utter un- 
lawfulness of human sacrifices, and improbability 
of Jephthah's thus imagining to propitiate the true 
God ; as well as various expressions in the histo- 
ry itself, which seem inconsistent w'ith the idea of 
actual immolation. 

These, for your comfort, I will mention to yon, 
as discovered and applied by Icarne^ men. First, 
then, in the original verse where Joshua\^vs, that 
whatever came forth to meet him should 
Lord’s, ‘^ow/f’he would offer it for a burnt-offering 
— the margin of the Bible gives “ or” as the trut 
reading ; from which it has been inferred that an 
animal only was intended to be sacrificed, while 
a human being would be dedicated (like Samuel) 
to the Lord. Another more conclusive fact is, 
that it was her celibacy, and not death, Mhi<;h 
formed the subject of the victim and her coraj>a- 
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iiion s luiiionlatioiis; and tlio tliird and strongest of' 
all, is found in tlio circnnistance, that where it is 
said the ‘‘ dan^»'hters of Israel went four days in 
every year to lament for *■* tin* daughter of J(*i»h- 
thah," to “ talk with” 4 »r “ earry presents to,” is 
siij)posed to eonvey more truly tlie sense of the ori- 
ginal Ifehrew. Two things only are plain in this 
mueh controverted Jiistory, First, that God, who 
punished with death here, and has threatened with 
“ Toj)het* (or hell-fire) hereafter, all j)arents eap- 
ahh* of rMhiolng their liaiids in the blood of their 
childn‘11, could neither have accepted in this case 
the sacrifice or ‘‘ person” of ,]e])hthah ; even had 
the authority of the latter, as “ head over Gil(*ad,^’ 
enabbnl him to take the life of his innocent child, 
without that sanction of the ehh*rs and consent of 
all the people, which w ere necessary for the con- 
demnation of the r(*hellious and incorrigible. And, 
secondly, thjit viewed c*ven in the most favourable 
light, J^j^fashness of Jephtludi affords a warning 
all indawful tampering in finite creatures 
jf^vith the course of future events ; especially when 
the hap})iiiess and interests of others may be in- 
volved. Jephthahhad as little the right, as he doubt- 
less had the inclination, to doom his daughter to 
barrenness, and his own health to desolation ; and 
in this even mitigated calamity his presumptuous 
vow no doubt found its sufficient punishment. 
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Let ws notion, however, witJi its due eoiiiiuen- 
<latioii, th(‘ resip^iicd and diitiCul spirit displayed 
by her, wlio, “ forasmuch as lier father had ojiened 
his month unto tlie Lord, and the Lord liad 
taKen venj^^eanee** thrimgh him of the enemies of 
his country — was content — (if not indeed to ]>erish 
in the bloom of her days)— to waiidcw a discon- 
solate recluse on the mountains, far from homo 
and kindred, and cut ofi‘ from the swo(4i‘st sym- 
pathies and dearest hopes of woman ! (If this it 
may at least he said, (as w^as predicted of another 
act of yet higher duty exercised towards our bless- 
ed Lord), tliat wherever the word of God is read 

there shall this w hich she hath done, be told for 
a memorial of hcrf and an example to the re- 
motest days, of amiable submission to ev<‘ii the 
most unwarrantable stretch (»f parental autho- 
rity. 

But we must pass on to the la<^«^'’ years of 
Jephthah, the brief remainder of which ? pro- 
bably embittered, if not actually sliortened, by ^ 
morse for the past. By whom w^as his peaceful 
possession of supreme power vcwy early cpies- 
tioned and disturbed? 

Mary. By the men of Ephraim. They mus 
have been quarrelsome people, for they enviec 
and abused Gideon, and now they were angr; 
with Jephthah for conquering without them. A 
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lio says, Wliy did tlioy not liolp him wlicn ho really 
re(jnir(Ml it, iiistoiul of finding fault now ? Jiut 
Ju! need not have ^-ono to war about it, and killed 
forty-two tliousaud lueii, and his own countrymen 
too I 

IMaaia. a laineii table instance of what* has 
often ht'pu remarked, viz. that conflicts between 
brethren exceed all others in niiitual ferocity. This 
was, like too many, a contest about words, (for 
the Fj»hi*ninntes had spoken disparagingly of the 
(5ilea< iies as fugitives) ; and by a word was it 
cruelly visited, and upon fugitives also, when the 
Ephraimiles had, in their turn, become such. 
What test did the vindictive Gileadites fall on 
to discover tiuur flying brethren ? 

JVIarv. To see If they could say “ Shibboleth” 
properly. AYliy was that word chosen ? 

Mama. Because (as signifying “floods of wa- 
ter”) it.;si.;*njld naturally be used by such as re- 
^tpi^^da passage across tlic rigidly guarded “swell- 
^igs of jeu’dan.” 

Mary. And why, I wonder, could the poor 
Kphrainiites not say it like the others? 

Mama. No one, Mary, who has heard (like 
yourself) the various dialects *prevailing in Eng- 
land, Scotland, and Ireland, nay, even in separate 
counties of each, need be astonished that tribes 
living on opposite sides of a river boundary should 
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use ii (lilTerent proiiunrJation. Have yen for- 
jvotteii liow P(4(!r was recognised for a “Galihniu” 
by the High Priest's servant ? 

ALvii Y. Oh ! no — ]iis s]»eecli bewrayed him/' 

AIama. WeJ] ! “ the Galilee beyond .Iordan/' 
wluMge laiignage he sj>oke, was separatc*d from 
Jerusalem by preeistdy the same distance and na- 
tural boundaries, which severed a few centurit's 
earlier the position ainl dialec't of Gilead and 
Kphraiin. So iininntable and perniainmt ar(; na- 
tural distinctions and dissimilarities among men ! 

How Jojig did Jephthah s!frvive this unwar- 
rantable act of severity towards his brethren? 

AfAnv^ Not long, 1 suppose, for he only jndg- 
<‘d Israel six y(»ars ; while most of the former 
judges reigned twenty or tliirty. And those tliat 
came aft('r, had short reigns too ; but they had 
])rodigious fan/dies — one thirty and another f<»rty 
sons ! 1 snptK)S(? they must all have i/i;. m judges 

or great men, as well as their father. 

Maima. What le.ads you to infer this ? 

JVIahy. Because they “ rode on forty ass- 
colts,” and I know now that this was a murk of 
lionoiir res(‘rved for kings and great peo])le. 

AIama. Had many known, or chos(»n to knc»w 
it — the profane scoffing, of wliicJi a similar inci- 
dent in the New T<*stament has been made the 
subject, would not have redounded (as all sucli 
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jf'sts «lo) to tlio sliaino of tlioir ignorant aiul 
s(Mls^lo^s aiitlioi's. Am! wliilo tiiiis iin<!in<ir, ovimi 
ill tlio veriest tri(U»s rocordod in llcdy W'rif, as 
woll as ill the narratives of modern travi'llers, 
hourly eonfinnalion of its more iinjiortant fea- 
tures — we may defy the whole host of eavillers 
iiikI s<u']>ties to quote from eitli(»r one eireiini- 
stame, ealeiilated to throw the sli»i^htest portion of 
donht <»r discredit on the word of Jliin wlio 
caiMi's* 1}-,” or tlie dictates of Him who cannot 
err.' 
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Lksson — J uclj^t'S, C'liiijiicr^ \iii. ;iu(l . 


Maima. TIk* life of the famous individual, of 
whose hirtii and early hist(»ry wo have this day 
been r(‘adini^% calls, in a peculiar manner, for that, 
distinction between the inspired and uninspired 
acti(ms of God's chosen instruments, to which we 
alluded in tin* cases of (jideon iind .hiphthah ; and 
for want of attention to which this u hole hook of 
Judges has been perverted to suit the purposes of 
scolFers and infidels. From the occa;’'»nal weak- 

^ I • 

ness, nay, even criminality, of those*, wh(>« tlieir 
selection to be the champions of Israel never pi 
fessed to raise above the failing's of humanity 
fools have not hesitated either to make “ Cod the 
author of sin,” by attributing directly to Him the 
imperfections of his fallible agents ; or, if their 
impiety could not carry them thus far, to get out 
of the diffi(ailty by denying the inspiration or au- 
thenticity of Scriptun*. llierc is no subject which 
it is more important to put on its oidy true or 
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ipUiral fouiidatioii; so iis to shew to ils s'mi|)l**st 
futility and iiiroiisistoiicy of exjuntt- 
. <:■: lilt* iiu:oiu|)loto iiieasiiro of divine revc- 
f I »:! v< .lelisafed t<> llie most iavoured iiidivoluals 
on iei ’le Old Testament an exemption from sins 
and whieli tlie whole ample <lisi*(>veries ol‘ 

tile aided hy the bright example of perfeelion 
atfoi led by the human eharaeter ofoiir Lord, have* 
m*' <*'• snfheed t.<i ]n’odiie.e. 'riiose wlio only draw 
fr ’ ih*- iransgressioiis of Gideon, of Samson, or 
oi‘ ifivid, matter for arrai^iiiii^- eitlim* the wisdom 
or truth of the Most would do >vell to try, 

hy (*V(m that avowedly impiTfettt standard, their 
own far s<;aiitier int^asure of piety, of ohedieiiee, 
of faith, of d('votion to, and eoiilidencc^ in God. 

This hein^'- premised and kept in view, the 
Christian is at full liberty to deduce, from tlie 
failings nH;<»rded ]>rofessedly for bis iiistruetioii, 
the waji>gp?f|fs wdiieli similar faults in persons less 
lii^^^i^'^isliug'uished couW never have so solomnly 
Inforced. 

At what period of dee]! distress and opjiressioii 
among’ his countrymen was the birth of Samson 
promised ? 

Mary. When they had been deliven^d, for 

doing: evil ag^ain in the sig-ht of the I^ord," forty 
years into the haiuL of the Philistines. Who 
were they r 

N L> 
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Ma MA. A iimritiiiie poujili*, tx-eiipyinpj tin; 
coasts of (Canaan ; and tlurngli not. one of tlic na- 
tions expressly devoted l>y the curse of (iod to 
destruction, y(»t idolaters, and, as sncli. interdicted 
from association with the Israelites; a proliihition 
which we shall soon see, even in the case of the 
dedicated Samson, t(» have been frecpiently and fa- 
tally infrinij^ed. To what tribe did his father 
Manoah heloni»‘ ? 

Maky. Ht* was of the Danites. 

j\Iama. Yes : and tJie .hnvs tlumiselves are 
fond of considering' what was pro])hesied by .Ja- 
cob of the victories to he achieved by the < iin- 
ning and craft of Dan,’’ as fidfilled in the history 
of this his most remarkable descendant. In what 
terms was Ids birth divintdy announc(‘d to the 
barren and di^sponding wife of ISIaiioah ? 

Mary. It ojdy says he sliould “ begin to de- 
liver Israel out of the hand of the 'i V/Vstines.*’ 
I thought he had done it altogether before he f h*d. 

Mama. Nay, JMary ; his being in cajnivityli!! 
them at that very period, and the lijnited slaughter 
his last efforts caused of the inmates of a sirigle 
building, sulliciently corroborate the «*xact truth 
of the prediction. The Philistines continued, in 
st)ite of tl^e various ways in which Samson was 
enabled to harass and distress them, a j)owerfnl 
people so late as the days of Saul. 
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By vvliat siiig-iilar coiisocratioii was tlie son of 
Maii(»ali, oven lioforo liis birth, devoted to the of- 
f f jKTformiiig* God's “ straii^^c work ' upon 
111' o.'ioiiih's ? 

AJ \uv. lie was to lie a “ Nazarito to (lod from 
1 >:« \\(!j,d)." Wc‘re rofra]:iii«^ from wine, and n: - 
eloan i'*od, and not rutting tlie hair, the only 
things that made Nazarites differ from otlier 

peooh* ? 

:vL.. Nay: these outward ohservaneos were 
oidy intended as symbols of inward jnirity and 
dedication to Ginfs service. Similar vows were 
very common among the Jews, <‘ilher for life (as 
in the ease of Samson), or for a limited jieriod. 
Nor does the pure light of (liristianily st‘i‘m \i> 
hav(‘ immedijitely superseded them. Do you re- 
eolhu t any eminent (Miristian who, in fulfilment of 
just siicJi an engagement, did tin; exact reversi* of 
one of tilings here enumerated as the outward 
im«s 6 .^of a Nazarite? 

» ]\Iauy. Jjetim* think : ohi I remember ; when 
learning my daily verse in the Acts lately, J 
wondered why Paul should have “ shorn his head 
in (Vnehrea for a vow, ’ and meant to ask you l<i 
explain it to me. \>"hy did he do it ? 

IS Tam A. Probably as om; of the harmless, though 
Mi}M;rfluous, compliances with Jewish customs, to 
which he, who, for the Gospel’s sake, became “ all 
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thing's to all nifii,*’ sonietinn's (Mnulosoonded. 
But we nnist n^turii to lli4> prai sc wort! ly faith and 
piety of INhinoah: Did he for a inoincMit (jinvsticni 
the reality of tlie divine revelation made to his 
wif(* ? 

Mahv, Oh, no! on the eontrary, h(‘ hegg'(^d 
tlie angel might come hack to teach them “ what 
to do to the child that should be born/’ Mama, 
this man and his wife were better peoj>le than 
Abraham and Sarah. 

Mama. In this instance, certainly, tlnnr faith 
(under far great<^r disadvantages), wjts both niore 
imjdicit and wonderful ; though this book, as well 
as the whole cxjicricnce affordcKl by Sc;riptiire of 
human nature, shews us the error that would aristj 
fi'oin estimating characters by individual acts, 
either of vice or virtue. But tln^ solicitude of 
Manoah for the suitable education of the offspring 
to bo sent by God, is still more rafe'wd com- 
mendable. With what remarkable additions » -ere 
the former directions of the angel repeated ? 

Mary. The mother herself was to be a Naza- 
ritc too, and to beware of all the things that were 
forbidden to the child. 

Mama. A mysterious command, Mary ; but 
one from whi(‘h parents among ourselves may de- 
rive* d(»ep instruction. “ Can a clean thing cemn* 
out of an unclean ?” is tlie searching question ol* 
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Scripture* to ovory irreligious or careless parent ; 
and (d* inotliers especially, it may be said, ttiat il' 
the ibniitaiJi n lience a child’s first impressions and 
ideas .iic universally d<*rived, he juilluted, the 
inercitiil pr(»vision iiiadc* by OjxI for its p^rowtli in 
j^rac(* and virtue is as cruelly and fatally frus- 
trated, as if (with a cruelty all would shrinlv frtnn) 
she fed it from the eradle with poisoned or insufli- 
cieur food ! 

did Manoah so(»k to testify his pfratitiide 
to tliis hearer <»f “ glad tidings of great joy ? 

jMauy. lie wislied to detain the ang(‘l, and, 
like Gideon, he surely took him for a man, as lu^ 
offered to “make ready a kid for him.” lliit his 
wife knew better : from the first she tiumght him 
“like an angel.” 

Mama. And whom do?/o/^ suppose t!»e “ angel * 
here spoke n,yf to have Ix't'ii ? 

1 should have thought at onet* it was 
himself; hut then lie does not say “ Offer 
J'oiir hum t- offering to hut “ Offer it to the 

Lord and this looks as if the speaker was only 
an angel. 

Mam a. I am glad you have -observed a slight 
difiicidty» arising only from dilfer<*iiee of idiom be- 
tween the English and Hebrew. Jiiit there is one 
word, the iiion* exact translation of which in the 
margin of the liihle, proves at once the divinity of 
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tlio lioavf'iily visitor. AV'Iiat was liis aiiswiw, wlien, 
witli dutiful rt'vorouco, Alaiioali iiiquin'd liivS iiaiiu'? 

Mary. It stHnus ratlier ii strange one. Ho 
says, ‘‘ liy askest tlioii after my name, seeing 
it is serrvt ?" That is surely the very reason for 
wisliiiig to know any thing. 

INI AIM A. Yes, Mary; but we an* told the pro- 
]»er translation of llu* word “ seen*!’* here, should 
1 m* “ wonderful and to Avhom, alone, have you 
heard it as a “ name" applied ? 

^^AnY. To our Lord, Mama. You know 
‘‘ His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor,*’ 
&c. 

Maim A. Very well remembered. And how 
did the Son of Cod, on this occasion, vindicate liis 
claim to the stupendous title? 

Mauy. By ‘‘ doing woiiderously;” for while 
Manoah and his w ife were offering t^^<*ir sacrifice*, 
He asetmded to heaven in the flame of altar. 
No wTiinhu* they holJi “ f<*ll on their fa(u*s to' 
ground” when they saw it ; but how much morel 
sensibly the wdfi* behaved than her cowardly hus- 
band ! 

Mama. Yes : she appears, from her sound and 
masculine understanding, and strong faith, to hav«* 
been a suitable parent for the prodigy of strength 
and occasional trust in God wdioni it w'as lier lot 
to bring into the* WTirhl. 
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AJaiiv. It says, ‘‘ tin* Spirit of (lod h(‘»;aii to 
inovo Samson fft J sn]>]>oso it was tlu*ii 

only tliat Iio la'liaviul w«‘IL 

AIama. J foar you liavo not attimdod snfti- 
oi( Jiti^ to wliat I said lately on the snl>j('et of the 
partieidar sort of inspiration ' mentioned in tiiis 
h(»ok; «‘iso you would have known that it had !!•»- 
thiiJii;' o d(» witli vice or virtiux hut only im[)lied 
powei- fr<»iu (jod to perforin acts of signal or su- 
per;.,}' nr.\! valour. Every juirt of the history of 
Samson ]mts tins in the clearest li,j;ht. M'liat was 
th<‘ first decisiv(‘ proi'f that Jiis ordinary actiinis 
were hy no means uiuler spiritual ilii ection? 

Maky. Oh, fooli‘<h Samson! lie ch(}si' a wife 
from amon^’ tlie wicked Philistines! No wonder 
it vexed his jj^ood fat Inn* and mother. How ro/zA/ 
they think it was “ of the Lord ?” 

Majma. Just from adverting (which yon do 
not,) to +k>o’'^desijru of Go<l, to make Samson a 
siy^.r and a ‘‘scourge” to His enemies. In 
‘..rtiierancc* of this ohje<;t, these jiious peojile wen* 
t*veu content to how to the w ayward will of tlieir 
g’ifttMl son. l>y what umHunmon instance of 
striMi^'th must his own faith in his miraculous 
mission have been confirmed ? 

JNIauv. Hy his “ rciidini';' a yoiiiit'* lion as if it 
had heen a kid. 

jMama. And with what sin^^ular inhahitants 
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(lid lie 6nd tlii* raivass of iho lion lio had slain, 
soino time afterwards peojded ? 

Majiv . a swarm of h(*es; and they had made 
honey th(‘re ! Mama, this w'as surely a miracle 
too ! and the hom^y could not he fj^ood ; for I read 
lately, that bees s(» hate the sim'll of carriim, that 
if a mouse dies in the hive, and is too hii^ to he 
carried out, th(‘y plasK^r the body over with some 
sort of mortar, to keej> it fresh. 

Mama. J am always glad to hear j^ou apply 
your litth* stoc^k of general knowledge to the elu- 
cidation of ScA'iptiire. But as it was “ aft(jr a 
time,” sufficient both for the courtship of Samson 
al; Timnath, and some stay at home, that he su!)- 
secpiently returned to carry hack his wif(‘, and, 
as in those hot countries a very few days would 
hjivc rediKjed to a dry scentless franiciwork of 
bones the skeleton of the lion, there is nothing in 
the choice of it by the bees for a sTieiv*?;, i neon- 
si st(mt with your knowledge of the fa?ft..v!i,ous 
habits of those curious little creatures. Travel htrt 
t(dl us that their natural hives are as various a> 
the countries tln^y inhfabit; and to a fallen and 
hollow tr(*e, one of their most favourite resorts, 
the prostrate carcass of the lion may have borne 
some resemblance. 

Mary. Mama, I should have thought the riddle 
of Samson, to puzzle the guests at his wedding- 
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Ajast. as cliildisli as Jotliam’s fabh* of tin* bramble, 
only yon told snob tilings Avere nnniinm in 
those days. 

A! i]>rA. Yes, and in those countries <*ven to 
lln* days we live in. The Gr(‘elvs, a far inon' po- 
people than either <he Jews or Philistim‘s. 
made i^real use of enig'inas in their enterhdn- 
nients, to sharpiMi and exercise the wit ol' the 
guests. Put the riddle of Samson had a deejier 
an i iioi malicious object. 

Mary. Yes, and a more greedy one ; to win 
<*l(»thes from his canupanhms ; for he lvn(*w it was 
im])ossil)le they should <‘ver tind it out, 

Maima. Kxcejd by the method they took, <d 
first intimidating his wife, ami then, by her means, 
extorting the secret from him. You see here the 
disastrovs consequences of an iiidiallowx*d aliianc<‘ ! 
domestic discoial and treachery, defeat and dis- 
grace the champion (»f Israel, the innoc.ent 
st««aghtered to discharge an iniquitous gambling 
d<d>t, and the heathen wife, in whom tin* jiareuts 
of Samson had truly seen a firebrand” betwfxui 
the camps of Philistia and of Tsra(;l, ignominioiisly 
takcm from the man she ha<I betraytal, and given 
to his “ own familiar friend !” Yt?t all lhi> mass 
of sin and misery was God jileased to overrule, 
as he ever does, the “ unruly wills and affections 
of sinful men,” to the furtheram e of His own de- 
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signs, and the promotion of liis honour ‘‘ upon his 
enemies.’* 

jNIauy. I am quite glad you told me the “ Spi- 
rit of the Lord*' coming on Samson only meant 
his being made strong, for I don’t think it could 
be right in him t<» kill thirty people (even Philis- 
tines,) to pay his wager with their clothes. 

Mama. Certainly not; and bitterly was visited 
on Samson, even in this world, that treacherous 
exasj)eration of Philistine enmity which his own 
fierce temper Avas allowed, for GikI’s ])urposes, to 
stir uj) between nations intended by Him to be 
hostile. Whoever can presume to make Jehovah 
responsible, for either the ferocious passions or 
idh* caprices of Samson, must overlook His dread- 
ful personal chastisements of that erring, though 
not altogether forsaken servant; liumiliatif^n, blind- 
ness, insult, and captivity, terminating in a violent 
and self-inflicted death I 
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Lesson — .1 u(I"cs, Chapters x\. ami x\i. 


^ i I A. Our last rcadinc^, my doar Mary, closed 
wiili a review of the temporal evils and mischiefs 
resulting from the tirst unhallowed allianci^ of 
Sanis(»n ; and an anticipation of the disastrous con- 
s(Hjuenc.es to himself (however overvuh'd hy (lod 
for His own higher purposes,) which arose from 
Ills perseverance in similar connexions, flow did 
li(* idly seek to renew ties, which tlie trc'achery of 
his wife and Iier friends, and his own violeiici*, 
one wonM have thought, had for ever severed ? 

He went to visit her with a kid. That 
»vas an odd present to make ! 

Ma^ia. I5y no means an uncommon one, in 
Holy AWit, on similar occasions and esteemed to 
this day a great delicacy in the East. Ihit we 
find it and its donor, alike repulsed hy the in- 
censed father of her whose countrymen had al- 
ready jiaid so dearly for her indi‘icretion. How 
were they made to siiifer yet more sevm-ely for 
this new insult, by Samson ? 



100 IMORXIXr.S Wri’H MAMA. 

Mary. In a very straiii»‘e way ! hy })uttinft- 
fir(»brands to tlio tails of fox(?s, and driving them 
into tlie oorn fi(*lds. Surely no oth? but himself 
could ever have* dreamt of any tliiiif^ so mischie- 
vous ! 

Madia. On the contrary, we h*arn from hea- 
then authors tlnit tlie d(^vice was by no means un- 
exampled ainone^ ihe ancients ; and a custom is 
mentioned by tin* Keman ]) 0 (*t Ovid, of tiirnijij^ 
out, once a year, foxes into the circus with burn- 
in<r torclu‘S on their backs, which soint* of the 
learned have construed into a commemoration of 
the exjdoit of Samson. But as readers less fa- 
vourably dispos(id, have drawn infereinies dero- 
gatory to the credit of Scripture, from the usual 
scarcity and shyness of foxes, which would rendc‘r 
it difficult to collect and catch so many as 300 — it 
is as well yon sliould know tliat tin* word here; 
signiiies J(fcknh; an animal abundant all the 
Kast, and whose habits of assoinhling’ in 
flocks, and fearlessly entering gardens, and even 
villages, would admirably adapt them to the de- 
structive piirjiose of 8amsoii, and will account for 
their caiTying devastation oven into the “ vine- 
yards and olives.” But mark the retribution which, 
even in this world, overtook tlie treachery and 
pc*rjury of his Pliilistiiie wife and her father. 
Their enraged countrymen, justly attributing to 
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these fertile sources of evil llie public cahiinity, 
visited its aiit]i(»rs with the (*oiTes])oii(liiig* {x'lialty 
of “ fire. ’ 

Did tliis summary catastro 2 )he, (»vt'r which a 
mail ot milder nature would havt^ relented, dis- 
arm the venf!;‘ea»ice of Samson ? 

IMauv. Oil! no; lie said, “ TJiou 4 »h y«* hav** 
done tiiis, y(*t will 1 he aveiiu^ed of you.” 

A1\ma. And wliose desii»ns against Ilis 4*iie- 
luie-. '/‘d Mils indulg<‘iice of private enmity signal- 
ly promote? 

AIaiiy. Tlie Lord's; or else Samson would 
never have been allowed to ‘‘smite them with a 
great slaughter.” 

AIama. True ; but were the gracious (h*sigus 
of God, ill thus harassing their enemies, duly ap- 
]ireciat(*d and seconded by the oppressed children 
of Israel ? 

Af ai?^'. No ; for wdien the Philistines came up 
inV’.ludali to try and take Samson, his coivardly 
eounlrymen wanteil to bind him, and give him up 
to them. They did not deserve to have such a 
champion I 

AIama. And how w<*rc tlndr unpatriotic <!<•- 
signs frustrated ? 

ATauy, J5y “ the Spirit of the Lord corning 
mightily upon Samson,’’ and his breaking like flax 
the two new cords witli which the men of .ludah 

o 
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had bound him. 1 wondor, considerinpc his tem- 
per, Ii(» <lid not hill tlioni first. 

Maria. That would indood liavo been to mis- 
us(» tho snpornatiiral strength bestowed on him 
for a different ])iirpose ! What did now enahit' 
him to achieve ? 

Mary. To slay a thousand men with the jaw- 
hon€‘ of an ass. This was certainly a miraclcN 
Mama ; was it not ? 

Mama. Yes, perfectly miraculous ; yet not 
nioiH! so than all the corresponding ])arts of Sam- 
son’s history; and it is the apparently ignoble 
weapon alone, which has exposed the circumstance 
t(» more of ])i*ofan<^ incredulity than those? of <*aiTy- 
ing off the iron gates of Oaza, or burying in its 
ruins th(* jiroud temple of Dagon. Tt» tin* mirac.le 
itself, we have the attestation afforded by the 
name of (signifying a jaw-beme), which 

adherecl to the spot for ages after ; and modern 
travelh'rs say, that there is yet to be sceii^JlV/’e a 
fountain called the “ Fountain of the .Jaw,” sup- 
posed to have h(ien the one here mentioned as 
springing miraculously, not from the bone itself 
(as our translation would seem to expr(»ss), but 
from the spot thus named by Samson on casting 
it away. This last interpretation removes one of 
tho cavils (idle indeed, and unimportant) against 
the miracle ; while it is pleasing to think that a 
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t radii ioluil inoinorial slionld, as iu tla* sirr.iiar rasr 
oi llic* siniltoii rock of ATosos, remain 1o kear wit- 
ness to the jM>\ver of the J\fost That it 

Mihsisted at the lime llie hook of Jod^‘<*s was 
written, is exjiressly immtioned in tin I9tli verse, 
when' it is slatted, that the “well of J»im that 
called, or cried” (which KnJiakkore” sijjrnilies ), 
was '/// Lehr to that day. 

\ Tow lonpf aft(*r this event did Sanismi continin*, 
1 , noM'Sted, it would a])]>ear, by tlu‘ Philistimvs. 
to jmlp^(‘ Israel ? 

AIauv. Twi'iity y4»ars. What a ])it y In* should, 
at the end of that tiine, when he was so much 
older and wiser, fall aji^aiu into the snar(‘s of 
wicked Philistine women ! 

1\L\]via. This was hut a imtnral |mnishni(*nt of 
his hreacli of God’s coinniand against inteivonrse 
w’itli ididaters, which, as a lawj^iver, he was hound 
to have enforced. How di<l the men of Gaza 
adv’^anta^e of his sinful Aveakness ? 

JMary. Tlu’y thoug’ht they had him secure hy 
lockin^‘ the gates of their town ; hut he carried 
them, posts, and bar, and all, t(» the top (»f the hill 
before Hebron. How far was that? 

Mama. Hebron itself was twenty miles from 
Gaza; but the hill, which was f»n the road, might 
not have exceeded half that distance. 

Mary. 1 wonder God gave him strength to 
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oscajK* I He had no business to be in a Philistine 
town at all. 

Mama. If Sainson's person or merits had had 
any share in God’s desifi^ii of enahlinf^ him as His 
instniiJieiit to liiiinhle the Philistines, your wori- 
d(*r inig^ht he exeused ; thouj^h even in this point 
of view, His justice was soon vindicated hy the 
deeper fall into p^uilt and misery in which present 
impunity iuAMdv<»d Samson. So far from heinpc 
iridined to arraign (ais some have })resiiraptuously 
done) the p<‘rfections of the Most High, from his 
supposed favour to so faulty a character, I do 
not know that all Scripture affords a more iin- 
]>ressive example of iemj)oral chastisement uni- 
formly ensuing on that ‘‘sin” vdiose “ wages’Svere, 
in this case, not only intolerable captivity, hut a 
violrnt death. 

I>id the narrow esca])C of Samson from Gaza 
MHian his foolish heart from those toils of the 
“ strange woman,’’ the road to whose hoiiso js 
emphatically called hy Solomon, “ the Avay to hell ?” 

Maky. Oh ! no ; Delilah was the worst of all, 
for she was ready to sell his life for eleven limi- 
dred piec<»s of silver. Mama, surely Samson was 
infatunted to tell Iwr the truth at last ; for each 
time ho put her off with pretences, she brought 
his enemies to take him. How c ould he he so 
silly as to let out his sc*cret to such a creature*? 
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jMama. Not inon* so tliao t!ioiisaii<|s. Alary, 
^vlio siirr<*ii<l<M* to iiioiVfMKiry «M|iJallv l»ont 

oil llioir min, not libiTty or tenijiorai lib* aloiu*, 
blit the ]>rincij»los uinl liopos of an iininortal soul. 
Samson si‘(*ms from tin* first to have Jsad inisjriv- 
jn^^ of nolilali’s Iroaoliory. wliirli, in<Ic<‘<l, sin* look 
littlo j>aiiis to (Jis^uise; but far, far indfivl is hi- 
from ln‘iii^ llu; iirst or last siniiil alfarlmirnf 
str<»ii<»- (*non<*b to ovon-onio ovmi tin* instinct of 
scl: ?vr *i*vation ini plant od in man by bis incivi- 
fiil (Vcator. Tt is evident (hat, rather than lose 
a woman, for wJioiu it was impossible he could 
feel the slightest esteem or confidence, Samson 
was content to hazard his own life, and incur an 
infamous broach of his covenant with God ; hiit. 
it is equally evident, that, like many oifenders ol‘ 
later times, frt*qiient deliv(»rarices liad hardened 
his heart, and prevented him fr<»in ^ivini»' entire 
credit to his own w<irds, that, if shorn of his mys- 
terious lin ks, he should be weak as anotber man. 
This is plain from his sayinj^, i>n awakine; a pri- 
soner from his last fatal slumber, “ I will out, 
as at other times, and shake myself; for lie wist 
not that the Loni had ileparted from liiin.” Ifow 
grievous must have been \us refVi‘ct\(»i»>, when, a 
blinded and over- wrought captive, he ^ulid 
like a beast <if burden, in the prison-bonsi* of bis 
once despised foes ! 
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IVJary. Was it corn lio gfrouiid, Mama? 1 
thought, in the limes, iliat was women’s 

work. 

Mama. Female slaves were eeriairily often 
employed in it, but so were malefactors ; and it 
was a task by wliicli tlie liumiliation of tlieir sifj^lit- 
less ])risoiier was, in the opinion of the proud 
Philistirn^s, completed. Ibit did God forget him 
in th(? “ house of l»is bondage r” or rather have 
we not reason to belit‘ve he thence cried unto tlie 
Lord ? 

Mary. I don't know, Mama, unless the grow- 
ing of his Iiair was a sign that God had not quite 
forsaken him, and that his strength would come 
back by d(^grees. 

jNJama. You cannot suppose, Mary, that (ex- 
cept as a symbol or token of adherence to a Di- 
vine covenant) the liair of Samson had any thing 
to do with his siij)ernatijral strength. But as the 
re-appearanc<* of this forfeited mark of allegiance 
would awaken in the breast of the liumhled cap- 
tive those boj>es of forgiveness, from which expe- 
rience proves that true repentance is most apt to 
arise, we may hope that it was in gracious ac- 
ceptance of some such penitent heelings, that the 
last request of the sightless servant of God was 
granted. On what occasion of brutal triumph 
was it made ? 
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Mary. TIip sjiva^e Pliilistiiios nu't to n'joico 
ovor SaiiisoR, uiid olf'or a sacrifice to Dagoii tlicir 
God ; and they said it was he who liad delivered 
their eiiemy into their hands. I dare say God 
would hav(» piinisln^d them for this, even though 
Samson had not repentt»d. 

Mama. Very ])rohably ; hut as the veni>eaiice 
(or at least Iiis share in it) is represenled in Scri[)- 
tiire as the immediate <‘ftect of tin* jirayer of 
Samson to God, we have no ri^^ht to deny His 
erriiifr servant the benefit of the charitable view 
which all Divines have taken of his penitence 
in affliction. For what very opposite and cruel 
purpose was he brought forth at the idolatrous 
festival ? 

Mary. “To make sport” for the people. 
How could he do that ? 

Mama. Probably by exhibiting (at the com- 
mand of his insulting taskmasters) some of those 
feats of returning strength, of which they were 
ere long to witness so awful a proof. Are you 
aware of that peculiar construction of many of 
the eastern temples and public buildings, whicli 
would involve (supposing the central pillars 
shaken) the spectators of a festival in the utter 
destruction here mentioned ? 

Mary. 1 know the roofs were flat. Did people 
stand upon them to see any thing ? 
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]\fA]\iA. y<»s — to witness tlie frames, feats of 
wrestliiig-, Ati. frequently exhibited in the central 
area, round whieJi a row of cloisters j^enerally ex- 
teiKh»d ; the roofs of which, dcpendiiifi: for sn]»- 
j>ort on tlie main ])ilhirs of the edifice, would, 
when tli(‘S(; w(*re thrown down, necessarily fall 
with them, flow many peojde are said to have 
h(‘en on’’ this roof” (besides those who filled 
tin* temple itself) “ beholdinp^’ w'hile Samson 
“ made sjnirt’’ in the central arena? 

Mary. Tlu*e(*tJi<Misand men and women. What 
a niimb(*r to perisli by one man ! 

MA:nA. Or rather by the dehsgfated power of 
Go<l, working in a single individual. It is indeed 
a remarkable feature in the history of Samson, 
that while other champions of Isra<d were com- 
missiiujedtoact chieflyas leaders of their brethren, 
all the exploits of Samson were performed with- 
out human co-op(*ration ; thus making them more 
palpably “ of the Lord,” while they had for their 
evident object, rather the humiliation of His ene- 
mi(!s, than any j)crmanent or extensive deliver- 
aiic(j to His p(m])h». 

This was })eculiar]y tin; case in the last signal 
exertion of Sumsoifs supernatural power. Its 
o(;currence in an idolatrous temph*, among a hea- 
then nation, at the precise moment when its chief 
blasphemers were assembhnl to ascribe unto their 



M () R \ IN <i !■ ( ) I ' R'r E EN T II . 


KiO 


idol, tlic‘ lioiiour which be](»ii^<?th to Joliovah aloiio, 
and their iitv<dvein(*iit in oin^ snddtni and iearfnl 
ruin, in whidi unassisted man conld daiin “neither 
part no>* lot,” would ahuiidantly attest to Jew and 
(je.nihs the truth too often forp^otten by both, 
that the “ Lord is Kinpr* let the heathen rapre 
mwer so rnrioiisly.” 

What iiistrnetion may Christians diiefiy de- 
rive ^roin the dnHjuered history of Samson, and 
its V w led paj»‘e ot‘ sin and sufferinj^, of jienitence 
and final triumph ? 

IVIauv. It has made me iimh'rstand blotter 
that tile great men of the Jlible were not iin^ant 
to be patterns of* goodness, IxHrause if they had, 
they could not have been like ns, and w(‘ should 
not hav(^ been mad(» wdser by their faults. Surely 
no one who reads about Samson could ever put 
faith again in wicked w’^omeii, or lose God’s fa- 
vour to jdeasi; tlujin ; when all he got for it was 
b(*ing mad<; a jirisoner, and blind, and wretched ! 
and when, though he did repent, and got l(»ave 
to kill his enemh's, that did not save him from 
dying miserably with them ! 

MA]\rA. Would that every, reader, my dear 
Mary, drew from this much abused history, in- 
ferences as simple and salutary as your own ; 
viewing in its erring hero a beacon set up by 
Eternal Triitli, to warn succeeding generations 
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that, apart from God ami Ifis saiictifyin^ influ- 
tlio “ rfico is not'' lit‘re Ik*1ow “ to tho 
swift, nor tho battle t(» the stroiie;’, nor wisdom” 
even to men of tlio acntest natural “ under- 
standing.” 
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LiiNSON — Chapters x\ii. and xviii. 


1\: M\. Wo have in those two mtiniorable 
chapters, pci'liaps as striking an example as any 
in Scripture of the rapid propagation of evil ; 
of the easy transition from private to national 
corruption of triui religion : and of tlie awf ill re- 
sponsibility which may be incurred by individual 
alienation from, or even perversion of, the wor- 
ship of God. The transaction, it must be j»re- 
mised, occurred at a period considerably (*arlic*r 
than that of which we have latterly betMi reading ; 
before the csiablishnient of regular Judges over 
all Israel, and while the yet unsettled tribes, under 
their own respective lieads, did (as is said in v erse 
6th) “ every man what was right in his own eyi*s.’’ 

Of wJiat tribe was the man wdiose domestic 
idolatry proved (in the words of Scripture) 
“ how great a matter a little fire kindleth ?” 

Mary. He was a man of mount Kphraim. 

Mama. And do you recollect to what lengths 
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of apostasy tliat. i»iiilty Irila* iiitiiiiat(‘ly pro(*<*(‘(l(*(l. 
or ill M’lial soKmuti torins it was doiioiiriced by Jiini 
who had loiij^ fruitl(\ssly said, Turn ye, turn yv. 
why wilJ y(* die ?*' 

IVl.Am. I do ronieiiibor it, it was so awful. 

Kjiliraim is joined t() his idols — let him alone." 

IMama. AVords indeed hardly to be forp^otten, 
when pronouiu'od of any of us helpless human 
ereatiires, Avhoni the restraining hand of gran* 
alone can save from “ going down aliv'e into the 

By what art of filial impiety was Micah’s de- 
sertion <»f God’s altar for his own devices, appro- 
priately ushered in ? 

INfAiiY. Robbing his mother of eleven liundred 
shelitds of silver. I fear sIkj was little better 
than hiinsiilf, for she “ cursed’’ about the loss of 
her money. 

Mama. Your accusation is natural, from the 
words of our translation. But the original im- 
ports quite another thing, viz. that she laid un- 
der a jiidii'ial curse the individual of her house- 
hold wdio should have taken and concealed her pro- 
perty ; an imprecation which, on the confession 
of her son, she quickly converted into a blessing. 

Mary. She might have spared it, if she had 
thought how much more sin the montiy would be 

-‘nTHRO J>f. 
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Mama. But so far from dooming sinful the 
form of idohilry whirh her son was 
iihoiit to S(!t 11 }), this misguided woman had lier- 
self lesi;^ned tin* silver fora “ f^raven image ami 
a molten imago!’' How does it apjiear tlnit she 
d(‘Imled herself into a Ixdief of her intention heing- 
p raise wo j thy ? 

Mauy. SIk^ says she had de<lieated them un- 
to ///< Ao/y/.” Did she never read the second com- 
mai: 1 aom,, about “ graven images ?” 

Mama. Mary! your question, somewhat chil- 
dish, for one who might know, tliat in those days, 
aye, for centuries after, the readers of Scripture 
were <;onfined to a small and privileged nnn»l>er — 
recalls us to what can never be often enough 
pri/iod and eommemorated, viz. our inestimable 
advantages of s[»iritual instruction. Remote from 
Shiloh, where alone the Ark and Testimony of 
God resided — indisposed by indolence, to resort 
thither — the; family of Aficah w(*re so destitute of 
religious knowledge, as to think of propitiating 
the (to tliein) unknown God” of Israel by gra- 
ven images ; to consecrate one of tln*ir own house- 
hold a priest, to Him who had “ chosen the sons 
of Aaron to stand before him for ever,” and to 
grasp at a young vagrant Levite (as ignorant and 
more inexcusable than themselves) as a “ fatluir” 

p *2 
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‘'(‘[It tVnin Hrjivrn to |H*csi(lr ovrr tlicir iiiiimtlio- 
M'r\ icr ! 

AIahv. 1 jiiii at a loss 1 h know wliat tlu* iinaii** 
could ]i(‘ wliicli Micah’s mother told tlu* ‘•found- 
er’' to mak(* for her. She sjieak^ of //fc Lord 
if slie was not an idolater ; and yet her son nni'-t 
have been one. for it says that Mieah Iiad an 
house of ^ods.” 

Both were in so far true, tliat thoiiii^h 
Jehovah s<*eins still to have been the ohject of 
their ignorant worship, they offered it thronjj^h 
the forhiddeii niediiim of visible images. jUit did 
this “ setting np” in His place of something that 
God had exjircssly forbidden, complete tJn^ con- 
venient imitation of holy things, by which Micah 
sought to atone for his slothful absence from the 
sanctuary of God? 

Makv. No, he “ made an ephod.’' That was 
a consecrated garment I know, for little Samuel 
wore* one from his cradle ; but what were “ tera- 
pliirn 

Mama. A species of images, by which it Jias 
been thought he intended to imitate the two che- 
rubinis whicli adorned the ark of the covenant ; 
and thus lend a mimic glory to his, alas I wholly 
liiisarictihed mockery of the “ place where God 
hail put his name to dwell there/’ 
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A! viiv. How (‘oiild he “ coiisccmto liis s«ni to 
Ik' ji priost ?” 

\i\.A. lie wlio (as wc remarked once of Jero- 
})oai»! ) in)?ii>ined liiiiiself able to set up” g-cids, and 
a foriT of religion, rniglit well be guilty of tbe 
lesse*’ nresumption of eonstituting ministers. Yel 
we Uno that misgivings of bis son's insufficiency 
induced IVlicah eagerly to embrace the first oj)- 
portiiiiity of purchasing for bis sin the counte- 
nance of an authorized servant of the sanctuary. 
Who was he ? 

Mary. A “ young man of the family of Ju- 
dah.” How could one of another tribe be a Zc- 
vite? 

Mama. I am glad you inquired into the seeming 
inconsistency. The Levites, you know, were ap- 
pointed to dwell in all the tribes of Israel, in citic's 
set apart for their express residence; and Hetlile- 
lieni Judah was this young son of Levi's allotted 
abode ; had not a truant dis])osition," and |»ro- 
bably some errors in conduct lli(*re, driven bin; 
forth, a wanderer and an outcast, to seek and find, 
ill a vjigrant life, the fertile occasions of sin. How 
did these now present themselves ? 

Mary. By Micah asking him to be his priest, 
and offering him clothes, and wages, and victuals. 

I daresay they were very welcome to one who 
had no home. 
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Mama. Of <^ourso ; but should they liave hliiid- 
<»d one, hroujj^lit uj) in flic four, and sot aj)art for 
the sorvioo of tin* Lord, to the sin of assiuniiifj^ 
the priestJiood (to which us a mere Lovito he had 
no claim) ; of prosidiuf^ over forbidden iinap^e wor- 
ship, and settliiii>: hiiiisolf, for worldly considera- 
tions, at a distance from his appointed scene of 
<liity, in the family of’ an idolater ? Yet so com- 
jdotely can solf-inttnost and self-love obscure the 
plaiiu‘st dictates of reas(m and rc*velation, that not 
only was tlu? y<uing- man “ content to dwell with 
Micali and be iiis jiriest,’* but tlie latter allowed 
himself to re£j;’ard as an ex]»ress token of favour 
from the (lod he was disobeyinj^*, that he shoidd 
have fallen on one of his servants to abet Jiim in 
his sacrilegious impiety ! It is fi^ood for us to 
trace, in the conduct of another, the leiifJi'ths of 
self-deception to which a combination of wilful ij^- 
norancc?, carnal indolence, and spiritual pride may 
carry any one arnonf^- ourselves. 8ii])jK)sed im- 
provements on the commanded service of (lod, or 
mere substitutes for it, did not cease with the dark 
days of Micah ; and there are few foundiTS of 
sects, however absurd or impious, who have not 
(like him) been able to persuade themselves, that, 
in superseding^ his plain precejJts, they “ did God 
service.’' 

We shall now see that the delusioji was not con- 



M ( > K\ 1 \ a yj FT !•: i-: n r i i . 


177 


fined to tlie iiifatinited IVlicali, and Ins lionseliold. 
Now rjmie tin* tribe of Dan to Jiave yet to seek 
an inlioritanee ? Had none been assig^ned tbein ? 

Maiiv. Surely it bad ; tliongli I don't think 
we read about it. 

IVIamx. No, it was in a eliaptor of JosJnia, 
omitted as merely containing similar details. But 
a reference to it enables ns to s(‘(‘ that sinful waul 
of fa? b and activity to coiujiier the greater part 
of the a* allotted territory, liad straitened tli(»m for 
room, and forciid them to atUnnpt an establish- 
ment elsewhere ; and it was in j)rosecution of this 
design that th(» events occurred which we are 
about to discuss. What, wfis tlie objec.t of the five 
mini who sought hosjutality from Micali ? 

JMauy. ‘‘ To search the land.’’ Mama ! I won- 
der how they could know the voice of tlie young 
Levite; bad they seen him before? 

Mama. Probably not, yet Ins dialect, as a <1 well- 
er in Judah, might (as we lately saw in the <*,ase 
of tlie Gileadites) have sutficiently differed from 
that of Ejihraim, to betray his being a stranger 
tlicre. But what sad jiroof did their conduct to 
him soon afford that igiiorauce of God, and Ids 
appointed siwvice, was shared by the Danites with 
the inhabitants of Ephraim ? 

Mary. I suppose their bidding tin* Levite 

ask counsel for them of God. ’ They might have 
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known that lie would not he ‘‘inquired (►f’ by 
sncli as liini, or in any jdaee execqit Sliiloli. 

Mama. (Certainly; yet the reference to Di- 
vine ^nidanee sIioavs .t sense (tliong'li erroneous) 
of religion, aiul is Jess repreliensilde than tlie pre- 
sumption of that “ blind leader of the blind,” who 
must Jiavc taken upon himself to furiiisli the an- 
swer. 

Maiiv. But, Mama, it came true. 

Mama. Yes, like many similar unauthorised 
oracles, its encouraging tenor jirobably contribu- 
ted (togetlier with tlie facility of the eiiterprize it- 
self), to ensure success. ]n what state were the 
unsn>])ecting’ jieojih* of Laish ? . 

Mary. “ Jewelling carelessly,” 'vitli no “ ina* 
gistrat(*” over tlnmi, or any one to Indp tlieni. 

Mama. And of what nature was tlie country 
thus (;xposed to invaders ? 

INIauy. “ A large* land, a plaice v here there is 
no want of any thing that is in the earth.” 

]\rAMA. Tcniipting news these, for a people 
straitened on every side by ])owerfiil enemies, and 
hem Hied up by tliem info a mountainous, and pro- 
bably barren district. Ilow many warriors were 
sent to make this desirable conquest ? 

Mary. “ Six hundred men, appointed with 
weapons of war.” But what a shameful return 
it was in the “ five men” wlio had been entertain- 
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c'd l>y Alicali to put it in tlioir lu-i'tlinurs liojul to 
take away liis iniaiit's I 

AIa.^ia. And wJiat a foarfiil ]>roiioiiess t<» ido- 
latry did it mauitost, tlio i)aro idoa of pos- 

sessing such iV)rhidd<‘n treasures, could iu»t only 
sanction, hut jiistHy, in their eyes, an act of siiaine- 
less rohhery ! I?ut were they content with for- 
eihly carryiiio- off the household j^ods of Micah? 

Ahiitv. No, they hrihed away his very Levite, 
hy teliint!^ him how' much hotter it was to he priest 
to a wlioJ(» trii)e than to one family. And the 
ungrateful creature went, and it says “ his heart 
was gflad.” 

Maaia. And can inp^ratitiuh^ to man surprise 
you, in a minister of the sanctuary, who had first 
forgotten, and tlien dishonoured his God? Jn- 
t(*rest, lio])e of ^ain and preferment, first attached 
him to tJie fiimily of Alicah; and, for greater g^ain, 
and more gratified ainhition, he betrayed, and left 
his heiiefactor witliout a sigh. What effect had 
the M’liole iniquitous transaction on Alicah, and 
his superstitious neighbours ? 

AIary. Mama, one can hardly help being" 
sorry for Iiini, when lui says, “ Ye have taken 
away my gods which I made, and the priest; and 
what liavc 1 more ?’’ 

Mama. Yes, if the blasphemous absurdity of 
the charge, as it sounds on a Christian ear, were 
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not rnoiip^li to stitlr ul! synipiitiiy. My ^(xls 
wliic.li 1 made* I” Is then? nut, in the* <»x[>n's-ion 
it.s(‘lf, wlioruwitlial to relmke* tlic ^ross tolly whii h 
jj;*av(‘ if hirtli ? To pfri(*v<* (»ve*i* that :i> an oh/eef aj' 
irorslifjn which if Avas in iho jkhvoi * of “ lhie‘vt‘s to 
break thremjj^h and st(^al, ’ does not, all iliis seem 
to n^ tin* extrriiu* of childishiu'^v ; and warrant 
tin* eemcliisioii that, tiie fatal preval: nci* (»f i<i(»l:5ti y 
ninst have been foiiiideel on Mniiethiiiir < (nip;‘eniai 
to it in tin* <‘orrii])tion of the* ln*art e^f nnin, ratio- 
than on that lininan reason to Avliieh it offers one 
perpetual insult ? 

IJiit elid the idle 1atn(*nta1 ions of iMieali prornrt' 
tile* restoration c»f those iniaii:<*s, >vho>>e los> was 
aft<*r all, but a just retribution f<»r Ids owji rob- 
ht*ry of his inoth<‘r r 

j\L\nv. Oh I no — lie was adviseal to hold his 
ton«^iio, or else his life might have* be‘en taken 
toe). 

iMaima. Yes — for in those days, as avc* read, 
there was “ no magistrates" by whoni tJie si)oilers 
miglit have be*e.n compellt^d to relinquish their 
prize. W’^hither did their unhallowed spoil ae*- 
company them ? 

AIary. To Laish; and tliey killed the* poor 
quiejt seenre people, and burnt their town, and 
built another, and called it “ Dan. ’ 

IVIama. Does the erection here ot Micah s 
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* iniaj;*<*'s’ lo y*»n anv lator rvoiil <»! tlir 

sainr kin*!, ky u liirii I km was rcii<lt'r 4 ‘il i«!i!ia|»- 
|)ily iaji4('u^- in I'.nn*' > 

M \!tv. im* (Jiiiik Was not one t'T Jt'ro- 

knam '• » alv('s '•oj iijt al ik»M. and om* at IJctlnd : 

M Kxa« !l\ : and a^ it is said linrr that 

i!na;n«‘' V, (Hsliiji ]»»; ■ai!t*d ni (km, nmrt* or loss, 
till tin raji"’ ‘ y. \vi may Irata* t<» a lanmntaMy 
roino" * I oi'a.*-. tin- »d’ li>i> oii«;inal trails- 

i;'ros‘i<,n (.r 'll lirst ^r<*ai i*o;ninandnu‘ht of tin* 
law. I»v Sc sJ^H•l^i i;.ind oi’Miraii. 

TIins ,a* aro Ind to < iosr, as \\ r coimncnrod, 
onr lannarks u|)<m this days reading’; and dcriM' 
from it tin* wliolos4mi(» U‘sson, for uliirli doiii>tl<‘ss 
it was r(H*ordc«| in Jloly Writ, viz. that llir sins 
of individuals involve oftoii a (h‘ii;n*t‘ and <*xt«*nl, 
of K'spniisihility Indore whi<-li tin* most thoii^lith*ss 
would siirink, and tlie iin»st hardened tromhh*. If 
Mivali, to save himself the tronhh* of worship- 
pinu^ (as every mah* in Israel was expn*ssly eom- 
maiided to <lo), three times a-y'ear, in Shiloh, had 
imt made forliidderi i<IoJs ; if, to procure himself' 
an niilawfid livelihood, the vapi’ahoinl In vite had 
jiot first hi*come a partner in .Micah’s ^nilt, and 
then, hy a favonrahle r<*sponse from an imag'inary 
deity, ftatleretl t\\e andiition and avarice 4>f a\>and 
of D.r.iiti* ndihers and plmnh*rers, tln*ir whoh* 
tribr hare continned to n in sliip (iofl in his 
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appointed place and inaniicr ; and Dan, instead ot 
sharing the revolt ot‘ Jerohoani, and reniaining foi 
eentiu’ies a stronghold of idolatry, and a re- 
]»roaeJi in Israel/' might have come down to us. 
nnsialned hy rehellion against its monarch, and 
a})ostasy frcmi its Ood. 
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\i .iiA. 11’ our la'^t iny <loar Mar\, iii- 

^tnu'tivoly o\oin|>lirNMt llu* iirKjuity. of 

\vlii(*Ji ail iiuiividual traiixfifn^^xioii ix too ol’toii (lu‘ 
iortilo ]>ar(*iit, mo luivo tlio ^aln(‘ lissoii yot iiioro 
forcilily ini iiloatod in llio distros^in^* liixtory of to- 
day. To (lio con jugal iiifidtdity (d‘ oru* of tliosi? iri- 
forior m Ivos, mIioso t(d(M*atioii anion^* tin* Jews w o 
liavo s<» oftoii ]iad oooasioii to dt^phn'o, and m'1io.s(‘ 
.•^orvilo orif^-iii and do^radod station in tlio ]io(j.<o- 
(loldof tlioir Inidmnds, dojirivod tlioniof iJio Mron^- 
4*st inolivo.s to in oju’oaoliablo oondnot in W'onnni, 
may bo traood not only tlio brutal iiilioxjiitality of 
tli<‘ iiiliabitaiiN of (liboali; ihosavatco forocity w itli 
M’bioli it was avon*::!^! by llio inooiixod Ibnija- 
mitos, and tin* rotalial<»ry dan^litor (almost to ox- 
tormination of tlio latt or tribe), but tlio mijnsti* 
tiablt* viobnn o with wdiioli linndrods of imioomit. 
maitlons woio mado to oxpialo, by uimioritod se- 
paration from tlioir (»\vn parents, tlio ^nilt of oin* 
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wlio took ivfii^vvvitli lior's from tlio just of 

an oifondod Imsband. 

Of what triho \A’as tlie iiidiv'uhi.'d thus iiijuivdr 

Makv. a Lovito of Mount iilphraim. Shoiihi 
his Avife not liaA’O l)(‘on of that trilx* als(^ r 

JNJama. Lfndoubtodly ; and oiu* of tlio (*a ils, as 
AA'o liaA^o s(M‘n, of tliis di!srri|)tion of inarriai*'<*s. 
AA’as indifforoiife to tlie ronntry, or oammi religion, 
of th(‘ Avornan- But do you roeolJect tlu^ foiirt'f 
})iinislmiont to AAJiirh aaua'os (oa'ou of this suhordi- 
iiate class), AA^ore liable, by the laAv^ of Mos(*s. 
AVJien conAUrted of adultery? 

Mauv. Oh I y<\s, they inii^ht Ixj stoned to 
death ; like tin* Avoinan, yon know, in t!i(‘ NVaa' 
Testament, that Avas broiif^ht before our Lord. Jt 
AA^as no AA’onder the LcAdte’s aa ife ran uAA'ay for 
fear of it. 

Mama. But AA^as it not AAonderful that a hus- 
band, so gricA'ously offended, should (in the sj)irit 
of our gruidcMis JN'Iaster) liaA^e shoAA’u himself so 
mild and forf^iA'in^; and haA"(» soug-ht, by kindness, 
to reclaim his sinning partner? Well did such 
forbearance merit the grsititude it seems to have 
<*xcited in the penitent wife and her father, as 
shoAvt'd by the latter’s repe«ated attempts to de- 
tain his son-in-hiAv. But Ave have, in the sequel 
of the history, a sad and striking proof that, 
Avhen most am|)ly pardoned by man, the AATlJ-nigh 
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forgot ‘•'in" will find onl," und rise iij) 

agJiiiis! vfH ji repentant Iniiii^^ressor; and, in tins 
case, pniiislinient was hroiiglit alanit (tlinufi^li 
iininleiitiniially), l»y the iinprudeiice ol tlie recon- 
4‘iled inehaiid himself. 

Te wljat imnec(*ssary dani^er did his nhsiinacy, 
in d at a ].‘it<‘ hour, <‘xpose the lrav«*llers? 

IS ^ ». It first nearly oldii»e(| him to sto]» Idr 
th; j^hl at .l<‘lms; and yon know that town he- 
lon:jfed still t4» the heatlnm Jtdmsifes. lint il si-eins 
hard that after refiisiej^ to slay amoiii^ idolaters. 
In* sluMild have been Mairse nsc*d amoiif;' liis own 
pecpple. 

ALam.i. TJiat il fan'd worse with him in eon- 
se^jnejKje, is imt lik<*ly; as, in all prohahilily, the 
o-re-s initprity of (Jiheah aro«^e from its near neit^h- 
hnnrhood to ilie (uinaanit(‘ city of ,l(‘hns; while 
the i-xisteiici* of the latti-r. in the heart <»f Nrael, 
may 1)4* traccul (as we hav4* already se4*ii), to tin* 
ijid4d4-nc4» and 4-owar<li4*4* 4»f tho>e V4‘ry I54*njamit4.‘s 
4»}i whom t»4»d was eia* lon^ t(» he so si^nially 
av<*ni>*edl Did so mnch as one of this trihe (to 
winnn the city 4d' Giheah hel4nii»-4*d ), vindi4‘ate its 
4*hara4 ter hn- kimlness and Imspitality ? 

Mary Oh! mi; milMiily aski^d the Levite 
in, ex4-4‘pt an <d<l c4nmtryman 4if his ewn, from 
<• iMoniit Kphraim. " <*4*mim* from his >4(»rk /ml 
of th<‘ fn*ld at 4*v4‘n,' 
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Maima. Poor ho may probahly liavo bo<*ii \\\ 
worldly circiiinstaiicos, but “ ri»*h in i>(»o(l works, 
and wiJlinj** to cominniiicate,” as is pro\ (‘d by lii^ 
warm and lib(‘ral salutation; wJiih^ Ids jdely may 
be inferred from his readiness to entertain a ser- 
vant of the sanctuary, then on his way to Sliilo s 
to offer (it is supposed) before the Lord, an atosi- 
in«r sacrifice for the f^nilt of his erring wife. n:;i 
the pr»or creature’s fatal deviation from duty was 
about to be visited with fearful rc‘tribution, by the 
very sinful passions which had first made her an 
alien from her husband's protecting roof. Thrust 
out (as an hostagt^ for the lives of all within), 
from that of the fiiendly Ephraimitc, she soon li-JI 
a sacrifice to a cruelty, at winch many are disposed 
to shudder, who think little of tlu* more lingering 
mis(?ry to which human vices daily consign tlndr 
thousands of wretched victims. 

Ilow did this heart-rending catastro])he afie<*t 
the iinha])py husband? 

Mauy. Mama, I think he was hardly less crucd 
than those who killed her, when he could cut her 
uj) in twelve [fieces and send her, “ t(»geth(*r with 
her bones, into all the coasts of Israel.’’ 

JMama. The expedient, shocking as it seems 
to ns, was by no means nnexainpled, and ])robri- 
bly designed to exjn-ess, by its very fearfidriess, 
the ardour of his thirst for revenge. 
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AV( :iv(* many instaiuTs in smptnri* ami an- 
c’u*nt ? 't<M V, oK animals tims divided and distri- 
buted 'mmtic allies, as ijieeiitives to mutual siip- 
j)ort ; id, by sending a ]M>rtiou also to “ benja- 
min,’ |r u (lie Ijevite im?ant to <'onsider even 
the ’ ' < the otlendin^ tribe, as involved in 

llie , of |n*ocurin<]!^ him justice. AVliatevm* w(* 
imp cink of tlie Idoody summons, it com|>I('t(dy 
answered its purpt^se ; tiiM, by exciting- universal 
attention and horror; attd tinm, by nnitiii*^ ** ail 
Jsratil as one* man” before (lie Lord, to whom, as 
supreme arbiter (for you remembm- this happened 
when tiiere were no judg’es), the case was to be 
solemnly n'ferred. 

How numerous was (he warlike assi‘mldaf;e 
thus arrayed by the wroiii^s of one heart-broken 
husband ? 

Mauv. “ lumr hiimlred thousand footmen t!ial 
drew sword !” I don’t think, in spite of the 
’• jiiece’ sent to ihvm^ tliat any benjamites were 
anion^ them, for it only says, tJiey had “ //////yZ 
tliat the children of Israel were g^one u]i to Aliz- 
jieh.” 

Mama. No ; either conscious shame for, or 
jiarticipation in the ^iiilt of tlieir clansmen, with- 
held them from the iiiitioiml inijuest. >\'Jiat ef- 
fect had the simple tale of the berea\e(I J^evite 
on his assembled countrymen r 
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Mahy. Tliry U(*rc “ kliil jih onr \\v.n\" 

to fro up ufrninsi (jjlxN'ili. Ikit tht*Y 
hotter th:m niu» woiiI<I liavo t*X|KH*t('r/ fhnil pcoplr 
so unirry ; for tlioy soul first to try aiiil 

flit* JKTSOIIS wJlO JiJUl iloiU* tllO wirktulllOSS J)Ut 
to (lonlh, hrforo they punished the wliole tribe. 

jMaima. And was this wise and e(j nil able |n*o- 
])ositioii aeeeded to? 

Af.\]«Y. No, no ; '■* the Benjamites would not 
liearkeii to the voice of their bretlinui, but f;ath(‘r- 
<‘d tlieiiiselves to fro out to battle.” Nobody 
could be sorry for them wo/e ! 

AIam \. \(» ; because; tlu'V thus sedeinuly stme- 

tioiK'd and defeiide<l the i];;uilt it was their duly to 
have ehuionuced and abjured. What number ed' 
fi^hfiiijr* men was this (ihebsast triln* in Israel) em- 
;d>bMl to muM(‘r au:ainst the national army? 

:M\nv. Twenly-^ix Ihousumi," bt'sides the 
\ < hniidrcd \\'1< Kcd m<*ii of (libeaii, who ele> 
served to be ail killed. But wJiy were*^eveu huii- 
drt‘(\ cliosen left -banded ? 

Mama. For the sujMM'ior facility thus afforded 
in the use of the slirif^, a weapon to which, iiisijr- 
n\ti(‘ant as it appears, the Israelites had been cliiefly 
reduced, by the jiolicy of tlieir heathen oppres- 
sors, ill depriving tJiein (as we have lately read) 
of swords and Sficars. That, wlien dexterously 
"ieldod. it could prove unorrinji. we Inivc' an in- 



staiu'o \\\ lUv iMvt‘ oi* ;‘iu\ 

tlu‘n atitlini ^ inrntiun llio tlilijzioiicc <»<’ variou*. na- 
tiniis i]i thvir rJiihlrfii thnii thr t niiJh* 1i> 

this i Vf of warfan*. 

M Ain. Mama! 1 «aiiii<it help murh sur- 

prised that the wicked Ben’iamites twice ^;ol tiie 
hotter of the children of Israel; who, besides hein^ 
so luiioli in the riglit, wore Uvoniy times as many ! 

]V1 It would indeed he surprising, wore 

it 11 it tliat those very circiimstam‘es (viz. their 
rigid eons cause, and overwhelming nnmhers) to 
whicli you allude, are supposed to hav<» created in 
them an ov(*r-we<*iiiiig confidence, which lie wlio 
“ seeth not as man seeth,*’ saw fit to hiiinhle by 
repeated discomfitures. 

Mauy. But they had asked counsel of God * 
even at the very first; and that Avas what niatle me 
wtmder they should not succeed. 

i\fA>iA. I am glad you thus bore in mind the 
usual scriptural connexion between aeknowledg- 
iiieiit of God and consequent victory. But the 
reference to the Almighty seems, in the first in- 
stance, to iiave been slight and formal ; merely re- 
lating to the precise order of battle, and not iu~ 
vokiiig the blessing of the God of armies, or what 
might then have been styled a “ holy war.” 

Mary. But, after the first defeat, tliey “ w(‘pt 
before the Lord until even.” They were surely 
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sincoro r(;lij^i<nis tlicii, and yt*t tlioy lost aii- 
titlior liattlo. 

JVlAiMA. Kvoii if \vi* u[“iv<‘ rr(*dit for a 

sinrority of iioiir l)iit llo wlio reads tlie 

lieart eaii jiidi^<*, and, were we able to diseriininate 
between ttnirs of sbaine and sorrow, and those of 
^(Minint‘ liinniliatioii Ix^fon* (rod, there inig’ht ^till 
be need in this ease for farther demonstration, that 
the “ battle is not always to the strcnii;-,” beffnv 
tln»roii^h eon\ ieiiori eonld ensiu*, that neither the* 
jnstiee (d tludr (jiiarrel nor the force oi' the num- 
ber e.oidd (ajKirt from tlie iJivine eo-operation) 
secure tlunn the ho])od-for trium]»h. know not 
what vindietive and niibrotherly ftx'fmjrs mi^^ht 
lurk beneath the mask of etjiiity, to imir and de- 
face in tin* si^ht of (rod tin* appfirently saered 
work of retribution ; but one eirciimstanee we do 
know, by which tin* charaeler of the Israelites’ 
second, hniniliation was materially changi^ed, and by 
which it was ])robably at length rendered efl’ec- 
tual. Can you find me this from the words of the 
narrative ? 

AfARY. Oh ! 1 see many tilings that shew they 
wore in earnest at last, and really hninblcd before 
(iod. They “ fasted this time until even, and 
offered burnt -offerings and peace-off erings before 
the Lord. ’ 

Mama. Yes ; to the tardy fulfilment of an 
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iii(1isj>(.>]i^il)1(‘ <»ii all ni-cji- 

siniis (lor of’ s:i\n flir 

M*i ipturo. "tljorf U no roinis^ioii,” ) wo are aiiflior- 
1/0(1 to atlrilM!f(‘ llio siufiial siioooss wliioli. wlioii 
tlni"* jn()j)3t in If is turn nppoinivd mup (io<l 

at louprlli voiU‘]isaf'(Ml t<» to Jlis jioiiitoiit 

j>oo]»l(*. lint tlio »i:<|iiirv on fornoM* ooo;i- 

sioiis sf» hastily aad sii'^iitlv i-oiKlnolod, >\ :i'< now' 
<lis>.tinj:^!iisl'''d liy ain^tluM* in(rt>|>(Misil)lo rtM|ni<ito. 
vi/. tJio inf (‘rj>o>itioii (tfiiod’s lli^*h Priest ; winnn. 
for file first time. >re now Insir of as standing 
“ liefore the arl\,” and fnlfdlin^ Ix'twc'on the Lord 
and his |)(*o]de that iii(*diatorial <dlie(* withoul 
wliieli ]»rjiy('r was then, ns n(»w. a inot kery. and, 
‘‘ asking (‘oimstd (d‘ tin* Lord.” unauthorised pn*- 
s(iiii})tioii. 

W’lio was file Hi«'h Priest thus favoiiraMy re- 
jdied to hy Jehovah r 

IMakv. Phiiih(»as, the grandson of Aaron. M'a> 
he still alive so lon^ after? 

AIama. You forf»:et what liis heint^ still in 
existence corrohorates, viz. tliat wi‘ have lately 
^on(‘ hack to a [leriod hnt shortly suhseijnent to 
the d(*ath of Joslina, and priorj as J f(»ld yon. to 
the aj)|)ointnieiit of Jndjj^es ; a circumstance arisinj* 
from the more privati* and local charactcn- of the 
events recorded in the latter chapters of tin* hook 
vve are lifts clay tracin*!: to it** cU.se. And to this 
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conclusion wo must Imston. AVIuit was tlio rcMill 
of tlio protection of the Most Hifj^li wIkmi at h 
acceptably invoked? 

Mary. OIi! victory of course; for tin* fiord 
“ destroyed that day twenty-five thousand. <»ja* 
hundred men of Benjamin before Israel.*' Mama ! 
then* were only twenty-six thousand s(‘ven hun- 
dred at first ! Tliis was a terrible slaut» ht(*r : 

Mama. Yes, as we before remarked, it amonm- 
ed almost to ext(*nijiijatioii. Such jiid^»*iiieiils has 
national wi<*kedness the ])Ower to draw down : 
and thus was the justice of God vindicated from 
the apparent impunity allow4Ml them in fornnu’ 
conflicts. Wdiat was the refn^v of the mis<‘rable 
remnant of six hundred men jiow left to Benja- 
min ? 

IMary. “ They fle<l into the wilderness, and 
abode four months in the rock of [limmon.” 

Mama. And was the ven<»rance of Israel li^ 
mited to tin* slanghti*r of the battle field ? 

Mary. No ; they killed the very beasts ; and 
th(»y must have slain the women also, els<* they 
would not have been at a loss for wives to tin* six 
hundred remaining’ men. No wonder they wer(» 
sorry when they came to think of wliat thev Iiad 
done. Surely God did not mean them to carry 
thing:s so far. 

Mama. AVe miitht have been inclined to think 
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SO, li:^ il !JO« b«‘<‘n said bt»lo>v tba! it was *• tlio 
Lord w!}<» ?Ma(lt* that f*Toaf “ hroarh in Israel,” 
Avliit a li- Ml itahlt* iiistruineiits so scam eauu* to re- 
pent. Fr!it. \vl»('tlu'r jn*oe<»e4lini*; from tlie exeesv 
oriiuiua.: »*verily, or the jis i derret^ of (omI, the 
evtMit Vv'. •> i:i the eyes of Lrethnai, a national ea- 
lainity, ami, as smu, liotli naturally and j>rojMMly 
dejdore,!. Ami we (‘aimot wonder that hitter re- 
g*rets . enh* liave inin^ied witJi the saeiiliees, hy 
wJii<‘iJ .0 painful a eompiesf was feai’fnlly eoiii- 
iiieitKoated. Of the sinfidiiess ami inronvenieiire 
of rash vows, ue ha\e a fresJi proof in the im-on- 
si<Jerate (Mi^aga'iner.t entered int(> at AIi/jM*h, that 
no Israelite slionld his <lan_i»ht<‘r \ o one of tin* 
tribe of lltmjaniin. In what dilemma did this nn- 
fraternal resolution involve the relenting Israel- 
ites ? 

IMaiiv. They said, what “ -hall we <lo tin* 
wives to them that remain, seeinp^ W(* have ‘ sworn 
by the L(»rd’ that \\«* will m»t pve them ot* (nir 
dai lie'll tors.” Alama, siir^dy-. as we said about 
Jeplithah, God would have been lessanf»Ty if they 
had br(d\en their wend, than that even <nie jM*rs<ni 
should be murdered to let them Jve<*]) it. 

AIama. UiKjuestibnably ; hut we learn from 
this elnnee of evils, the utility of our Lord's ad- 
monition, “ Swear not at all f' evidently direel- 
ed against unnecessary oaths, though perverted 

u 
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])y s<»inc lo l!i(j vvifliiioidiiiir of testimony in roiirts 
of justice. Moody expeduMit did llie Israel- 

ites full u]>oii to keep tlieir vow unbroken? 

I^Iauy. Killing' all tlu» p<*(»ple of Jabesli-p;-ilead, 
to ^et ///r/V daufi^hters for wives to tlio Benjainites. 
IVIania, this was as bad as Samson killing- tlu' 
Pliilistines to get tbeir clothes to jaiy bis wager 
M-ith. 

JNIama. Tlie cases are not quite similar; as by 
aiiotluT stern oath, all who (like the j)eojde of 
Jabesh-gilead) absented themselves from the na- 
tional muster, had been relentlessly doomed to 
destruction. 

But ill what more pleasing .and brotherly sjiirit 
were the miserable Benjamiterefiige(‘s re-admitted 
into the c.oiiiiiioinveaith of Israel.’^ 

JM;\nv. ‘‘ The whole congregation s(*nt sonii* 
to speak to and to call peacc*ably unto them ; and 
Benjamin came again at that time.’* 

INI AMA. JTow affecting is the inspired histori- 
an’s sinqde record of a reconciliation fraught with 
sncli comjdicated emotions ! And how pleasing is 
it (amid much to shudder over and condemn), to 
observe the solicitude of the nation for tin* brother, 
who, like the prodigal of scripture, had thus 
‘‘ been lost and was found.” Not one of tin* other 
trilies even attempted to aggrandize* itself by aj)- 
propriating any part of the inheritance nnjieopled 
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l»y llit‘ liitf ralainity; Init, <m llu* nmtrary, lliry 
'-ioiif'lit to i-fjiair it as raj>i<lly as |»os<^il)l(S }>y |»ro- 
tlo* \vrrt<lu‘<l miuiaiit with wivos. How 
was I lie r(Mjiii>itt‘ iimnlMT at I<*ii<*tli rnniplftcd ? 

M ‘in'. I'Im* Ih‘iijaiiiit(‘s w«*n* a(l\i*«(M] to lioiii 
w'ait tortlo* (Iaiii»:]iters of Shiloh, wIhmi they should 
roino out to daik-i in iho vinoyards. Was ihoir 
dauriui*’ >iiifiil or idolatrous that tluvsi* i^irls W4 M*i* 
tixrd ? 

M \yi \, No ; OH th(‘ rcuitrary, it is siipposcul 
(liat the t'cstival h(‘rc* alliidod to was that of Ta- 
htTiiaclos ; which, occiirriiijj;- in tho st'ason of the 
viiitai*”(*, was always colohratod with ^loat rejoic- 
ing*^. Aiul Shihdi) the place when‘ alone it could 
he lawfully celehrated, was <if course j>(unt(‘d out 
as the s<‘eii(* of I In* intended vicdein'e. How was 
it to he jialliated in the ey<*s of the justly iiueiised 
parents ? 

M MtY. The whole people were to hef^‘ them 1(» 
pass it ovtu* for their sakes ; and t<» consider that 
they were saved hy it from breaking their wonl, 
and j^^iviuu; the Benjamites wives veduntarily, when 
they liad proinis«*d not. 

Mama. And thus ended in' rapine and suhler- 
M'hat had he»^un in adultery and eloj>ement, 
and le<l (as we have sadly seen) t(» civil war, dis- 
grace, and massacre! Let us lay t(» heart, my 
dear Marv, the iinjiresMve lesion, that all this 
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in Isrju'l in tliOM* i]]ili:i]>]>y days “ wIjimi 
thcire was no kinp^, and where every man did that 
which was rig-ht in liis own eyes.’’ And, when 
we read (as yesterday) of idolatry floiirisliiiig 
amid <iontempt, and disuse of national religion ; 
and (as to-day) of licentiousness and rapine arising 
from the absence of whoh‘some legal authority, 
let us draw fresh encouragnieiit in these evil tinn*s 
t(» “ fear Gt^d and honour tin* king.” To bh*ss 
Him, from whom conu*th down every good 
and ]»erfei;t gift,” for the boon of a j)ure and scrip- 
tural cliun h ; and to do homage to Him, by 
whom kings reign,” in the person of His aj)poiiited 
human Adcegerent. 
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1jL>son — il mil, ( 1 . ajul ii. 

iNf ' I.)li I jNIaina, whal a la'aiilifiil davV 
nNKlihi** wc liad I and liow dt li»litt‘id it is tn 
In'ar of‘ swoat Ruth, and her <!ii(it‘id lM>lia\ioin' to 
lior inotiior, and lior prlnanin^ in lln* Jiarvt'vt-tirld, 
af’t<*r all thn fi^litin^ and \vit k(‘din‘ss w(‘ n*ad of 
in tin* laink nt* Jndir-csl 

JNFama. Yonr mnark is verynatnral; and proves 
(indojMMidnnliy of t.iie inon; altnntivr natnrr of 
the siil)jo(i) Jiow infiiiitoiy dorjuT is tin* loiid 
lakcMi of oiii* foolinjj^s by tin* siinplo Iiistory of iji- 
ilividiials, tJian by tin* <l<‘stiny of nations > Rat 
Jiou', do yon think, caiin* tin* life <d* so liiiinbh* a 
person as Ruth, to be roeoiabjd at such length, 
and in a sejiarate form, in tin* Jewish Seriptures > 

IMauv. 1 never thought of that ; or how a 
poor gleaner eanie to Jiave the honour of a book 
to herself. 'W’as it in reward <d' her duty and 
kindness to Naomi ? 

Mama. These, though they brought, even in 
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lliis \vorl«]. tiu'ir own nM-oinponco, in pros- 
<.listin(‘tion, and knowltMip^o of tho Iriu* 
(io<l; and thontj^li llioy donblless iiidim-lly <*oii- 
trilnifod to llio lionoiiraldo ]daco assiprnod in tin* 
lIo!)n*w (Gallon to tlio nioniory oi RiitJi, an* in- 
surti<‘i(*nt to account for it witlioiit a fui*lln*r cir- 
cnnistancc in licr liistory-. wUicli wo will not anli- 
cij)at(*, by 4‘onsidorinp^ to-day. Jn tin* moan liino, 
lot ns bo thankful f<»r tin* oxainjdi* it sots boforo 
ns, oT tin* blessing* of (»<nl on tin* two groat dntios 
of filial pioly and choorfnl industry ; and striv<» to 
iinjirovo it by careful investigation. 

At wbat p(‘riod of the history of the Israelites 
are the ov(‘i:ts ri‘cordod in the .book of Ruth, said 
to have liajiponcd ? 

Mauy. “ In the days wln*n tin* .ludgos ruled.'* 
riiat is a wide word. Mama ! 

Main* A. And the precise period must ever re- 
main in s<ime cl<*gree iiiicertain ; thoiigli learned 
men (from no other famine being spei'ially men- 
tioned) hav<' b«*eii inclined to identify the one in 
tin* tinn* of (rideon, with that which drove into 
exih* the family of Klimelech. Of what tribe was 
(his individual ? 

Mauy. An Kphrathite <»f Reth-lehem-judah. 

Mama. For which latt<*r phue Kphratah was 
another name. Rut his frUn-, viz. that of Jinlaln 
is what the future part of tin* history r<*fjuiies n« 
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}(» hour ill iniiwl. Wliiil violation of tlio law <»!' 
M<>so< wa^^ tin* tirst, and not iinnatiiraL oonso- 
fjnonro of llu* rosiiionco «»f :i .lowi^li family in a 
Iioal:ior. laml ? 

M \n\'. h]linn‘lc‘ch's two mhk tnarriod wonn'ii 
i»f INIoah. I darosay tlii< was ln*(*anso l!i(*v <'on- 
tinnod tioTo, as it says tlioy did. ovon aft(‘r tlion 
fatlsor's doatli. Snroly tin* famine in tliolr own 
oono-. v must have Ih'Oii oxer l»v that time, or else 
IJoio. oontd mil have had <*orn fields to ^lean in. 

Maxix. a very jnst reinark. .Mary, and one 
M ilii which I am mneli |»h*ased. Neet‘ssi|y may 
eoTnpt‘1, for a time, tin* servants of (o)d to as>o- 
eiate with nid»elievers ; hut no om*, who has at 
lu‘arf (‘ither his safely or salvation, will |uadon,«>', 
voinntarily, so dauirerons an intereonrsc*. 

Jli»w hni^ were Maldon and ('hi]i(m snlfered to 
enj«»y their uidialloxved eoimexioiis ? 

Mauy. uXhont ten years, and then they holli 
died. Did (iod punish them for marryinir hea- 
then wannen ? 

IMaaia. It iias been st» eonjeetnred hy some 
e\]msit<»rs. Dnt, as marriages amonj!: the Jews 
w ere eontra<*ted at a very early afj^e, ami under 
the imim*diate sanction «»f pari*ntal authority. I 
slionid l)e more in<Tine<l to reatl the Dixine dis- 
]df*asnre in the destitution and flesoiation of tln*ir 
-nrvivinji ]»ai*^nl Hnl "ere this mere conjecture 
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oven w»*ll-foiiiK]<*(l, we liav<‘ in the issue, a re- 
inarkablo j)roof of tlu' |)ower of the Alini^lity to 
l>riii£^ good out of evil ; and of liis tender pity for 
a forlorn wid<»w, ky over-ruling, for lier eonsoia- 
tion and snjiport, a connexion she must eiflnn* have 
pio^l^ly disapproved of, or sinfully connived at. 

\Miat was tlui first wish that arose in her bo- 
som on finding herself (in the aflecling words (»f 
Scrij)tnre) “ /iff of her two sons and her husband ? ’ 

IVl AUY. To n'.turn from the country <»f Moab ; 
for slu‘ had heard there liow that tin* Lord had 
visitinl his people, in giving them bread.” Do you 
think sh(* had only just heard this ? 

Mama. lh*rhaj)s not, Mary ;• but the warnings, 
nay invitations, to return to oiir “ b(*tter country,” 
and our Father’s house,” which fall unheeded 
on the ear of ju’osperity and afllnonce, find a 
leady echo in the bereaved and desolate heart. 
How many, besides Naomi, have had cause to say 
with David, “ Jt is good for me that 1 have been 
afflicted,” and whom that very affliction improved 
and sanctified, has been the means of turning once 
more “ with their faces Zion- ward !” 

Who accompanied Naomi part of the way to- 
Avards her l^eloved laml of Judah ? 

Mahy. Her two daughters-in-Iaw. How b(‘au- 
tifully she advises them to leave her, and return 
liome to their mother’s hons(*, and wishes th<*m 
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willi otln*r liii>l)an(ls ! Alaina. Naomi 
inn.st have a ^kkI woiiiaii. 

Al V. Wt‘ hav(* ovrry naKoii to think so, 
hotli from lior <‘onstatit picnis r(‘forc*iirc to I ho 
in l:(»r a(lilr<‘ss(»s to lior widowotl dan^htors^ 
and from that fi^roat foatiiro of an aniiahii^ rharai' 
tor, tho ahsoiico ^.f solfisliiioss ; wliioh inado linr 
not only di'^^nado tlumi froisi sharing; imr j»ovorty» 
})iit . r!‘* d tlioso toiK-liin^ wfoals, Nay. iny 

daii.'htors; for it t»ri(‘\otli mo mm h. /o/'//o//r .vo/rr.v, 
that (!n‘ hand of tin* Jjonl is ^^-otn* out aii^airi^t mo/' 
For luTsolf, slio felt that her years \vi‘ro tew, and 
her Jo>s and sorrows alike huried in the j^rave ; 
hut she could look iorward not only witlumt hil- 
terness, hut with nuit(‘riial syinjnithy to the more 
[U'o^iMM'ous lot which ini^ht yet ho in ston? f<n’ 
[{litli and Orpali. 

IVIauy'. Mama, what do<*> she mean hy askiii<;’ 
it' they would wait for her sons, were she even to 
have any ? (.’oidd sisters-iii-law marry their hus- 
hamls’ brothers ? 

Mama. Not only wore they aiithorizotk hut 
even obliged hy the law of Moses, t<» form such 
connexions, in cases where no child remained to 
keep up the deeeased brother’s rights ami naiin^. 
The ohligalion, fretpieiitly alluded to in Seriptun*, 
as resting on the next l»rother, or (failing him ) <m 
the nearest relation, U* marry the widow of the 



202 


MORNINGS WITH MAMA. 


older bniiicli of tlio family, is quite necessary to 
})e known for the undtTstandiiqi^ of the hitter part 
of Itnlli’s history, lint do yon not recoil <M't a 
singular, and we should suppose imaginary easr 
of the kind, on which our Lord’s opinion was in- 
sidiously souglit by thosi^ of his countrymen m Iio 
disbelieved in a resurrection from tlie dead ? 

Mary. Oh, yes ! about the s(*ven brethren 
who all married one wife. I might have nmiem- 
bered ihal for its strangeness. 

oVIama- 1 hope you remember the use made 
of it by our Lord, not only for confirming tlie 
riadity <if a resurrection, but for re(‘tifying the 
absurd earthly notions entertained by those of 
the J(!ws wlio admitted one. 

A^'hat effect had the disinterested counsels of 
Naomi on her two duiighters-in-hiw ? 

IVfAKY. They both wept again ; and “ Orpah 
lviss<*(l lier mother in law, but Ruth clave unto 
her.” 

Mama. I low expressive are these few words I 
and how forcibly do they discriminate between 
the idl(‘ sympathy which evaporates in teai>, and 
those substantial acts of duty and kindness which 
alone demonstrate its sincerity ! Did Naomi, so- 
litnry and friendless as she was, at onc(‘ sidfishly 
ffrnsp (It the filial devotedness of Ruth ? 

]Marv. OJi no, Mama; you know Naomi wil^ 
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not .s*‘]ris)i. No sho sti]i (fltoii^ii 1 am .ciin* slu* 
must liav*‘ wisliod to Iiavo lior) a(lvis(‘<[ Kiilli to 
“ gr- n;»t k to In*r jK'ople. ’ I5iii slu* suroly roiikl 
not !»(» siiH’orr in advising Ih*i* to go lan-k (lik<* 
Orp !i ! ‘ f(t lirr gods I" 

I\<aaj \. AV%* slioiild l»v vory rash in iTnjMitiii; 
to tlu‘ pious Naon>i so nii\v(»rfhy an advii-n. 
tlioro nothing said Jioro of J{nlh n'tmiiing to 
//rr f: -K; -Old as it has hooii g-micrally snpposcMl 
that V. tiiln hotii siv((M‘s had horoino in sonu‘ inoa- 
siiro pros<‘lyt(‘s from tln‘ir sojourn in a Jowish 
family, tlio non version of Until at leant, wan sin- 
cerii and j)ermaii(Mit. TliU seems proved not only 
by her decided adoption (whiih alfeetion alone 
might have dietat(*d) of the (iod,” as well as 
people” of Xaomi, but by her sohnun adjnration 
of “ th<^ Lord do so to me and iiion* also, if aught 
but deatli part theeaiid me;” whi<-h in the moiiilt 
of any but a converted Jewess would have lieen 
unmeaning and misplaced. 

But let us pause a iinmient, my child, to bid 
our hearts expand in ex(piisite enjtiyineiU of that 
de(‘laration of Hiith's, whos(» inimitable patiios no 
mere bnman comj)Ositiun bus ever etpialled or 
apj)i'oached. [fow does tin’s devoterl 
this friend that sticketli closer tban a brother,” 
declare ner unalterable renohitioii t<» rbeer with 
her presence, in life ami death, the solitary hearth 
of the returning wanderer ? 
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Mahy. Oh ! J kiHHv it hy lu*art, it is so h<*au- 
tifiil ; ‘‘ liitr(‘at me not to leave tlu*e, or t<» return 
from following after thee; for whither thou goest I 
will go, ami when^ thmi lodgest I will lodge; thy 
|>eo])Ie shall he my j)eop]e, ami thy God my God 
J\Jama. iXud ohscu*vt‘ h6w the latter ]»art of 
the glorious resolution, hy wliieh the whole was 
wound up and sanctified, had power to crown, 
witli tlie ricliest sj»iritual blessings, th(‘ heroic. 
ad(»ptiori of jioverty and exile contaiiu'd in its 
former clauses, lii sharing the lodging, and ad- 
hering to the fat<‘ of Naomi, want and misery (to 
b<‘ alh‘viat(^d only by incessant toil), was the por- 
tion vcduntarily chosen by Kiith. Among the 
“ people'’ she said should henceforth he her own, 
tlui stranger Moabitess could find, as site well 
knew from rigid dewisJi ciistojns, “ ii(‘itlier part 
nor inheritance.” In affinity to tlie GW of 
Naojiii, could alone have consisted the suj)erior 
vnJmi of the course she unhesitatingly embraced; 
and though filial affection, and the softest feelings 
of compassion for age and destitution no doubt 
influenced her determination, it was not the less 
accepted hy Him w^hose influence on our hearts 
is best manifested by right principles iji our con- 
duct towards our fellow creatures. 

Mary. Mama I how sad must have been 
Naomi*s return to Beth-lehem without her hus- 
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aiui ! Ami '‘lir wa^ rliatu; •'! tli.ij 
jMMipIc li lirr- W'liat v|;.. hj* an 

hy hi 'aVjiio- tlirm <"i1l lH‘r “ Mai a. ’ in.vU’ad ol 
“ \;«m}i r' 

Amma, f>(‘( ai.-4* fl\f lallt'r raim* (wliij Ii Nji; 
iiiilc.v <n* lannely'’ ), s]h« j\*If t<» Im* 

ri<»\v sadly !iiaj>|»li<*a!rl(* In Iut .saddt'mal Hiiii;! ami 
"liattiM- al f'n;au‘. il i> not llu‘ li.vt liim- tin* 

iiainr • *.i:oa ’ lias o«aiirn‘il in oiii loading : <!o 
you nvollia*! iN lorimw an|»!i(‘ai '.»ii dmi'’:i tin* 
wamliTint;-^ oi* Knud in tin* \\ : 

Maj{Y. (Hi! I roim'inluM-. “ Marali* \^as the 
nuuio of a liittor foiinlain lliat nolxidy ronid drinK 
<if till >Mom*s jmt a Uraiicli in to niakr il s\vo« l. 
l>m*s till* Avurd luoiui l»itto\*\u‘>^ r ’ 

ATama. It dons ; and \v«*II inii;lil i la* sad h' .irl 
of Olio, nil wIioM* Joys a fru ^liori \rars li.id suf. 
lic;(*d to lurii into soj*rou% adojil tin* oiiiinons a|>- 
{lolliitioii ; so oxpn'ssivo at oma* oj'ln*,- mont.d r<a*l- 
iii^s and oxIoriiaJ distross! 

AIahy. lint, Alama, I don’t oxart/y know wliy 
Naomi slionlil liavo remained poor, 'flu* widow 
we read aliout who came hack al'tiT tin* famim* 
in Elisha's tiim*, ‘‘ itUmJ to the kin^ for her Im«iis 4- 
and land/' and got tliein. 

Mama. 1 am verj glad y<»ii reim*ndM*r tlii^, knt 
tlie very eircimistance of a pnipliet's inteH-ession 
and a king’s interposition licing necessary to ri'in- 
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state the once wealthy and jxiwctAiI Slmnainitr. 
will shew how little chance of justice the frieiidlof* 
Naomi could hiive Jiad at a j>eriod wIumi tli(» ofU‘ii 
interrupt(»d sway of lln^ Judp^es lef! men hut too 
much “ to do what was ri^ht in their own eye's.’ 
Let us be thankful that w'e live in timers when the 
rightful iiih(»ritance of the meanest is as secure as 
the possession of the prince ! 

But ev(m by the Jewish law, on tlic death ot 
Kliinelech and his sons, his portion of land would 
have fallen to his nearest, and as we shall soon see, 
not un worthy n'lative. How was this amiable suc- 
cess<»r of Kliineh'ch (‘ailed ? 

AfAHY. Boaz; and he was a mighty man of 
wcjaltli; just, I sii[»pose, tvhat Naomis husband 
himself had oiu;e been. 

Mama. Y(?s, if Ave may conjecture from h(»r 
own bitter” sense of her reverses. To what de- 
gnu* of abjt'cA poverty had these reverses now re- 
du(!ed her sind her daughter in law ? 

Marv, They must have been starving ; for 
Ruth asked h'ave to go and gh»an in any body’s 
field that would let her. Perhaps she did not know 
that the good God of the Jews had ordered corn 
to be lelY (‘xpressly for ]>oor p(*ople. 

Mama. Or, more likely, she d(mbt(‘d her 
own right as a strang(*r” to the merciful provi- 
sion of Him, who, however, had made not only 
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kilulii.'ss to {Uv jH'rsottSj Init tciulonios'^ t(» tin* /rr/- 
hi(/s ' ? ‘‘ st llio sni>jrct oi’ii iu'ciutit'iil pro- 

<*op: !T.‘U' uid lier liiiskaiKrs roii*?iii (to whoso 

fo'ld (»ori. ill Ills \\ iscloriE dirorto<l lior stops ), tos- 
tify nis oh dioiioo to (ho hoiioiiooiit iiijiiMotion r 
J\rAK •, Uy JiskiiifT Jiis sorvaiit, whon ho saw ii 
strtiiif»o ‘ dainsol,’* at oiioo, who she* was ; and tiioii 
spoaiv'*':; so hindly to lior, and hiddiii^ hor stay 
ill / M nul ahide by his niaidoiis, and toiliiii^' 
her ;.o jik' should hurt hei% but sln> ini^ht ^ioan 
wlu'ri! sJu» pleased, 

JMamv. Yes, my dear xMary ; there does in- 
deed breatlie the very soul of |mous boiu‘voU*!u o, 
as well as <if jiastoral siniplicit y, throii,i»h the whob* 
dialogue ; first between tJiis patriarelial iiiastor and 
his reapers, (in whioh they miitiialJy invoke on 
oarh other tin? hlossiiii^ of (itnl ), and (hen be- 
tween the same exeelleiit man, “ in ^ood 
works and ready to eomnuini<-ate,” and the de- 
serving objeet of his aiino>t jiareiital intere'«*t ! On 
w’hat ]iarti(!ulars in Jier eondnet d(jes he state tliis 
interest to liave been founded 

AIauv. On her kind behavi<mr to Inn* mother 
inlaw, and her leaving her own* <ountry and peo- 
ple to follow her back into Judah. 

Mama. True ; but to what hii»her motive <loes 
lie also ascribe this last part of her ooinlnot ? 
AfAKV. “ Tru>tin^ iiinh‘r the win^-s of I lie Lord 
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<iHc] of Israi'l ;' Jiinl Ih* j>i*ays <io(l (,o r('(‘oni|MMisr 
lioi- fully for it. 

INI AM A* IjittU* <Ii<l lie jis yet f(»rosee tliat lie 
to lie made I lie jiistrmiH'iit l»y whom llie ricli re- 
Avard was to he eoiiveyed ! In the mean time, 
Avhat fiirllu'r privihi^e did her modest derrieaiioiir 
iitdiiee liim to extend to liei* ? 

INI A II Y. .He gave her lea\(‘ to dine with his 
own reapers ; and the meal st^ems a very strange 
<iiie — bread soaked in vinegar ! J3iit I remem- 
her your telling me, when 1 wondiwcd at the Jews 
offering onr Lord “ Aiiiegar to drink,” that it 
M as only the ‘‘ gall” mixed among it, Avhieh made 
it eriiel or uncommon. How little the Jews’ cus- 
toms seem to have changed all through the Bible! 

Mam a. Nay, how little have eastern customs 
changed to this day ! for the very primitive re- 
freshment provided for the reapers of Boaz, is at 
this nmment doled out by the Algerines to their 
Christian captives; many of whom, I daresay, 
till their captivity, hail Avondered, and perhaps 
si^offed, at the simjdicity of Scripture manners. 

But Ave must return to Kiith. How was the 
indulgence of Boaz gradually extended? 

Maiiy. By letting her glean among the very 
sliearers; and even telling hi s'jieojde to let handfuls 
fall on ]mrpose. Surely he must have b<»gun to 
think of marrying her already. 



MOUMNfi sFA'EXTLKNT 1 1 . 




Maim A. ^Vi' h;i\<‘ Ti<» nMs(Mi for altriluitiiii*' to 
as yot, any snc!» inttMition: or as.sii^nin^- -ol- 
iisli motives fco' of the jnirest l>eiu‘volenee. 

Diiriijg* tlu‘ wliole of the MihsecjiHMil iiarveni, 
lioaz siiifereti her to eoiitiniK' in her limiihle voca- 
tion . nor <li<l tlie g'lariiii;* (ii*^|)ro•>ort ion in their 
a^e an<i cirennista?’“es allow him (while yet un- 
aware of that pleasing; comhination of thity with 
f'stee *' w!-‘cli afterwards hroni^ht ahont their 
uni(»M) to think of allyintr himself in a inanni'r im- 
suitahii* to his rank and station. 

lint how may we g^atlnn* that this niiion was. 
even now, contemplated as possible by Naomi ? 

Mahv'. »She prays lor a blessing on him frotn 
the Lord, and se<Mns glad that Ituth had gh‘ain‘il 
in his fields and receivt^d kindness from him. but 
J cannot fiml out any plac<* where she seems to 
Iiope he would be her liiishaml. 

Mama. This arises fnmi the Kialish exprt's- 
sion, “ The man is one (»f onr next kinsmen,” not 
conveying the full sense of the origijjal ll(*brew', 
this man is one of our rvdtrntersy' meaning tlim-e- 
by, those in whom, hy the law of Mos(‘s, the right 
of “redemption” of not only the lands, biit the 
“ w’ife^’ of a d<‘ceased relative rested. Naomi do*'s 
not positively assert iJoaz to la* the mansf of kin 
(as indeed it afterwards ap)M*ared he was not, ) hut 
only near as lo make if highly probable the 
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n'-^torat Hui ol llu' forlinu'S of Iut i'ainily aiul 
KiiL'Iit (with prntloiiro) bo br<»nf»lil 
a!>ofi1 ill iiis |K*rsoii. 

Tiio o!(‘:r.:s by which this happy ovoiit wa^ 
wo slaill h'arii to-inoiTow ; Jot iis, in tin* 
ni(*:ni liino, obsorvo tlio fnrtliov acts of duty h\ 
which itntli jiistiih-d tJic‘ bcMU'volcait j)n>dilc(*tioii 
sliowii licT l>y J>oaz, and ooiitrilnited to hoi* motJicw' 
ill bin's support. What luHiaino of the? produce' 
of heu* labour, and his j**ouorosity ? 

Mauv. ‘‘ Slio boat it out at iii^lit, wliou slic‘ 
haci done; i*loauiup,% and f^avo Naoiui all that was 
ovor sorviiiijf JiorsoJf,*’ and she inindod Jior advice 
to '■* bc'op fast by the luaidoiis (if Ihiaz” all through 
the harv<‘sf ; and wdicu that was over, it says. 
‘* she* dwell with h(*r mother in law." 

iSlA.M-A. Vos ; too iiappy if by jiationt industry, 
slic? had in any rc»spoct alloviated the pang's of po- 
vcM'ty ; and caiiitcMit to haiiish, hy lien* oheorfiil so- 
oic’ty, tlici yot hittorer ovil of solitude. Unse- 
duc*i»d from her huinldopatli by unexpected favour — 
unehited by the notice of heu* suiiorior — content to 
lake up, even for life, her abode in the humble 
“ lodging” of Naomi. Ruth became, beneath the 
jn)\ycrht1 h'ac-liing of advorsil\% omiiieiitly fitted 
/’or tUo jfrosjfrvous Jot to Itirit lirr virtues wore 
ere long to raise her ; and oarnc'd hy patient 
continuance in well-doing. ’ her title to that dis- 
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|)l;irc i;i llu* iii«*Jory of lsr;i(’I .luJ 
iic:iloi»y oi* Clir'ht, wliitli \\t> sluill hci rmd 
lier to oiijoy. 

Ill tho moan tiim*, I lvn(»\v not a piorc* orsrrip- 
tnn* MoL»i'apliy ( oxtonsivo is that foitilo tiohi ) 
from whir-h a yount»* I’omah may thTivo nioic j»r;n 
tiral, as well as j)!.‘asini»* inst motion. ( ’oin{far4*<l 
with iho lionTLsim tin* dovotion, tin* (Iisinton*sto<l- 
ncsy '» ’ ih!.. JNIouhitisli damsoL how cold, how sid- 
tisli. iiow worldly is tin* rondiict ofinanv a Chris- 
iiaii d:uitj;ht(?r; even t*. that motlu*r who po^^cssi-s 
over her heart tlie tar stron^»-er claims ol nat ural at- 
t'ection, identity (d‘ country, and the thousand cares 
and soliciituh's wliicli none hut a nf// mother 
knows ! 

When you see, as alas I yon may (io. im- 
fetdin*^ hutterilies, deserting*, tor the Tiivolities oT 
j^aiety, the lonely hearth, nay, <'\«*n the Iin:;erinn 
sick-hed of a decliniiif' parent, think of liuth; 
who, when Orpah turned from .Vaoini with the 
worldling’s hollow kiss of idh* endi'arim'nt, rfrin 
to hcr^ ‘‘ through evil report, and good n‘por1,'’ in 
life, aiul in death ! 

When, at tlie coiuniand ot' tashion or eiiriosily. 
you stu' daughters of oiir true and spiiitnal elmi*eh 
forsaking her jmre worslup and deeent sdlfinnit \ 
for the dazzling ritual of the aliens among whom 
tliey have 4liosen to sojourn, think of Ruth ; win* 
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uii(lei*v:ilii(*(l and Itd’t <*vcii cniintry and kindr<Ml. 
for tlio superior honefit of adherence to the God 
of Naonn ; th(»ii;rli (unlike you) slie knew liiin but 
in part, and saw hut throui^h the dark veil of tin* 
Jewish disp(Mi«atioii, a glimmering of liis works 
and ways. 

Above' all, if teinj»ted to purchase ease and coni- 
})eteuc(‘ by any sacrifice either of principle or r<'c- 
titiide, think of Ruth, who (like the great apostle 
who has record(‘d her) “ lalxMirt'd with her hands 
lo bo chargeable to no man;” and not for herself 
only, but for the indigent and helpless, whom God 
had cast upon her care! Perhaps there is not 
thnuighout the whole range of Scripture a charac- 
t(*r which, after cfuitemplating it in its various 
features of piety, of <lisinterestedn€^ss, of diligence, 
and of filial ob<*dience, we can so confidently sum 
up, and commend to the female reader, by the 
ein])hatic injunction, “ Go thou, and do likewise.” 
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Ma.wv. This iiHimiiiir's iviulin^' <*<uinn«'iu*<‘> 
with ;i plrasiiijjc disjilay of tlio tcndrnirs'* and 
j;'ratiliido t‘X|K‘ru‘ii<u*<l hy Naomi, in rt*turn fm* llu* 
filial kindnoss and d<‘\otio]i of Rntii. I'ho pri> 
vat ions whicdi tlioso had <Mitaih‘d on ht*r lMdov(‘d 
daiightiT, and tin* s(ditiidoand d(‘^titntion to w liirh 
Jior own advain od a^o would, at no di>lant [)ori(»d, 
consiii^u hor, soom to have prt'ssod lioavily on tin* 
affortionalo hoart of Naomi; and it is no wondor 
that she souj^’ht to ohviate them hy iiiMirinu;' for 
lier onc(» more rejiose and |>rosjn*rity, under the 
protcM'thui of a wealthy liij*»hand. The method 
employed for this purpose, however repufi^nant to 
our more fastidious ideas, was perfectly consonant 
not only to the customs, but j)0.^itiv«i institiition.s, 
of the ap^e and country ; m>r mu>t we allow its in- 
<*onsisteTicy witJi our own to cast a sliadow of sus- 
picion over the fair reputation of liutit, Wliiit 
was the line of conduct dictated to her hy Naorni ? 
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Maky. Mariiii, J am ^lacl you Iiavo told me it 
was not wrong’ ; it siuMiis so vory odd. 

Ma3JA. Vos, without a diio knowledge of tin* 
inaii?i(‘i> and lialiits (»f the 4‘oniifry and piM'iod, it 
iniglit infer in the inotlier wiio e(»niinand(Mi, and 
the daughter wh<» «»]n*y«‘d, a <legr(‘e of forward- 
and levitv, from \\ hirh liotli were, in tlioiight 
and aelioii, e(jiially fre<*. I5nf. s**ttliig asich* the 
venerahle aire. near relationship, and truly jiater- 
nal etnnlnet towards Uuth, of th(‘ ptn-son cm wlKt-^e 
notke s\ie was llius apjiaretiVly olitruded — the 
whole proceeding, we must recollect, was viewed 
\»y id! in the light of a mere legal clitdlengo to the 
jK*rforinance of a legal ohligaiidn, which (if proved 
to be indc(‘d the next of kin of the deceased Eli- 
melecli) Boaz was too good a man to dream of 
declining ; so that Ruth was already, in the eye 
of the law, his destined wife. If we take into the 
account also the jniblic and primitive scene of this 
seeming intrusion, viz. an open thrashing-floor, 
where the patriarch lay down (probably among 
his labourers) to guard himself his heaps of win- 
nowed corn ; and that the people in eastern coun- 
tri<*s repose under a simjde mat, seldom ])artiiig 
with any nf their gariiuMits excejU tlu‘ir slippers 
— much of the apparent iudccornru of the conduct 
we so much wonder at, will disappear, even in 
onr eyes. That so far from being (piestionable in 
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tlioso of Boaz, jl exritiMl in him only tlio most 
jj^rateful iipprohjition, is ovidenl from liis pious sii- 
iiitatioii of “ niosKod b<‘ tlioii of the l^ord my 
dauf»Iit(*r whih* his itiishak<‘n rosjM'ct and <*st(‘<*m 
art» proved hy tho cmphatir addition, ‘‘for all tlio 
rity of my p(*t»j)h* doth know that tliou art a vir- 
tuous woman." 

•^<i\v<Iid l>oaz know what It was that 
Until ■ rocjuimi of him" (o dor 

Mama, 'Fwo partitadars in lior addr(*ss 'W(*iifd 
inaku it perfectly evident to a Jew of tliose, <n* 
indeed our own, days. The oxffressiou to “ spread 
Jiis skirt’' ( or rather “ over his hnudinnid- 

eii, distinctly signified to esjamse her ; in token 
of which, in all Jewish ninrriuf^cs, th<* hrith^fTf ooio 
still throws over the head of the hride tin* skill 
of liis weddiiifjf-g’arment. But lu'sides this, Biith, 
hv calliii;^ Boaz liis “ near kinsman,’* or (as wo 
said before) “ redeemer,^" sp«*( ially summoned him 
to fulfil that ofi'n e, by marrying, aceordinir to Ian, 
tlie widow of his decea.M'd relative. 1'hat this 
was perfectly understood by Boaz, is tnldent, 
both from his gratitude for lier prid'erem e of a 
dutiful union with him to a more snita}d<* eoii- 
ncxion in point ofag<*; and by his prudent expe- 
dientnt once to tulfil the Jaw hy o/fering flic li/^ht 
of redemption to him to whom it reallN helonged. 
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find at tlio same time to secure to liimself so re h 
a treasure of virtue and worth. 

Plow, ill tlie moan time, did he maiiih^st lii'' 
fatherly solicitiuh^ to avert from his future wili* 
the slightest breatli of suspicion ? 

Mahv. Jly makings lier ^ct up bidore tberc 
was lig'lil to know any one hy- 

AIama. Yes, according^ to tliat jirecept of the 
apostle, by wliich we are commanded to avoid 
even “ the ap])<*araiic<‘ of evil.” And Iiow did he 
testify his gratitude for the share* in his apjiroacli- 
in{r happiness borne by Naomi ? 

Mauy. 15y filling llutirs veil with barley, to 
take home to lu‘r. Alaina ! 1 wonder he did not 
rather give her wheat ? 

Mama. Not to mentioii that Avheat and barley 
harvests being at quite diflereiit seasons in Judea, 
tin* hitter only was probably at his disposal, — 
“ barley cakes’ an* mentioiu'd all through tin? 
Bible as the prevailing food of its inhabitants. 
Can you remember any instances ? 

Mauy. Oh ! yes, it was a “ barley-cake’’ which 
a man dreamt had rolled, in (jrideon’s time (and 
that yon said yesterday was the same as Riitlfs) 
into the camji of Midiaii, And let me see, it was 
five “ barley -loaves” with whicli our J^ord fed the 
five thousand people in the wilderness. So I need 
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not liiivo womlercd at Honz stMulinj^ it to poor 
Mii. 

} \yi\. AjiJ with wliat i;nitof‘n! oxuitjif ion 
inii'-t Until liJivo (li^]»Ia\ (‘<1 . ;s;mI Naomi \ iowod, 
llir soa^oiiablo siipjdy ol‘ food; not only a^ tlic 
imu'f d lu‘r dan»rIdor*> ol*odio!ii*<* ami j^ood ( ;.!• 
diirt, l>iit as tlio oann'st of fiitiin* plnitvaod jm-o*.- 
pei n V. \Vas slio jn*»tifiod in l»or shrowd 
tli.d Avonld iiri*o t<» a spoedy «‘on< Ii!'.ion a 

inrttor in vvliioli liis In*art \ra> nou- so dorpiv in- 
ti*n.*stod > 

iM .\nv'. Oil y<*s ; lii‘ v.'(‘nt that vrry day, as slio 
sujiposod. Hnt ^^l^y did In* i»o and “it '‘in thr 
r” 

Mama. As tlie usual jibn o in tlioso j>riinitiv(‘ 
tiinos, both for lln* adiiiiiiistration of jnstico, and 
tilt* transact ion of all leiifal allairs hot worn man 
and man. Of this we have iiinnmeraMo iiKtan- 
ees ill Scripture, even so late as l)avi<l, (tin* ^rcat- 
grandson of lliith), and thence the li^'uralive ex- 
pression, (so frequent in the llihle), of “/>o^<(‘s^iiii. 
the gate of their eiieniies,” herame e(jiiival(‘nf to 
having dominion over them.*' 

AVhoin di<l I’oaz suinnion as witm‘s>es. in the 
solenintraiisactiiiii between him and the stiHiicarer 
kinsman of Ruth ? 

AfAKV. The elilers of the «ily. 'i'id^ slienerj 
he did not w’.-li do unfairly ; tlKjni;h. i dare- 
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say, lie Mas in a sad lost the man slionJo' 

chonso to man y lier Iiiinsi ll*. J5nt had poor Naomi 
rmlhf land to sell? or did .l>oaz only say so, to 
try Mlial In* would do ? 

JMajma. AV\* Lavt* no reason to suppose tlial 
any j)ortioM of tiu* ]>roporty of Iier deceased Jms- 
l»an(l iiad in<H‘(‘d ln*en restored to her; hut if, as 
is ]>rohahl(*, ii(‘r claim over it n'lnained, Boaz 
M’as jnstiiled in availinp^ himself of the eireiiiii” 
stance to draM' from tin* nearest of kin, that dis- 
tinct recou'iiition of his rif'ht as sncli, which would 
j*ive validity to his sii]».se<jiient renunciation of it, 
M'lh*n clo^t*’(>d M'illi the condition of inarryinp^ the 
M'idoM*. Do y<m understand M iry ///.'xwus declined 
hy c»iu*, who Mas Ojiiite ready, on other terms, to 
i.'iive red(‘emed'' (that is “ ]uirchased'’) the land? 

JMaiiy. NoAJama; why should Ids ^ettinj** more 
land “ Jiiar the iidu'ritance” he had already ? 

iNlAiMA. Jl is rather of that of his children he 
is sj^eakini; ; for the Chaldee int.cv])relevs of the 
passage exjdaiu it, that he had a Milij already, 
and did not ehoose, by takinp^ anotlier, to risk in- 
troducing^ discord into his house, or injuring the 
interests of Ifis existing family. 

Mauv. FTom’ strange a custom it M^as for people 
among the JeM s t(» make bargains hy giving each 
otArr their shoe 1 

Mama. Not if the transaction, as here, roJateW 



M o R \ I X (; I : V ’ I ri’ i: r. \ ' r 1 1 . 


219 


'iolan'J; liir io ?rt*julor (‘iitcT 

was V(*rv appropriately hy liandiiii.*’ over 

t]i(' present poss^*s^or's sIkk*. T 1 h‘ in later 

titir(»v li'ivo iH]()j>ted. i’{r>t a ^love, and ^Inee then, 
a i “lodki-reliief for tlie >aine piirjKk^e of l•e^i^•lIa- 
tioM ami ratiticatioii. 

M .i{\. Munir —howvtinlil /j'lazlake ilie |»‘ople 
to witness that he had honulit all Ina* hnshand ^ 
and ' land from Xaomi, when ^he ]ia<l not 
enonifii to k(‘ep lier and Itiitii ironi starxini;'? 

Mama. Tiiis e\p’*e«.vioii (*onlirni< oiir Mnijer- 
tiire, that the rir/Zif over tliem still ia‘si(h‘d in her, 
(or rather iiiith ) ; thoui’di loiiiif ahsejua* and n ani 
of a protoetor Jiad prevented tin* jn c>seention of a 
claim which, in the [mwerful Inmds of l>oaz, woidd 
bo easily and promptly enforct'd. Hut was it with 
purely selhsli views that this ^ood man emitem- 
plated iJio poss<*ssioii of Ruth and recov ery of Jier 
property. 

^Mauy. Oh ! no ; it was “ to raisi* up the name 
of the dead upon Ids inheritanee. that the iiaim* 
of the dead he not cut idf from his brethren.'' 
Did this mean that lliith s chihlren wonbl be looKt'd 
upon as her late hnsband’^ ? • 

MuJ i. IiJ so f'itr ua i^unvcfUn^' to hi^ Jinjocnud 

property they certainly would ; and tliiv was t/ie 
vevY roasiui why u wicUe^l ancestor of l>oaz in- 
curred Dud's displeasure \3y v\ee\\mi\g xoiuvu ry Yo'* 
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n’i<lo\r. ;ic*< or<fini»’ to tlie Mosaic Ja\r; aiui 
why. hiiyiii^- with inoiioy that jiiii»*ht have Ihmmj 
thoirs, thu land of Klimolorli. which they could 
iii*v(T siiccood 1o — w'oiii.l liavt* ‘‘ marred tlu* iiilie* 
ritiiuce*’ of the first family of J{iith‘s nearest kins- 
man 

Jn what terms did the siirroandiii^' assemhlv 
j’atify and a|)|>n»vo the resolution of J$oaz ? 

Mauv. ‘‘ The Lord make tJie Avoman tliat is 
come iiitothiiio liouse like RacJiel, and lik(; Leah, 
Avhich two did biiihl the lious<* of Isracd ; and he 
thou famous in Beth-lelieiii.” 

Mama. Are you aware in how rcnnwkahle a 
manner (far beyond tlie limited views of its ori- 
ginal iitterers) this benediction was fulfilled in the 
family and seed of Ruth? 

Mauv. 1 see below, and you have told me, 
that her son Obed was grandfather to King La- 
vid ; that w oidd make liis family famous in 
Israel.’' 

M AAi A. Have I not also told you, that a greater 
than even David (who, though liis “ father accord- 
ing to the flesh,” was proud to call him “Lord/’) 
conh'rred by his birth there, immortal renown on 
Rclh-leh(*m Kphratfdi, “little among the thousands 
<»f Judah?’ And that, as Rachel and Lt'ah built 
up, by their progeny, the literal “ house of Israel, ’ 

(lid Ruth, through that illustrious “ seed,” in 
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wIioH' ' nil the* iiatHRis ot* tlio oarlir* Men* to 1 m* 
! ij»» {(» tlir rc^iiioto^t ^ciKM’alloiis the 
(lui of H jirist. tlu* friK* ]-rao! <u (Iiul I*’ If 
is fi ; l!:is < ir{ inijstan<-t‘ that tin* lii^ory oi'Kiitli 
<loi I ■ ill oar eyes it> |i\elii*^f iiifen*-! ; wad while 
res: . ](*r her. as \!ie aaee^tres- of J)avid, dic- 

ta? 1 .refill <‘inimeraf ion of iier <!eseei!da{it^ 
V '.'>iiich lire {xad; closes. iIm? Christian Im*- 
Iijie- in it, a valnahle lini; in ih<‘ yet more j>re- 
eions j^-enealo»v of Clnivf. It heen thon^ht 
liy many, (hat l»y t lie cM currt in e ainon^* the ilireet 
ancestry of onr Jiord, of two (ientih* wmneii, 
the faillii'nl I’aliab and dntifid Until — was dim- 
ly sliadowi d forth tiu' nni\ <‘rs.ility of that Ivini;- 
doni in whi<‘h “ there is no r<‘sj)eet oi* j/ersojis," 
and in whi« !i die ‘‘ wall of |>ar<idon” hetween 
Jew and (iieiijile was for (‘\er to he hrokmi 
down.” 

Mill W(* hav«* yet some afiecfiiiii- jiartit idars to 
»mti<-e reii'anliii'** that j»re<'i<ms ehild, whose far 
more illiistrions “.sen accordiiii^ to tile flesh, *’ I lie 
hystanders at Iiis birth nneon^cioii^ly celeln-ate^J. 
Little did they dream, when e.Nclaiminu to liie 
joyful mother of Unth, '* IMessed In* the JjonI 
which hath not left thee this day without a * /»V- 
ftvemer wdiose name shall lie fanionsf oi' tlie fnl- 
filmont of tliese words in the redenipt iim of man- 
kind by tin’ lineal descendant of I lin'd ! t >r, hnw* 
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«'iii{iliat i4‘iiliy “ lK*ft<T iiidcMM] than st*vcn sons,’" \v:in 
rlu! <lant!;-iiU'r, sclci ted as the ancestress of siuli 
an illiist lions “ mmhI !’* 

coniinin^- onr.^elves at jireseiit to tJie lite- 
ral sense of the s1ronj>^ ex|)ression — could any 
thint^ <‘xceed tin* g’ratifi(‘d aflec.lion and inulernal 
pride of Naomi, while foldintjf to her long* deso- 
latt* hosom the ofispriiif*; of Inn* beloved Jtiitli ? 
Well iiiij^ht she behold in this child of promise, 
the “ restor(‘r of her life, and nonrislnn* of ln*r 
old a, <[]*'<* ; ’ in whose sinih* she lived aj;;ain, and who, 
(nihler the tuition of such a pan‘rit as Ruth)n 
conh! not fail to (*inu!ate ln*r in dutiful tenderness 
to a i*randniothei's dediniiip^ years. 

Ami now, Mary, let us turn to Ruth herself, 
and ask, if it was not indeed ‘‘ w(*il with her,’' 
and if the “ rest'’ Naomi's solicitude soni»Iit for 
]n‘r, wa.s not indeed found? A lot of iinexpectt d 
ami nnexamjded jirospcrity was henceforth lier's ; 
ami her's, remeniher, for follow'uKj after and trust- 
///// iff the Lord ; for cleaving to, and fulfilling iier 
appointed line of duty. 

AhoutOrjiah and her fate we know and care no- 
thing. Mhe wasof those “ whoniiiidearthly things,’’ 
and are dead even while they yet live ; and her 
memory has perished in the unrecorded lidl of the 
idolaters among whom it was her choice to abide.’ 
if ever, in that not distant land, tidings of Ruth's 
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inorit<‘<l ricvatinii n‘a;*ln*(i luM’ — rnvv aiul fruitloss 
rvrii Ikm* \\<n-l<lly jtn liou, 
iiat lion i*ar iiion* ilittrrtMil Mill will In* tholr 
|il;o f .11 lla‘ wojM tiiat i-^ to t oinr ; \\ lion “inanv” 
(iis^*' !i y ‘‘^liall oaviM-oino from t li<* oa'^t amltlio 
aiiti tin* noi'tli ami -so.sili, to j'it «lo\\ii \\iil» 
Al>r.i’:aiii, anti ami .Jatoli, in tin* kii'^ilom 

of (JolI !" 
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M OR N I NO N 1 N ET E I :N TIL 

Lks'-on. — 1 Sainiic]- C^haplcjs i. and ii. 


Mahv, Minna, I am very i^lad we are to read 
the mIioIo liistory of Samuel ; I'or thouii^li J Jiave 
lonii^ know’ll about liiiii as a rliild. I don’t nniiein- 
ber him so w’ell as a Judj^e and Projdiet, find I be- 
lieve' In* was botli. 

jMaima. He wa> ; and it is elueii'y with a view to 
trace t<» its conclusion in his person, tiie p,ova‘rn- 
nu'iit by diviiK'ly ajipoint(*d Jndi^e's, of tin* (liil- 
dren of Jsrae*! -that J have included in our jne- 
sent course of n^ading', ])arl of the first of the 
tw’o books, of wdiich this eminent man Avas tin* 
avow’ed author. That lie also wrote that of Judges 
w’e have already mentioned as probable ; nor is it 
unlikely that f<n* tin* beautiful pathos and sim- 
plicity of the story of l{uth, w’o are also indebted 
to his pen; in those latter ycfU's of his life, when 
the divine seh*ctiou of the family of David, and 
his anointment by the hand of Samuel to the fu- 
ture sovereignty over God’s people, had elevated 
into public importance the history of his ancestry. 
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Mjul v of Iiis imiiiodiate forrfatlji'rs. TIip 

'•liuilaril V of htyl(‘ aiol siihjoci llii* h(M>lv 

uo liav • ji, r 'iiiishod, jiini liu* o;uii<‘r part ol* tliat, 
ois wlii ar<» oiilorii:***, taxoiir tli(‘ supposition 

Slsat tl: ■ • «iio‘ 'orvant of iUu] wlio Isas lionio in llic 
lal torli;,-* ; riluitoto tlio vis tao-'- of liis own j>ions 
pai't‘Ht, U..S liio rcooi\!» r in tiio fornior of'tlio kln- 
<iro(l and scMitiiinuifs of INitli. Ainl i^roat 

aro tiio ■ ' (ins of fVinaJt* nsniris td’tlif l>ifil<» 

to OIK*. \M(o iiiis icscntMl from oiilivion, and hold 
np for tlu'ir iiisf rnrlio!! and imifaiion, a daii<:'lilor 
and a luoflu'r to \^'Ilonl j^oiicrations y<*t imhorii 
may look for oxamjilo^ of filial and mat(‘nial duty. 

W’lio wastin' Inishand of tin' hit^hly favonn'd, 
liioii!;'li for a tiim* d< prossi'd and (h'sjiondini;- Ilan- 
naii ? 

Marv. a ina!i nainod l’]lkanah ; and (liki* hdi- 
nu'locli) ln‘ as an Kphratliito, wliirli nn*ans, J 
ihiiik; tiiat iio li\od in tiio ooniitry of Hotlilclnnn. 

Maim A. ; and tho i!;'onoalo»>y ln*r<* assi*»in‘d 

liini has sliewn ( from roinparison with othor parts 
of Scrijilnro) that Jio was of tin* tribe of Levi; 
a cimiinst alien whieli, thoii^h appari'iitly nnim- 
portanl, invested his eliild with tJial le^al (jualifi- 
eation for ministering hefon* the Lord, whieli 
was stddom, in tlie Old Testaimnit times, dis- 
pensed with. 

Mahv. The two wives of Kikanah were just 
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like Leah and Rachel. The one he lovt'd 
had no children, and the other “ j)rovoked her’ 
about it. 

Mama. Yes, i>fary 5 in both honsehohls. do- 
meslic discord and <liseouifort arose as usual, fWnu 
a pliiralily (»f wives ; and from the j)anialities 
perhaps insejharalde from human nature. But did 
pn^liJeetion for Hannah make hjlkanali niijiist or 
unkind to JViiiiinah and her family ? 

IVIary. Oh I no; he j^ave them all ^‘j)ortions 
but to Hannah he f^ave a ‘ worthy portion be- 
cause he loved her.^' 

M \MA. Are ycm awan* of what nature was (iic 
distribution liere noticed, and* which yon proba- 
bly suppose to relate to the worldly p»ods of 
Jjilkaiiab ; in wliieh latter case it mif»ht liave been 
unjust, as well as unequal? It was himjdy (like 
thv/oitr/h/fl mess*' sent by Joseph to liis darling 
B('iijamiu), a larp^er <dl(»tment of the share whieli 
every devout Ji*w‘s family when worsliippiiig- at 
Shiloh, reeeiv'ed haek for their own use from the 
animals offen'd hy him in sacrifice; and by libe- 
rality in whi< li (as the Avives <»f a household lived 
eaeli apart from the other), Klkanah testified, not- 
wi I list and lug her want of children, his supindor re- 
gard for 1 lanuah. 

Ill what tender and euiisolatory term> does he 
farther seek to reconcile her to a disappointment 
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whic* . ts u 'sir]nlK‘r of so pious a family, slip 
mnsl . { I. )\VM ami arkisowlodu'al toko '-from 
the J ^ [;■ 

M'J 1 faiiiiJili, liy " tlioii? ami wliy 
eatesT ll:, not, aiol why i'* liiN h(‘ar< i:riev<Ml r 
Am ii<o ' -I'ftei* to llo’p than ten sons r*' Mama 
this is ,t! lost the same ex|>r('SKi(ni a'^ J{ntli. I'ei:::^ 
l>ett(' ‘ s“ven sons" ti» Naomi ! 

M ^ .i!(l one ol‘ pernllar ti-n e in a< onniry 

ami tiro*' w hen t he pO''Ses>i<;n «*i‘ ehii ii ( ii ( •• smM'*’* 
es|!e<‘ialiv) was eNh'eim 1 ah<iv<‘ eveiy earthly 
liiesvine. ; ami wliere th'* al sen/e of them tcmhl 
ill;;}*, a*' in tin* <'i>e helon* ns» tlie m(>'-I en\ iahle 
human It t. Ihit mark the iiui\‘rimt*t‘ in < omlnet. 
liiuler tills ahlictiom between llamsah, the en- 
lij^liiened W’or«Hhip >• r t»l* tiie ti’iu* (iod. ami that 
K .eliel t<» whom yon lately eompared In r ; ami 
w im. (e\eM after her hm^- nnimi with the <le\onl 
•faroh), eonhl se<r<*le in her ami //ro/7 the 

imae'es’ of Inn* fatlicr’s hoii'^ehohl idolatry I 
“ (live me chlhlren or J die !" is the (|nernlons 
e\tlama;ion (d‘ the latter; addre'^^ed to that iellow' 
morlak who-e iiidii*iiant la'jdy of, Am J in 
(hnl’s stead > ' w.i'^ her felly's proper and merited 
r( !>nk(‘. Ih:t wliat, in similar** hilterin'^s of soni,’* 
wa*- tin* re'^oiiret* of llaiinali? 

Makv. Oil ! she prayed unto the Lord, and 
vowed a vow, ami promised if He would re- 
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nionibor Ium*,’' jukI p;ivo lior :i rliild. to dodirntr 
him to God all the* days of his lih*. And *• Ji<* 
razor was t(> coino upon his lioad.” AVoi'.hl tliat 
niak(* him strong-, liko Samson ? 

Ma MA. 1 thonp;ht Avo had iindorstood that tho 
hair of Samson had nothin!^ to do with Ids 
strenprth, fa!*tln*r tlian as its loss (»r ]U)ssossion d(‘- 
notod tho hreach or ronovval of his covonant wiiii 
God. It Mas to mark tho dedi(*ati(m to holi- 
iioss ' of li(*r iinhorii haho, that JJannah propos<‘d 
to make Iiim a “ Nazarito hefon^ tho Jjord.’ 
liavo yon cve^r considorod ho\v groat a saorifico 
th(» ovorfloM'iiig of a gratefnl hoart liort' dictatod 
to ono, <lostimMl, mo are sure, if over thor<‘ m as 
such, to h(» a doating parent? Lc^vitos in general 
Mere n(»t required to join the servieo of tin* tem- 
ple until 25 years of age, nor to eontiiiiu^ in it af- 
ter 50 ; hilt “ all the days of his life,” was Hannah 
eontent to resign the soeiety of her first, pmhajis 
her only son, in requital of the goodness Mhich 
should grant her a “ man-diild,” and ‘‘ take an ay 
her rejn-oaeh.” 

Tint to M'hat inisconstriietion did the passionate 
fervour of lier silent supplication expose lier, in 
tile opinion of Eli, the High Pric'st? 

]VIakv. 1 am almost ashamed to mention siie!i 
a thing of a M’oman: he thought she had drunk 
too much ! IJoM’ could this have hafipened in the 
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very tonij)i“ Ood. and in the time of a sohnnn 
<<acr! ’< < - 

i\L\ WA. /this I Alary, liio sliainoloss 
witlii^ llsi ■. I'cincts of tlio sand nary, of own 
profliii'a' s MIS, won’ ’ inaLi* iiini too easily siisj)!- 
(•i(Mis ot )tli<‘iNl And those* very family r«')>asts 
wliieh ■ a ha' <' I'lsewliero inentimied. as tei inina- 
tiiii^ ! “i’ ’»<• (*(*ri‘inoiiies, and ^iun^a l iiarartrr 

of soi hii clioorfnlness to the le^tixals ,»(' ihe .h‘\v^, 
were jierliaps hut too lia’ h* to ahn>es, t'nmi whirh 
ev(*ii tie* liord’s Snpjier, ainoiie* the <‘arly (’hris- 
tians, was, we learn with shame, not wliolly f ree. 
]»nt how firndy, thoni**h mildly, iloes Mamiali re- 
pel a eharu'i*, apjdieahle only, as ^he truly savs, to 
a (UivfihUr of BcJ'tal and wliieh it were nell if 
tin* unhappy wonu'ii who, in onr latti'r day^. dis- 
grare hy it hotli th(*ir s(*\ and profev^ion, would 
see in the same odious liirht I And how yladly 
does she depart, with a eonnteiiaiice no hm**a*r 
*• s.'id,” when the jirayer of her heart ha** h(‘eii 
ratified hy the jiowerful h<*nedj< tIon of the vene- 
rahle servant of (»otl ! And how fervent would 
he Jier ]»art in tliat early worship id* tin* i.ord.” 
with which the homewaid journey of the pious 
lioiis(‘hold was sanctified I 

Is fh(*re any thinjr that strikes yon as sinirnlar, 
in the way of contrast, between the rejoicin^i' wliieli 
soon took place at Raniah, on the hirtli of the infant 
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Saiiniol, and a widrly dlilV'rjnt;' sccik^ <»f licroavO' 
ineiil and d(*so]ation, prodirtrd to tako tlion 

in flio Old T<‘v1ani(*nt, and rt‘aliz(‘d in tin* X<*\v? 

IVI AiiY. [j<*t nn* think. f>ocs it not say. lihont 
tin* innrdor nt* tlio iiiiioconts by Jlorod, “ Jn Ka- 
inali was then* a voi<M‘ ln‘ard. Katdnd w<*<‘j»in‘i;' for 
lier rliildn'ii. and would not bo oonifoiiod b(*oauso 
tlioy an* not ?” But I thoiij^ht ihnj woro killed 
at Bothloin>ni. 

I\Ja:ma. Yon for^H the addition, “ and iji all 
the ransts ihcrmf^' wliioli ]»rohably in(‘liid(*d that 
one of the many Raniahs ineiitionecl in 8< nj»fnro, 
whu h was the rosidonoo of the Bothlohoinito Kl- 
kanah. 

/bit what was tin* name oonforrod on her ohild 
by the <loli;j'htod Hannah ? 

JM AiiY. S.iiiiuol ; what does that siji^nify ? 

]\/ama. Ask(*d of the Lord thereby ])erpe- 
tuatiii^ t/ie niomary of his hcinp^ ind(*ed the an- 
swej' to prayer ; an aekiiowh*dgnn*nt, we are led 
t« stHHHi.f. iiukU* Uy liis p:riitfful father, when, 
Tm ii hlitioii to hi. n<ual yearly saerifiei'), •< said 

he off. re<l to the 1-01(1 his “ VOW.” 

.\r UIV. I wonder, .Mama, that riaimah did m.l 
ui.h to fro loo, and thank (lod in his holy leii'I'I*'’ 
.•Old .Jioo- her child to ffood Kli- . 

.M.t.tM. Thill Mich would have hecn her iia '• 
nation, we cannot doiiht ; hiit you forffet the slen- 
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d(.*r fncilitlrs llu'ii iiflordcMi fjir woini'ii in joiii iinv- 
inj(, ami thn \vis«- |»nivisitiii in tln^ Ia^\ n\' Mu'.. *-, 
I)y vvJiicJn Avliiln llirir at f fMidaiirt^ at tlu* yarly 
fcsti vai< '.va*. |M‘nnith‘d and aj»j>ro\(‘d. it wa- iint, 
like ihat <>? tin* inah**^.” o|j!ii^alor\ . I>iit di.s- 
pniiM'il wit!' luMi innannlirnMi with ynimi;- i hil- 
drtni. fi was tnnii no (hdirinu y of’ zeal or liia- 
titinlo that Hannah tarriod in J(ainah. while othors 
Avont t. fo-nij) at .Shiloh. It wa> ofilv to tit, hy 
rarof’ti! ir:ir>in^‘, her holoxi'd Saninel for oai lv de- 
votion to iij^ (iod ; and to f’ortity her own heart 
for the oiH* jiaint’nl etl'ort wliirh A\as to tran>f’er 
liini f’or eAor from her arin> and ho^om, to the 
sainduary of tin* laird. 

JNIaky. Surely even wlnni “ weaned’’ he wonld 
lie too yinmf( to oo without Jii> jnother. 

Mam V. Xo donht lie Avas still vo, as i< ceqness- 
ly sa'ul in verse ’idth. lint the hahits of tlie 
extend, far lievond our i>wu, ttie |K*rioO oi imr-- 
inj;:; nor is it uncfninnon in southern eonntiies, 
for children still so iionrisheci, to he nnoiiiii»' about 
alone. That maternal tenderness w«»nld, in Sa- 
inuel's ease, jindoii'i;- to tin* uttermost the jdeasin^*- 
task, we 'iiay '''^*11 believe; hut wlien, at leni^^lh, 
it Avas eonijileted, <lo aao find Hannah sjuiukin^ 
from the fnlfilinent of the yet hi^-her dut y sin* had 
voluntarily hound herself t(» discharge r 

Mara\ No, she boldly took the dear ri'ild un 
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with her, “ to bring him to tlie Lord, in Shi- 
loh.'* 

Mama. And did this “ free-will oil'ering,*’ all 
pret-ious as it was, seem sufFH-ieiit in her eyes to 
supersede every oth<‘r? 

JVIauv. N(», no ; she took hesid(‘s, three Ixd- 
locks, and an ♦‘phah of flour, and a ht>ttle of wine.'* 
I suppose this last means a good quantity, in a 
large skin, doe^ it n(»t ? 

Majma. Fndiahly; from the liberality of the 
rest of the intended oflering. 

I5ut how ainjdy must she have been rei)aid, 
both for it and the y<‘t more <‘ostly sacrifiee she 
made in not withhohling her son, her only son, 
whom she loved, from the Lord” — mIkmi stand- 
ing before IJis altar, she eoidd say to his synijia- 
thizing ju’iest, As thy soul livetli, I am the wo- 
man tJiat stood l)y thee here, j)raying unto the 
J^(»rd. For this child J prayed, and the Lord 
hath giv<*n nu* my petition. Tluirefore also have 
I “ Zc///,” or (as it should rather be translated), 
“ returner him to tin* L<»rd.” 

Makv. iMania ! Is Sainiiel meant when it says, 

he w'orshipjied the Lord there?” Was he not 
too young to do so ? 

Mama. ICven were there any other person to 
whom the words could be applied, we should feel 
assured (from the deep piety of Hannah), that to 
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present and initiate her son as an infant worsliip- 
j)er in the sanctuary of Inn- God, would he Ikt care 
and ])ride hefore leaving; Shiloh. Gut as, very 
shortly iiftor her departure, In* is r(*presented as 
‘‘ ministering* before the Lord, clad in a Uncn 
ipliod^^ (<»r sac(irdotal garinent), we may 4;oiicliulo 
that, <?veTi when no long*er <Ieperidenl. on her for 
mere h(»dily nntriinent, she had retained her child 
till the spiritual nurtnns so pecitliaily a mother's 
j>rovince, had been in some <h‘gi ee administered, 
indeed, had his youthful mind not been pr(‘vion^ly 
imbued Jit home vvith the fear and love* «»f God, 
Hamncl could hardly have either imbibed or eln»- 
rished, amid tlie depravity of the houseliold of 
Kli, the purity of heart, and docility of disj)osi- 
tion, by whi<*h ho was recommended at so early 
an ag*e, to the special favour and revelali(nis of the 
Lord. Well would it be for all <'hildreii, if the 
nonrishmont derived from the maternal bosom 
were thus early blended with spiritual food ; and 
if the “ weaning” whitdi reluctantly divorces them 
frmn thence, were followed up by tbe yc^t more 
painful but necessary ellbrt, of denying them 
iwery iridulgeiice inconsistent w ith their welfan* 
and salvation ! 

Gut wc must hasten to the inspiriMl Song,” in 
which the thanksgivings of Hannah were poured 
r 2 
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out. before* the Lord. 1* tliert; any similar hymn 
ill Srrijiliire of wliitli it furribly reiniiids you ? 

Mafiv. (Hi ! it is almost the same as tliat of 
the liNitiuT ol‘ tlu! Saviour, “ ^ly soul 

shall magnify tiie Lord," iS.e. 

■Mama. Ves ; in oxiiUiiig gratitude for the 
goodness of (iod — in triumjdiant celebration of his 
mighty power and wond4‘rful works among- the 
children of m(‘n’* — these inspired (*ffusions breathe 
a truly kindred sjiirit. flat while a d(‘(‘p s(‘nse of 
personal humility (proportioned to the magnitude 
of tlie honour to be conferred on h(jr) specially 
charact(*riz(‘s tin* hymn of Mary, that (tf ilannah 
abounds in ])roplietie refeiauices, r.oi only to her 
own future' iertility, and the victorious character 
of h(*r son’s administration, but to the glory of 
that *• far greater” King, the anointed of the 
Lord,” whom she enjoys the honour of being the 
first distinctly t<> nann* ami point out. A trium- 
phant s('ed of the womair had indeed beem pro- 
niis(*d even to sinning Kve — and a “ jirophet like 
unto hinis(‘lf,” had IMoses jireilicted wouhl arise in 
due time among his brethren. I>u1 in his character 
of an anoiut(*d king,” no one had before Hannah 
been privileged to speak of ( 111 list; not merely 
(like Abraham) to see his day afar off and be 
glad,” but communicate tJie glad tidings to gene- 
rations unborn ; for to Messiah” is the hymn of 
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Uiitimili applied, oven ]>y the iii^r Jon> 

tlieinsoh <•>. Oui^ht not this distiiiction, Mary, 
fuiiror’od hy the Spirit of (rod on a pious females 
to oidiaiu o oiir value for that fervent piety vvliieli 
formeei her only qmiiitieation for the projdn>tie 
oifiet! : slioidd not the examples \rr have 

Jatedy re» ievv(*d of virtue in holy vvoim'ii (d’old, ’’ 
exeitc i ? us a lamiahle emulatiom am! a tear lest, 
ov(‘ii e hr.stlaiis, we should eojiie short*’ of so 
J(»fty a standard ? Ne» human acf'omjdisliments, 
let us rememher, fitted the f^leamn* of Moah t<» he 
ii ‘‘ uuethei* of princes in Israel cn* the wife 
of the Ikumhle Levite of Uainah to chdiver tlie 
“ oracles of God/’ Devotion to Jlis s(*rvice, re- 
sig-nation to his will, and gratitude for his hene- 
fits, constituted tln*ii as now (along* with the 

meek and <[uiet spirit” wliicli onglit ever to ac- 
company them) tln‘ chief i^lory and ornament of 
our sex. 

Maiiy. Mama, what does llaimah mean when 
she says her “horn” was (fxalted; and that God 
should “ exalt the horn of llis anointed ?*’ 

Mama. This very common Scripture phrase 
has derived much illustration from the singiklar 
custom discovered by nukderii travell(*rs still to 
prevail in Abyssinia, where many Jewish prac- 
tices are said to have been introduced by the in- 
tercourse of their famous Queen with Solomon. 
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(Jovt‘nu»rs of jnoviiitTS in that roiintry werofouini 
hy l>nK'C‘ to wear round the head a hroa<l fdlet, 
in t!ie centre of which ro^e a jiiece of silver f^ilt, 
ahont four inches lon^, not (tnly exactly reseinb- 
linj»\ hut called hy themselves a “ liorn,” and only 
worn in j>arades or rev iews after victory; tht‘re- 
hy eincidatiiii*- in a vvonderfid manner the phrase 
of “ exalting” or lifting up” the horn.” 

Blit we must hurry over the accounts given in 
the latter part of our reading, of the sliainefiilly 
rapacious conduct of tlie sons of poor old Eli. 
Not content with supei adding to the regular Mo> 
saic canon (vvliich provided amply out ol* the sacri- 
fices for tin* sup|K»rt of tlie priests) tlu^ most arbi- 
trary exactions, by which they disgusted and fdien- 
att'd the jieople from the service ol‘ (Jod — they de- 
nied Jlis very sanctuary with scandalous sins, for 
which they wen* in vain rejiroved by their too in- 
ilulgent and now infirm jiarent. By what fearful 
denunciation was he in Iiis turn rebuked, for the 
sin (unpardonable alike in a father and a jiriest) 
of honouring liis sons aliove his God?” 

IMauy. llis sons were to die young, both in 
one day, and tliey were to consume liis ey(*s, 
and grieve liis lieart ; and tlicre was not to b(* an 
old man in his house for ever.” 

MAJtLt. i\nd by wJiat other hiiJiiiiiating jiar- 
ticnlars (already predicted in these words of ilan- 
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nail, “ lie that is full shall hin* hiius('lt* for bread** 
— was tlie dei^radalioii of this “ rejected'’ family 
to be completed ? 

INIauy. “ Kvery one that is h*ft in thine house 
shall ioine and cron<*h for a nmrsel of br(*ad, and 
shall say ' l*ut me, I pray iliee, into one of the 
priest’s ofhces, that J may eat a j)i(*ce bnjad.’ ’ 

JMama. Y(‘s, Mary; such was the smitence of 
rejecti o an ! abandonment “ gone out from before 
tin* Loi'ii” against that most iniquitous of all (‘lassi's 
of offenders — sliameless jirofaiiers of the priest- 
hood ! To all such it holds out a tco’rible warn- 
ing ; nor can parents eonnivi* like hLli, at the wick- 
edness of their children, without expecting to par- 
take, in this world, of Eli’s grief and mortification, 
and in the world to come of the stings of that re- 
morse, which will eternally njibraid them with tho 
misery and ruin of their offspring. 
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Lesson. — 1 Samuel, Chapters iii. and iv, 

JVfAjMA. If we had oe(%‘isi(»n to acknowledf^o 
yesterday, with pious gratitude and humility, the 
lioiiour <*ouferred on our sex hy that j)roj)hetic 
view ol‘a future Saviour whi<'Ji re^varded the piety 
of llaiinali, we liav’^e in to-day’s readinp^ a still 
more aslouisJiin^ ]»ro<»f that the “ Jjord seeth not 
as man seelli;” and that in those sjnritiial thing’s 
esjiecrially which belong to Him, wisdom is not al- 
ways vouchsafed to men of understanding. While 
the investment of Samuel, almost in infancy, w’itli 
the otlice of a prophet and reprover of God's 
anoint (‘d jn iest, siidiciently testifies, that, in the 
choi<ai of his instruments, purity of h(*art and un- 
hesitating obedience can compensate the want of 
all more auihit’nms (piivliticiitions ; young people 
may draw from the early piety and docility thus 
signally distinguished, both the brightest example 
and highest encouragement. Christian children 
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will, it is true, neither expert to l)t* fn vonred (in 
those times of iieneral illmiiination) with a >]»e( ial 
revelation from Heaven; nor will tJiey arro^alc t(> 
tliems(d\es tin* eliararter, so long- modestly <le- 
clined, and at hnigtli so ndiietantly assumed hy 
SiimiK‘1, of a reprover of rhlei* persons. Thit. 
Aljiry, many are the silent rails of (iod's Holy 
Spirit, to wliirli, fnnn the depths of a j>ionh lieart, 
they n*; y daily answer, “ Speak, Janxl, fur thy 
servant heareth and many are the or<*asi(»ns on 
which the youngest annnig them may tacitly re- 
prove, hy their own steailiness in the right path, 
the follies or vires of their yonthfnl associates. 
And let those who (lik<* Samuel) have enjoyed 
the iiic'stimahle henefitof a mother’s teaching ami 
a mother’s pravers, rememher that if he wonld 
have been p<‘cnliarly iiiipardonahh* had he tnrned 
a deaf ear to the re]>eated snmnjons of (io<l — no 
less unpardonable will tln'y be, if, “ refusing the 
voice that now speaketh to them from heaven,” 
they grow nji partakers in the sins, and sharers 
in the doom, of the profligat<? or tlui careless. 

By what circumstance was the ]>ropli<'tiv«* liononr 
conferred on Samuel, in the beginning of our chap- 
ter, peculiarly enhanced ? 

Mary. Jiy the scarcity of God’s word in those 
days. It says “ tiu're was no open vision” — what 
does that mean ? 
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jMama. Tlmt siiK C tlie one vouchsafed to Ma- 
noah seventy years before, we read of no visible 
manifest alio II of the presence of Jehovah amonpf 
the children of Jsra«‘l ; while, to the abs(*nce of 
such anioiii*- a ^<»r(]ss and carnal peoph', may per- 
haps in part b(* traced that dejj^oneracy of the 
very servants of the altar, of which the continued 
silence of an ofiendecl (Jod was the just ])iuiish- 
ment. 

II ow was the long; silen<‘e at length awfully 
broken r 

^Iaiiv. Cy (Jod calling to Samuel when he 
was lying a^le(‘p in the tenijde. I thought there 
was no t(*inj)le till long after this time. 

]\Iama. You are right, the tabernacle is here 
meant, hich (especially from the time of its be- 
ing perinanenlly erected at Shiloh) is frequently 
thus called in Scripture. 

ISIahy. lint though yon explained to me ('when 
reading about litlh* King J<»ash being brought up 
ill llie temple) that there were houses within it 
for the priests’ famili<‘s, I don’t quite kiiOAV how’’ 
the taberiiach*, wdiich you told me was only a large 
tent, came to be slept in by Eli and Samuel ? 

Mama. Though constructed on the principle 
of a tent, for the convenience of frequent reinov’’als 
in the wilderness, the tabernacle comprised, be- 
sides its grand divisions of outer sanctuary’* and 
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holy of holies,” various eoiirts, within avIioso pro- 
<*iiu!ts SiKTihee was offered, and wliii li afforded 
lodging;’ to tin* iminodiate iiiiiiist(*rs of the altar, 
amono whom we have seen Sannnd was now ex- 
press! y enrolh'd. 

There is something very heantiful, as well as 
deeply irstruetive, in th:is viewinjj: lli(‘ old atce of 
Eli, and the childhood of Sanmel, alike rt'iiosinij^ un- 
der the !‘hadew of llie same sacn d walls, and the 
protection of tliat (iiod, whose A^oice the (me Avas 
ahoiit, for the first time. A\illi pious awe to Jiear, 
and Avliose jud«»anents the otin*!* was ere lonp^, 
for the last time, Avith pious resii^nation, to liaA^e 
announced to him. 

Whose call did Samuel tAvo several times in 
dutiful alficrity fly to answer ? 

Mary. Eli’s ; Avhicli aa jis Y(‘ry natural, for a 
child could never ihiidi (irod \Aould sjieak to 1dm, 

Mama. But all children may l(*arn from the 
example of Samuel, Iioav acce])tah[e t(» God is that 
readiness of tilial ohedionce AAdiich he manifested 
towards one who stood to liiin in tin* place of an 
earthly parent. How different fi om the cold re- 
luctant assent yielded to parental commands by 
hundreds, like the careless son in the NeAv Testa- 
ment, who said, I j^o, sir, and went not * — is the 
starting- up from the sweet sleep of youth and 
health of Saniind ; his repeated and anxious as- 
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suraiiros of ‘‘ I am, for thou (fidst rail me ; ’ 

his mortifiration at beinpr denied, as he thou^lit, 
the privilejj^c* of serving* jiiid jdeasing his aged 
ben ('far lor ! This, this it was which the Lord ap- 
proved in Samuel, and which fitted him (when at 
hmg’lh made aware of the hig^Jier nature of the 
ohedienre to which he was ealh*(l) to sacrifice, 
however reluctantly, his arniahh' feeliiigfs towards 
an earthly friend, t(» Jiisdiity to a Heav'enly Master. 

JTow <Iid he, instnicl(‘d by the riper experience 
of Eli, now answer the Divine summons? 

iSlAHY. “ S])eak, Lord ! for thy servant hear- 
eth.” Mama, he must have been dreadfidly afraid 
when he kii(‘w at Jeiig-th that it was God liims(df 
who railed to him. 

Mama. Aw<‘d, imleed, must so young* a crea- 
tur(‘ have felt, (‘specJally when we consider the 
terrihle nafiin* of tlie coniiniinication poured into 
his ‘‘tingling <»ar I” l>iit for himself, it docs 
not a])i)ear that this iiestiiiig, brought up in the 
“ courts of God's house,’’ indulged in any idle ap- 
proliriis'nms. His only fear w'as for tlie effect of 
hjs tidings (HI tlt(‘ eiifee/»h‘d franu* and hnrussed 
feelings of the aged Eli. Had he shewn the 
sanu* M'iliiiigness (o hurt and disln*ss, as he had 
lately <Iom* to serve ari<l pl<»ase his tdd friend, we 
should have been disposed to hate instead of lov- 
ing him. 



M O UNI N 0 r EN T 1 ET 1 1 . 


24:3 


What was the nature ol tiu* (Jooni pronoinuMNl 
on Kli ? 

iVlAKy. TTis house was to hi^ jmljred, and 
made an end of,’’ and its inirjuily was “ not to Ikj 
]) urtred with sacrifie or ollVn-ijifi;-, for ever.” 

JN'IajMA. And wliy was this denunciation made 
so fearfully irrevocable ? 

ATak^'. For tli<» in (|uily Avhich h]li A-m/r of 
— heca.i e his sons made themselves vile, and 
he rcatrnined ihcm noV' 

AIaivia. Yes, AFary ; the mo^t improssivt* les- 
sen! ever read in Scripture to thon,‘;htless parents, 
resides in these awful words. Jlad J^^li enforced, 
hy wholesome restraint, the exami)le of viitm* he 
contented himself wdth settiii**^ before his childi’en, 
not only would the commission of the eiionnili(»s 
V)y winch they ptdluted (iod's ultav, and provoked 
His vengeance, have been rendered impossible, but 
the v'ery seeds of vice to which thesis owed their 
origin would have Ifvvn curly stifled ; mid in nil 
probability, instead of being a “ rt*proach and a 
byword,” beggars and snp\diants for a \>iece of 
bread,” the family of Kii, (like that of )iis faiiJi- 
ful successor), w ould “ not have wantt‘d a man 
to stand before the Lord” as long as a kingdom 
and temple exist c»d in Israel ! And if it is heart- 
rending to a parent to have to answ er, and justly, 
for the temporal ruin of his childr<*n — who shall 



24A 


MORNINGS AVITH MAMA. 


even g-uess af tin* bitterness of the remorse of 
those M’lro liave lie]pe<l to rob their injured off- 
sprine^ ol’ llu‘ir place in that world where they 
wore oalIt‘(l to bo “ pri(*sts and king’s before Ood 
for over." 

Ifrnv M as tln^ amiable rolnctanoe of Sainnel to 
afflict KVi M’ith evil tidiji^s at length over- 

oome ? 

Mary. Eli first spoke to him kindly, and called 
him my son and lluai ordered him not to hide 
any thing from him of what the Lord had said. 
It M'onld not have laam like Samuel to refuse then. 

Mama. IVo; the very same dutiful spirit Mdiicli 
at first made hijn silent, dictated obedience now; 
es|)ecially wIumi enforced in the name of that God 
>vlio had so recently enrolh'd him in liis own im- 
mediate service. Did this kind and affectionate 
child now soften (»r k(»ep hack any part of the 
Divine deimnciatioii ? 

Marv. No, no; he would not have dared; 
for he* must have; known that G(»d could read the 
heart, and n as the host judge of 11 is own message. 

M.\m Il would he well if all, who at riper 
years, and nilli more matured exjiernmcc, have 
undertaken tc» deliver its sacred tenor, were equal- 
ly careful to jireserve it umululferated ; and Mi)uld 
rememher the w'ord of an inspired Apostle, “ Woe 
is laid on me if I preach not the Gospel.” 
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lijit vro ln5l'^t roliini to tlie orroct of Sainn(‘rs 
faitidol tt‘stiiiiony on tin* a«<Ml Kli. In wliat 
s|»irit did no rocoivc tlio in<‘ril(‘d cliastoniiifr ol‘ tlio 
Jjord ? 

Mary. Ono rasimd. Indp Ix'inj;' vory sorry for 
liiin, lio Avas so iitik! aiul resigiUMl. I did not 
kiioAY it was hts sayini;' <r;i‘ so ofton hoars (jnotod 
hy ])ioii' j)L*oido in iiffiirfioii — “ it is th(‘ Lord, 
let him uo Miiat seeni^dii I Jim jj;‘ood.” 

A!ai\ia. Yes; and this t‘Xpr»‘sslon of iiiiinhlo 
nvsignation is so much the more affecting*, hecaiiso 
(as Ave sliall shortly see), it did not j)roc(‘(‘d from 
feelings hlinited hy age, hnt simjdy from a d(*ep 
s(mso of error in himself, and ae<|niescence in the 
just judgment of (Jcui. 

.I>iit, hefcu’e j)r<K*eediiig to the melariclioly catas- 
trophe of the next chapter, what distinction do 
we find iiAAniiting the early piety, and fearless ohe- 
dieiicAj of Samuel ? 

Mary. ‘‘Jle grcwy nnd the Lord nviif with 
him ; and nil Israel, from Dan to lieerslu’lni, 
knoAV that Samuel aaus estahlished to he a pro- 
pliet of the JiOrd.” Mama, this was a great limiour 
for so young a hoy ! 

Mama. It AA^as, indeed, Mary I and if (as I 
before remarked) oiir reading yesterday led ns to 
speak of women highly favoured of the Lord, ” 
similar honour is to-day reflected on tin* young, 



*J fC 


M -CMNCis AN n 11 M \ M \ 


h\ tllf r»‘Vi‘l;it .MM of \]\r *• W’orJ of <»o«i' to |||,- 
oImM S.nMin-l i'.i '^hiioh. Ilijt ii' wo. at tliU 

tli>t .iiM'M «*i' Noar-. c an ‘^n inj»atlii'r in tin* ^l(n'ioi'v 
inrl lioi. wli.ii n»n-l h.ivr Ihtii tin* i'xnlt'nnr 
t»t‘ tin* pinn^ H.uiimiIk n\ lion porinillMd 
MM? tilt* via* !.a 1 tlovt»t(Ml to llio ^crvict* of (JoJ. 
tlio (1( ja«-iiai\' of lii" will; and in^^toad t*f 

an ob'^t iin* Loviic of Itainali, an ol»jiM*t of roNc- 
rontial tjlj-fi N ant i* to t!io many thousands ot 
Nrarl !" So oltoii tlo '^afrihct^N math? to a seiiso of 
doty tlnd. ommi in this world, their “ ex<M‘udiiig 
frreat reward ! ’ 

iJut Nvo iiiiist hasten to the far different and 
more limniliatinir seenes recorded in our second 
ehiijiter. A^'ainst wlmiii do we find the Israelites 
’* g’oitiir out to hatiU*?'* 

.Mnhn. 'i1n* l*hiH-tine<. Mama; and they must 
Mireiv Inai* L'one withmit askint»' Samuel, for they 
N\t*n* iMist*ral»lv ‘* sniilleii helina* them.” 

M NAi \. Ves, Nve may he assiiretl of this oitiis- 
sion ( imjiartlonahle now, when a prophet had 
a^ain heeii voneh*»ai*ed them) by tin* circuiiistaiice 
«d’ their madly takiii^^ upon them to remove the 
ark ti-oni Shiloh ; a profanation of wliich Samuel, 
vomit; a.s he was, could have testified the folly as 
well as sinfidness. 

iMauv. I bnp]>ose they did it because Joshua 
made the ark bo carried round .lericho ; but then 
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trotl coiHiiiiiLiclod it, and now tlioy iiad no 
to nio\. i. frojn tiie placo wliero ![<* liad cln»sc*ii 
it to !t did lln^ni no rood, li(nv«*vt*r, ox- 

o(‘j>t fVipi' 'i-.iiii’ tho j’^'listincs. 

No a!id like all other unauthorized 
inva^iioi. .. tno prerogative of (jod, it occa- 
sion (l>v' the failure of a mere Innnan ('xp('dienl, 
<Ievised hy rashness and presnniption) for liis 
enemies to hlaspheine.” It mi£*]it he natural 
for tJtcni (witli their childisli jm^aii notions of tu- 
telary and local deities,) to d(‘spair of success, 
?ioiv that the God of Israel” was cowe into the 
opposite camp. But for those who knew (ov 
might have known) that lie “ whom the heaven 
of heavens cannot contain,” M'as bc'st invoked in 
tin; “ place; lie had chosen to put Mis name there;” 
it was a just piinishinent t(» fiinl that iJis insulted 
Glory was content, by a momentary eclipse in the 
eyes of ignorant lu'atliens, to vindicate; its(4f from 
the affront oflered hy liis own prt‘tended wor- 
shippers. 

What was the dreadful Idow inflicted for this 
purpose on the national pride, and mistaken “ will 
worship” of the Israelites ? 

Mary. “ The ark of God was faJwn /” Mama, 
I wonder He could siUow this ! 

Mama. And I should liave wondered how it 
could be otherwise, consistently wdth that Ma- 
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\vlii< li.{ l»y <lr;i!iirinir. .M'' it \v r<*, llu* Alinisj^iily 

into tin* tlrM). lli(‘ poopli' iind inijtioiNl v ^tiivrn t(» 
jjli'dtio to tlu'ir <*n’<*r|>riz<*. Hottor 

wa-^ if in Ili^ ryo'^, tlmt an ** inii ircnnniscfl [*!n- 
li>finr" **IioiiI(i I'lijoy a toinjanai v trinnn*li. than 
that. oinlnihitMU'd l»y •^inaa'NS. lli.s «*h<»>on j»(‘o|»hf 
•'iionhl havr rontintird to inako tlio ark of tiio 
L(»r<l ^nl^^^‘r^ iont ft» thrir iiidiall(*\vod rapriers. 

lint on whicli of* tho ti'iiilty oopartiiors in tlio 
iu { «d‘ varril«‘i:<‘. do wo find s]n‘oiaI voni»'oan('(‘ fo 
havo iallon r 

M A!t^. On Ili»jdini ami l^liimats, Kii’s s(m»s, 
who \w‘ro alontr with the ark in tho camp; and 
nho onulit to havo known In'tlor, and stai<I at 
Shihdi. 

M.\m Ainl on whom rested, in all jwolaihi- 
litv* file oliiof ”:nilf of’ hein^’ access(»ry to its re- 
moval ; as the inteiisi* anxit'ty for its fate, of their 
aged powerless j»ar<*nf sntlicimilly lesfifi<‘(l his re- 
Im tanl coinplian<*e. For whom were his misgiv- 
ings awakened, on first lioaring tin* cry of distress 
that arose on the arrival of the messenger of 
mourning ? Was it for his indulged and too dearly 
beloved sons ? 

Mauy. Oh ! no ; it was for the ark of God. 
And Avhen he heard it was taken, the poor old 
man, of ninety-eight, fell off his scat backward 
and died ! 
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M \MA. \ tvs, under the iiiMuericc of that 

dei‘|>(‘.s| (d ;ill r(‘nio:M* ^vliirh can visit tJio {)ious 
luisoni ; when lie h(‘hold not <in]y tin* wclhire of 
his own family, hut the lionoiir (fl‘ tliat ark of 
(!o(I, «*ntrnvt,(‘(l to his s]>ccial ministry, ciuiang-cred 
hy the eifccts of Ills own criminal <<ninivance. 
A\"ithoiit the jnnst ij^rievons dereliction of Iiis duty 
as a ]»arent, and a Ili^li iViest, his sons could 
never liave carried so far their iism jxd mitliority 
as to jdace in je(H)ardy the ‘‘ ora(*J(‘s of God.” 
Nor would lie, for aught less tlian the signal 
chastiseunnit of all concerned, have sulfered, even 
for a inomont, the heathen to triunii)h, and the 
ark of His T<‘stiniony’’ to fall into their hands. 
No wonder that so awful and unheard of a inis- 
fortmio swallowed up, ev4*n in the heart of a 
parent, the Joss of his two sons! 

But what were its elfects on one whom their 
decease must have touched ytJt more nearly and 
tenderly ? 

Mary. It made the wife of Phineas, when she 
was dying, call her son Ichahod,” because the 
glory was “ departed) from Israel and even she 
seems to have thought much more of tlie taking 
of the ark, than of the deaths of her husband and 
father-in-law. 

Mama. Yes, to a dying woman these events 
would appear in their true dimensions and real 
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r<»l(nir<. Nor < rvt'ii !ln‘ of a l>y 

whicii t]i(‘ los^ <»f hiv fatlior lu* c*om|n‘a>it{«ML 

slic<l a ray j<‘y (ivor a dratlilu'o, hy 

tlu* knoNvl('<lp* that tlio (iod tf» wliosc scr\ iro lii'* 
birth woiihl itatiirally iiavo tlovotod him, had hocMi 
alii*nat<‘d from Mis ]K>o[di‘ l»y liis paiviits’ frcarh- 
rry and niisc*ondm‘t. And lot us c-loso tliis hnmi- 
Hat inti;- ro<-ord of Israel's disi*Tar<‘ and disronifitnn*, 
by an instructive review of th(‘ train of misfor- 
tunes attrihutab1(> to tlie weak infatuation of Eli. 

First, the disgust and alienaticni o»‘easioned 
amonp^ (rod’s jK'ojde by the tyranny and profli- 
gacy of his sons ; the weight of pt'rsonal guilt in- 
curred by these inisgifnled youths tlnnnselves; the 
transfer of the jn-iesthood from their vae>e to an- 
other family ; the betraying of the ark by their 
connivance into the hands of the IMiilistines; their 
own untimely and merited <leaths; and the shock 
which snappi^d in so cruel a manner tlui fragile 
thread of their old fatlier’s existence*, and the ten- 
der ties wliich bound to life the wife of their 
bosom. All these disastrous couse(pienc(»s may 
be distiiictly traced to the tmlpable negligence of 
Eli ; and let none by whom the fatal train is 
followed u|), hesitate to subscribe to the advice of 
the “ wise ninii/' “ (^lasteii thy son while there? is 
Jiope, and l(‘t not thy soul spare for his crying ; 
for a foolish son is a grief to his father, and bit- 
t(‘rness to her that hare him.” 



( 251 > 


MOirMNG TWEN'TV FIRST. 

I.K^sjjN— 1 Sai'nicI, (Mj;i]ilcrs V. inul \i. 

jVlAiM \. T tliiiili, Mnrv, lliat (L(‘ iiirinoralih^ 
i‘lijij)k'rs AVf* liave just road must liav(‘ ^(Hioiarto 
romcivtj llio not iiiiuatura] sin*j>nso and ooiioorii 
vou o\pros.s(*d yost onlay on tlio ark of tli<‘ Jjord 
iioiiii:;- sidforod tt> fall into tlio hands of tin* Phi- 
listiiios. If, inij)ros.sii]p;- tliose proud idolators w itli 
lofty ooiio(*ptions of tin* jjowor of tho (»od tio'v 
liahitiially doti<Ml, had boon (as wc‘ saw it was not) 
tJi(* solo ohjoct of tho nioinontary triumph aoFord- 
od thoin, w(* should now Inivo lu'oonu* oonvincod 
that it was ln*tt<'r attainod hy that triiiniidi than 
l»y iho most si^^nal victory of tho Israolitos ; so 
that, had tho ])unishmont of tho hit tor hoiui wholly 
out of tin* cpiostion, tho viiidioatipn of Johovuh’s 
honour was olfoctually soniroil. 

It is ]>rohalde that tho ijj^norant hoathons, w hoso 
jianio at tho arrival of tho ark in tho camp of Is- 
rael arose fi’oiii sfnne .supt*rstitious h(*Iiof in its 
1‘llicaov :js a oliarin or symbol — hoped, by its ca])- 



252 


MORNINGS WITH MA>l \. 


tiire and transfi’rein-t* to tlicmsolvos. to onsniv Ihr 
very benefits it luid failed to eoiifer <ui tlodr ein'- 
niie> : ju*^t a> the foolisli of Israol (<»f wlii.iii 

we onee rt'jul ) inijxn-ted and M‘t ii|) thoso vrr\ 
g’(ul> of f>ania‘'t*ii> wlio had heeii povv^•^le^■N to <h‘- 
liver their owii w(irvhi|»]»e!v from his viclorioii'v 
arms. 'I'liere is nothing* loo stin>i<l or ahsiird to 
1)4' iVec'ly a.'imiited hy tho^e whox^ imderslamliiii;' 
lias (Mice hei'ii iM’fMiL'iit to S4‘ek saietv and |»rol**c- 
tion from steaks and stones ; and so l‘ar fnnn Anm- 
dt'i’int*', as manv «Io, at th(' ineoiisist(‘nei(‘s ol idol- 
aters, that word alom' seems an <‘j)itome of all 
tlie lolly and ’)i‘rv(‘]>iun of whie h the linmaii mind 
is cajialde. 

^^dlat proof does the narrative afford that the 
rapture' of the ark (the siipposi'd tutelary deity of 
the Isra»‘lites) did not jn*<‘vent the coiupierors 
from still r('i^ardin”* it as an ohj(;e.t of fear and 
worship ? 

Marv. They jnit it into llie very Iioiiso of 
Dagon, and set it iij» beside* bini. AVliat an insult 
to tlie true Ge»d ! 

IVTama. Yes, in reality; but not thus intend- 
ed, by those who were too Idind to discern the 
difference. Do a’^oii know any particulars clia- 
racteristier of ibis Philistine idol ? 

Mary. No. 

Mama. Its name signifies a “ fish.” which 
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(with n huTiiuii hoad and sluiulders) its lowor parts 
n»s(»M .>h I ; a form [»rohahIy adoj)tc*d for thoir id(»l 
by a ' larithiu; pooplo, from somo superstition, m»t 
yof ti In ly rradicatod, about mormon, or siipor- 
iiatm al half-fish lialf-man. But is tliis tin* 

first tino’ that Daikon and ins worship have conn* 
iindoi nrnotico? 

1\Iau\\ No, no: one would think Samjisoirs 
pulli . I<«wn his toinplo in tin* streiif*ih of the 
(tOu I tin* dews would have made the Philistines 
afraid enoup!‘h <d' Him ! 

JMama. True; and it was not superstitious 
of the Ood of Israel in whioJi they were now 
defichnit; but that rational disoernm(*nt of the 
(hv'ator of the universe from tin* ineain*st work- 
manship of their own hands, whioh, at this dark 
period, the nn»st signal judgments faihul to eom- 
munieate to tin* benighted mind of man. Did the 
])r(»st rfite and mutilated (Muiditioii of tln*ir national 
deity at all o]»eii their <*yesto the tremendous dif- 
fer (*fi re ? 

IVIaiiy. No, they first tried to set Dagon u]) 
again ; an<l when all broken to pieces, insti^ad of 
throwing the useless bits aAvay, they only left ofi* 
going across the threshold on which In* had fall(*n. 
Why so ? 

Mama. Because, with inconceivable stupidity, 
they seem to have considered the tlireshold hal- 

Y 
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lowed l>y very liinniliation of tlieir pros^tral* 
divinity; and ^o pertinaciously did they adhere to 
this childish iiotioin that a pro]>het of Israt*! (ceii- 
furies after) desi»'nat<‘< the worshipjXM’v of Daa'oii 
hy tin* title <»f ‘-tlio^i* that leap on the thrc'^hold. ' 

15ut was Jehovah content willi a inortiticalion 
which their hesotteil inind< forbade tlieni to com- 
prehend ? 

Mahv. No ; *• Ilis hand was heavy njani llicjn 
of Ashd(»d, ami In* 4lestroyod them and smote them, 
witlj enn*rods, (*veu Asinlodand the rtKtsfs ther(*<d‘." 

Mama. This last expression confirms >vhat we 
said of its heini*- a iiiaritiiin* district. Ashdod 
(calh'd in the N<*w Testament Azotiis) was a port 
between Ga/ai and Joppa. What tlie precise* dis- 
eas<i was with which God afflicted its inhabitants, 
learned men have not dis<-ov<n'ed ; but it must 
have been grievous, from their anxi(*ty to pcet rid 
of the ark, its ackriowh*dp:ed cause. 

Majev. Jf they knew it was the ark that brought 
all tin? harm upon them, why did they not pray to 
the God it belouf^ed to, to cure them? or send if 
home at once? 

Mama. Just because ratioiiiil conduct is (as 
we before remarked), nowhere found in fcllowshij) 
with gross idolatry. Those Philistines who could 
unhesitatingly exalt the God of even the van- 
(j[iiishcd Israelites into <^quality with Dagon, had 
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not souse ( when the feIlowshi)> was indif^iiaiitl v 
s|>nnu*(i and tlie idol aiinilidatcd) to transfer to 
tlie ' lelorions (rod of the Hebrews, their hoina^^e 
ano fli ir hearts; and, even when smartin'^ under 
If' « uiiiuiK'd indignation, contented themselves 
wnl. si iriing- the eril from city to city, instead 
of avei ; .ig it ])y penitence and submission. Wei 
it not t hat the (‘xpedients ilaily resorted to amoitir 
OUT'- ‘i\es to esc.'ijie the pniiisIinKUit of sin witiioiit 
tni t : • once to the sole fountain ojiened” for 
its cure, jiartook of tlic same, or worse inconsis- 
tency — we ini^ht Jiavc a better riglit to wond(*r at 
the iblly imiiiifested liy tlie sufterm-s of Ashdod. 

WJiat was tlie residt of the removal of the ark 
to (hltll ? 

JXrAUY. Oil I the stmie, as mi^dit have been 
(‘xiiected. The hand of the Lord wtis .against 
the city with a v(*ry great destruction.’' IS'O won- 
di*r the people of Ekron cried out (wlien it c.,ame 
t<» (liern in'xt), th.at they had brought the Jirk of 
the (rod of Israel, ‘‘ to slay them and their jK‘oph‘!” 

Mama. Strange! that it never oi^curred to any 
on(‘ that it might be converted by jirayer and sub- 
mission into an instrument of healing and safety ! 
There is something to us very striking in seeing 
the visible symbol of the power of the God of 
Heaven and Earth, thus liunted from place to 
jilace, like an “ accursed thing bringing death 
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ai».i iiivtrail ol’ • lii*aliii«r initlcr iis 

<ii(i ii not n*iiiiinl ns nl’ fin* awful, nay wr 
iniLrht, alas) ainnvst say iiatrfiil iin<It*r wliicli 

(io<l is i»l>stinatfly viewrd \v!io (n*f^;ar(l- 

ing Iiiin as an oiiriny), still say, Wo will not 
have tlio L<inl to n‘igii ovor ns.” 

A\ hat natural (Intcrniiiiatinii did the universal 
calamity ureasinned in the land by the presence of 
the ark, at lengili lead to ? 

Marv. What they ought to have done at 
first — to semi it away to its own place. 

Mama. I1o>v long had it remained a “ terror 
to the evil doers” of that most deeply corrupted 
of lieuthcn lands.? 

Mary. Seven months; till all the people had 
either died or been very ill. I am sure they 
needed no j)ricsts or diviners to teach them to get 
rid of it. 

Mama. No ; hut thay sent for such to instruct 
them liow to dismiss it acceptably ; one slight 
symptom <)f the salutary and humbling effects of 
contiiiiuKl athiction. They never thought, till 
now, of j)r(»pitiating the <»ffended (loci of the 
Israelites, How was this to lx* done? 

Mary. Even the* h<*utheii priests advised tlicnn 
to send a trcispass-oiferiiig, “ that they might he* 
healed, and his hand removed.” This was siirc'ly 
ackiiowlc*dging llis power at least. 
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Mawa. Yes, as a rival, and for tlio })res(*iit 
ooiiquoring <lc?ity ; hut with no conversion of the 
niiderstaiidi]i|i^ to IJis supremacy, or of tlie hoarl 
to Jlis service. Thus do the “ devils believe and 
tremble and careless professing* Christians ba- 
nish the God they cannot altogether deny. lint 
what singular oftering did slavish fear suggest to 
the humbled lords of the Philistines ? 

Mary. A very strange one I golden images of 
the emerods,’^ (whatever they were), that had 
killed so many of them ; and “ golden mice.” 
VYhat could the meaning of either be ? 

Mama. Strange as the former part of the 
transaction may aj)pear to you, it was not only 
customary among the ancients to dedicate in their 
tem]jh?s symbols of any diseases or d(diveranc*‘s 
they had experienced, but Catholic churcln^s are 
hung round to this day with votive ofterings, re- 
presenting fretpicntly diseased limbs, supposed t<» 
have l>eeii miraculously restored to soundness ; 
while, in sea-port towns, models of ships in silver, 
or other materials, are suspended in gratitude for 
es(ja])e from sliipwreck. 

As for the “ mice,” besides approprifitely <h*- 
jioting the numbers in which we arc told they had 
marred tin* land, and consumed its fruits,” they 
had (as we loam from heathen aiitliors), a ])ecnliar 
sanctity ascrilnnl to them for “ lustration,” oi 
cleansing. n 2 
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Maisy. i sliall novel* wonder at this again, 
now yon Imve made it all so eh'ar ; hut 1 never 
ran eeaso wondering’ that ihe I^hilistine priests 
slnmld talk so sensihly to their etmntrymen about 
not hardening llieir hearts like Pharaoh,'* and re- 
nieinhering all Cod had done t(> Ittm^ and yet re- 
main idolati‘rs all the time themselves ! 

AJama. (rod i'orhid you should cease to won- 
der, Alary, at the fearful want of connexion still 
<*xisling in llie human mind hetween apparent re- 
ligious lvm»wlcdg«^ and real practical religion. 
Alaiiy can talk scri])tiinilly with their lips, nay 
strenuously advise others to “ give' glory unto the 
(mkI of Israel," wliile their own hearts remain as 
far iV<im him as those of the unconverted folio w- 
t‘rs of Dagon. 

But what singular mode <lid these soothsaym-s 
suggest lor removing tlie doubts which yet lin- 
gered in their minds, as to llu* miraculous agency 
of the God they had been “ honouring with their 
lips ?'* 

AIauv. It* the two milch cows whicli had never 
drawn a cart h(dV»n', and had tluur calves slint n]i 
at home, vvmit ha<‘k to them (as was <(nite natural), 
insU ad of going straight to Heth-sUeinesh, then 
they were to know it was “ not God who smolt‘ 
them, hnt all a chance that happened nnf(» lliem.’’ 
MiiinUy ihry might have known tliere w as no such 
;i c/iamv* 7> fhr wo IL 
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Mama. Im* thankful tliat you know it, aiul still 
inon^ >o, tliat it is ii (jtocI of i*Tnco aiui niorcy, on 
wlioin <l<<jKwi(l the niiiiiitost as well as ruosi ino- 
iiioiiious events in tJiis worlcfs liistoryl Ihit the 
test projiosed l>y the diviners of Kkron, though 
het-ayinj; unhelief, >vas ahiiinlantly eoneliisivi'. 
(lofdd any thiu^, think you, (sliort of Divisie 
j^uidanre), impel nvo iinhrokeii animals, yoked to- 
gether for tin* first lime, unhesitatingly to leave 
tluMi* ‘tfs ii ing behind, and (“ lowing” with satis- 
faetion “ as they went” along,) to hold the plaeid 
tenor of their way along tln‘ strange “ coasts’ of 
Judea, to the unknown city of lh‘lh-sh(‘niesh ? 

Mauv'. No, certainly. I am glad (iod con- 
descended to make this so plain to the IMiilistine 
lords who followed. 

Mama. To his own honour this undoubtedly 
redounded, though alas I not (that we read of) to 
their conviction or amendment. But liow was the 
return of the long lost national palladium hailed 
by the inhabitants of Beth-shemesh ? 

Mary. They rejoiced to see it; and f am glad 
the. Bhilistine lords saw them oiler a burnt-offer- 
ing with the. wood of the. very cart, and the. cows 
that drew it, hefon? tliey reninied to tinnr own 
land. 

iMAMA, Snell ii siiitiihlc and gratefii] mode o/‘ 
weh-oniing hack among them tiie precious syndml 
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which thc‘ir folly lind jKilliitod, cortjiiiily ^pokc 
well for ihc reviviiif»; pioty ]>enil(‘iic(‘ of thiisc 
into whos(» hands it tirst came. AVc'll would it 
have 1)0011 for ihoin, had the lioly foar and rove- 
ronco tc'Siitiod hy tlioir ori<!;iiial ro<a‘[)tion of it, 
conllimod to intliioiice them! l>y whose ]>rivi- 
J«‘«>'(‘d hands, did yon ohserv(s was it lifted from 
tile < art ? 

Maiia'. By tlie lawites: no one else, yon 
know, was allow«‘d hy God to touch it. 

Maim A. And how was ne^lei'l of this special 
injunction fearfully visited? 

Mahy. With a dreadful judgnn'nt, Mama I 
and om* that seems terrihly. seven* for just look- 
ing' into the ark to sec if all Mas right M’ithin it. 

Mama. We have no reason to iniagim* the 
niotiv^es of the ofli'iidors so landahlc as yon snp- 
j»ose ; hut ev^(*n had it been so, the [lositive <*oin- 
inands of God are, in no iiistanee, to giv(* place 
to the arrogant offieionsm'ss of j fis oreatur(*s. To 
the Lord did it belong to rectify and arrange 
whatever of disorder or dilapidation His ark 
might Jiave sufferer! from Philistine on tragi » ; less 
intolerable* in His eyes than tlm prosuinpluotis 
curiosity of his miscalled servants. The chasf ise- 
nient M'ith which tlie latte.r >vere visit (*d may seem, 
at first sight, severe ; hut it is hy no means a soli- 
tary instance of that holy "‘jealousy’ with which 
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it lias pleasod the Almighty to foiirc round, fr<>ni 
iiiihal](MV(>d Jiands and oyos, the preciiu'ts of’ Jlis 
saintnary. Kvtni Lovitos (tho rli(»sru ininislors 
of tin* altar) w<‘re forl)idd<M), on pain of dcalhy to 
pry tlio sarrod coiitonts of the ark: theri*- 
foii* tiiose of tlie rabhle <d‘ l>etli><heinesh who took 
ii]»on ihoniselves to do so, coidd not he said t<* 
peri'^h unwarned. IJnt tliis hein^ pnnnisi'd, it 
may he a ^atisfaetion to you to learn, that out (»f 
tlu ^ .’ty tnonsand persons drawn togetluM* l)y 4‘ii- 
riosity from I5eth-shemesli ami the neip^hhonring 
country, oidy seventy men are sn]>posed to have 
heciii partakers in the sin or its ])iini8lnu(!nt ; the 
more <*xact translation a]»p(*aring' to b(» — “ out of 
fifty thousand, threescore and ten men.” As there 
is no probable aground for sn]^]>osin^ that fifty 
thousand individuals could have c(unmitted the 
offence*, so it is more consonant to tlie strict me- 
thod of (bnl, in avenging' similar transj^ressions, 
that tin* offenders oidy should have been marked 
out as the victims of their sacrile{^e ; seventy of 
whom, from the scanty popidation of a singfle vil- 
hifre, wonhl sufficiently attest the imf ^n;*tion, and 
vindicate the Majesty of Heaven. AW are corro- 
borated in this lenient interpretation by “ seventy” 
beinjjj the number expressly mentioned by the Jew 
Jos(*phiis, as having perished on this memorable 


occasion. 
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15iit whal salutary ulFuct Jia<I uvoii this initi- 
(?atu(] rhastiscimuit on llio J5(*tli-sli(‘initos ? 

JMauy. Tlioy said, “ AVJio is ahle to stand ho- 
fon* this holy Ijord (lod ?” But J think thoy Avoro 
as had as tho Fhllistinos ; for, iiistoad of koojfmjj; 
the ai*k, and rovoroncinj^ it properly, they only 
thou£>*hl of seudinji^ it away. 

Yes: as iiiaii}" are in the daily ])ra(- 
tico of *• jnittin^- far from thonf’ a God too holy 
for tli(*ir taste, and too formidahle for their eom- 
fort. The r(!source on sueli oecasimis is, alas ! 
ohAdous and easy; it is that of the Jiethslu'initos, 
Avho, because* the God of Israel niifj^ht not he of- 
fended Avitli impunity, sai<l io Him, “ Depart from 
us, for AA'o desire not the knoAA’ledgt* of thy Av ays.” 

There ar<‘ fevA^ jaissac^es of Seriptiire Justory, 
Mary, more j»raetieally instnictiv(i than thi‘ (»ne 
Ave luiA’o this day read; descriptiAO of the migra- 
tions, amid ig’uorant enemies and pretendc*d friends, 
of tJie ahiised, and undervaliu'd, and trampled 
testimony of God. Among the Philistines it eanie 
mighty in AA'ord and in poAA^er,” to the “ east- 
ing doAVii*’ of the prostrate deities of ])aganisni, 
and making a sheAV of them openly.'’ Yet, in 
the face of the most irresistible demonstration, it 
was rejected, bandied from place to phwc, and, 
finally, (though with diminished audacity), exiled 
from the land it might liaA’^e healed and saved. 
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Aiul \\ iiaf; was its re('Cj>tic»n, even on tiu* inoro 
tavoiiro<l soil of Gocfs own land of ]n‘oinis<* ? 
flailfd with outward tokens of resj)ert, and an 
olm e( of temj»orary rejoicing’, no sooinn* did it 
injodfesf lts<'li*as an “ avenger of transgression" — 
as ^(oneiliing 1o<> holy to he trided with — than 
“ Jjet uv alone, what liave we to do with thee, 
he< ani'*the nnivcrsal cryninong a peoj)h‘ choos- 
ing \‘irlvn(>s ratlier than liglit, hecaiise their de(,*ds 
we] ' ^ vii, ’ and corittiiit t(» forego (rather than he 
reiiiindi^d of His existence), the ])r<nid distinction 
and in('X])ressihJe piivileges eonft‘rr(‘d <»n a nation 
hy the presence of that G<m 1, of whose residence 
among tlnnn in the same eharact(‘r of Kmmanueh” 
tindr guilty descendants shew(‘d themselves yet 
more unworthy. 
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Lesson — 1 Samuel, Clia]>tcrs vii. and viii. 

Mama. In the two eliaplers whirh, in liastcni* 
jn£r to tlie termination oftlie T]ieocraey> or divine 
f^(»veriiment of Israel by Judges, we have read to- 
day — we have the most instriietive, though ]>aiidhl. 
[)roofs of tlie fallihility and ineonsisteney <>f liu- 
inan nature ; first, in <‘veii the scms of Samu(‘I 
proving olnioxious to God and man for the same 
enormities wJiieh liad displaced from the priest- 
hood the j)osterity of Kli ; and, secondly, in the 
wayward ingratitude with which the too highly 
favoured Israelites threw from them the honour 
and privil("ge of direct Divine supremacy, and ex- 
claimed, in defiance of prohibitijms and warnings, 
“ Nay, hut we will have a king to reign over us !'' 

What apparently sincere ac,ts of humiliation 
and rep(mtanc(», recorded in the earlier part of 
(uir chapters, made this impious demand jiarticti- 
larly inconsistent? 

Mativ. When the ark had been twenty years 
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at Kirjatli-joarini. it siiys ‘‘ All flu* lioiist* of Isnu-i 
laiiK'iitod after the Lord. ‘ AVliy did tlu‘y lament 
now, \\ lien the arh was safe laiek in their own 
conntry ? 

^Ia.ma. N(»t Avitlioiit reason, as tlie address of 
Samuel U^stifies; sinee, not withslandiiii;* tlie Jon^ 
rcsidenee ainon^- tliem of the liallowed symbol ot 
(iodV presence, it appears that “ p^ods many, and 
lord masi'i,’' shared as completely with .hdiovtih 
the * .*e^Iance of Israel, as j)ai>*on had heen s(‘t ii)» 
in rivalry with Jlim by th<‘ ignorant Philistines. 
That the continued oppressions of the latter peo- 
ple were at the bottom of the generally selfish la- 
mentations of the “ house of Israel,” we may 
gather from Samners assurance*, that if they would 
“ return unto the Lord with all their h(*arts,” He 
wendd d<*liver them out of the liaiid of the PJiilis- 
tines. And with the view only of temporal re- 
lief, then* is reason to fear tin* extorted reforma- 
tion may have taken place. Had it heeu genuine, 
and founded on pious gratitude, it is impossible to 
suppose its issue would so soon after, iiave been 
dissatisfaction with God s government, and re- 
volt against His authority. 

Marv. What does it moan that the people, 
when gathered at Mizpeh, “ drew water and 
poured it out before the Lord as well as fasted, 
and confessed their sins ? 



:?()(> AVITH ]\IAMA, 

iMa.ma. JA'ariK'd ?nrn arc* ii<it tjiiite ngroed as 
to tlio pn‘< ist‘ iiaturo of this syinludio artioii, sonn* 
siijiposiii^' it t(» r(*ft‘r to flio jiiirlficalion of lioart 
and lif* iii<lis]M‘nMlilo to siiicoro ropontanfo. 15iit 
llio ]»art iinapiio, that as SaiiiiU'l ha<] just 

prornisod tlii'in a siii^nal toiiiporal dolivcraiice, llio 
water Avas jamred out in njoicinp;- at tli(‘ pros- 
pect of it ; as w^as the annual cnsloni at tJie feast 
of tah(‘rnacles, when <;oinniPinorating‘ the p^oodiiess 
and hoinity of Cm(kI ; to Avlfn li Isaiah alludes when 
he v;iy%, “ W'ith joy ^hull ve draw Avater out of 
the \N elN <*r •^alval ion/’ 

I5ni <hf you recollect aiiv passae'e iii the New 
'I'e^taineiit. in nliich retennice yet nu»re distinct 
i** made to the custom of drawinu\ and ^ratni- 
ton-'Iy di'^trihntin^r water at tin* conclusion of a 
•Treat Jewish festival ? 

.Mvnv. I don t r4*ineinh(*r any. 

M A.M \. Do we nf»t read in tlie (lOspc*!, that it 
wa*** on the “ ///sZ (ht\f of thv fvasf that oiir Lord 
st(H»d and i ried (availing’ himself as usual of sur- 
roiiinling circiini'^tanees) “ If any uiau thirst, let 
him come unto me, and drink — come, hny Avith- 
(MJl money and Avithout price’* — thus indicating at 
cuice the freeness and joyful nature of the Gos- 
pel salvation ; in Avhicli not water merely, (pre- 
cious as it was in the parched lands of the east), 
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but tlu^ coj^llier n*fr(‘sliriu*iits uf wine* unci milk 
art* inili.srriminal(*Iy |>oir.*<*<l forth? 

But hue] all tlioir fiistiiiic^, humiliations, or <*vc?u 
siibsofjiu'iit r(*joic*iii«‘s, siifhced to inspire the Is- 
ru(‘litc*s with that faith in (iocl, Avhich, when testi- 
fied by obedience, is lM*tter than “ whoh* burnt 
offeriii^»s and sacrifices ?” 

Mauv. No; with God and Samuel on flieir 
side, the cowardly creatures wcire still afraid of the 
Ph' » i iiKs. 

Al AMA. It is to be hoped that the fear in this 
instance*, j)roce<*d(*d ratli(*rfroin an a\vak(*ncd sense 
of their own iiinv'ortliiiiess, than from distrust of 
God’s power or p^oodness ; from their earnest en- 
treaties to Samuel to he their intercessor with 
Him- 

By what peculiarly appropriate offering was 
th(*ir sinfulness a<5knowledg*ed and atoned ? 

Mary. By a lamb,” wliic-li Samuel olfered 
for a burnt offerinp^ “ wholly to the Lord.*’ 

Mama. I am not sure (from our temporary 
omission of the details of the Jewish ceremonial 
law), whether you are aw are of the full force of 
the latter expression ; that it was the usual dis- 
tinction of a siri’-offering (or atonement for na- 
tional or individual transgression), to be entirely 
consumed on the altar of Jehovah ; while of “ peace” 
or “ free-will offerings,” portions were reserved 
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for tlio foiismiiptioii of tlio priost^. juul of llio pi<ms 
<](»iH)rs tlioinsrlvts. 

omuTfd, wliilo Saniiiol was thus oiii- 
ployod, lo testify llio aeeeptal)]«'n<‘ss of tlie aj>- 
p<H]it(‘(! saerificc? ? 

INJahv. The Lord himself ihmid(‘red with 
a great thunder on the PJiilistiiios, and diseoin- 
fited them.” J am sure, Mama, a God that could 
do that, M'tas better to the Israidites than twenty 
King’s ! 

Mam Aye, Mary, after sucli a sip^nal display 
of Oinniiiotence, tlieir choice of a im»n» luinian 
riih'r, a man of like weaknesses, and “ like ])as- 
sions” Avith themselves, <loes indeed puerile 

and pn'posteroiis I But let not those by m Iiojii 
the tyranny of tin* M’orld and Satan is delibe- 
rate*!}' jn-eferred to tiu* free service’* and “ easy 
yoke" of C'hri'^t — imagine tiiemselv<‘s (*nlitled to 
Mofi' at till' loudvut of tin- IsvanViti's in 

“ desiring a King.*' 

Was this victory, achiev<‘d ])y Diviin* might 
alom* — tem]mrary,like many ]»revions successes of 
the children of Israel ? 

Maky. No, no ; the Philistines “ ^verc sub- 
dued, and came no more into the coast of Israel 
and they had to give? back the very cities they 
had taken. 

Mama. Let us learn from this impressive fact, 
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tiui wi<l<‘ly (iifl’d’ring* iiatitiv' of iIh* final and per- 
inaiioHt riel ory over our spiritual em'inies aeliieved 
for «‘very one of us !>y o//r Lord, and in lln^ “ p»>w(*;* 
of Ills inij»ht’' — from the slipifht and doiihtful ad- 
vantaft**'? whieh (in our own strtnigili) any of ns 
Jia\i t‘\er lH^en aide to piin over llu* rorrnptions 
of luirnan iiahire, A Samson hinistdf may ri*-.'' 
to comhat the slrouii^ man anneif’ w itliin — hy a 
vig-orous ert’ort the pillars of liis iniqiiitoiis shrine 
may ( ' en i^e temporarily shaktm — hut God miisl 
“tluiuder mightily,^' and himscdf diseomfittlu' ever 
rising h<ist of siufid j.assioiis and desii'es, before 
(like th^Philistines) tliey can Ix' for ever “ sub- 
dued and come no more” into the purified 
j>re<*incts of the ‘"swept and garnished’’ heart. 

How did Sammd expressively commemorate 
this seasonable interposition of tin* Lord r 

Maiiy. He set up “ a stone,’* (a pillar J sup- 
pose) and called it *'• Ebeii-ezer.” What did that 
mean ? 

Maim A. Tiie “ stone of help,” as we read in 
the margin. Indeed the object is sufficiently 4^x- 
plaiued hy the words of Samuel, “ Hitherto hath 
the Lord helped me and many are the similar me- 
moriuls wliicli, in the course of his earthly pilgri- 
mage, might be “ set ni»” in the heart, and re- 
corded in the life and conversation of the Chris- 
tian ! 

z 2 



270 


M(>KMN(;s WITH MAAIA. 


How loii^ is it lier(‘ said that Saniud “ judgod 
Israel ?*' 

Maiiy. “ All tlu» daj^s of liis lile/* It seems 
odd to say so of him, Avhen we know' that he lived 
lon^ aff(‘r he had ^iveii tJie peo])h‘ the Kini»- tlo'y 
were anxious lor. 

jMa^ia. Ti‘m»; and th<*ren<i’(% instead of hav- 
ini»* any thini»' to do with the (hiraiion of his ii^o- 
v(*rnment, the expression projunly reters to his 
unwearied dilitj^tMiee in the exercise of it ; and 
should have heeu translated cvcri/ day of his 
life." W as this ^ood and active inhn* content 
with remaining'’ in one jdace, and all own all wdio 
reqnir<‘d jn>tice to res(»rt to him — like Deborah 
and others we read of? 

JMAttv. No; he went a rep^ular circuit every 
year through a i*Teat many citi(\s; and “ jnd£»*ed 
Israel’’ in all those ] daces. 

Maima. From wiiema?, I daresay, wnis origi- 
nally horrow'ed tin* humaii(*and considerate* prac- 
tice of modern times, by w hich justi<*o is annually, 
or oftener, made* to circulate thnmghout <*v(*ry 
district of our country. 13nt wdiure did Samuel 
lix its principal seat iu Israel, and his own resi- 
d(*nce ? 

jMahv. At Ilanuih, wdih li was very natural ; 
for you know he w'as born llierc*. 
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Mam \. AikI by wlial |»jous act tlid ho take 
care to Jiallow llie jdacc of liis Jiativity ? 

Mai;y, He hiiilt there an altar to the Lor<l.‘‘ 

IVI VM V. Yes ; not only as a token of p’uniN 
Ufratitiui(‘. ('nev<T oiiiitted where they set up their 
('art.ily r<‘sl, ) hy the helievi::j»* ]>at!*iareh<, hut as an 
indispeit^ihle refjnisile foi tiie delivery ot tliose 
oral:l(^^, wliieli, til. iUi«h liiin, the J^ord now vouch- 
safed to Jl's in<jnirin<^ |M‘ople. 

I i hew were Sainuers own parental luipi's. 
and I thirdv, we may almost venture to conclude, 
solicitudes also, lanueitahly frustrated ? 

Mauy. Dy his sous not \valkiiii>' in liis ways, 
hut taking hrihcs, and pervertinf»’ jud^inent. ’ 
Mama, if they were such had num, how could he 
think of appointing them Jndgi's? 

IMama. Yon forget the blinding influence of 
partiality on the best of [i.irents ; besides wliicli, 
it was perhaps only elevation to (‘minent stations 
AvJiich gave rise to, or drew forth the love of “ filthy 
lucre ’ in these' young men. Many who might have 
passed iinhlameahly through an humble eoiidition, 
have had cause* to rue the day \vhe*u teinptatiem’s 
goldem bait sedue-ed the*m from the jiath e»f renti- 
tudo. All through the east ’to this day, the prac- 
tice of “ taking bribes to pervert judgment,” un- 
happily prevails in the ine»st oj>en and shameless 
degree. But what eflfoct, more fatal still than tUe'iv 
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personal ruin, had the niLseondiict of Sainuers soiiv 
on the people they thus iuiqiiilously ‘" judged? ’ 
Mauy. It jji^ave them an excuse to ask for a 
Kiii^ ; hut 1 daresay if tlie wish had not heen at 
the hot tom of tlieir hearts, Samuel woidd Iiave 
removed liis sous, and g*iveu them better Judges. 

iAI A.UA. No douht ho would ; and bitterly was 
his mistaken lenity towards them punish(‘d, when 
he saw it made the oe<‘.asion of a request whicli 
“ disjdeas(^d Samuel,'’ chiefly because lie knew it 
to h(‘ mninently displeasing to (lod. 

To whom did the old man turn for counsel in 
this cruel eiiUMgency ? 

AIauy. "J’o the l^ord ; and //c saw through it 
at onc(!, and said, “ Tiiey have not rt‘jecttul 
hilt they hav(‘ rejected that I should not reign 
over lliem.” 

Mama. And does this all-seeing and justly 
offended God <lirect If is smvant to punish the 
rebels, by denying tln‘ir insulting petition ? 

Mary. No ; insteail of being angry, lie desires 
Samuel to “ ]i(*arken to their voice ! ’ 

Mama. And are you sun* that IJis doing so 
was at all inconsistent with that “ righteous an- 
ger,” in which the same God granted “ for their 
hurt,’’ many a former rash desire of his peojde in 
the wilderness? Were the qiuiils then* sent, to 
satisfy with flesh the unthankful “ loathers” of 
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manna — a boon from tlio Lord — or more liarlnn- 
fj^ers of t]i(' ])estiIoi!<*e that swe]»t. llieir imjnoiis 
oojisumors away? wliilc the food tliey had eovded 
M"as yrt hi'tween tlieir teeth?” Just as the tiiiul 
measure (»f Almij'hty wrath atiraiiist tin; idolatry 
of Eidiraim, was tilled iij) hy the fearful (*x|>res- 
sion of Let him alone” — so no ])iinishiiient morr* 
aj)j)ro])nal(‘ eoidd hav e been <levised for d(*sj»isers 
and r* i(‘t‘t(Ts of JJivine domini(»n, than a transfer 
to th • ' ray of a succession of human riders : the 
best of them weak and wayward; the fz^reater 
part tyrannical find bloo<l-thirsty ; in short, like 
unto the kings of the nations round about,’’ aftm* 
whom the chosen subjects of the Most High im- 
piously and foolishly hankere<l? 

lint great as was the insult, and justly as it 
would have be(*n resented by allowing them to 
rush headlong into the miseries they liad pro- 
voked — did He whose name is C-oinpassion, sutler 
them to <’-ast Him off, iinremonstrated with and 
unwarned ? 

Mary. Oh! no; he bade Samuel “ ])rotest 
solemnly unto them,” and tell them exactly all 
th(»y had to expect. If the kings of those days 
did idl that he said they w<mld do, how could the 
Israelites be foolish enough to desire one? 

Mama. So far from exaggerating, it is pro- 
bable that Samuel did not describe, in half tlu'ir 
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cnorinitv. tin* < and <‘xarlioii> of 1llo^e })ar> 

Itaroiis inonan iis oi’tln* Mirroinidiii^i' nations, w lioin 
tin* fln1(lr(‘n of I^raol unnaturally doirod." In 
Ka^torn ((ninlrios (at thi> day ot' roin])arativ<* < ivi~ 
]i/ation), not only aro tJio menial <‘in|doyin<‘nls 
aliout tin* royal person Iiero onunu'ratod, inoanly 
c ovet od, inpreferoneo to an honest indepcnidence — 
hut the ]»ersons as well as juoporty of their suh- 
jects are at the uiiliiniled disposal of des])otic 
sov(‘rcigiis ; whose wanton disref^ard of life (as in 
the ease of modem Persia and Turkey, where 
piles c^f human heads not iinfrecpiontly adorn the 
courts of the Sidtan), makes every one aecus- 
toined to the? laws and safety <»f Kuroj)e, h(»tli 
sliudder and rejoice. At the mere nod of on(‘ of 
those rulers (nay of those among them who arc 
not regarded as ]je< ulhudy sanguinary) the sword 
or bow-string cuts offi in a moment, the high(»st 
persons in the state; while deju-ivation of tlie 
blessing of sight is almost the (certain lot of all 
whom relationship to the throne renders c»bjecls 
of the sliglitest si]s]>icioii. These and similar facts, 
with which profane history abemnds, may teach us 
to estimate (even more fully than thcj softened 
enumc^ratioii of Samuel), the infatuation of the 
Israelites in “ desiring a king/' 

But did even personal experience of the cruelty 
of such “ task-masters” as Pharaoh in Egypt, or 
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K^loii ivini; of JNIoal), or kiiifr of IJazroM. 

midor V, hoin tliey kacl iccoiitly groaned — did tlu' 
pityipi; ! (‘iiioiisti’an(*os of (aod, or tlic^ passionate* 
pl<*:ulinj.> of Saimud, suffice* to check tlu* national 
frer/y r 

]Nk)ic). No, no, they said, We >viJI have a 
kini»*, that we may he like wnto all the nations, 
that onr kin^ may jnd^o ns, and g-o onthefore^ ns, 
and ii .;ht onr battles.” 

IVLit. lA. And had the “ King of kings," wliom 
they rejected, failed in oncj jot or tittle’’ of all 
tlic'se ac ts of rightful supremacy ? 

Mauy. Oh ! no, no ; he had “ raised them up 
judges,” without number, and made lh(*m strong 
and wise for their sakes. lie had “ gone out b(‘- 
fore them” in a ])illar of fire, ajid fought th<‘ir 
battles,” better than a thousand kings could have 
done ! 

Majua. Where then, do you think, are we to 
look for their unfounded j)reterencc^ of a fallible 
earthly sovereign over the “ Lord God of Hosts?” 
Just in the same “ evil liesu’t of unbelief,” which 
could find room for Baal, and Ashtaroth, and Che- 
mosh; to the exclusion of the ‘f Lord who brought 
them up out of the land of Egypt,” and gave thcmi 
every bh'ssing the wildest imagination could de- 
sire! Because the worship of Jehovah in His 
sanctuary, liad less in it of show, and of appeals 
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to the sfns(‘N. tliuii tJio idli* and ^viierally impiirt* 
ritos <»r ])aij:aulsnj, it was daily dcvMTted l)y them 
for what Si calls the table* of* doviI«/' And 
I)(‘<aiist* flic 1cni|a»ral dominion of the “ Kinj»' in 
Jcsliiinin,” (like iho wind” wliicJi ll<* c(»niniis' 
sions, and wiiicli ^‘oeth forth where it listeth, 
and no one know<‘tli whence it eometh or wliitlier 
it i»'(M*th*’), was invisible in its sjdeiidoiirs to the 
g^rovellin^’ eye of sense, they <Jiose jather to 
bask for a moment in tin* treach(*rons sunshine of 
royal tiivoiir ; at tin* risk of atoniiiij^. at every mo- 
ment by tlu'ir lives, for tlie degradation tliey had 
v<duntarily courl<‘d. The <*i»oiee se(‘riis to ns ab- 
surd and prei)ost(u*ous ; but an* then* none among 
ourselves, in whose eyes and Jiearts the tinsel of 
an (*arlhly court, dims and €*clipses llie eternal 
brightness of that city of our King, wJiich “ hath no 
need of the sun to enlighten it,” and whose splen- 
<lours mortal imagery is tasked in vain to express, 
and which human language fails to pourtray, evci 
through a glass darkly ?*' 

There is on<j principle very evident in the coji- 
duct of the Jews, against which (as peculiarly dan- 
gerous to young persons) it may b(i w'ell to take 
this opportunity of‘ wanihip you. I moan the pro- 
p<*iisity t<»\vards idle iiiiitatioii of unworthy or un- 
suitable models. Were tlie “ nations round about,” 
under whose yoke Israel had so oftem groaned, so 
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distill "11 islipd for iKitioital wortli or j)ros|iorit y, a.s 
t<> iiiakr liciii" liko uuto llifiii,” a rational 
of d(^si^* ? 

JM No; for siiic.o CJod tlKnii»lit tlioin unfit 

to live, they must liavi' been sliockingly sinfid, 
and of riiursc very nnliapjiy. 

JVIama. Apply these two tests, tluni. Alary, 
(su"^este<l by yourself), to the eondiu't and c-ir- 
ciiiust iuees of all whom, in after life, ymi may feel 
dispc/' d, to envy or imitate. Tf tlu‘y an* lo\a‘rs of 
pleasurt* iimro than lovers of God,” tliey eannof, 
whatever may be the outwanl g^lare of their pros- 
perity, b(» intrinsieally hajipy ; nor would a child 
of God act otherwise than the foolish sliort-si^’ht- 
ed Israelites, in “ desirinj^” to “ enjoy the pl<‘a- 
sures of sin for a season in jireference to the 
holy security and “ safe-kc'epiri"” voiudisaftfd him 
by a gracious Master here, and the joys laid up in 
store for him at the right hand of God ! 


A a 
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liFSsoN — 1 Siiniiiol, Cha]>ters ix. anti x. to verso 17. 


Maima. TIic mnsidersition of llio eliapters wo 
liavo tliis (lay boon rojidiiig-, scuredy entered into 
ip.y oripiial plan of terminating oiirjnH^sont course 
of Scri])ture study, with the dost' of that highly 
favoured period during which tin* Israelites flourish- 
ed under ih(* direct governnient of God. Rut the 
formal resigimtion (into thehandsof Him hy whom 
it was bestowtnl,) of the delegated authority of 
Sam in*] — and his unansw<»rable appeal as to tin* 
(•(juily of its exercise on his own part, to the people 
over whom he had so long presided — occurred sub- 
secpiently to his privately anointing Saul to the 
kingly office ; and as tlie governnnnit of Israel by 
judges could not be said to i^ease until that r<}sig- 
nation, and the open assumption of royal autho- 
rity by the young herdsman of Benjamin — I have 
taken advantage of it to shew you (from tluj open- 
ing of his singular history) how widely different 



i\r(H{NT\<S TWKXTV-Tllini>. 

from the ordinary prorod iiro of inaiiklud, was llio 
seloctioii l>y God of tlisit tiioiiarrli whom Ins im- 
gratoful sniijocis liad “ dosirod.” 

Ono of tlieir gr<*at and avowed objet^ts (as w<* 
have soon) in rojo<5tinp^ the sway of Him wh(» is 
invisibb*,” was to bo “ like iiijto the nations round 
about to have, like them, an oartlily ruler, n(»bi \ 
born, dazzling' witli gold and sjdcmdonr, and fitted, 
by hi^ renown and exporienc<» in arms, to go out 
befo’v them and fight their battles.” In what 
respects did these; reejiusites corres[)ond with the 
birth and station of Saul ? 

Mary. Not so ill with his birth, Mama ; for 
it says his father was a “ mighty man of power.” 

Mama. This must have related to his bodily 
strength or stature ; for Saul, not prone to depre- 
ciate himself, says his fiimily w^as ‘‘ the l(*ast of all 
the families of lleiijamin.'’ Nor (thongli the 
humble occupation of a lierdsiiiau w as not then al- 
together disdained by the young<»r sons of even 
wealthy parents) does his personal search for tin* 
stray asses of his father augur much for his im- 
portance in the primitive household. In his lofty 
stature and goodly person alone, resided those ex- 
ternal qualifications for sovereignty, which, in the 
unlettered regions of th(; east, so often supply the 
w'luit of hereditary rank on intrinsic merits. 

Mary. I wonder, Mama, that when God con- 
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descended to choose the Israelites a kini^ himself, 
he did not ij^ive them a pattt'rn one, just to shew 
what a king- .v//o?//r/ be, and not a young rash head- 
strong lad likt‘ Saul. 

Mam a. You surely do not bear in mind wdiat 
w’e nniiarked y(‘sterday, that it was in judgmeni 
God grant(‘d their sinful prayt'r f(»r a temporal 
ruler; and that tlie unvarying declarations of His 
word must have fallen to the ground/' had a 
person (‘xempt from the peculiar vices of sove- 
reignty (sup])osing such an one to have existed) 
been set over them to mock and falsify it. “ lie 
who doeth all things well,'^ did not (on the other 
hand) fit to vindicate his. own honour by set- 
ting over them a monster of ’wickedness and ty- 
ranny? f^och as their subse({uent annals have fre- 
quently exhibited; but a fair average compound 
of barbarian valour and barbarian vices, such as 
could tlieji be culled from among the lower ranks 
of an iincultivat(‘d p(*ophj ; brav(‘ enough to dazzle 
for a while the nation he lived to degrade and 
op])ress — and sufficiently wayward in temper and 
disposition to make them regret, a thousand times, 
the mihl ])aternal sway of the God they had re- 
jected. 

How was the young waiulering herdsman di- 
rected Ut the prophet appointed to anoiiit him ? 

Mary. By what seemed a mere chance ; be- 
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cause Ills servant thought Samuel might ht* able 
to lielp them to tin* lost asses ! 

JIIama. Strange iiideecJ was that arraiigemoiit ol‘ 
Providence which sent him, instead of recovering 
a trifling loss, to he invested with a kingdom ; and 
joyihl must indeed have schemed its result to Said ’ 
Yet who can douht, that, on his thorny throne — 
deserted of God — his kingdom fallen from 
him” — and his mind exposed, in a pcuailiar manner, 
to tin gloomy assaults of the evil one — he lived 
to deem, in the hitterness of his soul, his tlirone 
dearly purchased, even at the price of that “ foiirtli 
part of a shekel of silver,” whiidi first e.nahled him 
to appear in the presence of tlie se(*r ?” 

Why was this trifling present indispeiisihJe in 
his eyes, and those of his servant, before consult* 
ing Samuel ? 

Maky. You have often told me that none 
could go einiity-handed to ask a favour. What a 
mean idea this gives us of the great men of those 
days ! 

Mama. Not of those days only, for the prac- 
tice prevails in the same countries still. But wc' 
must not condemn rashly, on- the strength of a 
primitive ciisioni, originally indicative merely of 
respect. Do you recollect any prophet of God, 
as much superior to bribery in its most tmnpliug 
form, as Samuel must have felt himsolf Ui tin* 

A a ‘i 
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worthless eoiii of the youiip: enquirer of Benja- 
min r 

Makv. Oh ! yes, you know Klijah would have 
nothing to do with the rieh ^ifts of Naaiiian ; and 
even Ihilaain jn-etende<l at first he eoiild not dis- 
obey <T<nI for a “ Innise. full of ^(»ld;** nor would 
he, if he had been a r 'njht projdiet. 

iMama. True, Alary, real p^odriiiess is proof 
a^ain>t the slioekinj^ viee of bribm'y ; and accord- 
iiiiily H (at b‘a^! in its more open forms) in a 
j^reat mea‘*nre banished from all coniitries where 
(’liri'stianity jna* vails. 

Al Aiiv. Alania I I see a thing here which rather 
surprises nn* — Samuel seems to have been sacri- 
ficing ill a “ high place” when Saul found him. 1 
ilionght high jdaces*’ vvere exprc»sly ordered by 
(iod to be talvi'ii away. 

AIama. J am v«*ry well pleased xvith the at- 
tention >hewn by this leinark to what occurred in 
one former reading; though the <lecrec* and its 
<*xeruli<ni rather refers to that snbseipient part of 
the .fewisli liistory, when sinh eh*vated sites had 
l>e<*n perverted to the worship of lalse gods. Tn 
vindii-ation of Saimnd, we must observe, that 
tliongli J;e Jiad set up an altar at Kamah, whither 
tin* jieople e/iie/fy resorterl for <;oijnseJ, yet that 
Sliiloii b(*ing now d<*soiafe, and in» fixed jdace ap- 
pointed for tin' piTinaiieiit worship of fiod— sacri- 
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fice might, not unlawfully, be offered in any t;ity, 
the most conspicuous spot^ in which would natu- 
rally be selected for the purj>ose ; and such, and 
such only seems to have been llie “ high place” 
here mentioned as frequented by Samuel. From 
his coming to this city (apparently at a stat(;d 
time) to sanctify with his presence and solemn 
rites the public festivity, it has been supposed he 
bad the cultivation of true religion, as well as tin* 
dispensing of justice in vi(*w, in his frequent < ir- 
ciiits throughout Israt'l ; and sonn* have even) refer- 
red to him the api»ointinent and dilfusioii of syna- 
gogue worship among the Jews. That the rite 
here eiigagc^d in by Samuel was countenanced and 
approved by God, is evident from his accoinj>any- 
ing it by a special reveljition of his will. What 
was this ? 

Maky. That lie would send him “ a man out 
of the land of JJenjamin, to be anointed captain 
over Israel,” and to fight for his jn'oph* against 
the Philistines. How good of God to givt‘ them 
a “ eaptain,” though they had just rejected tln» 
“ Lord of Hosts!” 

Mama. Yes, just like lliin whose “ compas- 
sions are infinite,” and on whose ear tln^ “ cry,” 
even of siniuM’s and rebels, seldom falls in vain ! 
lint even in the midst of “ mercy” there is yet a 
calling to mind of “ jiidginent for we are told 
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that il»(' word usimI hy God of Said, and transiat- 
<‘d “ roii»niiig-‘’ ovor liis poojdo, iiidioatos in the 
original a nincli liarsLer and more absolute con- 
trol ; and would bo more properly (tbongli still 
inadc<piaf(‘Jy) reiidorod by “ restraining’ or “ sub- 
duing’’ tliom. 

I>iit how unconscious alike of the great desti- 
nies awaiting him in the counsels of God, or even 
<»f the jiresencc of IJis projdiet, does Saul appear, 
when imjniring his way to the latter, of the very 
“ seer’’ himself! And how primitive and simple 
is the answer of the dispenser of kingdoms, and 
depositary of th<‘ will of the Most High ! “ I am 
the seer;” and his invitation -to the future king of 
Israel to partake liis hospitality ; and the circum- 
stances of the jiatriarchfd bampiet ! It is in read- 
ing (and in the inimitable language of scripture) 
such traits as these, that we are tiansported 
as it w(‘r(* to the times and countries to which 
they relate, and are miablod to ptwiise with tenfold 
relish the narratives of modiTii travellers in the 
east ; hy which tln^y have been (osjiecially of late) 
almost daily corroborated. An Arab Emir would 
at this day invite to just such a repast, and treat 
with just such distinctions, the European guest 
whom he “ delighted,” (after his homely fashion.) 
“ to honour.” 

A 31 V. Mama ! I iindersland (since yon ex- 
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plained about iraimali s ‘‘ w(u*tliy ]»orlioT>,”) wliy 
JosopJi ^iivo l^cnjaniin more* fo eat fliaii flu* n“<t, 
as a mark of favour ; but was llie “ sliouldtM*" 
sot before Saul ? And wliat is ineaiil by ///'// 
wlnrh was upon it ? ' 

IVIaivia. The “ shouldoj ” (of a lainl> (‘specially^ 
was so prized in tlio oast as to be esteemed. Jo.se- 
plius tells us, a royal portion whieb a(‘(‘(niiiis 
for ir • ha.lng been projdietieally “ reserved’’ for 
Saul. And it is tliere served ii\* covered, or, as 
we should say, smothc*X(l in butter and milk ; tliiis 
explaining the addition with yon were iiatnralJy 
puzzled. 

Mary. I see now that the roof of a bouse (as 
you said when speaking about Jlahab) iniglil some- 
times be a private place enough, since? Samuel 
chose it for “ coininuiiiiig” witli Said. 

Mama. The probability is lliat for tlie same 
reason, viz. its privacy, as well a^ siipcM-ior cool- 
ness, his youthful guest passe<l the night tlu*r(? ; 
and it is consonant to the primitive character of 
the whole scene, that, at the “ s])ring of the day,” 
(so precious and beautiful is the parching east) 
the present and futur# rulers of Israel should have 
taken their way on foot from tlic city together. 

Mary. Why did Samuel send the scTvant 
away before anointing Saul? Did the l^ord not 
mean it to be known yet ? 
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AT AMA. No ; olso lie mthiIJ not so far have 
coiidesceiided to the eiistoms and prejudices of a 
<*ariial ])eoj>]e 5 as to manifest and ratify, by the 
c‘t‘ri‘moiiy of ( asting lots, that private choice 
of Saul, ii<»w intimated to him and Samuel only 
by the typical act of anointing. 

JMauy. It was very generous and kindly in 
Samuel to “ kiss” Saul, when he knew he was 
made head over the j»eoj»le instead of him and his 
sous ! Some people would have been jealous and 
envied him. 

Maim A. It is refreshing to see how superior 
Ij’iie r<*ligion enables fallible mortals to rise a- 
bove tin? baser passions of* our nature. Even 
Eli could cherish with unimpaired affection the 
infant 8arnu<‘l, destined to rise on the fall of him- 
self and his guilty ra<*.e ; and, from the moment 
that the Divine permission (if not approbation) had 
sanctioned the ajipointment of a king — Samuers 
warm heart seems to have hailed in Saul the fu- 
ture c.hamjnon of his beloved country. 

J3y what minute preditdions, regarding the 
events of his Jiomeward journey, did he seek to 
confirm the wondering youth’s faith in the reality 
of the transaction ? 

Makv. H(! told him all that would happen ; 
and, first, his being to meet three men at “ Rachel’s 
grave.” Ifow w'as it known so long after. Mama, 
wdien Canaanites had lived in the country ? 
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Mama. Have you fori^otton that Jac-ol/s fond 
affeotioii raised a pillar on that spot, on tho <*on- 
fines of Benjamin, where (in sinhh'ii and fatal way- 
faring ‘‘ travaiP) his beloved liaclud di(‘d ; far 
from tJie Cave of Machpelah, the jnireliased resting 
place of her kindred ? 

Mauv. I remember it now ; and the ])illar, I 
daresay, was set up to make tlu‘ Israelites do so 
too hen lliey returned to Canaan. 

IVLuMA, Was there any yet more* striking si- 
milar memorial connected with the next stag*? in 
Saul’s journey — Bethel ? 

Mary. Oh! yes, that was Avln‘n' (iod Him- 
self appeared to Jacob and gave him all the ]>ro- 
mises ; and Jacob, I remembtu-, on that ai eonnt 
first called it Bethel. So when we read the otlier 
day about the people of Judah tahing it and call- 
ing it “ Bctliel” instead of Lnz,’’ tln‘y only 
giving it back Jacob’s name once more. 

Mama. Yes, Mary, and delightful it must, or 
ought to have been, to the chostm jieoi>h', thus to 
gather up, and re-consecrate, tin* i»i(»us landmarks 
“ set up” for them in the earthly C'anaan, by those 
“strangers and sojourners” long since 2>ass(Ml into 
a “ more enduring rest.” Well had it been for 
them had they inherited, along with tin* monu- 
ments, the faith of these believing j»atriarchs I 

But what occurrence, more singular far than 



MORNINGS AVITH MAMA. 




the ordinary on(*s >vliicli preceded it, was to tes- 
tify to Saul, us ^v('ll as otliers, that the Lord had 
iiidt'cd jj'ivcii liim another licart?’’ 

IVIauv. JJe Avas to meet with and prophesy 
aJono- wi<h a whole “ coinjmriy of prophets.” I 
did not think tliat there liad ever been so many 
at one time. 

Mama. Not if you understand tin* phrase of 
s(*ers,’‘ or ]n*rsons endowed, like Samuel, with 
the power of for(‘telliii^ events. But “ prophe- 
syin||*'” liero, and in otluT parts of Scripture (where 
tln^ “ sons of tin* prophets” or large bodies of 
youths set apart for the study and teaching of 
Scrip! lire are inontioned,) signifies endoAvment 
w’it/i a facility not before possess(?d, of composing 
and littering liynins to the }3raise of God ; and so 
entirely w^as this gift at variance with the previ- 
ous life and knou ii attainments of Saul, tliat the 
wonder it excited has passed into a proverb. 

Nor was the inspiration thus aflForded— though 
w'idely different, as we lately remarked, from 
either the prophetic spirit, or that far higher and 
more pri'cious influence, by which the heart and 
character of man does indeed undergo a spiritual 
nnd saving chungo — conhnod io the gift of suitahly 
praising God. It taught a naturally rash and 
vain-glorious youth, that rare exercise of discre- 
tion by wdiich, when straitly questioned by his 
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nearest relatives on the result of liis 
with Samuel (curiosity respectiiip^ wliieli hiul ju o- 
hably been excited by the seudin;*' f<»r\vard <if tlie 
servant), he told not one word of tlial ‘‘ inafter 
of the kingdom,” in the prospect of Avliicii wc* are 
surt^ his “ natm’al heart” must liave heal iiigh and 
proudly. 

Well would it have been for hint had tlu* same 
mofiest reserve and def(‘reiic/‘ to Divine wiMloni 
and authority cliaraclerized Ids future < are(*r ; 
and if (even wlien hy his <»wn arrogance and 
folly, the kingdom, hy the decree of the Most 
High, had passed from him and his rac<*, ) lie had 
bowed under the stroke with lli(‘ liumilily of h'li 
and Samuel; instead of perst‘cnting and defying 
the Lord’s anointed, and closing in “ <‘nvy, malice, 
and all uncharitahleness,” a reign, whicli ^^e have 
just seen opened amid kindliness and blessing on 
the one part, and becoming obedience and humi- 
lity on the otlier. 
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Lr'ssiix—I Siur.ucl, (’IiuptiT x. from verse 17, and Chapter 


ATa^tx. f |>{ir[>r)S(dy reserved for tho coin- 
Tiioiiconioiit <d a now day’s readiiij^, that soloinn 
rocaj>itnlalio]i oi‘ all the hoiiofits of God, and their 
uiigratoful requital hy his ehosen people, by which 
the j)uhlie inauguration of the kin<^ they madly 
desired, was ushered in hy Jehovah ; that we may 
have an opportunity of s<‘ekinj^ and finding* in- 
struelion for ourselves fjcun the long course of 
national evils to which the “ rejection” they arc 
here justly reproached Avith of God, involved the 
guilty Israelites. It is not hy them alone, believe 
me Mary, that the God wlio “ saved them out 
of all their adversities and tribulations is, to this 
day, rejected and des]»ised ; and when we compare 
even the.^e (groat and many as they were) with the 
“ trihiihit ion and anguish ’ and “ (*terrial death,’’ 
from wi/i,Ii I’lirist, (mr rightful King, died to 
set us free, how can wc expect to escape better 
than the rebellious Jews, if we shake off the only 
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government which ever promistMl us eillier peace 
or siifety. Twice in their history did («od proffer 
to them the firm yet pat^^rnal sway of Oionipo- 
tence; in his character of the Lord of Hosts, and 
as Messiah promised to tlieir fatlnn-s ; and twice 
did the infatuated nation exclaim, “ >Ve will not 
have tln^e to reign over us.” Wa hlarne, nay 
shudder at their infatuation; hut “Dost thou 
wef to he angry?” may he the searching (juestion 
of tl o same Omniscient Being, to every Christian, 
by whom the supremacy of (Jhrist over al) ‘‘ pri.»i- 
cipalities and powers” of this w orld, is not nicrc’y 
subscribed to in words, but acknowledged hy the 
obedience of faith. 

How did God, after having solemnly vindicat. d 
His glory, and exposed the folly of the choii t 
made by the tribes, proceed to shew that even yet 
the “ casting of the lot was in the lap of tlie Most 
High?” 

Maky. He mad(» all the j)eo]»h» draw near by 
tribes and families ( just as the}" did about i\cliaii^ 
and Saul was “ taken hut wlnm tliey sought 
him he could not he found. A\djy did he hide 
himself ? 

Mama. Appareiitly from some remains of tlie 
diflidenc(' which made him shrink when first ad- 
dressed hy Samuel as tin* “ desire 4»f all Israel.” 
Hnt how was his phn-e of concealment discovered r 
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M AKY. <1(1(1 i’ (»voal(Hl it in answer to the people’s 
iti(juiri(*s ; and when they fetched him, he was 
talh'i* tliaii any on(» else, from the shoulders up- 
wards. JNfania, he must have been a j^mnt. 

AMA. Not that we hear of, but merely a man 
of remarkable and distinguished stature; such as 
carnal persons, who judged by the eye, would be 
proiu* to admire and ob(‘y. With what acclama- 
tions was he hailed by his new subjects? 

JVTauy. They cried just as we do, “ God save 
the King. ’ 

iMaima. Thereby acknowledging, as we ought 
still to do when using the same loyal expression, 
that it is by Him, and Him alone, that kings reign ; 
and that all human authority (a truth too much 
](»st sight of in these days) is derived from and 
npludd by God. 

Mary. What does it mean tiuit Samuel “ wrote 
tin* manmir of the. himjdom iii a book, and laid it 
up before the Lord 

Mama. Some, and among others the Jewish 
writ(*r Josephus (a very high authority), say that 
it was the record of the evils denounced against 
Israel for desiring a king, which was thus pre 
served hy Samiud for a memorial of the truth of 
his prediction ; while others suppose, probably 
enough, that the rules and principles of the future 
kingly government were (after Samuel had re- 
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hcarstwl or ‘‘ told’’ them lo the jifople) then coni- 
initted to writing. 

Bnt did all those who had witnessed tlfc* s«»h‘nm 
inauguration of the first Jewish numanh, arqiiiesee 
in the Divine schTtion ami a|>|M)intinent ? 

MAitv. No; a hand of men wiios<* hearts 
God tomthed,” wenthon; with liiin; hut ehildre'* 
of Belial (thatnuans wieked persons, does it not '") 
said. How shall this man save ns?” Mama, this 
was ') ‘S[.ising not 8anl, hut God w lio had ehosen 
him ! 

Majma. And in wl.at hot < onl(‘mpt of tin* Lord 
and his anointed,’' in a far iiigher and holier 
sense — has tlse guilt of men of Ihdial” (or ser- 
vants of Satan) in al! ages e<msis!(*d ? But was 
it in mere disparaging expressioie; that this eon- 
tenipt >vas now inaniiested ? 

Mary. Oh, no; they hr<night Saul in» jn’e- 
sents,” and that was not treating liiiii likt* a King, 
when y(»ii know lie was ashamed to gti near Sa- 
muel (who was only a Judge) without one. 

Mama. And did Sanl, as miglit have been ex- 
pected from oiKi of his ag«‘ and temper, iinmo- 
diutely resent and punish this disrespect? 

Mary. No ; “ he held his peace.” Jhil sure- 
ly, Mama, he could liardly have felt himscdf to he 
a King yet, Jifter all that had happened ; lor, in 
the next chapter, he was still “ coming :\i\er tin 
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hel d out of lli(‘ field.’’ How strange for a King 
to Ik' lv(*o])ing rattle ! 

Majma. You Idrget how long after anoint- 
ing, Saul’s suceessor David, kept sheep, an im- 
disliuguish(*d, iinaspiringsliejdierd boy. But Saul’s 
election m aiit(*d as yet one important confirmation, 
which we (iverIooke<l in our former summary of 
tin* events pr(*<rn^ted to him by Samuel. For what 
indis|>eiisihle ceremony, a<*conipanying all public 
national (engagements among the Jews, did he 
bid Saul “ tarry at Gilgal? ’ 

Maiiy. Till he should conui down to him, and 
oHer “ bnrnt-ofrerings, and sacrifices of peace- 
ofterintrs.” Oh I I see now that Saul was not 
faiily King till this was done; but I wonder 
why Sainnel sent the people away, every one to 
I'is hons(‘,” from Mizpeh, and let Saul go home to 
(jrih(‘ah, without it. 

Mam^. The oidy reason wliicdi, at this dis- 
tance of time, can be assigned for the delay, is the 
additional honour which would accrue to Jehovah 
and to the King he had “ set up’’ to defend His 
j)eo))le, by the blending of national gratitude for 
victory over tin; Ainiiioriites, with the sacrifices 
d(‘signed to commemorate the accc^ssiori of Saul. 
a\nd this no doubt would lend th(?m in the eyes 
(d* the peo])le tenfold solemnity and interest- 

But we must iinpiire into the oc(;asion and cir- 
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ciimstiiiices of this early of one, wlio was 

still, in tlie estimation of some of his ]>rou(l <*01111- 
tryiiieri, but the siiiijile li(‘rclsniaii of Ihnijainin. 
Over wliat insolent heatJien inonarcli was the con- 
(jiiest achieved ? 

Marv. Nahash file Aminonite. You tohl me 
once the Ammonites were deseemlants of l.ol, 
and 011^'ht to have known than to linrt flie 

children of Abraliaiii. 

y True ; yet tlu'y chose to maifdest their 

unbrotlierly hostility, at thetinn' of the Israelites^ 
utmost distress in tin* wildern(*ss ; for which rea- 
son God, in IJis wrath, s<‘ver<‘(i all fntnn* bonds 
of possible amity between them l>y <h*<*larini»*, that 
there sliould not enter an Ammonite into tlu‘ 
house of the Lord for ever.” 

But what slavish af^reement wer<‘ the ])iisilla- 
ninious men of Jahesh ready to have made with 
the enemy of their nation am! their Goil ? 

JMauy. They said, make* a <*ovenunt with 11s, 
and we will serve fliei*.” Surely he must hav<* 
been mocking. Mama, when lie answ(*red Ik* would 
do it, on condition that he might “ thrust out all 
their right eyes !” 

Mama. Putting out tJie eyes, barbarous as it 
naturally appears to us, is so common a form of 
tyranny in the cast, where (Jiorrihle to r<‘late) 
full of human eyes liave been presented to 
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tin* of <*\ oil Tiiodern kings of Per- 

sia — that tin* jno]i(}sa] to limit the mutilation to 
onv, eye, M‘eins almost to iiave appc^ared mercy 
to tlie t(‘iTitie(l iiiliahitaiits of Jakesh-gilead. But 
wliy do y<ui sujjpoM* wa.s tlie saerifiee of tke right 
eye iiisiste<! on h>'t!:!‘ir oj»pr(‘ssor ? 

]\f At!V. T am sure I don’t know. 

Mama. iJecan^e it would ineajiaejtate them as 
trilmtaries, from ail i of un^ resistance with hows 
and airows, (tin* tinm prevailing mode of war- 
fare) ; wliil(‘ it still h‘l‘t them eapalde of “ serving 
him” (aeeording to their own abject expression) 
as slaves, l>y v hat expedi<*nt did the elders of 
the iinfortmjate < ity of .hiiiesh endeavour to pro- 
cure deliveraiu'e ? 

JM vnY. Tliey sent messengers for help to all 
the coasts of Israel; but I dar<*say Nahash thought 
they would send in vain, else he would not have 
given them seven days respiti'. 

JMama. No: and it was therefore as much his 
arrogant defiance of the (hal of Israel, as Jiis 
<Tiielty to Jlis peojde, which Avas so signally 
av(‘ng<id by Saul. How, did we say, was this 
hithm’to iintrie<l warrior <‘m[doyed, when the piti- 
ful tidings from .Tabesh n^ached his native city of 
OilM^ah ? 

JMaijv. Following the h(*rd out of the field. 
And when ho heard the people weep, he asked 
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what ailed them ; ami the “ spirit of God came 
upon him, and his anj^'or Avas kindh'd i^n*allv-'’ 
Ma.aea. Yon rememher Avhat we remarked in 
the ca'^e of Samson, as to the preehe meaning’ of 
the s])irit of God” here. 

Maiiv. Yes; you told me it meant superna- 
tural strength find courage; and without both, 
Saul (the frightened lad avIio had “ hi<I himself 
among the stuff” f<n* fear of l.‘eing king), would 
neve-' have talked and Jicted like one, all of a 
sudden. But, IV lama, Said’s h(‘uing the oxen in 
pieces, and sending them about, puts me in mind 
of the poor Lei ite’s Aidfe, though it is not half so 
shocking. 

Mama. It at least proves to you, that his ex]»o- 
dient (shocking as it seemed), w.as not unusual or 
unprecedented. But thme is this remarkable <lif- 
ference between them, viz. that Avhile the lament- 
able spectacle afforded by tin? mutilated remains of 
the injured woman were designed t(» excite com- 
passion, — the object of Saul was ta ass<*rt autho- 
rity and awakim fear, and th(» desireil effect se(»ms, 
in both cases, to have been attained; for while 
the ‘Mieart of tin* children of Israel was knit as 
one man” to avenge the wrongs of the Levite, we 
read here that the “ jmoph* came out with one 
consent,” to hdloAV the summons of Sank 

How numerous were the forces thus assi'inhled 
at the call of tin* vontlifnl king r 



298 


WITH MAMA. 


Maky. I’hrtM* lnni<lr<*(l thousand men of Israel, 
hesides thirty tlwuisuiid of Judah. Wluit a num- 
ber to iitj^ht i‘or one town ! Well mijj;‘lit Saul send 
word to tlie ut(‘!i of Jahesh, that by the time the 
sun was Jio{ ou the morrow, they should have 

help r 

Mama. Or ratlier “ deliverance,” as the word 
is mor(‘ ])roju*r]y rendered. And truly it must 
have IxHUi timely as well as ac.ci'ptablc, for it was 
on the morrow *' that the trembling^ victims had 
arret'd to come out t<» submit to the conditions 
{)roj)Osed by tin* cruel kin^ of Ammon, But what 
other discomfit lire aw aiti^d that insolent tyrant and 
his army r 

Mauy. Saul divided his j)eopl(‘ into three com- 
panies, and they slcnv the Ammonites from the 
moriiiii^ watch till the luMt of the day, and they 
that remained were so scattered that not two of 
ihem wen* I(*ft together, 

M \?a A. Von ^<*e iiovv^ wliy the Almighty, after 
graciously vouchsafing to leml His sanction to the 
appointment of Saul to be king over His people, 
saw fit to precede, hy so signal a mark of His fa- 
vour and countenance, the <-onfirination of his 
newly assiiim*d jmwer by sacrifice. And if any 
thing could havt* added to the reputation which 
the valour of Saul (aided as it had lieen hy the 
power of the Most High), had acquired for him 
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with his new subjects- \\\niu. b i\ <• !r 'en the frail 
of f»-enerosity tcnvaifls e.r l iwE->i(Hiai ene- 
mies, vvliich foriiKM] so a » trii't N\it‘itlie 

aftei features of Jjis miiniroy ainl sn-^-’icioifs life. 

What was liis IfeJiavionr, m I-en f!;.‘ imlii^jiant 
peo])Ie invok<‘(l v(‘n^ean< e cj'. ti e of hi> 

youthful authority ? 

Makv. JT<‘ sanL “ I'iuT/ :n t a r.ein hr 

put .e death;’' aial th.i* reii‘'eJi -:e>v<e<l si'sn pion-. 
as \v\hl as forif;ivii:»*, heraa'-# ti ’ Lord hath 
wrought salvation in ’ ! wendei 

Saul (tould ever giaiw wlrhe . ! 

Mama. Would that his ^^4'rl tin or.ly j)rouii^e, 
of excellence in youth, u hlrh riper ye, ;s 1*:^ e faileil 
to bring’ to maturity; or ratln*?- uhiiii th<' !‘*iare^ 
aud seductions of an evil wnlJ h;.,\e '^’jfored to 
choke and extirpate ! (hitric! the 

‘‘ momiiaiii” of maii’< viitne a-s 'a« i! j tM'perity 
seems often to “ sl.uid strong;' in.t no vetnier 
does tlic world smile or (iod frown, finjn hoth 
(though from \vi<Iely dillei’lng' e,’in>e‘s) ure too 
easily moved.” IJad any <n*e j»r* .lirtfo! to Sani. 
when in the overflowings of hoyl^li luagnnniinity. 
he would n(»t hear of the death «if even iiu;u «»f 
Belial,” that he should live t<i tnlvo advantage (at 
the suggt^stinn of Satan) <»f the eoiupassionate mi- 
nistering” of Davhl “ to a mind diseased,” to ain» a 
deadly weapon at his innocent heart — he would 
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have askeiK like llazael, Is thy ffervaiit a dog-, 
that he should <lo this thing As well might 
a projdiet of evil hav<‘ AvhisjuTed to him, amidst 
the elation of the vietoiy over Nahash, and 
the fervour of his youthful devotion to the Lord, 
that, forsaken of the same God, and having 
survived alike his honour and kingdom, he should 
miserably eonrt death on the mountains of Gil- 
Loa, from the sword of his own servant ! So 
true is it that we know not what a day, the short 
but eheijnered day of human life, may bring 
forth ; and so just is the inf(*renee drawn from 
thenee by him who had most largely tasted of its 
vanity, “ Least not thyself of to-morrow Jt 
is only while ujiheld in our intc‘grity or our pros- 
]»erity by an unerring support, that wa ean answer 
a moment for ('itlnw; and surely, in creatures so 
dependent and powx*rless, s(df-confidence (the 
early rock of Saul) must prove equally ruinous 
and absurd. Who, when he yet joined in hum- 
ble deference the name of Samuel with his own 
in his summons to the peojd<», and bowed in re- 
verential gratitude, while tln> gray-liaired and pri- 
vileged ‘‘ Seer” offered peace-offerings for his 
elevation, to their common Lord — could have 
foreseen, that ere one short year of sovereignty 
had shed its perverting iniiiience over his head, 
he w’oubl have sacrilegiously invaded that very 
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• SiMT s'* pontifical ofiit*.', a:i;l talvcii <pn him to sus- 
>vitli ili-jiKiiii'il an-l vaiiiirl<;rion'; iiuMcy. tiu* 
j)o*ii:iv‘' stMilom e o^‘ (m'kI ag‘aii{';:t a iioatlu'n for ; 
wri?<' « li am tljrr asal lah‘5' (Mca-sioii, ho lightly 
Ills s*> i for an iiiailvorloin 

vi'i *»r ' 

\\ i; 'll to coiifKioin i* in yoiir'*rh‘, nj 

ia a.'V iniimoj lH‘ino*. j(»ft to tist' imcimfrollo^l way- 
war i jf a fallen iiiitiiri — contrast, Saul at tlo* 
ait) r of (iilt'-al, all the i*lory of !i:^ wori- 

<l(*rfiil victory li# the Lord — wiih iho ^amo San! 

lilvo a thio/'iii tht* hoj ro\v<*/l rohos of *rnilt, 
to ti*iinsgT(*ss flu* vi'ry law <d‘ (okI ho wa'^ sot 
up” to onhn'co, and sock vomisol from spirits of 
dtirkiH'ss in lh»^ <*a\o (*f Kmlor ! 

AV(* may, porhajis, at afiilnrt* poriod, rosnnio 
the Jiistory of his iiiihapj)\' on w hirli our 

j)lan at ]n*os(nit forhi<ls ns to mitor, Jji tio* moan 
tiino its oiii<‘f partic ulars havo. \ know, hoon loni» 
familiar to yon; snfh<ic*i!ll\' so to dorivo iVom 
them the* instrm*.tioii I liavo Im'oii ondt^avonriii»* t(» 
impress, of the fallihilit v of all Inimaii r<‘soliitions. 
and tho sodm tive teinh'iioy of all (‘artidy uroat- 
ness. To this wo may add ono more*, doduoihio 
from the ooiioiudii\i»’ vorso <if tin* ohaj>?or heforo 
ns, viz, tlio iu’iioranoc'of 'hort-'-i_ii,hto<{ mortals of 
all >vhioli coiieorns thoir trno haj>pinoss. 

“ All tho men of Israel, and Saul, ' it is Inu’c 
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said, “ rojoircMl greatly, ” and M*liy ? The former a1 
having ex(*hang(‘d for tlie equitabh* dominion of 
the unchang<‘ahle Jeh(»vah, the c*apric(»s of tlu‘ 
most mutable and fallible of his creatures. The 
latter at having left the peaceful cares of the herd 
in his father's fields, for a career whose o]>ening 
took j)lace, as we have seen, amid strife and blood- 
slied, whose middle course was embittered by sin 
and suspicion, and its close poisoned by horror and 
remorse. So little (as the wise King of Israel 
remarks) does “man know what is good for him, 
all the days of his vain life which he sjiendeth as 
a shadow 
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Lesson — ) Samuel, Chapter xii. 


JVI.uviA. We are now arrived, my dear Mary, 
at tliat solemn eoncl tiding act of tlie direct Divine 
government (or Tlieocracy? as it is callt'd, of the 
Israelites), in which Samuel, the last and h(*st of 
tlie Judges, successively raised up’’ to he the 
organs of Cod’s sovereignty among them, having 
assembled the people over whom he had so long 
presided — first affectionately ajipealed to tJiem- 
seJves for a testimony to the integrity of his i)ast 
life ; and then assumed (from tin* unanswerahle- 
ness of the challenge thus triumphantly made), 
the right to “ reason” or expostulate witli tliem 
on the higher theme of the greatness and good- 
ness of that God whose dominion they had idly 
abjured. 

By what compliance, (sinful in itself, had it 
not, for their chastisement, been expressly and 
jadiciously sanctioned by God), had Samuel, now 
superseded his own authority, and gratified a 
fickle ungrateful people ? 







M\i:v. *• I ii:i\ t‘ unto \7Mir 

ill ;ill that \a‘ imlo nii*, and Jiavc iiiadr 
a Kin^' ^}^ t*r \ on.” 

Ma.'M y«“^. ^^;lrv ; an art of vrlf-dc'votion. 
oa^y, no donl»!, to Oiio ^rown old in tin* faitld’nl 
and toilsoiin*so] vifo of lii> c'oimiryjnit n liicl!. ‘tM 
and iivav-liradrd” a^ i!<‘ lluni \va>, Sanuiol must 
liax* livod loiii^ onoii^li to s<*c r(‘|>onted of by 
ma«iy of wlio iiad boeii most <*lainorous for 

ii ; a;nl u!:i 'h bo ovon sjiarod to annid outlie 
of tin* land, jjy the anointing* of one more 
•'after hi> oun heart.” to sit on the early forfeited 
tlirone of San!. 

Sint Sarnaefs ohh ;* is laa now t(> predict llio 
tiitnia*, hnt to dwell tni, and recapitidate the past. 
How )oiii» did he say he had “ walked before 
them ?*’ 

Aly\jtY. •• J’Vom my cliildliood unto this day.” 
Yon kno>v lie was a pro]diet, and in favour with 
(rod and man from a ebild. 

Mama. Yes — thus i-ewanliii^, far beyond all 
earthly distiiurioiis, or even beyond any solace 
which ]nif>Iif have Ikm'ii adbnled her by bis duti- 
ful behaviour in jirivate l.fe, the jiiety of that mo- 
ther who had early dedicated him to God. Be- 
fore whom was Sanniel eontent to eall Israel “to 
witness r” 

Mauv. '• fiefore tlie Lonl and he was not 
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afraid, even before Him, to ask “ whose ox, or 
whoso ass. lie had taken,"’ or “ wdiom he had d(*- 
fraiid<‘d.‘’ or ‘‘ of whom 1»* had taken a l)nh(‘ to 
bldul Ids eyes witli.” Mama! 1 fear Ids sons had 
t;il. y,i many. 

Ma-m'. And for that very reason were <Iiey 
now ledmred to the <*ondinoii of ]H'ivale, at ! 
justly (hvspised persons in lsra«*l ; olmoxious (Imi 
for !»e shield tlinovn over them by lie ir fatlier^N 
spiJi «‘Ss eiiaraeter) to the prosecntim* (d* all wlnnn 
tln7 had iiijiiied. Perhaps it v^as wllb a view to 
the indirect redressing of even f/i misdeeds, that 
Samuel offered to make restiliit’e n <d‘ any mieon- 
s<;io!is invasion of the ]»n5perty of oihers. A\'as 
any sm li, however, alh'ged against liim ? 

Mary. Oh, no! the people imswtTed, * Thou 
hast not defrauded us, neither o|»pn‘ss(‘d its, lufi- 
ther liast thou tak<‘ii oiii^dil at any man’s liarid.” 
And they both took God to witness that it was so. 

Mama. Ho'y w<iuld it he for ns, Mary, 
could amj amonj,^ ns at the close of a moderately 
loiifrlifc (one exempt too, from the peculiar snares 
and temptations of sov(M-ei^nity), thus fearlessly 
call on the Judge of heaven and earth, to attest our 
integrity towards oiir fellow mortals ! From acts 
of open violence and sjmliation, there is little merit 
in onr case in abstaining ; but by whom have the 
morals, the happiness, the good name, of their 
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Im’i'I lirrii, lro?!i iIm* «‘r;nll»‘ f<» Hu* ^rnvv. re- 

lii»;iuiisly n*v|u‘rl(*<l r Alas! by Iiuw many i<li<* 
<*\am|»b*s, and i<ll<* w(»rds. an* Hu* foriiM*r tun of- 
tu’ii (‘iid.m^f'iTd aiMi Hu* iallur iiijurcd. ]>v tbosr 
wlio wonbl funiil “ uj‘jnr^'*i<iir' niiiuaiily. and 
'* (lt*traiuiii;.i'‘ a liriiuii:-. sin ! 'j'n simd witli i 
liaiiiK a! tin* tThm al (d* idllou-innrlals. is 

raia* in a \\«i.l<I win u* fV;i!ul ;i!ul <>v<*r-i*rju*liing' In<* 
uttt-n U'-iM'n lb<‘ nauu*^ ol* s!vill and duxturitv ; but 
to In* idib*. With ( •’ an laarh^ (oniidonllv to a.^u. 
'• iut-^c* j)« iiir'jdt^'' Imm* I ^!lalc<*n by jn‘4*<Tjd oi 
oxainjiK* r (;r w bo'-(' \v(‘{raro [ia\(* J diminislu*d by 
nnkindiu'ss, iaauU ^‘rU lu t*. or 4‘\ (*]i noii^lo^ t ?” is a 
priviloiio wiru li t!u* most con* s ‘u‘nt ions ('bri*>tlan 
would ju'iliajjs lx* tlu* last to urro^ati* to Jiinist*]!’; 
and Y(*t bow oasiJy wojd<l this invalnabio soiina* 
of oonsidatiiMi tor old aj»'«* be juindiascd by a vory 
inod4‘rtil<* oxorriso of I’diristian ro(a>ib‘ction and 
si*U‘-(k*nial ? Won* Hie iu*j»ative principle of 
cease to do «*vil/' acted upon, in its ineropartial 
sense of abstaining from rash censures and unad- 
vised talk, from how many calamities, occasioned 
by “ firebrands” thrown “in sport,” would society 
be delivered ; and from liow many snares sown in 
it by the, recklessness of persons, older (but not 
wiser) than ibcmselves, would tin* ]»atli of the 
yoiiiif';- be happily made free ! 

FJiit liaviiifi: established his owji rifihl ia do so. 
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ill wilul c‘K|KM*ial ch;ir;u‘t«*r did Sainuol |ilfad, or 
rjillicr roasoii/’ in bHiaH’ of tlu* (iod of ]sra(‘l r 
Maiiv. As till* (<od that hroiijnht tlioir fathers 
fortli oi:j of the Land of Kilfypt, and niadetin'in 
dwell in that plaee. ’ 

M a:\ja. And how did lie say this (kkI had. 
(•vei‘ hv Mn//, he(*ii r(*(pii(ed ? 

]\ '{V. They foriJi:ot the liord tlieir (o»d 
aie* ■ ‘t says he ‘‘•sold thiMn into tlie hand " id 

all tin wicked men we ]iav<‘ read of, — Sis(*ra, 
and the Philistines, a: d the kini';' oi* .Moah.*’ 
j\!A:M A. And what is the Jonnhliiii*- and salu- 
tary etVevt asi rilKsd hy Samuel to these •• n't»‘hteoii> 
acts” of a jii'^tly inemised, yet nnaa ifid Lod ? 

AIahs'. “ Th<‘y crieil unto the J^ord, and saitl, 
W^e have sinned, heeaiise vv<* have j’orsaken the 
Lord, •*'<*^'^<*<1 Paalini and Aslilaiclh ; 

but now deliver us out of the hand of our enemies, 
and we will serve thee. ' 

AIama. Was there any failure on the side of 
Jehovah in exeeutiiiji;' His part in this oft broken 
"Covenant ? 

CK AIauy. Oh, no ! he sent JfMMihhaal, and J(‘j)h- 
tbah, Jind Samuel, aiid delivered them out of the 
l^nd of their enemies, and tliey ‘‘ dwelt safe,” 

" Mama. And was the first improvement of tin? 
safety, thus iniraeulously jiun hased. a return in 
sineeritv to th<*ir alienated (iod ? 
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31arv. I tliink they «fenerally served ’him” 
as Ion*** as tin* jinli^e Avh(» delivered tliemMived ; 
hut iio sooner was ltd taken uM’ay than haek^they 
Avent to their idols au^ain. 

M aaia. Ami hy wliat eroM'ninp^ act of iiip^ra- 
tilnde ha»l they in»w appropriately snimued np a 
course of shanu‘less im]nety and revolt ? 

Alvnv. They said “Nay, hut a kiiifr" shall 
iei^>'n ovei* ns, wlieii the Lord tlieir God was their 
kini-'.” IIoM’ rtiuld th(‘y want or Avish for another ? 

Mama. Just as in the spirit (»f childish imita- 
tion. yon “ want or Avish for” many thing’s^pos- 
se^s(‘(i hy (Oliers, as nnsnitahit* to yonr ag(‘, and 
as iiif(‘rior to tliosi* yoti Avcndd ignorantly hartu’* 
for them, as the regal goA’eriinn'nt was unfitted for 
the ])oiity of the dews, or as the rash fallible mor- 
tal “ d(‘sired’’ hy them w as contenijjtihle, Avhen 
set in cionpetition Avith the King of Kings. Bu. 
the “ d(*sir(*” having (a«» wo before saw) been foi 
its own ])nnishinent, complied with — on AA’Jiat cor/ 
ditions Avere they and their sovi*reign to enjoy tb 
nndes(‘rv(‘d favour of God ? 

M \nv. if they would h(»th “ fetir the Lo;. 
and not rebel against his coinmandment.” Manu 
yon know the hook of Kings Avas little better tli« 
a hist<»ry of their “ rebellions” against God ; aife 
iroin Jeroboam <lo\A'n, they almost all made, o: 
worsliippeil i<loIs ! 
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AtAMA. iltMiuiui.-tl ion ( solriiiii- 

ly iv< or<K‘(l) did vvr fiinl foarfidix at ctniijtlisliod in 
tlu* disastrous t:los<* oftln^ .lowisli liistory ? 

M \I:y, Tlio hand <»t' tlio Lord shall hi* apiinst 
\ on, as it was aj:*aiiist your rathers.” 

AIama. 7\nd how wa< rlnit ? ^Vhat JiidiiniontN, 
iiricxainjdod in tin* history of a nation, vlndh a.od 
fill* truth of “ (iiin who rannot lio? ' 

M.viiv. Oh ! thoy had fainini's, and wars, and 
V* ‘ t- curried eaptiv'os, ainl sold into slavery; and 
Jerusalem was twice ih stroyeih jind tin* ten tribes 
(you told me) were iiit<*rly swept away. 

JMaaja. Tliis is easily and li<»htJy saiil, Mary ! 
‘and thus do a few brief, hut awful words, sum u|» 
the predicted misfortunes of tin* rebellions jieople 
of God. INIay we not have .rac(*d in vain, for our 
improvement and Jiiiriiiliafion. the <-orrespondein*e 
hctweoii their unerring fulfilment in our former 
course of Scriptural readin**', and their awful piir- 
)ort as record (*d liere ! 

By what “ g'rcat tiling’’ was the sledfast word 
jf Jehovah attested and solemnized in the eyes of 
K wondering peiiple ? 

Mary. God sent thunder and rain, at the 
prayer of Samuel, in the “ time of wheat harvest.” 
Why shouhl this make tin* Israelites “ perceive 
that their wickedness was pfreaf in desiriiip;' a 
!diip: 
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A[a 3IA. B(»ranso it M'lmld afford a direct mi- 
raculous toslimoiiy to tlio Iriitli and solemnity of 
the ctMisures just |)a*ssed on the urig^rateful Israel- 
ites by the courageous Samuel. Did you not 
once, yourself u'onder that Jordan should be said 
to overflow its hanks all harvest;’' a season, you 
remarked, of severe drought even among our- 
selves ? 

AJary. A'cs, hut you told me it was spring 
when barlvy liarvest took |>la<*(s and that snow 
melting in tlu^ mountains, and not rain, made the 
river swell. 

AIama. I am glad y(»u remembered this; and 
as the j)hras(‘, former and latter rain,*' occurs so 
frequently in Scrij)ture, I am glad too, to take 
this oj)[)ortunity of explaining wJiy any deviation 
from their usual periods, could hardly have hap- 
pened in Jiuhni hut by miracle. The “former” 
rain (s<i called contrary to the place we should as- 
sign it in the caleiidiir) falls at tlie end of sum- 
m(*r, to refresli the earth after the parchingj 
drfuights of that totally showerless season (the 
“ whenf harvest of our < ha[it('r), and prepare it 
for the sowing of wint(»r pulse. And the “ latter’ 
rain, occurring usually about the middle of AprilJ 
is equally indispeiisihle to bring to maturity the 
grain, which would otherwise infallibly perish in 
so dry and arid a climate. You w’ill see from 
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tliis uniform arrangoiinnit of Pr(»vi(lenco, the pro- 
priety of the frequent refen;ne(i to God in Scrip- 
ture, as the giver or M'itJihoJder of the ‘‘ former 
and latter rain wliile the extr(*mc rarity of rain 
in summer (the period <»f “ wheat harvest*’ in 
Judea ) will make you understand w hy its appear- 
ance now, and in so violent and destructive a I'onn, 
would both rebuke the ])r(‘suinption of the Isratd- 
it<^ , and deepen their sense of dtqiendenre on an 
of vaded God, for not only the comforts, but abso- 
lute necessaries of lift'. How poor and jiow^er- 
less, amid tlui thnmhTs of Jeliovah, and that un- 
seasonable “ opening of the w indow s of lioaven,” 
by w'liich (if not graciously stopped) tlu‘ir ho|)es 
of plenty would have been sj)eedily annihilated, 
must have seemed to them the fellow w^orm wdioin 
they had exalted at the expense of the Creator of 
heaven and earth ! How do we lind this humbling 
consciousness manifested ? 

Mary. “ All the people greatly feared the 
Lord and Samuel.” 

Mama. And what needful service, infinitely 
beyond the power and province of an earthly mo- 
narch, did they implore the ‘‘man of God” to 
perform in their behalf? 

Mary. “ Pray for thy servants unto the Lord 
that we die not ; for we have added unto all our 
sins this evil to ask us a king.” 
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Mama. Aim! duos Sainuf'l, t;veii in 
them aiul ^raistiiig* th.eir !e<nu“<i, for a momeiil: 
extenuate tlie evil thus tardily admitted? 

Mauv, Oil! ii(» ; tlioii«»li he says “ Pear not," 
yet he d<»es not deny that they liad “ done all this 

“ wiekednesv." 

Mama. ]a‘( us attend to ainl improve, my dear 
Mary, as the most appropriatt' conclusion we can 
draw, from a most instructive <‘ourse of reading, 
the or<ler, as w(*ll as tin* tenor, of the admonitions 
liere dtdivered hy Samuel to liis guilty country- 
men. To the CliristifUi, overwhelmed with a sense 
of conscious uii worthiness, may be said on the 
same Divine authority, and with the yet more en- 
dearing sanction of a gospel message, “ Fetir not.’" 
Blit the example f»f Samuel may dcder the Chris- 
tian teacher from drawing his tjncouragoment from 
a mitigated view of the evil of sin. His ground 
of hope, like Sainuers, must be Jiolier as well as 
higher. For His own great name’s sake,” will 
lie argue, and for the sake of the “ efily name 
given under heaven by which men can be saved,’* 
“ your God will not forsake his people and 
this, amid a sense (which no friend to your soul 
would wish less) of prevailing “ wickedness,” is 
warrant and your encouragement to ‘‘ follow 
if M xa&y at-tain,” to serve him more ac-* 

ceptaUy 






